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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY
www.eastgrinsteadsociety.org
The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East Grinstead and its
environs. The town has a long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for the time being
to the hands of our generation. It should be our concern that such contributions as we in turn make are
worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future.
The Society arranges regular talks, discussions, walks and visits. It produces this Bulletin of articles of
local interest and a Newsletter twice yearly. Its 1969 report on the High Street conservation area was
well received as a basis for future policy. It is very active in monitoring all planning applications and
making representations to the authorities on planning issues and promotes citizenship education in local
schools. It has held exhibitions, planted trees, restored the churchyard railings and martyrs' memorial,
and financed tree-ring dating of some buildings in the High Street. It has also produced surveys of
trees, seats and playground equipment, provided a plaque by the mass grave of victims of enemy action
in Mount Noddy cemetery (now superseded) and historical guide-maps in the High Street, and
presented seats in memory of leading former members to Sackville College and the High Street. It has
published a book of reminiscences, sets of postcards reproducing old photographs, three town trails
(one of them also in French and German) and leaflets on the local martyrs and on Mount Noddy and
Moat Pond.. With the Town Council it established the now independent Town Museum.
The Society is a registered charity (no.257870) and belongs to the Federation of Sussex Amenity
Societies. A copy of its constitution is available on request.
The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to represent public opinion; the
larger the membership the greater the influence. Membership forms are on the website or obtainable
from 7 Durkins Road, East Grinstead, RH19 2ER. The subscription is £10 p.a. By signing a Gift Aid
form standard-rate income tax payers can increase its value at no cost to themselves. Persons wishing
only to receive the Bulletin can do so at the newly reduced rate of £4 per calendar year, payable in
advance to the Editor (address on cover).
PRESIDENT Mrs M. COLLINS, D.L.
OFFICERS, 2015-16
CHAIRMAN N.J. BEALE, B.A., F.C.A.
VICE-CHAIRMAN it MAYNARD
HON. TREASURER M.R. LYONS
HON. SECRETARY vacant
EDITOR OF BULLETIN M.J. LEPPARD, M.A.
Contributions for the Bulletin to the Editor, through whom permission must be sought to reproduce any
contents. Unattributed contributions are from the Editor or officers. Attributed opinions are not
necessarily anyone's but their author's.
BACK NUMBERS OF BULLETINS from the Editor: single copies £1 + postage (3 second-class stamps

acceptable); more than one copy £1 each, post free; set of all issues in print (97) £20 (to be collected by
arrangement after payment). There is a waiting list for out-of-print issues. Unwanted back-numbers (even
damaged or defective) are always welcome for re-sale. A list of principal contents is on the website.
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EDITORIAL
Bulletin 116, though dated Summer 2016, was, as an extra number, deliberately not sent out until the

Autumn number that you are reading now could be circulated, along with the next Newsletter. The
reason was keeping down postal costs, just as the expenditure on its printing was covered by the
editor's paying for it as his personal tribute to the late Patrick Wood, our founder-chairman. Its aboveaverage number of pages testifies to the back-log of publishing regular indexes. Catching up could be
achieved easily by reverting to three numbers a year, but there would be commensurate increases in
costs. So long as the rule is two, it is recognised that members might not relish one of them being not
exactly a good read. Moreover there is at present no shortage of material. Full indexing, however, is
essential to the usefulness of any journal whose chief concern is publishing reliable original research.
When it is realised that no index of local place-names has been published since Bulletin 104 (Autumn
2011), of non-local place-names since 94 (Summer 2008) and of matters since 72 (Winter 2000/01) the
seriousness of the situation will be appreciated. Members' thoughts will be welcomed by the editor and
the committee.
COVER PICTURE: An unattributed postcard of c. 1900, one of a series distinguished by sharp images
and red lettering. The name New Road, now long obsolete, denotes its replacing Old Road in 1826.
TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO: Newsletter 52 (August 1991) led with the unanimous endorsement at

our Open Forum of our Society's campaign for a bus link between this town and Gatwick Airport and
rejection of West Sussex County Council's declining to provide one. We had therefore asked county
councillor Mrs Margaret Collins (now our president) to pursue the matter. In response to our request
for more and better facilities for collecting recyclables, Mid Sussex District Council was preparing a
report on the subject. One of our members had been elected to that body and three to the Town Council
(in political party interests). Talks had been on funeral hymns in 19th-century Sussex, fitting new
buildings into traditional settings, and the proposed South Downs national park. Mrs Judith Edye paid
warm tribute to Mr Ron Michell, whose death was a great loss to our Society; his contribution to it had
been 'immeasurable'. The Museum Society's memorial appeal had raised £337 so far. Newsletter 53
(November) reported the annual general meeting, attended by only 27 members. Income was higher
than expected, expenditure less, so the subscription could remain at £7. The Gatwick bus campaign
had gained support from local councils and other bodies and a potential operator had been identified.
We were now also campaigning for residential use of vacant accommodation over shops. The guided
walk following our second town trail had taken nearly three hours. Talks had been given on the history
of Lewes and crime and punishment in old East Grinstead. The outing to Romsey was appreciatively
reported, and thanks were expressed to Mr and Mrs Hurcomb for all they had done for the Society in
their ten years here. Bulletin 49 (Autumn 1991) contained an article by R.H. Wood, first circulated
privately in 1974, on the 'surprisingly scenic' Queens Road cemetery, its text and map devoted mainly
to the history of the site and its environment. There were shorter pieces on tallow chandlers in East
Grinstead and the history of the local Sainsbury's store, opened in 1921, demolished by a flying bomb
in 1944, re-located to Queens Walk in 1974, and rumoured to be seeking a new out-of-town site.
BULLETIN 115 (Spring 2016): As readers will have gathered from its final paragraphs, there had to

be some last-minute re-organisation of this number. In the haste, internal cross-references were not
properly checked. The following corrections should be made: p.6, first line of text, for 'previous page'
read p.14; p.20, second paragraph, for 'p.0' read p.8. On pp.6f. inconsistent type-sizes were missed.

RENTS IN KIND: In Bulletin 96 (Winter 2008-09, p.6) I recorded all the references I knew to
manorial tenants' services in person: ploughing, mowing, seasonal tasks, etc., all eventually commuted
to money payments. The same fate also befell rent paid in kind rather than cash, leaving little evidence
here. In 1548 Boylys Farm still, at least notionally, owed the manor of Brambletye 18s. annual rent and
4 barbed arrows 'which cost yearly 16d.'. The next year this was rephrased to 'with 1 6d. for the price
of 4 barbed arrows.' 1 We can thus account for the name of Horseshoe Farm, first encountered in 1555
in a grant of lands by John Payne of 'Horsshoo in Brambletye', 2 and not known by any earlier name, i.e.
its annual rent was, or included, one or more horseshoes.
M.J.L.
1

Chantry certificate, East Sussex Record Office SAS G6/63, Particulars of grants, The National Archives E3 18/1904;
printed in Sussex Archaeological Collections, vol.109 (1972), pp.27, 30 2 E.S.R.O. SAS RF 2/70

DEMARCATION IN THE BOROUGH OF EAST GRINSTEAD: Under this title in Bulletin 115
(Spring 2016, pA) I presented a case for the laying-out of burgage plots in our High Street to have been
done by ploughing. I failed to note the Anglo-Saxon and later practice of ploughing land in strips,
known as selions. Each was approximately 5'/2 yards or 16'/2 feet wide, the dimension still termed a
rod, pole or perch, two of which generally account for the frontage-width of most of our former burgage
tenements to this day. These facts seem to support my hypothesis pretty conclusively, and to fit the
evidence of 16 foot burgage-frontages in Farnham. M.J.L.
COMMEMORATING OUR MARTYRS: At the unveiling of the commemorative plaque in the
High Street in July this year the Town Mayor was supported by the East Grinstead Bonfire Boys, who
also laid floral tributes on the memorial stones in the parish churchyard. I had not realised the town
now had such a body again, though I knew that the Lewes martyrs are celebrated there by one society
every 5 November. For many years I have noticed flowers on the stones from time to time but, until 20
July this year, never looked closer. I believe the Sussex Martyrs' Commemoration Council used to
provide them on the anniversary for many years; it had added the stone surrounds in 1932 and until
about 1990 had sent an annual donation towards maintenance. M.J.L.
GRATEFUL REMEMBRANCE: The announcement in July this year of the death of the eminent
archaeologist Beatrice de Cardi, aged 102, took me back to April 1968 when she was one of the
speakers at the public meeting which brought our Society into being. Then secretary of the Council for
British Archaeology, she warned of 'the piecemeal destruction of historic buildings ... taking place in
towns all over the country and said that an active and well informed society could play an important
role in the community'. The same newspaper report's statement 'her family lives in the High Street'
suggests how she was persuaded to come here. The local directory for 1962 lists her mother, Christine,
M.J.L.
Countess de Cardi, at 55 High Street. [E.G. Observer, 10 April 1968; Who's Who (1 986)]
AS OTHERS SAW US (56): 'You will be glad to know lye arrived quite safe - the country is lovely
but I would rather be washing up.' - postcard of Blackwell Hollow from 'Evelyn' to fellow servant in
Pimlico, posted 16 August 1906 (editor's collection)
AS WE SAW OURSELVES (46): 'The town ... is really one street with wide pavements kept
scrupulously clean, and the air is beautifully crisp and clear. The shops are first-class and discourtesy
unknown, the buildings out of the ordinary, for the most part picturesque and largely governed by the
influential architectural society who live to prevent eyesores. The members of the highly efficient
police force all seem to effuse good nature and are kind enough to prevent charabancs stopping here,
much to the pleasure of the many ladies who drive their own cars, whilst the main street has a splendid
parking space.' - Estate agent P.J. May's East Grinstead, an illustrated guide (1928), pp.27f.

SOME PEOPLE OF EAST GRINSTEAD (continued): CHARLES ABBOT

M.J. Leppard

In 1803 Charles Abbot, the Speaker of the House of Commons, bought Kidbrooke at Forest
Row for £15,375 to be his home during parliamentary recesses, Christmas and high summer. He soon
began extensive alterations to the house, pleasure grounds and farming.
Immediately, as second-in-command of the North Pevensey Volunteers, he recruited 46 men,
training them at Ashurst Wood and Forest Row, and on disbandment in 1806 hosting them to dinner at
the Swan, which he owned. In 1803 he also joined East Grinstead parish church rebuilding trust and in
1811 got his steward William Inwood appointed to supervise the construction of the tower, declaring 'I
will have a tower I can see and a bell I can hear at Kidbrooke' and offering to pay if funds fell short.
Inevitably Abbot became Forest Row's 'village squire'. In 1803 he started a school, himself
meeting costs of rent, materials, salaries and some pupils' fees. In the severe winter of 1814-15, with 8
inches of snow and high prices for corn, he dined 120 poor people under the elms and provided meat,
loaves and small beer to take home. Kindnesses to individuals ranged from helping a former curate,
Charles John Paterson, become vicar of West Hoathly to getting his butler's son, Richard Gifford, into
a government office - but he 'went wrong' and was hanged for fraud aged 26.
In 1814, appointed a trustee of the failed East Grinstead Free Grammar School, Charles Abbot
successfully proposed rescuing it by uniting it with the National Society. Five years later he chaired the
meeting establishing the East Grinstead Savings Bank for the labouring classes, whose advantages
included reduced likelihood of their becoming dependent on the parish.
On retiring as Speaker in 1817 he was made Baron Colchester with a pension of £4000 p.a.
Thanks to his chairmanship of the Surrey and Sussex Turnpike Trust from 1820 we still benefit
from the 'Brambletye bends' and the approach to the town bypassing Wall Hill and Old Road
respectively and the gentler gradient and easier turn along the High Street into London Road.
Lord Colchester died in 1829, with Kidbrooke worth nearly £5000 and London property £2750,
and was buried in Westminster Abbey. A tablet in our parish church commemorates a life 'devoted to
the advancement of religion, the good of his country and the welfare of his neighbour'.
SOURCES: Records of institutions named and B.C. Byford's account based on his papers in Forest Row, vol.1,
part 3 (Aug. 1984)
A SOURCE REDISCOVERED: My statement in 2001 'Our High Street contains 14 ... hall-houses,

more than any other town in the country' committed to print a long-standing claim, not only by me, and
still asserted by many, often embracing all our timber-framed buildings. It was authoritatively
corrected by Mrs K.S. Coutin as soon as published.' Since then I have endeavoured to refute it each
time it re-surfaces, while embarrassingly trying to locate my source. It proves to have been a carefully
qualified statement in 1964 by R.T. Mason2, whose pioneering studies generated continuing research by
many others which have modified some of his conclusions. M.J.L.
1

East Grinstead Museum Compass 6 (Autumn 2001), p.12

2 Framed buildings of the Weald, p.53

DO WE QUALIFY? The American author Harper Lee considered a small country town to be 'the last
refuge of eccentrics'. - her obituary, Daily Telegraph, 20 February 2016
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TWO HUNDRED YEARS AGO

FOREST—ROW
Fair & Sports,
On Tuesday. 25th. Juno, 1816.

John Hoare,
RESPECTFULLY informs his Friends and
the Public, that he has selected for their
amusement on this occasion, a great variety
of new and laughable DIVERSIONS, with
every
comfortable
accommodation:
that
cannot fail to afford the highest gratification
to the sight and appetite of those, who are
pleased to favor him with the honor of their
Company on the above Day.

With Admiration Great I

EACH MAY BEHOLD,
Leaping, Jumping, Jingling, Dancing,
Rural Pleasures, high and low;
Mirthful glee and Sports abounding,
All alive at FOREST-ROW.
See my Sign, a SWAN. gay swimming,
Pretty Emblem this for thee;
Swim my Friends in choicest Liquor,
Thirsty Souls are GAIN to me.
Polite, attentive, cheerful, nimble,
You will see me, JOHNNY HOARE;
If you spend your Money freely
Drink and loudly call for MORE.
In the Evening, a grand Display of

FIRE-WORKS.
Palmer; Printer;Eari-Grinsted.

The programme reprinted left in a modem type-face was
reproduced in a contribution dated 2 February 1880 from Thomas
Cramp to the North Sussex Gazette. I have 'a clear recollection'
he wrote, 'of the jovial landlord. He was a model Inn-keeper of
that bye-gone time. In early life he [was], butler to a branch of the
De La Warr family; and the transition from such a situation to
Innkeeper, then as now, was no uncommon occurrence. Johnny
Hoare was rather corpulent; he had a genial disposition; appeared
full of kindly humour; was good natured; could chat and crack a
joke with all corners, either in the parlour, bar or taproom; he
could sing, tell a story, smoke, join in a spree, sip grog with the
squire, or ale with the tramp. But after all, whatever benefit his
winning manners, and seductive traffic, might have been to his
liquor-loving customers; it is quite certain he reaped no benefit
himself, poor fellow: for at an advanced age; afflicted with gout,
and supported on crutches: he became a pensioner in Sackville
College: and there, after a short sojourn, he quietly ended his
days.' Cramp recorded the date in his diary: 2 May 1844.
John Hoare is one of the many colourful inmates of the
College to feature in the new book on its history reviewed below.
In the 1841 census he is a pensioner, aged 71, not born in Sussex.

BROCKHURST, BROOKHURST AND HOLE HOUSE

M.J. Leppard

In attempting to unravel the inter-related histories of Brockhurst and Brookhurst in Bulletin 106
(Summer 2012) I found the Ashurst Cottage/Ashurst Lodge sequence of mid-19th century names for
the Lewes Road site intruded upon by Hole House in the 1851 census. It was certainly apt, but whether
a genuine but otherwise unrecorded vernacular alternative or the enumerator's ad hoc inspiration I
could not tell. A note by W.H. Hills at p.106 of his own annotated copy of his History of East
Grinstead (1906) provides some clarification.
Mr K.R. Murchison, he noted, lived at a house formerly known as the Hole Farm opposite the
entrance to Worsteds Farm. Before his time the name had been changed to Ashurst Lodge by William
Watson Smythe (afterwards of Wadhurst Castle). Murchison added Brookhurst to it, pulled down the
house formerly belonging to Mr Capes (the site where Herontye now stands) and gave the name Brookhurst to Ashurst Lodge. Afterwards he found the old form was Brockhurst, so he changed it to that.
In fact, as shown in my article, the name Ashurst Cottage was in use during its ownership by
John Wright, but by 1849 changed to Ashurst Lodge by Robert Watson Smyth (sic), the father of
William Watson. Hole Farm/Hole House seems therefore to have been in regular use and it may be the
same as the Hole Farm/Whole House Farm valued by William Turner in 1828. Unfortunately I made
no notes when I borrowed the document from the late Mr P.D. Wood, so for now identification remains
uncertain but quite probable.
*West Sussex Record Office, acc. 7986

YOUR DETECTIVE IN THE INTERVIEW ROOM

M.J. Leppard

Briefly left alone in the interview room of the solicitors Mason & Beer one day last year I saw an
old document in a frame on the wall and hastily made some notes. It was a conveyance of an unidentified local property to Henry Dumsday, butcher, and James Budgen, mason, executed in 1841. It
was formerly held by Robert Williams and James Saunders, since - Gunne and Joanna Martin, widow,
and since Mr Wicks and after Mr W[illegible]. With such a trail of names and 1841 not only a census
year but also the date of our tithe map it should be easy, I thought, to identify it before bedtime.
In fact it was far from easy. I could not find any matches for the previous owners except Mr
Wicks. His jig-saw pieces are therefore fitted together first, with no picture on the lid for guidance.
On 2 December 1813 Richard Wicks, a single man from Lindfield, married Mary King at East
Grinstead parish church. In the draft census return of 1821 Richard Wicks, engaged in agriculture, was
head of one family (1 male, 2 females) in one house, listed next after Edward Wood, victualler, as the
enumerator went from side to side out of the town along London Road.' Edward Wood was assessed for
the White Lion [on the site now McDonald's] in the 1824 church rate book 2 and remained there until his
death in 1835 3 . In the same rate book Richard Weeks is assessed for a house valued at £3.15s. and liable
for ls.1O'Ad. p.a. In the next year's valuation for church rates Richard Wicks is owner and Mary Wicks
occupier of a house and shop, in a similar location, valued at E3.5 S.4 In 1828, Richard Wicks is
proprietor of a house and shop', specified in Pigot's directory for that year as draper and grocer. The
draft census return of 1831 lists Richard Weekes labourer, still next after Edward Wood. 6 The ups and
downs of his life take another turn in 1836 when, by now a widower, he married the widow Mary Fenner
(a surname to be significantly encountered later). Since the census he had prospered enough for his
name to be added into the 1832 poll book for the county when it was revised for the 1837 election. 7 On
23 June 1838 he was buried, aged 62 and affected by smallpox. Mary Wicks, aged 60, followed in 1839,
too late for her entry, as draper and grocer, to be omitted from Pigot's directory for that year, which
would have been compiled in late 1838. We now have an approximate location and an idea of use,
'draper and grocer' at that date indicating the equivalent of a village store or corner shop rather than
specialisation.
Of at least two men named James Budgen recorded in this period, ours seems to be the one who
on 20 March 1811 married Mary Wrist [probably Rice], both single. Twenty years on, the Town section
of the census records James Budgen, bricklayer, head of one family in one house, next before Edward
Head, innkeeper. 5 I can find no other reference to this innkeeper and cannot identify his inn, but being
able to do so would have no relevance to interpreting the conveyance of 1841, which is when James
Budgen next appears in records known to me. At that date 'bricklayer' could still mean what 'builder'
does to us, and generally 'mason' was similarly used. He is therefore probably the Budgen of Messrs
Norman and Budgen who undertook masons' work when the vicarage was rebuilt in 1848. The 1851
census thus finds James Budgen a 60-year old widower and bricklayer, born in West Hoathly and
employing one man. Crucially for this investigation, his position in the listing conforms to the location
already established for Richard Wicks. For that decade we have Edward Steer's equally crucial
recollection from his boyhood in the late-1850s: 'The business now [1899] carried on by Mrs. Beard was
then owned by a Mr. Budgen, and the little old-fashioned shop and house, removed only a few years
since, was enclosed by a hedge, but no matter in those days people "went to shop" and were not allured
by tempting displays' When the 1871 census was taken James Budgen was in the same place, a 75year old grocer and draper. He was buried on 24 October 1867, aged 79.

The transition from James Budgen to Mrs Beard is accounted for by the 1871 census entry for the
site: George Beard, 43, shopkeeper, bricklayer, etc., born in Lingfield. He is still there, described as a
builder, in the 1881 and 91 censuses. Kelly's directories for 1899 and 1903 list Elizabeth Beard, shopkeeper, at 192 London Road, the address at which the 1901 census found her, a 69-year old widow and
provision merchant. 192 London Road is at the end of the parade of shops immediately before the
Roman Catholic church as one leaves the town, now an Indian restaurant but still remembered by many
as Mr Mumford's secondhand bookshop. Since they do not appear on the first edition 25" Ordnance
Survey map of 1873, it must have been George Beard who built the shops, making profitable use of the
site not long after acquiring it.
As for Henry Dumsday, he is almost certainly, in the light of what follows, Henry, baseborn son
of Mary Dumsday, baptised on 21 July 1805 (rather than Henry, son of William and Mary Dumsday,
baptised in 1807). Louisa, daughter of the butcher Henry Dumsday and his wife Louisa, was baptised
on 8 December 1839. All three are recorded in the 1841 census at or to the west of the premises till
recently the Rose & Crown and all born in Sussex. Since ages had to be given only to the nearest 5 or 10
years, it is not a problem that his is given as 30 and his wife's as 35. The burial on 7 August 1845 of
Henry Fenner Dumsday aged 45 not only matches the baptismal identification above, it connects him to
the widow Fenner who married Richard Wicks in 1836. John Fenner, single man, had married Mary
Dumsday, single woman, on 4 April 1822. Henry's part in the 1841 conveyance would then be by
inheritance rather than any involvement in the use of the premises.
The final evidence, conclusively completing the jig-saw, is that the O.S. map of 1873 clearly
shows a little house diagonally opposite the western corner of the wall enclosing Moat Church, in the
same location as it appears, as plot 2252, on the tithe map of 184 - relevant portion reproduced below.
REFERENCES: All dates of baptism, marriage and death are from

East Grinstead parish registers. Many of the census and directory details
are gratefully derived from Mr David Gould's tabulations. EG = East
Grinstead, WSRO = West Sussex Record Office.
WSRO PAR 348/26/2/8 2 WSRO PAR 348/4/17 3 Deeds (seen at Messrs
Tamplin, Brighton, c.1965) 4 WSRO PAR 348/30/1
as note 4, updated to
7
1828 6 WSRO PAR 348/26/2/7
ms copy among EG railway records (now
in WSRO) 8 as note 6 9 Rebuilding accounts, Centre for Kentish Studies
U269 E9 1/1 10 serialised in EG Observer, 1899
1

These findings have already been communicated to Messrs Mason &
Beer in note form. They raised no objection to my writing them up in
these pages. M.J.L.
NAMELESS STILL? Prompted by mention of 'Stink Pit Alley' as a colloquial name for the path
linking Ship Street and West Street, I investigated its history in Bulletin 114 but found no written use of

that name or any other. My appeal for relevant recollections or documentation produced no reply, and
no-one responded to my inviting suggestions for an official name. It looked as if Sadlers Yard, already
in use for the now-demolished structures on its eastern side, would have first claim. It has now become
the name of the flats and house put up on the site, leaving the thoroughfare without one of its own. It,
too, is a mystery:, if derived from an apparently unrecorded business once there it should be Sad dlers; if
from a personal name, who and when and why? M.J.L.

WENCESLAS THE GOOD

David Gould

The summary of comments on the carol 'Good King Wenceslas' in Bulletin 115 reminded me
that a brief biography in strip-cartoon form was published in the third Eagle annual in September 1953.
Its author was R.B. Saxe, a name only recently revealed to have been a pseudonym of Francis
John Dickson, born London 1888, died February 1953 aged 64. He was songwriter, drummer, novelist,
commercial traveller - and scriptwriter of three back-page biographical strip-cartoon serials for Eagle,
the boys' weekly paper. Its artist was Norman Williams, native of Yorkshire, who - according to Eagle's
founder editor the Rev. Marcus Morris - 'hammered out his illustrations in defiance of script-writers even good ones. He did not need telling, did not even want to know about the techniques of the strip
cartoon.'* He illustrated most of the back-page biographies in Eagle from 1951 until 1957, when he
died of a stroke, aged only 55.
There was not enough known about Wenceslas to create a long-running serial, but the Annual
was an ideal medium for a short six-page strip. Even so, many of the events shown were invented to
make a good story, while other events, known but unsuitable for the strip-cartoon medium, were omitted
or glossed over.
Wenceslas, or Vaclav, was the elder son of King Wratislas, or Ratislav, and Drahomira, 'a hard
and ambitious woman'. His 'good and pious' grandmother Ludmila saw to his education, ensuring he
was brought up a Christian. In contrast his younger brother Boleslas or Boleslav, trained by Drahomira,
was mainly interested in war. St Ludmila, the first Czech martyr, was later murdered at the behest of the
ambitious Drahomira - her own daughter.
The strip shows Wenceslas meeting King Henry I of Germany,
who was on the brink of invading Prague, to arrange terms for peace.
Henry tells him 'You will form part of my empire ... in return, I guarantee
you peace, and you must pay a yearly tribute of 500 pieces of silver and
120 oxen'. Wenceslas agrees to those terms, but the mainly pagan barons
plot against him. They want him dead!

THOSE ARE BRAVE
OF WORDS. COME TO
MY PAVILION AND WE
WILL TRY TO SETTLE
THIS LITTLE
MATTER

-,

And so we come to J.M. Neale's famous carol, which is
paraphrased in prose and in strip cartoon by R.B. Saxe. Although
generally regarded as 19th-century fiction, inspired more by the view of
Ashdown Forest from Neale's study window than by anything that had
occurred in Bohemia, it is treated in the strip as though it had really
happened. Here is the dialogue as it appeared in the strip:

Today is the Feast of St Stephen, Stanislas.
[This is the page, usually thought to have been Podiven, Wenceslas's 'cup-bearer and friend'.]
Yes, sire, and bitter cold outside.

Look at that poor old man gathering twigs! Do you know where he lives?
Yes, sire, a good league away.

Bring food and a large bundle of faggots. We'll make the old fellow happy to-night.
They trudge through the snow.

10
It is very cold, sire, and Jam tired I cannot go on much further.

Be strong, my boy. Our purpose is good - take fresh heart and carry on ... There's the cottage, Stanislas.
Now we shan't be long ... Here we are at last, and you're warmer now, aren't you?
The episode ends with the old man, whose table is now loaded with food and drink, saying
How can lever repay you, sire?

I am well rewarded by your happiness, my friend.
Fiction it may be, but I think Saxe and Williams covered that little episode beautifully.
In September A.D. 936 Wenceslas's short life (he was 27) was ended by his own brother
Boleslas. The words he is supposed to have uttered as he stabbed Wenceslas are not shown in the strip:
Yesterday I did my best to serve you fittingly but this must be my service today.

The initial blow was not final, but Boleslas's bodyguard finished him off.
The strip ends with the following narration:
Boleslas was now king, but it brought him no joy after the dreadful thing he had done ... So great was
[Wenceslas's] example in that violent and turbulent age that his fame spread to all lands, and to this day,
all over the world, he is remembered and sung of at Christmastide.
And my own opinion of 'Good King Wenceslas'? Well, if I were a learned scholar I should be
pretty disappointed at being remembered mainly for a piece of doggerel (if that isn't too strong a word).
But at least it scans - and certainly I couldn't do any better!
* Marcus Morris, The best ofEagle (London, Michael Joseph, 1977)
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THE MILITARY ACT OF 1916 AND THE TRIBUNALS:
TRIALS, EXEMPTION AND CONSCRIPTION IN EAST GRINSTEAD

Benjamin Bartlett

27 January 1916 saw the British government take an unprecedented step, the introduction for the
first time in the country's history of a general conscription of men, passed by parliament in what became
known as the Military Service Act of 1916. It clearly states that all men from the age of 18 to 41 that
aren't married or are widowers who had child dependents were liable to be called up for service. Section
1 specifies 'on the fifteenth day of August 1915 was ordinarily resident in Great Britain and had attained
the age of 18 years and had not attained the age of 41 and on the second day of November 1915 was
unmarried or was widower without any child dependent on him'. It came into force in March 1916 and
was amended over the course of the war to encompass more of the manpower of the country. By May
1916 married men were to be conscripted into the armed forces, and by 1918 the age had risen from 41
to 51.
Military tribunals were set up to hear claims for exemption from the Act. They were granted on
five grounds:
1 If the man had ajob that was vital to the national interest and military service would not be
beneficial to the realm,
2 If the man was educated or trained for work that would be in the national interest,
3 Business or financial reasons that would make hardship for the dependants,
4 Ill-health or infirmity,
5 Conscientious objection.
The myth that has grown up around the fifth point has overshadowed the public perspective on
the Military Service Act. The reality was that conscientious objection made up a small part of military
tribunal cases. In Middlesex, for example, of the 8791 appeals that came before them only 577 were
based solely on conscientious reasons (6.5%). This is reflected in Wembley and in Southgate where
conscientious objectors made up 4.2% and 5.1% respectively. In East Grinstead one of the most notable
appeals, on 28 October, was that of Victor Emmanuel Morris, owner of a grocery and sub post office.
Brought before Wallace Hills and Alexander Johnson, Morris, a well-known Liberal and pacifist, was
subject to a tirade of probing questions by Hills, a well-known Conservative and pro-war editor of the
East Grinstead Observer. One particularly barbed question was 'Was there not a little pugnacity about
you when you publicly lectured a scoutmaster on Littlehampton railway platform, because of his "sin" in
training boys in military work?' Morris refused to join up when conscription was enacted, being quoted
as saying 'I believe that God alone has the right to take life ... and that under no circumstances whatever
has a man the right to kill another person. I believe that war is immoral. "
This type of exemption was rare. Wembley and Southgate again provide good statistics for the
most common: point 3 or hardship for the family, 72.5% and 70.6% respectively. This of course ranged
from running businesses that could not survive without them to being indispensable to the nation by
growing its food, as was Arthur Thomas Harman of East Grinstead. He was a fruit-grower ('tons of
tomatoes for public consumption') and therefore eligible under the first point of the act. He was thus
increasingly important to the economy as U-boats took their toll on British shipping and the need for
home-grown produce to offset imports increased. An exemption of six months was given to Harman, for
which his employer, Alfred Clark, the owner of Moat Nurseries, had applied on his behalf. Clark's
fourteen other employees had all volunteered or been conscripted, causing him to suffer a stroke and
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paralysis. Consequently when Harman's second appeal was heard, in September 1916, Clark stated that
he was 'absolutely indispensable' to the nursery, working 14 hours a day and on Sundays. 2 Although the
date is unclear, at some time in 1917 Harman was conscripted into the King's Royal Rifle Corps. He did
not survive the war, being killed in the Pas de Calais region on 7 September 1918.
Another East Grinstead exemption was Arthur John Stripp who worked for the builders Brooker
Bros and was given deferment as he, like Harman, was indispensable, being chief clerk, buyer and
secretary who knew the books. Charles Neale of 182 London Road who described himself as a dentist
who had to complete outstanding work*, was, as a man trained in work in the national interest, deferred
until late 1916 when he was called up. The losses of the Somme and Passchendaele had pushed the
government to lessen the number of deferments, hence his calling up. Neale served in the Royal
Artillery and was awarded the Military Medal but was killed a few months before Harman in May 1918.
The Military Act of 1916 and the tribunals that came about showed that, compared to common
preconceptions about pacifists, most exemptions were granted either for hardship or because the work of
the appellant was of national importance. A small minority of cases was down to pacifism, but that was
the exception. Of the five million men recruited from the mother country to fight, the majority were
recruited from 1916. This allowed the British army to replenish losses that it had sustained at Loos in
1915 and especially during the attritional battles of the Somme and the third Ypres in 1916 and 1917
respectively.4 Men like Harman and Neale were recruits in a new modern British army that came of age
at Cambrai in 1917 and during the hundred days Arras Offensive in the summer of 1918 that eventually
broke the Imperial German army. Harman and Neale, although used here to illustrate the recruitment
phase of the British army after January 1916, also represent the sacrifice of the British on the Western
Front with 564,715 killed during the 1914-18 war' and especially the much overlooked casualties that
the army sustained as the war became one of movement after years of stalemate.
This 'new model army' was built through the Military Act of 1916 and its conscription of vast
numbers of men into it. As un-British in nature, the idea of conscription had never appealed to British
governments and had not been used in any of the major wars against France during the 18th century.
Conscription brought the army to the very forefront of military technology, tactics and ability, and
allowed the British army to take the lead in defeating the Alliance powers. The Military Act of 1916 was
one of the most important laws passed by Asquith's Liberal government, yet a law that Asquith is not
remembered for. It was mostly Lloyd George who benefited from the Act when on 28 June 1919
Germany signed the Treaty of Versailles officially ending the First World War. It would also have the
effect that when a second world war came a generation later Britain accepted the need for conscription.
'EGO = East Grinstead Observer(quotations or summaries in notes in the keeping of Bulletin editor) 2 ibid.;
ibid.
www.everymanremembered.org ;
www.1914-1918.net;
* In local directories from 1911 to 15 he is listed as 'artificial teeth manufacturer'. Perhaps he thought 'dentist'
increased his chances of success. If he was a dentist, surely he would have served in the Medical Corps? Ed.
BELGIAN REFUGEES [Bulletin 115, p.12]: On 27 August 1914 an urgent telegram was received at the
Convent begging for lodging for Belgian refugees, so the infirmary was hastily adapted. Nobody came. (In the
next month, however, 70 British servicemen were billeted there.)' While working as a nurse at the Queen
Victoria Hospital, Miss Helen Beale soon found herself looking after Belgian evacuees (and convalescent
officers) who had been sent to her home, Standen 2, no doubt made available by the family for the purpose.
1

Anon., Doing the Impossible: ... St Margaret's Convent, E. G. (1980), p.57

2

Anon, Standen (National Trust, 1993), p.43
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RETFORD

M.J. Leppard

To my mind, the only house of any distinction on London Road between the town and Feibridge
is Retford, next but one after Sackville Lane as one goes out, in an Arts & Crafts style. I have long
wondered who designed it, for whom, and why it was named after a town in Nottinghamshire. When it
came up for sale earlier this year I thought I could easily learn the answers. Coles, the selling agents,
knew nothing, however,, but they gave me the brochure and asked to be told anything I found out.
Its origins had been published by the Feibridge and District History Group in 2008 in its handout 86, 'Little Gibbshaven'. In 1919 Cecil Courtney Chorley, R.N.V.R., of Retford, Chardwick Road,
Westcliffe-on-Sea, Essex, the Hon. Rupert Guiness, M.P. for Southend and later the second Earl of
Iveagh, and Percy James Machin set up Felbridge Nurseries Ltd and purchased the site of Little
Gibbshaven. Chorley, who oversaw the daily running of the nursery, moved to a newly-built house
which he called Retford. He remained there during the Second World War. The partners sold the
nursery in 1950.
So he had given it the same name as his previous home, but for all we know it could have been
so called when he moved in. Our Society's former secretary, the architect Donovan Joyce, said the
house was reminiscent of the work of C.A. Voysey, but there is no record of his working hereabouts. If
it was by a local architect I would suggest Edward Turner Powell, who designed many houses now
considered worthy of attention in Pevsner's 'Buildings of England' series. Anyone who knows this
town will recognise similarities to his Poynders, 92 High Street. The Feibridge Group's wording could
be taken to mean that Chorley was not the original client.
For Powell see East Grinstead Museum Compass 28 (Spring 2009), for his local work see N. Antram and N.
Pevsner, The buildings of England, Sussex: East (2012), pp. 397, 416, and for a photograph of Poynders see
M.J. Leppard, 100 buildings of East Grinstead (2006), no.19 (where I recorded his name incorrectly!).
CHURCH LANE: The former premises of Messrs Pearless de Rougemont are to be converted to
housing. Mid Sussex District Council has stipulated that the outbuilding [see Bulletins 114 and 115] be

retained and used in conjunction with no.8. Miss Diana Harris tells me that when a family home it was
divided into three rooms - I suppose bedroom, living room and kitchen. M.J.L.
WELCOME BACK: In April/May this year the Broadway in London Road was re-named Flynn 's at
the Railway Tavern, harking back to the previous structure on the site, The Railway Hotel, 1856-1939,
while acknowledging its being part of the 'Tommy Flynn's' group. At the end of May the Crown, our
oldest known inn-name, first found in 1502, was revived, replacing the meaningless Bar Kuba foisted
on it in 1998.
For the history of the former see Bulletin 28 (Spring 1980), of the latter East Grinstead Museum Compass 21
(Autumn 2006); the histories of both are summarised in M.J. Leppard, 100 Buildings of East Grinstead (2006),

nos 68 and 47 respectively.
CHURCH HALL: When this hall was built it was emphasised that it must always be referred to as the
church extension. I have recently realised that the reason must be the stipulation in the Churchyards
Act of, I think, 1881 that no buildings may be erected in churchyards except extensions to the church
already existing: hence the location as close as possible to the choir vestry door with the awning more
as the fig-leaf token compliance than as fit-for-purpose shelter from the elements.
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THE J.M. NEALE CENTENARY, 1966: AT SACKVILLE COLLEGE

M.J. Leppard

In Bulletin 115 I recorded what I knew of the celebrations at the convent and the parish church.
There were, of course, celebrations at Sackville College also, but they were private, and so I was unable
to attend them. Fortunately for us, Mrs Cecily Webster, one of the college's most devoted supporters,
committed to print `two unrecorded incidents [which] may be thought worthy of preservation'.
`The first was my idea of presenting to his Grace [the Archbishop] a parchment scroll inscribed
with verses of Dr Neale's own favourite hymn, Safe Home, which was sung at his funeral. [It] was
beautifully scripted in Gothic lettering by a pupil of the local grammar school, Jane Moore. The warden
and Lady Sinderson gave a garden party for the Archbishop and Mrs Ramsey on Saturday, July 23, in
the quadrangle, a beautiful sunny afternoon when the warm stone walls gleamed gold and amber. Lady
Sinderson insisted that I should present the little scroll myself. His Grace took it from me and I gave a
brief description of it and he handed it to Mrs Ramsey, who unwrapped and unrolled it and soon a
crowd gathered round to see and read the hymn so beautifully inscribed by a 15-year-old girl.
`The second concerns the Archbishop's tour of the College on Sunday morning after the Church
service. He was taken to see the quarters in the north east corner which was the home of Dr Neale for
20 years. Here are spacious rooms with flower borders and lawns outside and the glorious view of
wooded country stretching for miles eastward to Tunbridge Wells. No pylons or modem buildings mar
this tranquil scene. Indeed it looks today just as it must have done over a hundred years ago when Dr
Neale sat in his window seat in peaceful contemplation, thinking out his hymns, poems and sermons.
The Archbishop was greatly impressed and was heard to say to Mrs Ramsey: "You know, my dear,
this is just the kind of home I should like us to have when I retire".'
These reminiscences were first printed in Mrs Webster's two-part account of developments at
the College during her time as a guide there, 1956-69, in the East Grinstead Courier of 26 June and 3
July 1975. When no-one is left who remembers those years, they will preserve details adding life to the
accounts that historians will be able to reconstruct from the formal records. A sonnet on the college by
Mrs Webster, printed in our Bulletin 4 (September 1970), shows how much it meant to her.

DOCUMENTS SENT TO SACKVILLE COLLEGE IN 1968 (II)

M.J. Leppard

In Bulletin 115 I recorded what I knew of an accumulation of original letters and other papers
sent to the matron of Sackville College in 1968 but whose current location was unknown. I have since
been given to understand that the College kept no record and that no-one there now has any memory of
them. No responses have been received to my appeal for information on their present whereabouts,
content, writers and donor. I also calendared those of them that were somehow connected with J. M.
Neale and suggested, from the occurrence of the name Phelps among the correspondents, that the
cohesive factor was the marriage into that family of his daughter Agnes. Another, continuing into the
remaining 31, is some connection with Madeira. My calendar of them follows, with my notes in italics.
28 1845 4 June From Bp of HEREFORD [Thos Musgrave, d 1860, Bp of Hereford 1837-47, Abp of York 184760, strong Evangelical]

To Professor Sedgwick [see item 19]
Formal request and authorisation to remove his name from members' list of Cambridge Camden Society
[founded by Neale and others to study ecclesiology, 1839. In 1845 several important patrons withdrew
because of its extremism.]
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29 1854 17 April From Wm BRIGHT, Rochdale [?same W.B. as in item 10]
To - DICKINSON [?same as in item 271
Shan't be in town before 27th when Parliament re-assembles, so can't come to dinner on 24th.
30 1804 17 Dec. From Bp of Gloucester, Winton College [Geo. Isaac Huntingford, Bp of Gloucester 1802-15,
Hereford 1815-32, d. 1832; also Warden of Winchester [Winton'] College]
To BURNEY [Rev. Dr Chas Burney, 1757-1817, or member of his family; see following entries]
Can't meet Society of Schoolmasters. Encloses annual subscription and suggests president's annual
toast be 'successus alat' [may success grow]. Wants place in London where lodgers not normally taken
to stay occasionally as part of household for few weeks every year, preferably West End. Will pay
liberally. Will want company in evenings for can't read by candlelight. Hotels too tumultuous and
expensive and can't bring family and keep house. Respects to Mrs Burney and kind wishes to Chas.
31 180923 Feb. From Chas BUTLER, Lincoins Inn
To Dr Chas Burney, Greenwich
Asking question on point of law, whether 'filio naturali' [to my natural son] in a will need necessarily
mean that illegitimate. Hopes world will have rest of Burney's publication of Bentley's letters. Hopes
to meet oftener as always gains from meetings.
A previous owner has noted here 'author of several historical works', presumably referring to Bentley
[?Ric. B., 1662-1742, Master of Trinity College, Cambridge]
32 1810 1 June From Lord Morton, Parliament Street
To Dr Chas Burney [in third person]
Can't with propriety be presented to Queen without having been previously presented to King.
33 1811 19 Dec. From Earl SPENCER, Althorp
To Rev. Dr Burney
Inviting him for Christmas
34 1818 7 May From J. PLANTA [?], British Museum
To Rev. Chas P.[?] Burney
Thanking for father's library and making arrangements for collection of mss
A previous owner has noted here 'Author of history of Helvetic Confederation', presumably referring to
Planta
35 1827 31 March From Bp of GLOUCESTER [Chris. Bethell, d. 1859, Bp of Gloucester 1824-30, Exeter
1830, Bangor 1830-59]
To Rev. Dr BTJRNIEY
Asking whether it was 20 or 27 May he had undertaken to perform the duty at Greenwich and thanking
for invitation to dinner. Wants particulars of the charity before delivering the sermon.
36 N.D. From Edmund MALONE, editor [presumably E. Malone, 1741-1812, critic, produced edition of
Shakespeare 1790 and working on another when died]
To Chas BURNEY Esq.
[lust a covering note]
37 N.D. Tues. evening From Bp of ELY, Ely House [built by Edm. Keene, Bp of Ely 1771-81]
To Dr Burney
Inviting him to meet Dr Davy at his house tomorrow at 6 at dinner
§ 36 and 37 are scraps ofpaper pinned together
38 1813 16 Feb. From Bp of HEREFORD, St Andrews Rectory House [Jn Luxmoore, d.1830, Dean of
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Gloucester, Bp of Bristol 1807-08, Hereford 1808-15, StAsaph 1815-30; great nepotist and pluralist]
To Rev. Hy Baber, British Museum [in third person]

Asking him to thank committee for naming him Vice-Patron of Auxiliary Bible Society in Bloomsbury
and South Pancras but declining having long been member of Bartlott's buildings in his immediate
neighbourhood.
39 N.D. 18 Oct. Bp of HEREFORD [A previous owner has noted here 'G.I. Huntingford'; ifso, date must be c.
1815-32, see entry 30.]

To Rev. Mr Vaux [in third person; ? Jas Ed. Vaux, 1828-190 7, in 1860s assistant curate St Mary
Magdalene, Munster Square, London]

This is not a day for scholars to visit but the three can have permission next Sunday from 1 to 3 p.m.
[On the back another hand comments 'This is a new rule. Vaux has asked out two Withers and Clay.
Vaux should call at the College [Winchester] at 4.']
40 1856 3 Oct. From Cardinal WISEMAIN, London [Nich. Patrick Steph. Wiseman, 1802-65, Cardinal and
Abp of Westminster 1850-65]
To Rev. Mr D'ORSEY [presumably same as in next entry, from which hard to tell if C. of E. or kG.]
In third person and on official paper with cardinal's hat

After recent general collection in Catholic churches for France can't so soon after permit similar one for
poor of Madeira, though admits they have claim. Not common to have general collection. Requires cooperation of all Bishops, issue of simultaneous pastoral letter and appointment of one day for all
England. Most English congregations poor.
41 1851 Third Sunday in Lent From J. KEBLE, Hursley Vicarage [Jn Keble, 1792-1866, instigator of Oxford
Movement]

To Rev. Mr D'ORSAY [see item 40]
Feels very sorry for him but he is only one case among many such. Should be guided by doctor and
make it clear that not giving up principles.
42 N.D. 21 Jan. From Isabella W. Duncan, Authoress of 'Pre-Adamite Man', Blackheath
To Mr Cannon
Has received box with its novel, though ancient, contents. Please thank friend for them. Will draw few
implements and then return them. Regards to Mrs C. and the Miss Andersons.
43 N.D. From Jean INGELLOW, Holland Valley [?] Road [poetess and novelist, 1820-97]
To Mr LONGMAN [?publisher; on mourning paper]
[Apparently] enclosing something to be forwarded to Mrs Longman since supposes by now will have
left house in Hanover Square.
44 N.D. 15 March From C.M. YONGE, Elderfield, Otterbourne [Hants; Charlotte Mary Yonge, 1823-1901,
novelist]

To Mrs Boyce [?wfe of the Rev. E.J. Boyce, J.M Neale 's brother-in-law]
Thanks for correction but difficulty in getting publishers to make it.
45 1789 2 Sept. From DIKE OF ARGYLL, London To -?Can't thank him [Duke] for recent irregular promotion. Always resists such in favour of officers of the
Regiment he commands.
46 1793 27 Sept. From EARL DARTMOUTH, Sandwell To -?Sorry that can't comply with request to dig gravel on Blackheath. Pits there let and won't open new
one. But can get gravel from Sydenham Common and pay 6d. per load within parish of Lewisham and
is. outside it.
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47 1814 15 April From LORD BRUCE, Grosvenor Square To -?Condolences on death of your father.
48 1850 10 Dec. From LORD VERULAM, Gorhambuiy
To DICKINSON [?same as in items 27 and 29]

Sir A. Dalrymple to start for Gloucestershire for Christmas. Committee of Liberty Magistrates to meet
before he goes. Could you come here 2 p.m. next Monday? He's going to Woburn tomorrow till
Saturday and then hopes to attend at Hemel Hempstead.
49 N.D. Fri. 16 July From EARL OF GLASGOW, 2 Camden Hill, Kensington
To Mr PICKEN
Invitation to dinner tomorrow to meet Sir John Sinclair.
50 N.D. 20 Dec. From LORD LM.IDSDOWNE, B.. [illegible].. d
To Rev. G. CRABBE [? George Crabbe, 1754-1831, ordained c. 1781, poet, or his son?]

About Crabbe's editing his father's works and how Lansdowne had always enjoyed his visits
511847 2 July From Sir Jas WIGRAM [Vice-Chancellor, Cambridge]
To Fred [?ARKWRIGRT]

Hopes intends to vote for Goulburn and Law at election for Cambridge. Love to your wife and Miss
Arkwright. Reference to ?Pierotte.
52 N.D. [but 1843 or later] From Robert SPITTAL [?] M.D. &c. Physician to Queen in Scotland To -?Note that Baron Von Bach passed winter 1842-43 here in pursuit of science of literature and that a good
sort of person etc.
53 1845 [?1 849] 16 [?] May Letter in strange .handwriting and apparently in an East European language

54 N.D. Ms copy of George Herbert's paraphrase of Psalm 137 in neat italic hand
55 1833 T.E. FOULKES, Madeira Ms poem 'The Convict Ship 9 stanzas each of 9 lines: 'Written on seeing

the Pyramus going with convicts to Bermuda'.
56 1802 19 Oct. King's warrant: Steph. Cotterell to be one of the four Messengers of the Exchequer vice Jas
Croft deceased. Signatures: Geo. THYNNE, Hy ADDINGTON [175 7-1844, Prime Minister 1901-04,
created Viscount Sidmouth 1805], J.N. ADDINGTON
57 N.D. Blank Total Abstinence Pledge Form no. 6486355, already signed by Very Rev. Theobald

MATBEW, President and Founder on 10 April 1838
58 N.D. End of letter with signature of Wm SIBLEBY. A previous owner has noted 'poet'.
59 N.D. Ms list of Court officers; royal arms in gold at head of sheet. A previous owner has noted 'The

Queen's handwriting'.
AN EXTREMELY RARE BOOK (Bulletins 114, p.16, 115, p.3): A cutting from the East Grinstead
Observer datable to August or early September 1955 records the loan of copy of J.M. Neale's A history
of Sackville College. The lender, Mrs C. Cawte of 12 Glen Vue, discovered it among her late father's
effects. In 1969 Mr P.D. Wood informed me had 'rescued' a copy 'from a junk pile' and given it to his

father (then researching the history of the College) 'and thereafter probably to the College library'.* If
it eventually arrived, it did not stay there long. One wonders if either copy has survived and, if so, who
cares for them now. * letter, 15 Nov.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS
(The Trustees
M.J. Leppard, A BRIEF HISTORY OF SACKVILLE COLLEGE, EAST GRINSTEAD
of Sackville College, 2016)
reviewed by A. G. Dyson
Though not the oldest surviving building in the town, Sackville College is easily the most
distinguished, and in its time the most significant, along with the neighbouring parish church of St
Swithun. It has been the subject of several excellent publications, notably by John Mason Neale, its
most celebrated warden, Frank Hill and R.H. Wood, and the present well produced and illustrated 28page booklet broadens the picture by making good use of parish and episcopal records as well as those
of the College itself, and the author's own work, published in the Society's Bulletin and elsewhere.
It is easy nowadays to overlook the College, situated beyond the far end of East Grinstead's
shops, and to forget its former significance. When it was founded in the 1610s, the town amounted to
little more than the High Street, much of it owned by the founded, Robert Sackville, second Earl of
Dorset, and the College was a much more conspicuous presence and loomed far larger in the town's
affairs. As well as accommodating the collegians it provided a superior lodging for the Earl on his
visits to the county assizes or at elections, while the early wardens were responsible for supervising the
Earls' substantial interests in the town. In the early nineteenth century the common room briefly
accommodated the town's grammar school until the residents complained of the annoyance it caused,
and in the mid-twentieth century the College rose to the occasion when it became the headquarters of
the Home Guard, and would, it is claimed, have been the focal point of the town's defences in the event
of invasion.
At the heart of the College were of course its residents, both subsidised pensioners and
'inmates' otherwise financed. Some fascinating and occasionally startling revelations are allowed to
emerge from the College's records, not least the dealings of John Henley with the aged Widow Baldwin
and her daughter in the 1660s, while a female collegian of the 1840s was suspected of arson in the
interests of discrediting the then unpopular warden, Neale. Inevitably, the reader is left wanting more.
The wardens have also included some striking individuals, and particular attention is given to Thomas
Palmer, John Henry Rogers and Frank Hill, as well of course as Neale, who between them did so much
to improve the College's finances and the condition of its buildings.
Some aspects of the internal layout of the College are intriguing. Much is unclear and raises
questions which cannot be answered. One example is the relationship between the Earls' Lodgings and
those of the wardens, both in and around the north-eastern corner. Was this always so, the space in
question being quite limited, or have the latter simply replaced the former? If so, where were the
wardens first accommodated? Then there are the arrangements of James Harrison, warden from 1893,
whose family occupied 'everything' between the chapel and the common room. This amounted to the
northern half of the whole college, no less, and seems truly extraordinary. What had happened to the
residents? Perhaps they had been put off by the state of the place, which would help to explain why his
successor undertook so thoroughgoing a modernisation in the early years of the following century. One
wonders too about the elephants which Neale induced to perform in the courtyard for the entertainment
of his family and residents. How did these unusually artistes manage to get into the place?
A perennial theme, running throughout the College's history from almost its beginning right up
to the present day was a grievous shortage of funds, compromising both the residents' pensions and the
maintenance of the fabric. The trouble stemmed from the foppish third Earl's diversion to his own uses
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of the rents which his father had left to finance the College's future, and which were never recovered,
despite several legal actions. Nowadays, money is needed primarily for the upkeep of the fourhundred-year old structure, to which the proceeds of the sale of this model Brief History will be
contributed. It deserves to be bought by all members of this Society, almost as a civic duty. They will
be well rewarded.
Obtainable from the College at £7 (+f:1 p.&p. if necessary) and from the Bookshop in the High Street.

OTHER RECENT PUBLICATIONS

reviewed or noticed by Mi Leppard

the Feibridge and District History Group's 'handout' 131
(March 2016) commits to paper the landscape study hitherto available only on the Group's website. It
is a major step forward in local history research here thanks to deploying all the latest computerised
techniques and facilities, demonstrating the way ahead for all such studies. Simultaneously traditional
use of fieldwork, study of documents and elucidation of place-names retains its role; indeed it was that
kind of study, in our Bulletin 113 (Spring 2015), which prompted this advance, and there is still a place
for it: many aspects of Brambletye require further investigation, not to mention areas where the surface
has hardly been scratched or not at all. Context is provided by summaries of the descent of the manor
and of the history of deer parks. This study cannot be too highly commended.
BRAMBLETYE MANOR AND PARK,

another
enterprise of Jeremy Clarke, the Felbridge Group's leader, realises Hills's unfulfilled plan for a second
edition incorporating the illustrations he commissioned from the photographer Arthur Harding. It is a
photographic reprint of the original text and of images from one of the few specimen copies that were
produced, and goes one step further by incorporating (with our permission) the index of personal names
that formed our Bulletin 69 (Winter 1999/2000). With the book itself now commanding £50 or more
second-hand, the illustrations requiring seeking out in the postcard form that the entrepreneurial
Harding made of them, and Bulletin 69 separately available in our A5 reprinting costing another pound,
this bulky volume is a bargain at £29 in local bookshops.
THE ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF EAST GRJNSTEA.D BY WALLACE H. HILLS 1906,

(2014), in the gazetteer section of an article
on First World War military sites in the county, gives due attention to the camp and other occupation at
and around Forest Row. In vol. 153 (2015), an article on politics and women police in Sussex, 191545, mentions the riot at the women's suffrage meeting here in July 1913 and gives an account, in its
wider context, of the Women's Patrol set up here in 1915. The latter's activities were controversial and
it was kept at a distance by the local police and the Urban District Council. This is the fullest treatment
so far of a little-known aspect of our history, hitherto noticed only in passing.
SUSSEXARCHAEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS vol. 152

vol. 98(2014) contains a note that a watching brief
on the Eden Vale Water Treatment Works, just outside our parish boundary, where evidence of a
Bronze Age cremation cemetery was discovered in 1880, found no finds or features of archaeological
interest. [For the evidence and the dating see East Grinstead Museum Compass no.4 (Spring 2001).]
SURREYARCHAEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS

ASHDOWN FOREST NEWS no.70 (Spring 2016) contains a survey of fires on Ashdown Forest from

1908 to 1933 by Pam Griffiths. Instances and causes, opinions for and against management by burning,
interpretations of arsonists' motivation, and practical and judicial re-actions, are recounted using
evidence from the Conservators' records and press reports (including a would-be rendition of local
speech). Photographs dramatically illustrate their scale. Peter Freeland contributes an article on life in
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SURREYARCHAEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS vol. 98(2014) contains a note that a watching brief
on the Eden Vale Water Treatment Works, just outside our parish boundary, where evidence of a
Bronze Age cremation cemetery was discovered in 1880, found no finds or features of archaeological
interest. [For the evidence and the dating see East Grinstead Museum Compass no.4 (Spring 2001).]
THE BRIGHTON ARGUS devoted its centre-spread of 9 July 2016 to a very competent summary, by
its Adrian Imms, of the Whitehall bombing on 9 July 1943. Five photographs bring home the awful
reality, as do three witnesses unknown to the late Len Griffith in his exhaustive research into the event.
Mrs Moya Knight, now 84, left the cinema to get the bus home before the bombs fell but was only
yards away when they did. Mrs Joyce Shelley, 93, was the daughter of the head of rescue teams and
knew several of the victims, as did 85-year old Arthur Chalkly, who had been denied his weekly cinema
trip as punishment for misbehaviour. He saw a Canadian ambulance company delivering bodies to its
base at Forest Row, leading one to wonder if they were separately recorded from those in mortuaries in
the town. If so they might account for the discrepancy between the official 108 fatalities and the rather
smaller number so far identified by name. It is thanks to an earlier appeal in the Argus that these
witnesses came forward, from Brighton, Exmoor and Winchelsea respectively, with valuable details to
add to our existing knowledge. One wonders how many more there might be and where they are.
THE RESEARCHER (the newsletter of the West Sussex Archives Society) no.94 (July 2016) gives
details of the West Sussex Record Office's acquisition of the records of our Queen Victoria Hospital
and the Guinea Pig Club, the Wellcome Trust's £72,900 research resources grant for their cataloguing,
digitisation and preservation, and the recruitment of a professional archivist specifically for those tasks.
Some documentation and the related objects will remain at the Town Museum here. NEWSLETTER
93 (April 2016) recorded the acquisition of the archives of the East Grinstead surveyors and land agents
R.H. & R.W. Clutton, 1950s-90.
EAST GRINSTEAD LIVING (a monthly free publication) contained in its August 2016 issue a most
informative assessment by the chairman of the Business Association, Mr Stuart Scholes, of the local
consequences, beneficial and injurious, of the current frantic conversion of office accommodation to
flats as a result of the government's 'permitted development' initiative which bypasses normal planning
regulations. It is a helpful contribution to our Society's core concerns and will be invaluable to future
historians trying to interpret the rapid change in the face and composition of this town in the 2010s.
ANNIVERSARIES: In September this year the Town Museum marked the tenth anniversary of its
new premises but seems not to have acknowledged that 2016 also saw the arguably more significant
fortieth anniversary of the Museum's creation, at East Court, by our Society at the invitation of the
Town Council. Whether it reaches its half-century must depend on how successfully it can maintain
itself financially.
CURRENT AFFAIRS: According to the Brighton Argus of 5 March. 2016, 8,380 Sussex residents
seeking extra-marital affairs have signed up to the website 'Illicit Encounters', of whom 596 have an
East Grinstead address. Respect for privacy precludes comment or research by our Society.
BETTER LATE THAN NEVER: On 21 May this year three friends came down by train to visit me.
As I was leading them out of the station, one of the enterprising newly-formed volunteer greeters
stepped forward. 'Welcome to East Grinstead' said he to me. 'Actually I first arrived here in 1937' I
replied. 'Oh, you'll find it's changed a lot since then' he assured me. M.J.L.

