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Dear Sirs 

Traveller Sites Allocation Development Plan Document 

Consultation Draft – August 2014 

This reply to the Consultation Draft refers mainly to the Land at Imberhorne Lane 
Nurseries, Imberhorne Lane, East Grinstead. 

The proposed site is currently occupied by a thriving commercial concern giving 
employment to local people .The town of East Grinstead seeks to encourage local 
industry and employment to avoid it becoming solely a dormitory for commuters to 
Crawley, Gatwick and London. How can we reconcile this aim with the destruction of 
a local business? 

How many of the 162 sites that have apparently been considered are currently 
occupied by businesses providing employment? Indeed, how rigorous were the 
studies of all these sites and where may we view the details of the individual site 
studies? 

The Imberhorne Lane Site is within the 7km zone of influence of the Ashdown Forest 
Special Protection Area and Special Area of Conservation. The draft concedes that 
any such development of the site would need to provide or contribute towards 
mitigation measures. Would such an eventuality produce the ludicrous situation of 
MSDC having to assess how much MSDC should pay to MSDC in mitigation? 

The proposed draft policy for the emerging District Plan is deficient in a number of 
respects. It is not clear that the proposed site satisfies a clear local need in the 
context of East Grinstead. It is not ‘’reasonably accessible’’ to schools,shops, health 
and other local services and community facilities. It has yet to be established that 
‘’the development is located and designed……etc.etc….. so that the site would not 
have a detrimental impact on the health and wellbeing of travellers.’’ The site is not 



compatible with neighbouring land uses and little could be done to minimise the 
impact on adjacent users. It would dominate the nearest settled community around 
Imberhorne Lane, Turners Hill Road and Hazelden Crossroads. 

To refer specifically to the Imberhorne Lane  bullet points the following remarks are 
relevant 

 
1.  The site, if allocated will destroy a thriving local business and employer and will 
take some years to deliver blighting property values in the area whatever the final 
outcome. 

2.  The site is adjacent to a waste transfer station which is contrary to government 
policy. 

3.  The site may have reasonable vehicular access, subject to the shared drive with 
the waste transfer station being altered, but does not have good pedestrian access. 

4. Pavements do not exist on Imberhorne Lane and the bridge over the Bluebell 
Railway would not be wide enough to accommodate two-way traffic as well as a 
pavement for pedestrians particularly as there would be very large commercial 
vehicles going to and fro the waste transfer station in addition to the Travellers 
vehicles of various shapes and sizes. 

5.  There is no regular public transport close to the site.. 

6. The idea of extending the footpath network is fanciful, any rambler would be 
able to confirm how wet the paths in this area get in Autumn and Winter. The 
nearest path leads through the neighbouring steel stock yard and rejoins the 
Turners Hill Road well short of the local bus routes. Is it proposed that the footpath 
network be extended through to the potential Hill Place Farm housing 
development? 

7. Schools, libraries, playgrounds and other local facilities are all some distance 
away, outside the ideal as the document acknowledges. 

 8. The expression that the site performs reasonably well in the Sustainability 
Appraisal is meaningless to the lay reader. This should be expressed more clearly 
and in more detail. 

9. Contrary to the comment that further work on the contamination issue can be 
carried out later in the process it would seem to be a dereliction of duty not to 
establish the position before any further work and expense is undertaken. 

 

There is one other unresolved question in the area  regarding Traveller Sites. This is 
the status of the temporary site at Little Clonking, Luxfords Lane. This is at least as 



unsuitable as Imberhorne Lane, if not more so. There should be no question of 
substituting it as a permanent site if Imberhorne Lane  proves to be too difficult. 

The site is in the AONB and would therefore be unsuitable for a housing site or as a 
permanent traveller site. It lacks full water,sewerage and electricity services and is 
remote from the town, its schools, shops, health and other local facilities. The access 
road is quite inadequate. 

 

We hope these comments will be helpful 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

N J Beale 

Chairman 

 

cc..  East Grinstead Town Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


