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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY
www.eastgrinsteadsociety.org
The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East Grinstead and its
environs. The town has a long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for the time being
to the hands of our generation. It should be our concern that such contributions as we in turn make are
worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future.
The Society arranges regular talks, discussions, walks and visits. It produces this Bulletin of articles of
local interest and a Newsletter twice yearly. Its 1969 report on the High Street conservation area was
well received as a basis for future policy. It is very active in monitoring all planning applications and
making representations to the authorities on planning issues and promotes citizenship education in local
schools. It has held exhibitions, planted trees, restored the churchyard railings and martyrs' memorial,
and financed tree-ring dating of some buildings in the High Street. It has also produced surveys of
trees, seats and playground equipment, provided a plaque by the mass grave of victims of enemy action
in Mount Noddy cemetery (now superseded) and historical guide-maps in the High Street, and
presented seats in memory of leading former members to Sackville College and the High Street. It has
published a book of reminiscences, sets of postcards reproducing old photographs, three town trails
(one of them also in French and German) and leaflets on the local martyrs and on Mount Noddy and
Moat Pond. With the Town Council it established the now independent Town Museum.
The Society is a registered charity (no.257870) and belongs to the Federation of Sussex Amenity
Societies. A copy of its constitution is available on request.
The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to represent public opinion; the
larger the membership the greater the influence. Membership forms are on the website or obtainable
from 7 Durkins Road, East Grinstead, RH19 2ER. The subscription is £10 p.a. By signing a Gift Aid
form standard-rate income tax payers can increase its value at no cost to themselves. Persons wishing
only to receive the Bulletin can do so at the reduced rate of £4 per calendar year, payable in advance to
the Editor (address on cover).
PRESIDENT Mrs M. COLLINS, D.L.
OFFICERS, 2016-17
CHAIRMAN N.J. BEALE, B.A., F.C.A.
VICE-CHAIRMAN R. MAYNARD
HON. TREASURER M.R. LYONS
HON. SECRETARY A.H. WARD
EDITOR OF BULLETIN M.J. LEPPARD, M.A.
Contributions for consideration for the Bulletin to the Editor, through whom permission must be sought
to reproduce any contents. Unattributed contributions are from the Editor or officers. Attributed
opinions are not necessarily anyone's but their author's.
BACK NUMBERS OF BULLETINS from the Editor: single copies £1 + postage (3 second-class stamps
acceptable); more than one copy £1 each, post free; set of all issues in print (95) £20 (to be collected by
arrangement after payment). There is a waiting list for out-of-print issues. Unwanted back-numbers (even
damaged or defective) are always welcome for re-sale. A list of principal contents is on the website.
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY

No.120 (Autumn 2017)

EDITORIAL
If an Apologia be needed for the contents of this issue, it can be stated simply: no contributions were
received, and I wanted to do justice to a figure important in several aspects of our town's history, not
merely recounting his life and achievements but also trying to understand the unfathomable workings of
his mind. Dr Rogers deserved the pre-eminent place in the medical world here until the coming of Sir
Archibald Mclndoe, he arguably did more for Sackville College than any of its Wardens except J.M.
Neale, he promoted practical gardening among the working classes before the provision of allotments,
he planted fine specimen trees that still stand decades ahead of the better-known garden-creators ... and
yet his name has never been attached to any road or building here (though I have often proposed it), he
had no known family (apart from parents), he never married, no photograph of him is known (probably
because never taken), he left no will, and has only ever had one champion (R.W. Young). In him the
mix of bad and good found in all of us, however defined, is seen at its starkest, so that one cannot
simply take sides for or against. With unforeseeable developments, shocking then as now, his story
could have been imagined by a novelist of the time (hence my source references). Inevitably my
assessment is selective, subjective and often speculative; it is the longest account of someone's life and
behaviour I have ever attempted, and one of the most difficult articles to write. M.J.L.
COVER ILLUSTRATION: Dr Rogers's house, garden and hospital on the first edition 25" Ordnance
Survey map, 1873. London Road runs diagonally across the bottom left corner, Lingfield Road (before
deflection by the railway) vertically up the left side.
TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO: Newsletter 55 (June 1992), now in A4-size booklet form, contained
contributions from seven members. Valerie Saunders gave a wide-ranging summary of recent news people as well as planning, while three railed against conversion of the Playfield to a 'temporary' car
park to cater for customers at the newly constructed Atrium which might be about to be given over to
offices. The Open Forum aired further concerns. Talks (none on local subjects) and a visit to Syon
House were reported at great length. To initiate reclaiming tax on subscriptions, gift aid forms were
circulated with it. No. 56 (November) devoted three sides of text to the car parking forum convened by
the county council, identifying concerns to be addressed at the next session. The A.G.M. elected Mrs
Laura Sansom as chairman and learnt the advantages of covenanting subscriptions. The accounts were
not available. Talks were again fully reported, most relevantly to us one on pedestrianisation based on
a travelling scholarship to study examples across Europe. Owing to 'atrocious' weather, the l9th-20th
century conducted walk got no further than a shop doorway on the corner of Queens Road. Of the eight
participants, one had come from Copthorne, two from Patcham and two from Southwick. Bulletin 51
(Autumn) included articles on the historical status of the Playfield and final stress in local place-names
and reviewed an article, 'East Grinstead before the town' in Sussex Archaeological Collections vol.129.
AS WE SAW OURSELVES (49): Councillors interviewing me on 18 July 1969 in preparation for
writing the new official guide emphasised wanting it to reflect the Town Council's policies. 'And what
are they?' 'Progressive and forward-looking.' 'Every council in the country would say that.'
M.J.L.
AS OTHERS SAW US (59): 'Can you imagine what the country would be like if all town councils
had the energy and initiative which East Grinstead has?' - Tim Ronalds, architect of the Chequer Mead
Arts Centre, at the presentation of the R.I.B.A. regional award to the council for the scheme, one of the
first to receive Arts Council lottery funding (East Grinstead Courier, 20 January 2000)

El
Dr JOHN HENRY ROGERS (c. 1811-79)

M.J. Leppard

The name of Dr Rogers is generally recognised locally, if at all, as the founder of our hospital
and, before that, the dispensary. Some will also be aware of him as a bitter opponent of the Rev. John
Mason Neale, and, perhaps, as his eventual successor as Warden of Sackville College. Further afield the
connection with Neale is the likeliest fact to be familiar. There has been much related to J.M. Neale in
recent Bulletins on account of the 150th anniversary of his death last year, and next year the 200th of his
birth may merit some mention. Long overdue detailed attention to Rogers in this issue can go some way
to redressing the imbalance. Whereas most of what has been published about him so far has been in the
books about Neale, and thus unfavourable, a fuller and more rounded portrait and understanding emerges
from papers left in the College at his death, newspaper reports and entries in reference works of the time.
To some extent aspects of Neale's attitudes and behaviour are shown in a fresh light.
Before settling in East Grinstead

The censuses of 1851, 61 and 71 give his birthplace simply as 'London'. The 1841 census could
have told us something about his parents, but where he was when it was taken is not known. We do
know, though, that he studied at the Middlesex Hospital and in Paris and became a house surgeon at the
former. He qualified as a Member of the Royal College of Surgeons on 10 August 1838, Fellow on 13
December 1855, and Member of the Royal College of Physicians of London in 1861. Dr E.J. Dennison
commented 'It is unusual to go to the trouble of becoming F.R.C.S. so long after being M.R.C.S. - and
very unusual to be M.R.C.P. as well; both of these are higher qualifications - the basic qualification in
each being M.R.C.S., L. [Licentiate] R. C.P. Usually, having obtained the basic, people go on to specialise
either in surgery or medicine, seldom both. If he was styled 'M.D.' at any time [as he was] it was
evidently in error - I've had it done to me before now!" A possible motive for the trouble Rogers went
to is his evident sensitivity about his professional and social status. In 1856, in the presence of a patient,
he said to Dr John Whyte 'You are only a parish doctor' [contracted to treat parishioners supported from
the poor rate] and 'so much for your medical knowledge! (Dr Whyte, born in 1808, was in fact
M.R.C.S. Edinburgh and L.S.A. [Licentiate of the Society of Apothecaries, a qualification held by many
general practitioners of the time].)
' 2

Rogers's high opinion of his status is illustrated by recollections, from his boyhood at East Court,
of the Rev. Gibbs Payne Crawfurd, born in 1854. The parish church 'was a congeries of high pews with
doors. Some of them were square, seated round three sides. It was the habit of certain gentlemen - I
think it was an assertion of some social prestige to stand during the prayers, leaning over the side of the
pew. Certainly my father ... ,Dr Rogers ... and others did so.' 3 Its significance as a long-established
custom was explained in 1884: 'Fifty years ago, I can remember it, a young man was ashamed to kneel
down in church: he would have thought it unfashionable: he would have thought it affectation.
' 4

Settlement in East Grinstead

Dr Rogers is not listed under East Grinstead in Kelly's Sussex directory for 1845, which would
have been compiled towards the end of the previous year. That he was here by 1844 is demonstrated by
three entries in the diary of Thomas Cramp: lectures by J.H. Rogers, esq. at Thompson's Corn Room on
12 March ('The pleasure and advantage resulting from study of the works of creation'), 19 March ('The
atmosphere'), 26 March (title not noted) probably all intended to promote interest in the sciences. On 8
January 1846 Cramp records 'Mr Rogers senior died'. 5 Heigham Rogers, 69, was buried on the 14th. 6
Two years later there is an extraordinary entry in the parish register (kindly transcribed for me by West
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Sussex Record Office's searcbroom archivist): 'Theodosia Rogers, East Grinstead, September 1 ' 1848,
49 years', to which has been added in pencil 'Mother of J.H. Rogers M.D. died 1878. Said to be
descendant of an Theodore R. of Corsica buried at St Armes Soho'. The rumour, 'Said to be', contrasts
strikingly with the statement 'Mother or and launches enough questions and speculations to fill the
remainder of this page, especially in the light of the 1851 census (next paragraph). There are no hints in
anything I have seen that might offer any clarification, and J.M. Neale seems to have accepted Anna
Louiza Rogers as unquestionably his biological mother. If readers can provide any relevant details about
the family, and especially the entry for Rogers in the 1841 census, please send them in.
In the 1851 census John Henry Rogers, an unmarried 38-year old surgeon born in London is the
head. With him are Anna Louiza Rogers, his widowed mother, a 74-year old annuitant born in Oporto in
Portugal but a British subject, and their unmarried London-born servant, Ann Searle, 48. They are in the
area north of the turnpike from Place Land to Feibridge Water [A22], bounded east by 'the road to
Wilderwick House' [Holtye Road] and west by Lingfield, Tandridge and Godstone. As with all but four
of the entries, the enumerator gives no house-names.
In the winter of 1850-51 Rogers had had a severe attack of malaria in Rome, and was liable to
'irregular quick symptoms' thereafter, especially in autumn, until two blue gum trees he had planted in
the springs of 1871 and 72 had grown tall enough to beat against his bedroom windows, after which the
'very disagreeable sensations' had not returned. 7 Rogers was a noted botanist and gardener, receiving in
1868 a first-class certificate for exhibiting at the Royal Horticultural Society an orchid never before seen
in this country, Oncidium varicosum var. Rogersii. The original specimen of the genus had been
gathered in Brazil by Prince Maximilian early in the century; in the forties the first specimen in England
was received. 8 It is not clear from the report whether Rogers had bred his variety or had discovered it in
Brazil. Given his mother's acquaintance with Portugal and Brazil's having been a Portuguese colony,
the latter is not inconceivable. His knowledge of languages - French, presumably Italian and probably
Portuguese, to whatever extent - has not previously been deduced. Its significance, and his horticultural
and arboreal enthusiasms, will be dealt with in their proper chronological places.
It was only to be expected that when Neale and his family arrived at Sackville College in May
1846 they should make the acquaintance of Rogers and his mother and soon become firm friends with
such a cultured fellow-professional. Having recently lost a parent and husband, the Rogerses might
equally have welcomed someone so young, learned and already eminent to help fill the gap in their lives.
In September 1853, surely reflecting the esteem in which Neale held him, Rogers was appointed one of
the Assistant Wardens of Sackville College.

The Handbook to Portugal
Early in 1853 Neale was commissioned by the publisher John Murray to write the volume for
Portugal in his 'Handbook' series. Neale wanted Rogers to join an expedition to Portugal to gather
material for it and contribute to its contents. In letters between the Neales and the Rogerses in 1853-55
carefully preserved by Rogers' ° is one of 30 March 1853 from Neale reporting no news from Murray and
urging Rogers to write to him. On 26 April he invites Rogers to come to meet Bishop Forbes of Brechin,
who would be going with them. (In a parenthesis he writes 'Why you will always give me a Mr, I cannot
think.' He must have been putting 'Dear Mr Neale', not 'Dear Neale', as even today some professional
men, graduates, military officers and gentry address and refer to their social equals, never by their first
names, using 'Mr' for strangers and those considered superiors or the opposite. Whether Rogers was
keeping a distance, looking up to Neale or even ranking him lower we cannot tell.)

The three of them and the Rev. H.L. Jenner set off in May, and en route at Burgos in Spain Neale
depicted them on the 12th in his playful 'Dog Latin', a stanza to each. My Englishing of Rogers's brings
out the biblical allusion (1 Kings 4.33).
Aliis dat Medicus mentem speciebus,

To other sights, to nature's works, the Doctor gives his mind

Etperdocte dissent de naturae rebus;
Cuncta scit qui aspicit, variis diebus,
Eta Cedro Lebanon adHyssopum, Phcebus.

With learning speaks like Solomon of things of ev'ry kind,
The cedar tree of Lebanon, the hyssop on the wall,
The sev'ral seasons and the plants, this Phoebus knows them all.

'They must have been a notable party', wrote Neale's daughter Mary Sackville Lawson, 'for the Warden
was the shortest ... and he was only just under six feet.' 1 ' Rose Macaulay concluded from Forbes's and
Neale's high churchmanship that the other two were probably like-minded. 12 (Certainly Rogers seems to
have had no problem with Christopher Nevill, the unpopular 'Puseyite' vicar of East Grinstead 1835-47,
or involvement with the Rev. T.P. Hutton who reported Neale to the Bishop of Chichester in 1847.)
Rogers and Jenner were both ill while they were crossing Spain. 13 While in Portugal Neale sent an
undated letter from the Bragança Hotel [in Lisbon?] to Rogers, do Mrs Jones in Buenos Ayres, reporting
progress and thanking Mrs Jones for her hospitality. (On 6 Nov. 1855 Rogers noted on it 'received the
remainder of my money.') Neale went back to Portugal with the Rev. Joseph Oldknow in 1854.
Three undated letters from Neale to Rogers relate to his research and writing; whether in 1853
before or after the expedition or on Neale's return in 1854 is impossible to tell. Thus 'Vieira [Antonio
Vielra, 1608-97, Portuguese preacher] would be useful'; won't be ready for this evening: may have 1 '/2
hours after chapel on Friday; asking for books to be brought up to do with the Algarve: will you run
through this bit and let Mrs Tooke have it afterwards? (Her husband, Charles Chevall Tooke, a barrister,
J.P., and friend and supporter of Neale, had also come here in c.1845 and also stood during the prayers.)
After these come letters detailing Rogers's increasing grievances relating to the book and Neale's
responses. Unused until now but providing the side of that story missing from the few references to it in
Neale's published letters and what his biographers have made of the dispute, they deserve publication,
albeit summarised as briefly as possible unless so important as to be transcribed in full. The contrasting
attitudes of the two families to each other stand out, with the cause of Rogers's turning from friend to
foe now conclusively established. There are also some glimpses of domestic life in both households.
1854 22 March, N to R: [Count] Lavradio, the Portuguese ambassador, will see you any day this week.
26 March, N to R: Mainly contents of book and second visit
28 March, N to R: Sending off tonight two closely written copybooks to Murray as specimen. R. should see

him. About contents and how important to go before writing it and how will divide country between them. Make
Murray appreciate difficulties.
30 March, N to R: If R. really prefers going to Naples should say nothing to Murray about N.'s last scheme.
Advantages of having R as companion. N would get £100. Could do it without R but wouldn't be such good
book.
4 July, 11.30 p.m., Mrs N on N's behalf to 'Mr Rogers' [it would have been improper familiarity in a female to
address her husband's equals in any other way] inviting for further discussion next evening. 'Remember me very
affectionately to your mother.'
5 July, R to Mrs N: 'I have been so repeatedly annoyed by the numerous delays and puts off since the Portugal
Handbook was first started, that I months ago packed away all my books and papers on the subject, and

endeavoured to forget all about it and I cannot at the present moment undertake to revive my long slumbering
interest. Mr Neale may for ought I know to the contrary be engaged in the composition of works that a Handbook
is a mere trifle to be taken up and or thrust down at any time, but in that case he should not have promised me to
work hard and complete the work immediately after his return from Portugal last year, that he not so promised I
should not have entered into any arrangements with him to accompany him on the journey or assist him in the
preparation of the work. It has already so frequently occurred that often appointments have been made with me
to go on with the book. But they have been broken on the most trivial pretexts at the last moment, that I am not
inclined to expose myself again to the risk of being similarly tricked. On that account I shall not be able to come
to the College this evening.'
6 July, N to 'My dear Roaers' [underscored to emphasise sincere affection despite tension]: Essential question
about Handbook when will you let me have Riba Tajo? Promised it, you know, from beginning, and therefore N
never visited single place around Lisbon, though had plenty of opportunity on last tour. By end of next week
book will be standing still for want of it.
7 July N to 'My dear R': [not at all clear]
7 July R to 'My dear Warden' [formal, creating distance]: Simple answer that at present moment doesn't suit
his convenience. Misapprehension that undertook 'from beginning'.
22 August, R to Warden: Hasn't seen anything of revise but concludes from what N said that book preparing.
Most anxious to know when Murray will pay. Very inconvenienced.
22 August, N to R: Sending him proofs. Wants money as much as anyone. Has not yet been paid farthing for
first tour.
23 August, R to Warden: Has read proofs. Sorry N didn't wait till he had copied out copious notes he had made
on environs of Lisbon. Disappointed with what he says about money.
25 August, Mrs N to R: Mrs Burt [probably wife of Thomas Robert Burt, solicitor] and suite to tea next Weds.
at 7 p.m. Will you and mother come?
1 September, R to Warden: Surprised at not having heard again from N about money. Reckons has spent £50.
Has made plan to accompany friend Mr Jenkins [solicitor?] at beginning of September but can't without this
money, as has said to N.
[Undated, but R notes 20 Oct. 18541, N to R asking him to correct botanical names at p.19. 'West [the Hon. &
Rev. R.W. Sackville-West, Assistant Warden, son of Earl de la Warr], you see, will fix a time as soon as
possible.' Asks to borrow G<illegible>'s History of the Reformation in Holland.
R notes 'This I believe refers to a wish I had expressed to Mr Neale on more than one occasion, that I might have
the opportunity of meeting Mr Sackville West at the College, as I have not been introduced to him since my
appointment as Ass' Warden in S ept 53.'
[24 December], Sunday morning, Mrs N to 'My dear Mrs Rogers' [the proper way to address someone old
enough to be her mother]: Has put some of her homely mincemeat in a jar for her, because fears she won't come
to eat at College, though wishes she would. Hopes she is better and will have happy returns of the joyful season.
It brings with it so much fatigue and worry. Expecting choir at 9 that evening before going into town to sing
carols, but if wet they will come to breakfast at 4.30 next morning instead. Miss Baker [the children's governess]
joins in her wishes to her and Rogers.
24 December, Mrs N to R: Had wanted very much to speak to him previous day when twice saw him but too
hurried to leave. Hopes not his wish to keep as much aloof as has lately done. Is quite ignorant of any
impediment to feelings of friendship and esteem each has had for the other for many years [these two words

underscored by Rogers]. Will be jars in this life but all must bear and forebear. Sure he has been disappointed,
vexed and annoyed. N can't understand it at all; he doesn't think any of the little rubs we get on committees can
be remembered after the first day or two. She is aware of the longstanding grievance about Handbook but will
pass in time. Perhaps odd for her to write at all but has obeyed her conscience and cares little for conventions in
these things. Won't speak to anyone of this letter, so he must drop in. With love to his mother.

25 December, Mrs N to Mr R: In reply can only express sorrow that so many causes of annoyance in the last
few months than they were aware of. Can't see any reasonable ground of blame in respect of Mrs Jones in any
transaction hitherto. She has written very frequently to them since first visit to Portugal when R introduced her
and she so hospitably received N. He may not like that it should lead to their receiving her at the College for a
week or so in the event of her being in England. Could only repeat in a letter the invitation N had given by word
of mouth. As to other matters: they have always enjoyed visits to him, but at time to which he refers there was
real pressure of hard literary work that quite disabled N from giving up time for recreation and so they declined
three invitations that week. As regards what might be called 'gross cruelty', quite agrees that, were 'aged and
feeble and scantily clothed creatures' compelled to 'cross a cold and damp quad' to every service - but - there is
no compulsion and no difference made in any way as regards favour, kindness, in attention between those
altogether disabled from attending any service and those who come to the two or the four. Sure it is very kind in
him to assist their poor people and they are quite grateful for any aid he is disposed to afford them. Kind regards
to mother.

1855 1 ?January, ?June, N to R returning some books and keeping some Portuguese ones 'as you gave me leave'.
15 June, R to N in third person: 'Sir': N aware of arrangements made April 1853 about how book to be
published and R to be paid. In note dated 22 July 1854 N says book is finished and printing won't take long.
Can't see why should be kept waiting. If not paid will have to start proceedings.
16 June, N to R in third person: Has received letter, which doesn't seem to call for any remarks.
Note on it by R: 'Given in my hands by N at College same day.'

3 October, R, 5 Newman St, Oxford St, to N: Deferred proceedings till certain that Handbook published.
13 October, Memorandum by R: Called this morning in Albermarle St on Murray. Explained, being interested
pecuniarily, whether had paid N. M remembered R's calling when book first contemplated. Said had only
recently (not more than week) paid last instalment. Had been some delay because M absent ('at least, so I
understand him to say'). N had communicated with him from Scotland. Didn't object to saying in writing that
paid. R said called so that N had no excuse.

15 October, Memorandum by R: Went this morning with Mr Jenkins to Messrs W C & Z, introduced to Coxé,
instructed him to proceed against N for £25. Said he would write that day. R to take money if anyone called with
it on his behalf. Wrote on same day to Mrs N.
15 October, R, 67 Charlotte St, Fitzroy Square, to Mrs N: 'Madam': Quoting hers of Dec. last. Has heard from
Murray that N paid in full. Referring to Messrs Willoughby Cox and Zende at Cliffords Inn, whom instructed to
take proceedings to recover £25 still due from N. N hasn't answered his of 3 Oct.
16 October, Memo: Received Mrs N's by second post.
16 October, W C & Z, 13 Cliffords Inn, to R: N's solicitor has been with them and said you refused to complete
work you undertook to do for him and he has several letters from you to evidence this. To put end to dispute he
will advise his client to pay £12.1 Os. if you will accept it in discharge.
Note on it by R: I called the morning I received this. Brought Jenkins <illegible> and Mr Coxe. Took with me
correspondence with N relating to Handbook. <rest illegible>

18 October, Memo: Heard this morning that N returned home on 16th. Received through H.D. J[enkins?] letter
from W C & Z that had received proposition to pay £12.lOs. as R had refused to fulfil part of what he undertook.
Went to see Coxe, who said entitled to whole sum and would see N's solicitor Mr Bonnin about it.
27 October, Memo: Called on Coxe, who said now offered £20, N claiming £5 for expense of procuring
information R had refused to furnish. C said would depend on satisfactory evidence from N's solicitor.
On back of the next letter R notes N called Sunday and asked to see mother. A[nn] S[earle] opened gate and said
she couldn't. N paid no attention but walked down to house and into front parlour. No-one there. AS told
mother and brought back message that she hoped he'd excuse her. He asked for pen ink and paper and wrote this
note [below]. She then came in and received him with civility. They talked on indifferent subjects and after
about 1/4 hour N left. The object of his visit I cannot divine. Certainly he had intended to say or do something,
probably to get mother to sign some statement.
28 October, N to 'My dear Mrs R': 'Will you not let me see you? It would give me great pleasure to be able to
show you that my feelings for you are exactly what they were a year ago.'
5 November, H. Bonnin, 5 Newcomen St, to Mr & Mrs R: Received long letter. Waited to see Coxe before
writing, which now have and enclose his cheque for £24 in settlement of claim against the 'Warden'. Coxe's
costs £1, which he deducted. How stands affair with the Noble Lady? [I cannot explain this question.]

6 November, Memo: Received letter from H.D.J. dated yesterday enclosing cheque for £24.
Acknowledged this morning in letter to J.
6 November, R notes on undated letter from N 'received the remainder of my money'. [This letter and note
already mentioned on p.6 above.]
7 November, ? S.T.B.S., 5 Newcomen St, Oxford St, to R: Received his of yesterday. No receipt required. Will
communicate your thanks to Coxe. Bonnin & Coxe agreed at interview you were entitled to £25 or nothing.
'Your answer to any remarks by the N party is very simple, that he kept you a long while out of the money - set
up an allegation for having expended money (the £5) which he would not prove and which you were willing to
forgo if he could prove to your solicitor that he had done so and obliged you to get your money to incur costs out
of your own pocket as you paid your own solicitor.' Money matter only nine days or hours wonder and will now
die quickly.
So you have seen Mr West and spread the news? Haven't seen result of your Gazette advertisement for copy of
Flowers pamphlet. 13 'When you have some Fun to communicate, for it must now be all fun having your money, I
shall be glad to be amused.'
[Rest not about Nor College but what seem to be other legal proceedings and some other news. 'Kind regards to
your mother' suggests writer isfamilyfriend, with whom R seems to have been staying on 3 October.]
Neale's biographers, unaware of this correspondence, could only surmise what had gone wrong
in Rogers's relationship with Neale. Dr A.G. Lough's impression was 'that Rogers was ambitious, but
suffered from a feeling of inadequacy. This made him jealous of Neale and hostile tom.
F' 14 Canon
Michael Chandler's 'conjecture' is 'For some reason he may have felt slighted; it may have been because
Neale' s second visit had been undertaken without him.' 15 The letters kept by Rogers suggest to me that
he attributed the delays in receiving the payment promised him to Neale's indifference alike to his work,
and therefore to him, to honouring obligations, and to financial matters. (All sources agree that, in his
son Vincent's words, 'Dr Neale had no care for money' ) Rogers's understandably increasing
frustration over the money became spiralling resentment and weakened self-control (possibly aggravated
by malarial symptoms), hence the unrelated censures on how the collegians were treated that Mrs Neale
refutes in her letter of 25 December 1854. Her wording also implies that Rogers was involving himself
in (or even interfering in) the life of the College in ways that went beyond the Assistant Wardens'
. 16
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supervisory duties laid down in the founder's will and subsequent royal charter.' 7
Hounding the Warden
It seems incredible that thirteen months after being appointed an Assistant Warden and frequent
requests (Oct. 1854, p.7) Rogers had still not met West, his fellow Assistant, appointed in 1848. Perhaps
he assumed in good faith that they were to share in the running of the College, but Neale's collaboration
was always with Earl De La Warr, the patron. Entirely possibly he may have felt that West, as a fellowpriest and son of the patron, had privileged access to Neale, to join whose confabulations they believed
one of his rank should not presume to aspire. Within a fortnight of Mrs Neale's rebuttal of his criticisms
(25 Dec. 1854, p.8), six months before contemplating legal action concerning the Handbook (15 June
1855, p.8), and when he clearly had established a bond with West, he began a sustained attack on the
hapless Warden. From this point the books about Neale recount - with decreasing degrees of coyness
and increasing willingness to admit that some of his actions and reactions were unwise - the conflict's
initial cause and prolonged prosecution. The summaries in this article are derived from the newspaper
cuttings kept by Rogers in scrapbooks, sometimes with his annotations. 18
Recourse to the Charity Commissioners
'You will be sorry to hear', Neale wrote to his friend the Rev. J. Haskoll on 13 March 1855,
'that for the last two months we have had the most desperate push made to get us out of the College that I
have yet known. Rogers, who was one of our most intimate friends, took pique at some trifle [the nonpayment] a few months since, and being a very vindictive man, allied himself with Messrs. H[arward] &
Co. 19, and persecutes us to an intense degree, by lodging complaints against one person and thing after
another, which by our Statutes must be "investigated". He told Lord D[e La Warr] that he would bring
charge after charge in every possible form, would go to the highest court ... (to remove me for being
married and under fifty), and would write to the Bishop. Twice we have been obliged to have lawyers
from town to defend our people, and on Thursday, the 22nd, I am to be investigated, R. having nineteen
charges formally drawn up against me.' 20
A memorial having been submitted to the commissioners by Harward, West and Rogers, their
inspector held an enquiry in the College hall on 30 August. The statements of the parties and witnesses
and their interjections were reported virtually verbatim in the Sussex Express (1 September) and the proRogers Brighton Gazette (6 September), and other publications. I have selected from them what is most
relevant to understanding Rogers's beliefs and actions, the proper focus for this article. To understand it
all, the books about Neale should be consulted for the full context, his position, and their. interpretations.
Rogers gave factual information about himself and his relationship to the College, to which he
was often refused admission and locked out of the chapel when there was no service. (The inspector
ruled he had a right of admission.) Neale had referred to the Earl not the Assistants when in January he
charged the probationer collegian Elizabeth Ongley with fornication with [William] Wren [the porter],
but would not substantiate it when the patron and assistants investigated, because they had confessed it.
Rogers had intended to bring charges of immorality against Arabella Swaisland, but on the Assistants'
recommendation the Earl dismissed her and Ongley and her blind mother. Rogers had protested that the
charge against Ongley had not been proved. His nineteen charges against Neale were read out. They
included telling some inmates not to answer the Assistants' questions and having one of them [Rogers]
forcibly removed by the police. Rogers produced a letter of 17 March from Neale' s solicitor threatening
proceedings. He had put the matter into the hands of a local solicitor [Thomas Robert] Burt. He listed
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the consequent meetings, examinations and admonitions, but Neale had refused to attend and had burnt
or returned the admonitions. Rogers had continued to visit; the policeman had not arrested him because
the magistrates' clerk Arthur Hastie had said it would be exceeding his duty. Rogers also objected to the
men's rooms being above the women's. (Presumably he thought single-sex staircases safer.)
Neale' s evidence consisted of factual information about precedents for his position in the College
records. He did not respond to Rogers's arguments. The evidence of Mrs Homer the College nurse and
of the vicar did not mention Rogers, apart from the latter's saying to a friend on his last visit 'Here's a
Protestant Chapel, what do you think of this?' and 'There you are Mr Neale, listening as you always do',
which the inspector ruled irrelevant. Rogers objected to Mrs Homer's post as she was not paid from
College funds, but the inspector ruled that out too. He also frequently dismissed religious issues, but
would go on if they were for the good of the charity, and said Rogers should let bygones be bygones and
keep quiet.
The charity commissioners declined a new scheme, but the inspector made recommendations
regarding practical administrative problems, Rogers's first positive achievement for the College, but he
failed in his main object: to have Neale ruled ineligible for the Wardenship and therefore removed. That
did not deter him in the slightest.

The feud resumes
Neale can take up the story here, summarised on 24 July 1856 in a letter to his friend Benjamin
MW 33

'At the end of June I had the offer of a small living, and declined it. The next week, Rogers began all his
annoyances over again. ... On the hypothesis that Lord D. is not patron and I not Warden, he gave out his
intention of taking away all our rooms from us, except two, and filling them with poor people; and
accordingly he took one by force, and put a woman into it without any warrant of any kind, breaking
open the door. Tooke' s advice was to resist force by force. Three times, therefore, we turned out the
intruder; while R. was daily smashing open doors, smashing out windows, etc; the police not daring to
interfere, as being a disputed right. At last, one of our people, in resisting him, was handed over to the
police for an assault. The magistrates ... after a three-hours' hearing, inflicted a nominal fine ... leaving
us in possession of the field. The children we had sent to Brighton [to his mother]. Orders have been
given to the police to take up R. if he breaks open any more doors, because, though not a breach of
the peace in itself, it was so calculated to provoke one. ... It was impossible to live in this state of things
- R. one night brought a friend, and they both sat with us with their hats on, while we were at tea. 21
Newspaper reports in Rogers's scrapbooks 22 provide additional details of his doings, as before.
He kept the pot boiling by supplying the text of letters from him to Earl De La Warr (1-9 July [printed 24
July]), Charity Commissioners (24 May 1855-4 March 1856 [31 July]), and Bishop of Chichester (5
March-4 July [7 August]), all with their replies. Mrs Knight, about to become homeless, brought an
application form. Neale wouldn't admit her or Mrs Rogers, so Rogers got a blacksmith to open the door.
On 5 July [Edward] Martin kept Rogers out of the room, in which Neale had installed him. Rogers,
wanting it for Mrs Knight, forced the door open. Martin, who had abused him earlier that day, knocked
him down. Martin was fined 10 shillings for common assault plus costs. At 6 am. on 7 July Neale and
his sister put Mrs Knight's furniture in the field behind the College in drenching rain. A letter from
Rogers was read out at a Brighton Protestant Association meeting in early August and it was agreed he
could address it. The report of his talk [21 August], pouring out all his grievances against Neale, took up
seven columns. From then on Rogers fraternised with the Association and the Gazette gave editorial
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support while printing letters from partisans of both sides. On 7 October a letter from 'L.N.L.' in the
rival Brighton Examiner denounced Rogers's 'unchristian attack' and said he ought to resign.
The Inquest on the death of an inmate
The next issue of the Examiner (14 October) contained a detailed report of the inquest called for
by Dr Whyte, the College's unofficial medical officer and friend of the Neales, which Rogers duly
pasted into his second scrapbook. The Brighton Gazette's report (16 October) was republished as a 24page booklet (by Rogers according to Dr Lough 23). On the fourth of that month Neale published a 16page Letter to the inhabitants of East Grinstead, re-iterating his position. 24
George Taylor had died in the afternoon of 6 October. To enable Rogers to attend, the inquest
was adjourned from the next day, when by chance the coroner was in the neighbourhood, until Friday 10.
Taylor, an 85-year old retired publican, had been in the College about 13 or 14 years and ill for about a
fortnight. He had been sent to the Middlesex Hospital with eye problems, probably cataracts, after
Rogers's time as house surgeon. Mr Campbell de Morgan, a personal friend of Rogers, operated on him,
with partial success. Neale deposed that a year ago last spring Rogers had persisted in visiting Mrs Bish
and had been taken away by the policeman. Taylor had then told him he would rather die at Balcombe
and be buried at Cuckfield than be similarly bothered.
Rogers came on 3 October and briefly examined Taylor, which he resented, having wanted him
kept away because he 'bothered him' by 'poking him about'. Whyte came at about 11 p.m. and found
his condition worsened. Both doctors called again on Sunday. At about 12 the next day, when Whyte
was in the room and Taylor apparently dying, Rogers arrived with Mr de Morgan, who advised him to
withdraw. Instead he denigrated Whyte's competence (as quoted at the start of this article) and made
notes, observing 'This will do for my next week's Gazette'. Whyte sent for the policeman, who said he
had no authority to take Rogers into custody, went to Mr Tooke the magistrate, and returned. Both
doctors then left.
The verdict of the jury of 'leading tradesmen of the town' was that Taylor had died of natural
causes and 'there does not rest the slightest imputation on the character of Mr Rogers; but that the
conduct of Mr Whyte, in causing this enquiry, was frivolous and uncalled for'. It was greeted with loud,
repeated cheers and many congratulations from the gentlemen and tradesmen among the 100+ people in
the public gallery.
The Brighton Examiner of 21 October printed extracts from Neale's Letter and recalled that on 7
January 1854, at the meeting to set up the Brighton Protestant Association, the protest of the opponents,
seconded by Neale, was signed, among others, by Henry Rogers of East Grinstead. In reply to Neale's
Letter the medical officer at the Middlesex Hospital who had operated on Taylor in 1849 stated that
Rogers was not at that time the house surgeon or in any way connected with it; he might have visited
Taylor but not professionally.
At this point in the scrapbook is a manuscript letter from Tooke dated 13 October 1856, saying
directly that their friendly relations must undergo change because many of Rogers's recent proceedings
have been contrary to all his notions of what is right. He won't have him in his house but will exchange
civilities in public and on business if Rogers wishes. He has no personal quarrel or hostile feelings. A
note by Rogers that Tooke wrote to Mr Foskett (the militant chairman of the B.P.A.) on 6 October is
with it. Then comes Rogers's reply, dated 15 October, agreeing because of the disclosures of Tooke's
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apparently extraordinary proceedings concerning the College.
The Brighton Gazette's campaign continued unremittingly. On 30 October it reported a protest
meeting on the 23rd in East Grinstead at which Rogers made a speech and proposed the vote of thanks.
He said he had accepted the assistant wardenship conditionally because he did not share all Neale's
views, even though his friend. He did not then know 'all Neale's secret practices', primarily hearing
confessions, which came out with the WrenlOngley business. The charity commissioners had told him
that they had no power to remove Neale but he could bring a suit in Chancery, for which he had no
money. From that day, 10 January, he and West turned against Neale. [It is possible that Rogers was
slightly spinning accepting the role of assistant warden, to substantiate his Protestant core. At a B.P.A.
meeting reported in the same issue he said he was ashamed he had initially opposed its formation.]
Christmas that year was 'the happiest we have had for some time', Neale wrote to a friend on 30
December. His choir's late-night carol singing in the town on Christmas Eve was 'never so good - partly
on account of an attempt by Rogers to put them down - nor so well listened to.' 25 His reading prayers
and preaching in the chapel earlier that day were reported to the bishop by Rogers on the same date. The
bishop prudently replied that if it was so, he should get a proctor to arrange a trial. 26
Home, garden and travel
The general location of Rogers's home in the 1851 census (p.5 above) is slightly more exactly
given in Kelly's Sussex directory for 1852, East Grinstead Common. The earliest record of its name that
I have found is in Hayward's East Grinstead almanack for 1863, Green Hedges. We cannot tell if he had
always occupied the same site, probably that of the building still bearing that name at the end of Green
Hedges Avenue, which looks as if it could have been put up for Rogers but probably not on his first
settling here. Neither it nor the cottage opposite is on the 1841 tithe map. Both are on the next largescale map, the first edition 25" Ordnance Survey of 1873. In the collection of Common rents, 1820-75,
Rogers first appears in 1856.27 Neither building is listed. For our Society's tree survey in 1989 Mr
David Nicol recorded these exotic specimens there: Cork Oak, Dawn Redwood (Metasequoia), Deodar
Cedar, Monterey Cypress, Monterey Pines, Sequoia, Swamp Cypress and Wellingtonia. There is an
illustrated article on Rogers's garden in his large scrapbook for 1874-78, from which I copied no details.
In 1857 Rogers visited Paris, where on 1 August he bought a railway guide De Paris a Dieppe. It
includes the town of Sauqueville from which the Sackville family took their name. Almost certainly he
broke his journey there. 28
The Lewes riot
On 23 November 1857 the youngest and newest recruit to St Margaret's, Sister Amy, died of
scarlet fever caught from a case she was nursing. Rumours arose that Neale had persuaded her to make a
will leaving all her money to him or the Sisterhood, then deliberately placed her in the way of fatal
infection. Her father, the Rev. John Scobell, rector of Southover in Lewes, who had opposed her
joining, did nothing to refute the rumours and a large crowd gathered for her funeral. After the service
Neale was attacked by the mob and escaped through back gardens to Lewes station. National, regional
and local newspapers covered the event and its sequel in detail. Rogers 'rendered himself conspicuous',
Neale wrote on 23 November to the Sussex Express correcting its report, 'by accompanying the funeral
procession through this town with a countenance anything but that of mourner.' He then travelled by the
same train as Neale and the sisters but changed at Brighton rather than Haywards Heath, but was spotted
in the crowd. Rogers preserved a single-sheet offprint of Neale' s letter of 21 November to the Times29,
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noting that it omitted 'the impression of all of us is that some at least of the bearers and lightmen were
the ringleaders' and was distributed in the town by Miss Baker 'the lady boarder'.
Disputes in the College
Thanks to Wren's memoranda we learn of domestic disputes in 1858 which are not reported in
Rogers's scrapbooks - too trivial for the newspapers, not likely to enhance his reputation and not directly
relevant to ousting Neale. Their scrappy nature, never intended for publication, makes comprehension
difficult, but they reveal the continuing strife. Only those mentioning Rogers are given here, with the
hope that, rather than lingering unknown to researchers, they may eventually fit into a wider picture,
including the implication in reports of the B.P.A. meetings that Wren was recruited to Rogers's cause.
11 January: 'Mr Rogers and another gentleman came to see the college ... Mrs Neal's cook did abuse Mr
Rogers verry much.' 30 January: 'the cook did Abuse Mr Rogers verry much and me to.'
The General Dispensary
In 1858 at a public meeting called to set up a dispensary Rogers 'proffered his gratuitous services
which were gratefully accepted'. Its function was to supply to the sick poor not entitled to be
attended by the Union medical officers [paid from the poor rate] advice, medicines, surgical appliances,
etc. free of charge. It was open from Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, 12 - 2 p.m. and supported by
voluntary contributions. As honorary secretary Rogers controlled its finances until resigning in January
1865 .30 In recognition of his work for it he was given a greenhouse. 31 (William Wren was not so
appreciative of its medicines in 1858: on 23 August 'the bills of the cheap and nasty were printed and
circulated in the town'. 32) Rogers was also medical officer to the Hartfield dispensary. 33
Trouble with Mrs Preston
There are, inexplicably, no cuttings in Rogers's scrapbooks relating to the events of 1859. Wren
noted some details, however, and Dr Lough summarised in his biography of Neale what he found in that
year's Brighton Gazette. 34 A couple of mystifying entries in Wren's memoranda have some relevance.
11 January 'Mrs Preston ... gave 2 letters to Mrs Neal one for herself and one for Mr Neal in the evening
[and] gave me a paper about Mr Neal and quireys [?inquiries] and the pump that was removed from the
square
Equally obscure entries in 1858 illustrate Lough's statement that Mrs Ann Preston had been 'a
source of trouble for some time'. On 30 January 1859, according to the newspaper, she assaulted Mrs
Neale after a service in the chapel, calling her 'a vile Jezebel, who was dragging her husband down the
pit of perdition', etc. A policeman was called and Preston locked in her room overnight. Next day she
was charged, found guilty and fined five shillings, which she refused to pay. For this she was committed
to Lewes prison for ten days. Neale appealed unsuccessfully for leniency, and on
- February 'Mr Rogers went to Lewes jail to see Mrs Preston and did see her'
On her release Rogers persuaded West to join him in holding a fresh enquiry. It was decided she
had been 'wrongfully treated' and the case was re-tried by jury, which found in her favour.
8 March 'Mrs Preston gave Mr Rogers her will to keep till her death and then to be opened by Mr Rogers
himself if he is there'
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Rogers pasted in this document, out of chronological order, between cuttings of 7 and 9 October
1856, actually a letter from Mary Ann Preston to Rogers, dated 7 March, apparently telling him where to
find her bank book so that after paying her funeral expenses he might have the use of her money. Rogers
then, the Gazette reports, facilitated two actions in the county court by Mrs Preston on 13 April, one
against Mr and Mrs Neale for assault, the other against Neale for false imprisonment. Guilty verdicts
were returned on both counts.
Wren's notes, stretching from 1848 to 68, seem at first sight mere random miscellanea of varying
importance, but the entries quoted here, when considered in context in the full story, can be seen as
deliberately selective memoranda in the literal sense, things to be remembered. They can be read to
imply that Rogers was manipulating Mrs Preston and her possible mental instability to further his own
ends: harassing the Neales into going, and even perhaps ultimately some personal financial enrichment.
Meanwhile, the Gazette of 14 April reported, Superintendent Kenward [of East Grinstead] had
applied for a summons calling on Neale to answer charges of attempting to set fire to the College back in
1851. The press was not admitted to the private hearing, but could announce the magistrates' decision
that the application could not be entertained. Neale then sued the Gazette and the Assistants for libel.
The case against the paper was forthrightly dismissed, and no case was found against the Assistants. The
Gazette, however, became more cautious thenceforth.
Public service and domestic circumstances

Rogers too seems to have abated his campaign against Neale, though in 1862 Wren records
2 August 'Dr Rogers told me that Miss Gream [Mother Superior of St Margaret's] was turn over to the
Roman Catholick'
(There was never any truth in this.) Fortunately Rogers was finding new and more positive outlets for
hisenergy. In 1860 the Cottage Garden Society for East Grinstead and Lingfield was founded
'to offer inducements to the Labouring Classes to pay additional attention to the cultivation of their
gardens by holding annual exhibitions and awarding prizes for the best specimens of garden produce and
the best kept gardens'.
Rogers is not among its officers in anything I have seen, then or later, but he was named in connection
with it in 1865. He believed people were much better occupied in digging their gardens than sitting
smoking at cricket matches, a game he did not like. 35 In 1860 he was named as the originator of the
flower show, but whether in that year or earlier is not stated. By 1863 he was a member of the Nuisance
Removal Committee [collection of ordure, sewerage, etc.] 36
The 1861 census, taken in April, records John H. Rogers as a 47-year old physician living with
his mother, Anna L. Rogers, an 85-year old annuitant born in Oporto, and their 58-year old domestic
servant Anna Searle. On 12 December Anna Louisa Rogers was buried, aged 86.
The Cottage Hospital

Hayward's almanack for 1863, which would have been compiled in late 1862, states
'In order to increase the benefits of the charity [the dispensary] on the sick poor, the Committee have
resolved, as soon as the required funds have been collected, to erect a building capable of
accommodating twelve in-patients.'
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The concept of a cottage hospital, intended for Rotherfield, has been shown to have originated
with J.M. Neale in 1 855 37 but its practical realisation was the work of Dr Napper at Cranleigh in 1859.
Fowey followed in 1860, then Mr John Moore opened one at Bourton-on-the-Water in 1861 assisted by
the curate, the Rev. C.W.P. Crawfurd. The fourth was established at Iver in March 1863. On 15 January
that year Mr Mitchell Henry, on resigning as consulting surgeon, urged the committee to start a cottage
hospital and gave £5 towards it. 38 Not long afterwards Crawfurd returned to the town of his birth, East
Grinstead, as a private resident. Dr Dennison suggested he might have initiated the idea of a hospital
here, but it is now clear that several people were already aspiring to create one. Crawfurd did, however,
work with Rogers to realise it. The latter provided a cottage he owned near his house, opened it on 14
October and ran it as director and medical officer. He kept a scrapbook covering everything related to its
inception and progress, which, with his original case-book, to 7 December 1864, is now in the West
Sussex Record Office. 'Just such a one as the Cottage Hospital was intended for' he noted onrchI26}
1864 when he and Dr Ogle treated Robert Miles, 17, the son of a small farmer residing with Mr Jesse
Foster of Great Surries, a case of pneumonia who had come to the dispensary with a letter from his
master. Dennison, from whose book uncredited statements in this section are taken, transcribes and
discusses several entries in full. He also prints a letter from Rogers to Sir Henry Burdett in which he
explains why he closed the hospital in 1874. He had become 'the greatest pecuniary contributor'
himself, and no-one came forward to take over.
Rogers has long been regarded as the founder of our current hospital, but this can now be seen as
overstating his role, albeit still the principal one throughout. My suggestion in 1963 that he set it up to
rival the work of St Margaret's 39 can now not be sustained, though no doubt Rogers welcomed being
able to offer an alternative. Even though we had to wait seven years before we had another hospital,
entirely unconnected with the first, and then another six before there was a permanent replacement, we
can still honour Rogers for his pioneering altruistic effort.
Public life and private life
Neither Neale nor Rogers is mentioned in the reports of the Sussex Archaeological Society's
annual general meeting at Sackville College in October 1861 but, perhaps as a result, Rogers was a
member by 1862. 0 In April 1866 he demanded a poll at the Burial Board election. 4 ' J.M. Neale died on
6 August that year. Rogers is not among those named as at his funeral. Dr W.H. Attree succeeded him,
and Rogers and West continued as Assistants.
The 1871 census lists Rogers, aged 58, as before, and Ann Searle, 68, his housekeeper. With
them are John Betchily, 18, his East Grinstead-born groom, and Caroline Boorer, 21, his Lingfleld-born
servant. (The groom's role was with the horse and carriage, and apparently also that of Rogers's valet.)
The Warden42
Attree resigned early in 1872 and Rogers was appointed on 28 March that year by Charles sixth
Earl de la Warr, eldest son of Neale's patron and supporter George the fifth Earl. He moved into the
College 'reluctantly', I suppose because displaced from his hospital and beloved garden, which he let.
With typical energy Rogers initiated repairs, alterations and additions to the College, among them
a large tank for a copious water supply and restoration of the west room. 'A characteristic porch has
been supplied to the north entry, whilst a handsome stone gateway now gives access to the garden on the
eastern slope. The modern windows in the eastern face [have] been superseded by others, which
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harmonise with the original structure. 43 He created a 'Seventeenth-century garden' and bought land on
the west, pulled down a cottage on it, and built a stable on its site (replaced in 1974 by the house for the
gardener that stands today). In 1874, having closed the hospital, he began forming 'The Neale Memorial
Library' in the study, comprising books by or about his predecessor, the Sackvilles and other local
notables, and the history of the area (to be dealt with in a future Bulletin). He also restored and kept up
the 'Christmas festivities', having already set up the 'Dole and Sustentation Fund' at Christmas 1871.
Rogers also continued his medical practice. In 1875 he voted for John Tooth, the candidate in
favour of the re-ordering of the parish church, in the election for people's churchwarden. 44 Four years
later, in the words of all the books, 'he died suddenly at the College' on Saturday 18 October aged 68.
The circumstances

The Kent and Sussex Courier of 24 October 1879 reported what happened Rogers had been
quite well the day before, attending the vestry meeting to protest against the refusal of the Guardians to
admit dead bodies to the workhouse and to support the erection of a mortuary, 'his last public act'. At
the time he was superintending some repairs and had asked the carpenters to come again at 11 on the
18th but by then he was dead. At the inquest on Tuesday, his man-servant John Betchley said he had
complained about his heart on Friday and been in a passion about the wretched state of Green Hedges,
but his bursts of temper were always soon over. His servant at the College, Caroline Bowrah, called him
at 7.30 as usual but, despite her repeated checking, he stayed in bed and spoke drowsily. There was a
chloroform bottle on the drawers and a small green bottle close to his right hand. At about 10 o'clock
his pulse was still, so she sent for Dr Whyte. Dr Collins joined him at about 11 and identified prussic
acid in the little bottle; it could kill within ten minutes. (Minute medical details are given throughout.)
Dr Thomas Bishop, F.R.C.S., who had known Rogers for 40 years and had attended him for six weeks in
Rome when malaria left him much reduced and his blood impoverished, said the fever had stopped after
he planted an accredited remedial shrub in his garden, and he would never have taken the medicines in
the room for it. 'He was excitable, and it was an axiom in medicine as well as in morals that depression
always followed excitement.' The jury's opinion, after an hour's debate, was that he 'came to his death
by taking prussic acid ... and there was no evidence as to the state of his mind at the time'.
.

45

The reactions

The jury could have found 'death by his own hand when the balance of his mind was disturbed'
but dealt gently with someone so well regarded, for suicide was believed to be a sin and attempting it
was a crime. Accordingly he was buried at night in the Queens Road cemetery (grave 819; stone says
age 67) and the obituarists and local historians were silent on the cause of death, though everyone drew
the obvious conclusion and that memory endured. Within our lifetimes an elderly resident of Green
Hedges Avenue told Mr Trevor Blunden that he had committed suicide because the passing of the
Croydon, Oxted and East Grinstead Act in 1878 meant that the projected railway would take part of his
garden.46 We can best leave him in peace, with the words of Albert Stanford (born 1874) 'As a boy I
heard much of Mr Rogers's kindness and practical interest' .47
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Sr Miriam = J.MN. a memoir (serialised in the St Margaret's magazine (E.G.) 1887-95, the relevant pages of which were
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cutting, 20 Sept. 1876 (as note 31) 44 printed list (as note 27, large scrapbook) 45 I am grateful to Mr Graham Edwards
for printing out for me the full account, which I have drastically summarised. 46 T. Blunden, pers. comm. 47 'Memories
of a native', no.41, E. G. Observer, 1942
BALANCE? This article has hardly been a balanced account and, because of constraints on space, it may take
more of the background story for granted than many readers would care for. Nevertheless, as the first published
study of its subject and with much hitherto unused material, it opens the way for refinement by others. Any
information and comments from readers will be as welcome as future studies by researchers. At the least, Rogers
can no longer be seen as a two-dimensional easily categorised minor figure, and Neale' s halo looks rather less
shiny than before.
OUR FIRST TIME 'ON THE BOX': Bulletin 118 (Spring 2017) recounted the first opportunity to see
a television transmission and buy a set here in 1936. The first time the cameras came to East Grinstead
was in c.1953, when Don Cockell the British and European light heavyweight boxing champion opened
our first racing pigeon show. Six years earlier, an unknown boy from Battersea, he had taken part in a
show organised by the town's Amateur Boxing Club. A cameraman told the East Grinstead Observer
that the film would be on the Children's Hour newsreel (probably because the proceeds were to go to the
Sunshine Home for Blind Babies). Cockell, whom Tom Capel the organiser had known almost since his
birth, was a fancier himself. [undated cutting in the Editor's possession]
FIFTY YEARS AGO: 'The East Grinstead branch of the National Provincial Bank is the first bank in
the town to have entered the computer age. On Saturday the branch completed a four day change-over
from the old system and is now linked to the London Computer Centre. The East Grinstead computer is
able to calculate 2000 customers' balances in a second. It takes three seconds to print an up-to-the
minute customer's statement. It won't affect the individual contact with customers in any way.' - E. G.
Courier, 17 August 1967. [The bank, at 13 High St, later amalgamated with the Westminster, 15 London Rd.]
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS

THE TITHING OF WARDLEY

A review by Mi. Leppard

The tithing of Wardley, an area of some 400 acres in the north-western corner of our ancient
parish listed in Domesday Book, was discussed and mapped by P.D. Wood in our Bulletin 58 (Spring
1996). It has now been thoroughly studied in the Feibridge & District History Group's handout 138
(May 2017). Documents (mostly unpublished), archaeological finds, landscape history and field-work
are all brought into service. Interpreting sporadic written references and reconciling them with each
other and with the physical evidence has inevitably been far from straightforward, and readers will need
clear heads and careful attention to details. The result, including three maps, though acknowledged as
not the last word on its subject, is an important contribution to eventual comprehensive coverage of our
knowledge and understanding of our local past.
This is not the place for systematic dialogue with the arguments and conclusions, but attention
may be drawn to a few of them. Indications of a possible mansio (staging post) on the Roman road by
the moated site, identified by an archaeological geophysicist David Stavely, are mentioned but there is
(uncharacteristically) no footnoted reference that can be followed up. In Domesday Book Warlege with
its three component units is held by the lord of Horsted Keynes but by 1564 only the small area north of
Felbridge Water remained in the manor of Horsted Keynes Broadhurst. In that document Mr Wood's
reading 'Sallye Lane' is rendered 'Jallye Lane' (and also by Mrs Heather Warne, pers. comm.) and
persuasively taken as yet another variation of Yawley/Flailey, etc., today's Hurley Farm. The 1808
report of beating the bounds of the parish has not been consulted but corresponds well with the
boundary from the tithe map of 1841 that is traced. The inadmissible derivation of Gullege from
Warlege was not 'argued' by me, but stated by the linguistician Professor Richard Coates. A hitherto
unknown sequence of potential earlier forms is given: La Gulache/Le Culache (1288), ater Coloche
(1296), de Golocher (1435). Tentative etymologies are proposed for its elements, even indefensibly
from Old Norse, including 'gold', lent some credence by the observation of the late Brian Emmett of
Imberhome Farm that the soil of the fields north of the house includes yellow clay, while the less
productive south-facing ones contain blue. A decades-old suggestion of 'yellow' (Bulletin 76) is not
noticed. As in that Bulletin, however, attention is drawn to the use of the definite article - le/the
Gullege - in many pre- 17th century references, with the suggestion that, grammatically, it is not a
proper noun but a common one, a feature of the site before the house was built there.
§ The Felbridge Group's handout may be obtained from the Group do Oaklands, Lake View
Road, Furnace Wood, East Grinstead, RH1 9 2QE, or read on its website www.felbridge.org.uk .

M.J. Leppard, 'Heretics and martyrs in Marian Sussex: networks and
locations', Sussex Archaeological Collections, vol.154 (2016), pp.209-26

A

review by

A.G. Dyson

Between 1555 and 1557 at least 27 persons were burnt in Sussex during the mercifully short
reign of Mary Tudor, and the present article brings together for the first time a full account of the
county's individual victims, adding to Mark Antony Lower's listing several persons whose names have
emerged only in the light of recent research. Heretics and dispossessed clergy are also covered. The
investigation builds on the author's coverage of East Grinstead parish published in Bulletin 87 (Winter
2005-06) and proceeds case by case through each of the three years in question, East Grinstead's three
martyrs suffering in 1556. The biographical reconstruction is highly detailed, much of it presented in
tabular form. Figure 1 (the map) shows that within the country the distribution of offenders was strictly
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limited: East Grinstead and the adjoining parishes of Ardingly and West Hoathly, and a large and
sharply defined group of parishes extending from Withyham as far south as Hailsham, which included
Mayfield, the other local burning site. Other locations were more scattered but included such
significant towns as Chichester, Lewes and Steyning, places where dissent of any kind was always
likeliest to flourish.
If hardly bedtime reading, this is a valuable piece of scholarship, indispensable for studies in the
local workings of the Reformation period. It includes interesting discussions of the location of the
burning sites, that at East Grinstead in the widest part of the High Street. There might perhaps have
been a little more about the background, especially the interaction between the Privy Council, which
took the lead and named suitable cases (how did they learn the names?), and the local ecclesiastical
authorities who arranged the burnings, but these are counsels of perfection.
NOTICES OF OTHER RECENT PUBLICATIONS by the Editor

SUSSEX PAST AND PRESENT (the newsletter of the Sussex Archaeological Society), no. 142
(August 2017) marks the fortieth anniversary of the death last year of Ivan Donald Margaiy, 'an officer,
gentleman, scholar and philanthropist', with a two-page account of his life and his contributions to
learning, including five photographs. Not mentioned, but of greatest significance to us, was the leading
role of his local standing and wider prestige in the successful foundation of our Society fifty years ago
next year. Our own tribute appeared in Bulletin 19 (May 1976).
EAST GRINSTEAD RESIDENTS' AND BUSINESS GUIDE, an unofficial commercial production,
was delivered to every address with an RH19 postcode in April this year. The Town Council, which
was preparing its own guide at the time, was taken unawares, and no local person or other body seems
to have been involved in producing it or consulted. Sufficient advertising was attracted, however, and,
once past the common errors in the historical part, it contains a wide range of factual information. This
usefully complements the official publication, including a welcome statement that the East Grinstead
Society 'plays an important role in the town'.
The EAST GRINSTEAD OFFICIAL GUIDE AND MAP, published by the Town Council in the
summer, continues the recent format that steadily improves with each edition. A serious error persists,
however: the statement that the Town Museum is run by trustees 'subsequent to the donation of the site
which was purchased by the Town Council'. Having been involved in the process, I must emphatically
point out that the site and the building on it were bought by the council, then sold to the trustees for £50
with reversion to the council and refunding of the £50 if the Museum failed. Given the museum's
inherent precarious financial position, it is essential that this misinformation (often stated elsewhere
also) should not cause disputes, resentment or even threats of litigation, if the worst ever comes to pass.
The 2017 edition of the council's DISCOVER EAST GRINSTEAD pamphlet ensures that visitors will
know how much there is to enjoy seeing and doing round here in a day trip or longer stay.
The two last named are available from the Library's Tourist Information desk or Council offices free of charge.

RE-ASSURANCE: Special articles to mark our Society's 50th anniversary have already been asked
for from several people for the next Bulletin.
Whose Bulletin have you been reading?
For details of how to be sure of your own copy, see foot of p.2.

