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A Note From the Chairman 
The Society’s Newsletter complements the Bulletin by providing information on current Society 
activities and issues. We include news of the recent AGM and also highlight the Society’s High 
Street fountain restoration project and provide information on local volunteering options, Ashdown 
Forest parking charges and the Museum. To add to the mix, we include a fascinating feature on a 
little-known piece of local history – East Grinstead Pottery. Looking forward, we also list the 
meetings programme for 2023: I hope to see many of you at what will be a varied and exciting 
programme.                  

             James Baldwin 

 
Chairman’s Report to AGM 
As I hoped in my report to the last AGM, we got back to normal working in 2022 after the last 
Covid-dominated year. That said, we did change homes and I think we are now well settled at 
Glen Vue. The move from the Jubilee Centre was in response to member feedback re noise and 
parking problems.  Neither is an issue at Glen Vue and feedback from members is good.  
All our meetings were held in person this year. We had a great variety of speakers, covering 
topics such as Stone Quarry, Hong Kong Airport, the British Seaside, Wakehurst Place, Art Deco 
and Ashdown Forest as well as an interesting session on planning issues facing the Town from 
the Town Mayor: a lot more on planning later. 
I can promise next year’s programme will be equally interesting and varied with a mixture of new 
speakers and past favourites.  
I have always stressed the importance of the social side of the Society as exemplified by the tea 
and coffee and occasional drinks, served at meetings. I am very grateful to the team that delivers 
this, led by Alan and Janice. 
Alan and Janice Ward also serve on your Committee, Alan as Secretary.  I was pleased to 
welcome Andrew Brock to the Committee, and I am also pleased to acknowledge the hard work 
of all the Committee, Vice Chair, Robin Whalley and Treasurer Mike Lyons and Shirley King. As 
ever, I thank your President, Margaret Collins, for her invaluable support throughout the year.   
We always welcome any further volunteers to join the Committee: our meetings are invariably 
interesting and social! I am delighted that Sharon Crane is nominated to join the Committee 
tonight. 
The work of the Committee can be encapsulated in three main areas. 
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One, the Fountain. Robin Whalley’s determination enabled us to complete phase one of the 
restoration as a major part of the Town’s Platinum Jubilee commemoration. He is equally 
determined to get the right taps installed to get the water flowing again!   
Two, the stewardship of Michael Leppard’s legacy for support to projects to enhance the Town 
and promote the study of local history. Our first project, an annual prize for Sackville School years 
7 and 8 for original historical research has been awarded twice now. We continue to look at 
options to offer something similar to the Town’s primary schools. We are also always open to 
your suggestions for further projects.  
Three, the vital and ongoing work of our Planning Sub -Committee, chaired by Mike Lyons and 
including Nic Beale and Robin Whalley. During the year they looked at about 400 applications, 
which included 21 new developments of houses and apartments, and a number of new individual 
houses on infill plots. 
We have recommended refusal on 38 applications and suggested further comment or information 
on another 33. Most of the domestic planning applications are for one or two storey extensions, 
loft conversions, changing garages to living space or for garden rooms/ home offices. These are 
normally acceptable except where they are out of keeping, unneighbourly or too bulky.  
Some examples of major applications we have not supported and / or have recommended refusal 
are :- 
- a proposal for 8 apartments on the Tower Car Sales site near the rear entrance to Aldi 
Supermarket. 

- conversion of the top floor of Martells to apartments (we regretted the loss of retail space in 
our town centre) 
- a proposal for 28 new homes on land to the rear of Queen Victoria Hospital 
- 20 new homes on land off Crawley Down Road, Felbridge 
- a proposal for 5 new houses near the Toybox Nursey in Coombe Hill Road (in the AONB) 
- installation of a 15 metre high telecoms mast and associated cabinets near 25/27 Holtye 
Road 
- a plan to squeeze 8 new houses into an existing open space between Morton Road and 
Paddock Gardens 

The most controversial application we have seen was via WSCC and related to the remedial work 
needed to cap and re-landscape a former uncontrolled landfill site at Evergreen Farm, West 
Hoathly Road, close to Standen. The land became severely contaminated with high levels of 
chemicals and gases and poses a leaching risk to nearby watercourses. Remedial work will 
involve capping the whole site, to a depth of up to 3 metres, with about 200,000 tonnes of inert 
clay and soil material. 
The capping work will take about 2 years and will involve about 50 heavy vehicle movements per 
day. Extensive conditions have been laid down by WSCC including specified routes for HGVs 
and some widening of local roads will be necessary before work commences. There will also be 
restrictions on operating hours for HGVs to avoid school times and weekends. 

I know the sub-committee’s work is valued by our local councils and continues to be a key part of 
the Society’s mission to fight against harmful growth that threatens our Town’s Heritage and well-
being. We face a key local challenge relevant to this core objective in the local latest mass 
development plan I will be inviting Robin Whalley to update you on this shortly to supplement my 
report with news of important public consultations we should all be aware of and seek to 
influence.   

But to conclude my report I stress again that we need to develop both our profile and 
membership to be as effective as we need to be to deliver our mission for the Town. 
Key to this is increasing awareness of the Society through social media. We are looking to 
updating the website next year to aid this to complement our active Facebook postings. We are 
also continuing to issue regular Bulletins and Newsletters, with thanks to Caroline and Steve 
Metcalfe and Robin Whalley. I am currently in discussions with Meridian Radio for a regular slot 
for the Society with them. 

I hope you agree with me that this has been a successful year for the Society, and I thank you all 
for your ongoing support for all activities.       
           James Baldwin 
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Membership 
As at November 2022, the Society had around 100 members. We are pleased to welcome Susan 
Nicholls and John Mills who have joined recently.   
We were saddened to learn of the passing of Peter Roberts. Our condolences go to Joan and the 
family. 

 

Meetings 
We have held seven meetings between April and November. Until May, these were held at the 
Jubilee Centre but responding to feedback from members, we changed our venue to Glen Vue 
Community Hub in Railway Approach.  This new venue has proved to be excellent and the staff 
there have been most accommodating.  
 
Our varied and interesting programme of talks, with excellent speakers, has attracted an average 
of 33 members and guests per meeting.  Recent talks were: 
 
20 April 2022: -      The History of the British Seaside in 100 objects by Kathryn Ferry 
18 May 2022: -       Art Deco by Ian Gledhill  
15 June 2022: -      Moments of Conflict and Conservation on Ashdown Forest by Professor 
       Brian Short 
13 July 2022: -      Summer drinks and Open Forum to discuss local issues 
14 September 2022:-  The Development of Hong Kong’s New Airport by Robin Whalley  
      (replacement for cancelled published meeting) 
12 October 2022: -       East Grinstead in Manorial records by Jeremy Clarke 
16  November 2022: -  AGM and talk from Lester Porter, Trustee of the East Grinstead Museum 

 

Development Update 

The Mid Sussex Development Plan, which was approved in March 2018 for the planned period 2014-
2031, is being reviewed. As part of this, MSDC has produced a “Development Plan Document” or 
DPD, which sets out planned areas where major development may take place. This document, 
commenced in 2019, has been through two public consultations and was subjected to scrutiny by the 
Planning Inspectorate. The document took as one of its starting points, sites proposed by developers 
in the “Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment” or SHELAA. The SHELAA is 
not strategic as it only includes sites promoted by developers. It is not qualitative, as it does not reflect 
local conditions (eg whether school places are available). 

The final approved version of the DPD was “adopted” in June 2022. 

The new Draft Revised Mid Sussex District Plan 2021-2039 was submitted to the Scrutiny Committee 
in January of 2022 but paused in the expectation that Government would reduce its housing target. It 
was returned to the Scrutiny Committee in October and approved for public consultation on 2 
November. 

By law, MSDC have to take the new plan to public consultation:  See:  

 “Regulation 18 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) Regulations 2012 requires 
that various bodies and stakeholders be notified that the council is preparing a plan. It 
invites them to comment about what that plan ought to contain.” 

The following extract is from MSDC website Mid Sussex “District Plan Review” 

“The consultation is open from Monday 7th November until 23:59 on Monday 
19thDecember 2022 and we would like to hear your views” 

There is also an exhibition of the new District Plan at the Haven in Crawley Down on 28 November 
between 5-7pm. 

The following link gives a useful guide and frequently asked questions about the process:  

https://www.midsussex.gov.uk/media/8754/reg18-faqs-combined.pdf 

So those members who are interested in how future development should proceed, should if possible 
make their comments to Mid Sussex at 

https://midsussex.inconsult.uk/districtplanreg18/  or email policyconsultation@midsussex.gov.uk   

 

https://midsussex.inconsult.uk/districtplanreg18/
mailto:policyconsultation@midsussex.gov.uk
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Imberhorne Development 

Land west of Imberhorne Lane has been allocated by Mid Sussex District Council in the DPD for a 
very large development of 550 homes and substantial developments west of Crawley Down and land 
at Crabbet Park are now included in the new draft District Plan. The effect of these plans, if they are 
built in their entirety (by after 2030), will be to drastically reduce the amount of green space between 
East Grinstead and Crawley. This is clearly demonstrated on the following sketch plan. 

  

 

                                   

The development west of Imberhorne lane by Welbeck Land includes new homes and community 
facilities including new sports facilities for Imberhorne School.  

As we mentioned at the AGM, an exhibition of these plans was held at East Court on 3 days between 
November 18-21. 

You are also able to view the plans and make comments on the consultation website: 

www.landwestofimberhornelane.co.uk 

Written feedback is invited either on the website or emailing to adam@spbroadway.com . It is also 
possible to post feedback by surface mail, marking your envelope “Freepost SP Broadway” (no 
stamp or address required). 

 

May Fair - Monday 2nd May 2022 

This year’s May Fair stall was a resounding success and gave us the opportunity to promote the 
Society, encourage membership and raise a record £465 taken on the day. Thanks go particularly to 
Mary Lyons for producing her ever-popular range of jams, marmalades and chutneys and to all 
helpers on the tombola. We also sold a substantial number of our newly updated Town Trail No 2. 
  

The Society’s Constitution 

The society is a registered charity and operates by way of a written constitution, which was last 
revised in 1995. Earlier this year the constitution was updated and the updated version was put to the 
AGM in November and formally agreed by the members for signature by our President. 
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The Jubilee Fountain – an Update  

     Before           After 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Society was successful in achieving its aim of partially cleaning the fountain and surrounding 

paving in time for the June Platinum Jubilee celebrations. Final installation of the spout arrangements 

has been frustrated by our inability to source an appropriate tap or spout, which satisfies current water 

company regulations. We have a couple of avenues to continue to pursue but these are proving 

elusive! 

What is interesting is that the cleaning of the Mansfield red sandstone pyramidal canopy has possibly 

revealed traces of the boiled tar, poured over the fountain just before it was unveiled in 1887!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had support from East Grinstead Rotary, the "By the Fountain" restaurant and Arthur 

Crawfurd who have all helped with the costs. The East Grinstead Lions and Portland Vets have also 

very kindly contributed to the costs.  

Although the East Grinstead Town Council does not wish to provide financial assistance to the current 

restoration project, it has offered its support to the Society’s plans. The Town Council has recently 

agreed with MSDC, the current owners of the fountain, that it will take back ownership and 

maintenance responsibilities once the fountain has been put back into working order. The fountain 

would then return back to the town’s ownership as intended by the original benefactor Rev Charles 

Payne Crawfurd. The Society has received a Community Grant from MSDC, which will substantially 

cover the costs of future completion works once a suitable tap arrangement can be finalised and 

subject to listing building and planning approvals. 

           Robin Whalley 
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Volunteering in East Grinstead 
There are over 400 voluntary agencies and associations throughout Mid Sussex. Many of these 

are in the East Grinstead area for example the East Grinstead Foodbank and CARE In East 

Grinstead and Lingfield. 

 

The East Grinstead Foodbank is part of the Trussell Trust and supports local individuals and 

families who cannot afford food. They are all referred by over 50 local agencies including local 

GPS, schools, social services, churches, and Citizens’ Advice.  The local Foodbank was 

established at Trinity Methodist Church in 2012 meeting clients in the Trinity cafe and using a 

member’s garage as a warehouse for the food. In the ten years since, over 15,000 people, 

averaging over 50 adults and children have been helped every week.  

Because of the increasing demand for help, EG Foodbank is now located in the Jubilee 

Community Centre, Charlwoods Road with a purpose built warehouse to store the food donated 

by individuals and local shops. 

EG Foodbank is open Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 1pm to 3pm. 

Collection points are also available at Waitrose and at Chartham Park Golf and Country Club. 

For further information:  email info@eastgrinstead.foodbank.org.uk 

Telephone: 07983 209940 

 
CARE In East Grinstead and Lingfield is another local registered charity. CARE was established 

by a group of local churches 35 years ago and was awarded the Queen’s Award for Voluntary 

Service in 2020. 

CARE is manned by volunteers who give help to local people. Some volunteers are Duty Officers, 

manning the telephones from their homes. Others are volunteer drivers. CARE carries out an 

average of 120 jobs a month, which are mainly transport, provided by volunteers who drive 

clients for medical appointments. During and after COVID there has been an increased demand 

for transport to vaccinations. Some drivers only help within the East Grinstead area but others are 

prepared to drive to more distant locations such as Haywards Heath, Redhill, Brighton and 

Guildford. Volunteers are reimbursed their mileage costs. There is a real need for more drivers. 

CARE volunteers started making befriending calls during the COVID Lockdown to some of the 

clients who lived on their own. This service continues. 

If you would like to volunteer please contact Margaret Collins for further information. 

email  margaretcollinsdl@gmail.com          Tel: 01342 324296 

 

If you would like to give some time to volunteering please use the above contact details for further 

information. Another useful contact is Sasha Brown, Mid Sussex Voluntary Action. Sasha is the 

local Community Development Officer for the East Grinstead area and is aware of the many 

available local volunteering opportunities. 

To find out more: www.msva.org.uk 

email: enquiries@msva.org.uk 

Tel: 01444 258102        Margaret Collins 
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East Grinstead Pottery 

Last year BBC’s “Bargain Hunt” visited the antique fair at Ardingly and in a side visit, presenter 
Christina Trevanion talked to Jonathan Parrett at East Grinstead Museum about the East Grinstead 
Pottery.  
If you missed the very interesting interview with Jonathan, see:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p095d352/player 
 
Prominent examples from the pottery, which was established in 1855 but was forced to close 
during the Second World War, are still evident in some of East Grinstead’s late 19th century 
buildings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
The Museum holds a number of very decorative items salvaged from the 
derelict pottery, including this unusual Monk’s head. 
 
The Pottery was abandoned during the Second World War and 
demolished in 1972. 

                             Robin Whalley 

Ashdown Forest Parking Charges - Update 

Despite restructuring the organisation to save money and increase efficiency, Ashdown Forest 
continues to generate a significant annual deficit and the Conservators lack the funds to improve 
facilities. Donations from the public through two dedicated charities, funding raising initiatives, 
grant funding and commercial activities are useful sources of funding but have not bridged the 
gap or allowed for improvements. Having considered a wide range of alternatives, the Ashdown 
Forest Board of Conservators believe parking payments will generate a proportion of the income 

needed to keep Ashdown Forest safe and open for the public.  

Payments for parking on Ashdown Forest began on Monday 21st November 2022 after the 
Forest was granted planning permission to install signs in the car parks and two parking 
machines at the Forest Centre in Wych Cross. 

Horizon Parking, the scheme managers, will have staff moving around the Forest as the new 
system is introduced. 

Extract from the Ashdown Forest website:   

https://ashdownforest.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Ashdown-Forest-Parking-FAQs.pdf 

 

Parking Costs 

Terracotta examples on 
Woodbury House 

The “Wyvern” on the roof of 
102 London Road 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p095d352/player


 8 

Up to 1 hour    £2   Annual parking pass £80 
Up to 2 hours   £2.50   6-month winter parking pass £50 
Up to 4 hours   £4 
All day    £5         
 
Annual and winter parking passes cover two cars from the same household. 
How can visitors pay?  
Payment for parking can be made in several ways:  
1. Purchase annual (or winter) passes through the parking company’s online parking portal (details will 

be provided on car park signs and our website).  

2. Call the parking company to purchase hourly or daily tickets through the Pay by Phone line.  

3. Use any one of five selected car-parking apps to pay for a ticket.  

4. Visit the Forest Centre during working hours to pay by cash.  

5. Use one of the two machines at the Forest Centre to pay by card.          Robin Whalley

  

East Grinstead Museum 
Following the recent passing of her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Museum currently has a “Royal 
Exhibition” which celebrates some of the wonderful Royal items the Museum has in its own 
collection as well as a number of loans from the Museum’s volunteers. The exhibition includes an 
earthenware coronation mug for Queen Elizabeth II made in 1953 by a company called A. G. 
Richardson & Co Ltd based in Stoke - on - Trent. The business used a trade name “Crown Ducal” 
and was well known makers of Chintz pattern dishes.  An exhibition well worth visiting! 

Look out for Museum’s exciting new plans for 2023 with ideas for a new display area!! 
 

EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY MEETINGS 7.30pm, Glen Vue Community Hub, Railway Approach – free to members, 
£5.00 for non-members (reimbursable if joining the Society at the meeting).    
 
Wednesday 7 December 2022      John Pye: Reflections of a Bookseller and Christmas drinks. 
(No meeting in January 2023) 
Wednesday 15 February 2023   Michael Hodge: Early Years in the Diplomatic Service 
Wednesday 15 March 2023   Paul Reader: The Loder Valley 
Wednesday 19 April 2023   Ros Black: Scandal, Salvation and Suffrage 
Wednesday 10 May 2023   Kathryn Ferry: Aspidistras and Antimacassars – Middle Class Taste and the 
      Victorian Home 
Wednesday 14 June 2023   Open Forum and Summer Drinks 
Wednesday 12 July 2023   Sussex Harmony – Concert of Sussex Music 
(No meeting in August 2023) 
Wednesday 13 September 2023   Ian Gledhill: Art Nouveau 
Wednesday 18 October    Martin Berry: Ashdown Forest 
Wednesday 15 November   AGM and short talk about Sackville College 
Wednesday 13 December   Andy Thomas: Christmas Festive History followed by Christmas Drinks  
 
DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, any opinions given may be those of their author only. 
 
EXTRA COPIES: Newsletter back issues may be ordered from Hon. Secretary, Alan Ward, 7 Heathcote Drive, East 
Grinstead, RH19 1LZ 01342 321725 or are available on the Society’s website:  www.eastgrinsteadsociety.org 

JOINT EDITORS: James Baldwin baldwinjamesw@yahoo.co.uk; Robin Whalley rwhalley@aol.com 

Copyright: The East Grinstead Society 
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