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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY
www.eastgrinsteadsociety.org
The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East Grinstead and its
environs. The town has a long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for the time being to
the hands of our generation. It should be our concern that such contributions as we in turn make are
worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future.
The Society arranges regular talks, discussions, walks and visits. It produces this Bulletin of articles of
local interest and a Newsletter thrice yearly. Its 1969 report on the High Street conservation area was
well received as a basis for future policy. It is very active in monitoring all planning applications and
making representations to the authorities on planning issues and promotes citizenship education in local
schools. It has held exhibitions, planted trees, restored the churchyard railings and martyrs' memorial,
and financed tree-ring dating of some buildings in the High Street. It has also produced surveys of trees,
seats and playground equipment, provided a plaque by the mass grave of victims of enemy action in
Mount Noddy cemetery (now superseded) and historical guide-maps in the High Street, and presented
seats in memory of leading former members to Sackville College and the High Street. It has published a
book of reminiscences, sets of postcards reproducing old photographs, three town trails (one of them
also in French) and leaflets on the local martyrs and on Mount Noddy and Moat Pond. With the Town
Council it established the now independent Town Museum.
The Society is a registered charity (no.257870) and belongs to the Federation of Sussex Amenity
Societies. A copy of its constitution is available on request.
The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to represent public opinion; the
larger the membership the greater the influence. Membership forms are on the website or obtainable
from 2 Eastern Road, Lindfield, RH16 2LP. The subscription is £10 p.a. By signing a Gift Aid form
standard-rate income tax payers can increase its value at no cost to themselves. Persons wishing only to
receive the Bulletin can do so at a special rate of £5 per calendar year, payable in advance to the Editor
(address on cover').
PRESIDENT Mrs M. COLLINS, D.L.
OFFICERS, 2012-13
CHAIRMAN N.J. BEALE, B.A., F.C.A.
VICE-CHAIRMAN C.J.V. WHEATLEY, Ph.D.
HON. TREASURER M.R. LYONS
HON. SECRETARY vacant
EDITOR OF BULLETIN M.J. LEPPARD, M.A.
Contributions for the Bulletin to the Editor, through whom permission must be sought to reproduce any
contents. Unattributed contributions are from the Editor or officers. Attributed opinions are not
necessarily anyone's but their author's.
BACK NUMBERS OF BULLETINS from the Editor: single copies £1 + postage (4 second-class stamps

acceptable); more than one copy £1 each, post free; set of all issues in print (84) £20 (to be collected by
arrangement after payment). There is a waiting list for out-of-print issues. Unwanted back-numbers (even
damaged or defective) are always welcome for re-sale. A list of principal contents is on the website.
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EDITORIAL
What do you do with your copy of the Bulletin when you've read it (if you do read it)? File it carefully,
pass it on to someone else, responsibly recycle it, destroy it, or let it linger somewhere till your next big
clear-out? It is intended to be of interest or value not just to members of the society which publishes it,
or local people more generally, or only anyone alive at the time of publication. Almost all the contents
are original, rather than reproduced or retold, and trustworthy, whoever the contributors. Some may be
definitive, but never finally so; indeed it is easy to spot where a writer might or should have investigated
other sources known to exist, or have thought things out more thoroughly. In that sense most is
provisional, for unsuspected new material (including readers' memories) may well come to light, and
new interpretations of existing knowledge are intrinsic in every area of study. For future researchers as
well as contemporary, it offers a basis for further development or a comparison or contrast with their
own locality that may stimulate fresh thinking or investigation. (The material on the prehistory of the
cottage hospital movement in the last issue, for example, probably has implications for local research far
from East Grinstead and for the wider study of medical care in the mid- 19th century.) The frequency of
publication also permits regular additions to or corrections of earlier pieces, to which reference is
required if they are to be fully useful. For all these reasons, keep your Bulletin or share it.
COVER PICTURE: The smock mill which gave name to Windmill Lane in Ashurst Wood, from an
undated and unattributed photograph with no indication of orientation as reproduced in Sussex County
Magazine, vol.13 (1939), p.387. Seethe article on the mill on pp.5-10 below.
TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO: Newsletter 42 (July 1988) must be unique: no news of or comment on
planning matters and developments. Our own activities received most attention, notably the twentieth
anniversary project, an information panel in the High Street. The committee agreed to commit up to
£400, 'about one third of what we have in the bank'. Our £50 donation had contributed to East Sussex
County Council's purchase of Ashdown Forest. Members had been joined by the Museum Society for a
day-visit to Tenterden, including a ride on the Kent and East Sussex Railway. Bulletin 43 (Spring 1988)
included an authoritative and well illustrated article by Mrs Doreen Yarwood on Barton St Mary, the
Lutyens house off Lewes Road. E.C. Byford and M.J. Leppard rebutted the 'sheer fabrication'
constituting an 'at first sight plausible' history of the Roebuck at Wych Cross in the popular monthly
free magazine East Grinstead and Weald. Source references, 26 in all, ensured the authenticity of our
version. The anonymous writer, 'whether hoaxer, would-be pasticheur or dupe', has never been
identified. There was also a summary, for record's sake, of the history from its foundation in 1792 of
John Stenning & Son. Ltd, whose timber yard in London Road, opposite King George's Field, had
closed in 1964 and whose remaining site, in Robertsbridge, had been cleared early in 1987.
IN MEMORIAM
We regret to report the death in February of our member Mr John Scott, who was a regular and
involved presence at our meetings. Two years ago he contributed an article on the cricketing Paynes of
East Grinstead to our Bulletin 103. By way of tribute, we publish on p.4 a reminiscence he sent in July
2010. We regret to record also the death in January of Mr Dennis Turner, an eminent member of the
Surrey Archaeological Society, who sustained a debate with our Mr Tony Dyson in Bulletins 101-103
for and against a Surrey connection in the early history of East Grinstead.
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ADDENDA TO RECENT BULLETINS
THE MILL ON EAST GRINSTEAD COMMON (Bulletin 102)

M.J.Leppard

Rocque's map of Surrey, published in 1768, leaves blank virtually everything south of the county
boundary, but one exception is 'Grinstead Mill', the one on our Common. Clearly it had proved ideally
placed, on the high point of extensive open land, to serve as a triangulation point. From our point of
view now, there is further significance: the first record of a name for the mill, indeed the obvious one in
view of its connection with the borough, and the obvious one by which to refer to it in future, freeing us
from later ones such as the Old Black Mill and especially 'North End Mill', which we now know was
coined as recently as 1937, as demonstrated in Bulletin 103.
OUR ASTRONOMICAL TRADITION (Bulletin 108)

Professor Brian Warner

The best balanced overview I have read of Patrick Moore's life is the biography in Wikipedia,
though that doesn't include all that I know about him - e.g. that he persuaded someone to attend the
R.A.F. medical in his name (he had a congenital heart problem, as did his mother) and having been shot
up during a Bomber Command raid he was honourably discharged because they discovered his bad heart
- he promptly took up bomb defusing. I think that his arthritis, mentioned in old age, was probably an
offshoot of his war wounds, which he did not advertise.
The Telegraph obituary was very odd - far from accurate and not including much of importance.
It is particularly odd for me, because some years ago the Telegraph sent me a copy of what they then had
and asked me to add comments as a professional astronomer who had known him for about fifty years. I
did so, and they paid me for it, but what they published looks not at all like what they sent me, and does
not contain my own contribution. I think it had been sabotaged.
Another in the tradition is Peter Cattermole, who was a form-mate with me at East Grinstead
Grammar School. He went on to become an important planetary researcher, has written several very
good books, at least one with Patrick Moore.
Mention has been heard of a Mr Hitch of East Grinstead who was in some way an associate in astronomical
pursuits of Mr T. W Bush. Can anyone substantiate this relationship with specific details? Ed.

BUS SERVICES IN EAST GRINSTEAD IN 1960 (Bulletin 100)

John Scott

I was particularly interested in the references to the Southdown services 36 and 87. I often used
these services in the late forties, when on holiday from boarding school, and less often after national
service in the early fifties during university vacations.
My parents lived at The Strakes, the house next to the Cat in West Hoathly. The 36 (odd hours
to East Grinstead, even to Haywards Heath) used to come up the hill from Sharpthome and turn round
outside the Cat before returning to Sharpthorne en route for its destination. This manoeuvre meant that I
never had to wait at the bus stop as there was always time to get to it while the bus was turning round.
The last bus left the Cat at 11.15 p.m. and, as it was often slightly early, it would chug away
outside my bedroom window until the appointed hour. There was a sharp bend in Church Hill outside
the Strakes and the buses were involved in a lot of near misses. One day there was a minor accident
when I was at home and Southdown thought I might have witnessed it, which I had not. Anyhow, they
wrote to me addressing the letter to me at 'The Strakes, Hell Corner, West Hoathly'.
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CUTTONS HILL
THE NAME

The majority of today's residents of East Grinstead are unlikely to recognise this local placename, for all its applications have been superseded for over forty years. It denotes primarily the hill
from the forecourt of the Three Crowns at Ashurst Wood up to Windmill Lane and secondarily the
hill's immediate area. More specifically, and usually as Cuttons alone, it refers to a farm whose
homestead survives under the name Manor House and to the nearby windmill which gave name to the
lane. For a while it resurfaced as the name of a house on the opposite side of the road.
Historically various spellings are found, mostly persisting simultaneously. With date of first
known mention they are Cuttens 1714, Cuttings 1806 Cuttons 1809 and Cuttins 1811. Cullens 1711,
Cuttar's 1848 and Cluttons 1862 are unique versions, best regarded as mis-hearings or copying errors.
(Sources for all these forms are indicated at the appropriate point in the body of the article.)
'The proper name of Cutton's Hill, as we now call it, is S. Katherine's Hill; I suppose, because
there was once a chapel there called S. Katherine's Chapel' J.M. Neale declared in c.1852-53.' In 1868
J.C. Stenning wrote 'Perhaps this name may be a corruption of Catharmne's Hill'. 2 Possibly he knew of
Neale's assertion and surmise, but since this suggestion follows his mention of the pre-Reformation
Brotherhood of St Catharine here he could have reached it independently. Both could have been aware
of 'Cattern' as a vernacular corruption of her name and (though we have no record of its observance in
East Grinstead) the Sussex custom of 'Catterning', begging for apples and beer on St Catherine's Day 3
and posited it as intermediate form between Catherine and Cutton. Unfortunately for the conjectures,
however, the Brotherhood did not have a chapel but an altar in the parish church, and, even though
some of its properties retained Katherine in their names, none was in the area of Cuttons Hill The
English Place-Name Society proposes a probable association with William Cotum taxed here in 1296.
Both published versions of the subsidy rolls, however, give the date as 1327 and read the name, more
agreeably for the connection, as Cotun. 6 Certainly most minor place-names ending in s derive from the
surname of a former owner or tenant. There are no clues to William's location within the Hundred.
,
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THE FARM AND FARMHOUSE
It is a relief to turn from the inevitably speculative to a rigorous historian. In marginal notes in
his copies of two Sussex Record Society volumes to be cited below (now in my possession) Mr P.D.
Wood has convincingly identified a nameless property in two early- l3th century transactions and a late16th century survey as Cuttons. In c. 1230 William son of Walter sold to William de Waux all his land
of Asshurst for 60 shillings and a continuing annual rent of 20 shillings. About five years later William
son of Walter made that charge payable to Lewes Priory. 7 (I have argued elsewhere that this 'land of
Asshurst' became the manor of Ashurst or Grinsted Wild or Walhill. 8) The priory gained no land from
the deal but a useful addition to the annual income of its local manor, Imberhorne.
Accordingly the 1567 survey of the manor, held since 1560 by the Sackville family, includes the
payment by John Leeds of 20 shillings rent from land at Ashehurst or Ashehurst Wood. 9 In the next
survey, the Buckhurst Terrier of 1597/98, although no name or acreage is given, the property is securely
located by its bounds: John Leedes esquire, a tenant by Knight's service, pays 20 shillings rent for lands
at Ashurst or Ashurst Wood: late Thomas Ellis and Thomas Cripps east; John Allen and Thomas
Drewry west; land of Jacob Picas, gent., called Brambletye Park south; and Thomas Crips' Benchfield

and Thomas Paine's Benchers north. 10 The two last named were in the northern angle of Worsted Lane
and Lewes Road; Park Corner Farm occupied the nearest extremity of the former Brambletye Park; and
the Cripps family held Homestall well into the next century. They all agree well with those on the 19th
-century maps (see below), though it is curious that the western bound is not given as the highway but
as the landholders on its other side. At the time of his death in 1614 John Leedes held, with other
properties elsewhere, the manors of Brockhurst and of Walehill alias Weild and lands and houses in
East Grinstead. 1 ' Presumably, in the light of the 13th-century documents, Cuttons was in the latter
manor; it is not mentioned in the material gathered for this article, however, and I have not sought out
any of its records.
The first known instance of the name Cuttons (albeit mis-transcribed as 'Cullens') is in the
church terrier of 1711 printed in W.H. Hills's History of East Grinstead: owner John Biddulph, esquire,
occupier Thomas Luxford (mis-read as 'Suxford'), responsible for a ten-foot length of the churchyard
wall. 12 Contemporary confirmation of my amendments is provided by the parish register entry of the
burial on 4 March 1715 of Thomas Luxford gent. of Cuttenshill. In 1703 a Thomas Luxford was one of
those fined for non-appearance at the Court Leet of the Hundred of East Grinstead on 7 September,
listed under Brambletye tithing. 13 This tithing seems to have been co-terminous with the manor of
Brambletye, which since 1673 had been held by the Biddulphs (along with Sheffield Grinstead) , but
no conclusions can be drawn without recourse to manorial records, if any even survive for this period; I
have not found any other reason to connect the farm known as Cuttons with Brambletye manor apart
from the possible Biddulph link in 1785 mentioned below. On 8 August 1719 Mr Thomas Luxford was
buried here, from his title presumably the son of the gent. of that name four years earlier. His probate
inventory, taken on 12 September, styles him gent. but does not name the farm he held. Assuming it to
be Cuttons, however, it is worth summarising here. The house consisted of a parlour, kitchen,
bakehouse, brewhouse, cellar and three chambers, and there were a barn, the usual farming equipment,
and several sorts of livestock and cereal crops: the total valuation was £1 10.9s.2d. 15 No acreage is
given and no fields are named, but it seems not inconsistent with the 19th-century maps.
' 4

Almost a hundred years pass before the history can be resumed again. In 1811 the church rate
book records Cuttins held with Luxfords [across the road], Warrin and New Inclosures [from Ashurst
Wood Common]. 16 The draft census return for the same year lists, in the right place, John Bowra, a
farmer, occupying one house and heading one family, 5 males and 2 females in all. 17 He might be the
John Bowrah who in the 1785 land tax occupied an unnamed property owned by Charles Bidduiph esq.
and with a rental value of34.13s.4d.' 8
The map illustrating this article, drawn by William Figg with a companion map of Water Farm
at Ashurst Wood, can be dated to this period from the names of Dr Bethune, who at his death in 1810
owned Homestall 19, and of Mr Hubble, as argued in the discussion of the history of the mill that follows
that of the farm. A handwritten 'sold' against both maps suggests they were commissioned for sale
particulars. The turnpike road is the A22 Lewes Road to us, the northern turning our Worsted Lane and
the southern our Windmill Lane. Edward Cranston held Worsteds and Lord Henniker Shovelstrode.
The fields are tabulated with their names and areas but not their uses. The names are familiar
on local farms: 12 Pike Gate Field, 13 shaw or copse, 14 Eight Acres, 15 Pit Field, 16 The Pit, 17 Well
Field, 18 The Meadow, 19 buildings, yard, gardens, etc., 20 Kiln Field. On the tithe map of 1841 the
names are virtually identical and the cultivation is recorded: 12, 14, 15 and 20 are arable, 17 is pasture,
18 is part meadow and part orchard, 16 is a plantation, and 13 of course is wood. The gross area is 39

7
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acres 2 roods 8 perches on the tithe map and 38a. Or. 32p. on the Figg map. The mill field fits so well
into the farm lay-out as to suggest it had once been part of the farm. It also seems that the mixed
farming of 1719 was still practised in 1841.
Children of Thomas and Elizabeth Dawson, farmer, of Cuttons HilllCuttons Farm were baptised
in 1817 and 1820, and Thomas Dawson is listed in the right place in the 1821 draft census return, one
house, one family, 3 males, 3 females, occupation 'agriculture'. 20 In the draft of 1831 George Lowcock
is the farmer there 21 , but in the 1841 census the head of the household is Elizabeth Dawson, aged 50,
not born in Sussex and entered as 'housekeeper', accompanied only by a 15-year old female servant,
born in Sussex. Thomas Dawson re-appears in the 1851 census: aged 60, a widower, born in Boroughbridge, Yorkshire, and now the farm bailiff. His only companion is Mary his 30-year old daughter and
housekeeper, born in East Grinstead.
The likeliest explanation is that Lowcock had bought the property, either at the time the map
was created or at a subsequent re-sale, and employed the Dawsons to work it. He is first mentioned in
1822 when a pew is allocated to George Lowcock of Cuttons Hill Farm in the order book of the church
rebuilding trustees. 22 In the draft church rate book for 1824 his Cuttons Farm is rated at £30 and

assessed at 15 shillings. 23 (He also has Water Farm.) In the tithe apportionment in 1843 he is owner
and occupier of, inter alia, Cuttons Hill, 39a. 2r. 8p. gross, 32a. 2r. 29p. neat.
Thereafter the information is more confusing: no entry in Kelly's directory for 1845 and then a
series of gentry who were possibly living in the former farmhouse. Directories record John Evans esq.
in 1852 (whose parents might have been the Mary Evans aged 76 and William Evans 79 of Cuttons Hill
buried in 1849 and 50 respectively; but with such a common name they could have been cottagers
nearby); Lestock Richard Peacock esq. 1855; James Buchanan esq., 1858 and 62; no entry in 1866 and
67; and Camden Goodridge in 1870. The following year's census has John C. Goodridge J.P. for
Devon, a 50-year old British subject born in Paris, his wife Jane A.C. Goodridge, 40, born in ?Lille and
also British, 3 daughters born in Devon and a 19-year old female servant born in East Grinstead.
By the time the first edition 25" Ordnance Survey map was published in 1873 the farmstead and
fields had been thoroughly re-organised and the house Oakleigh (now Truscott Manor) had appeared. It
is possibly there that the Goodridges lived. The farmhouse, no doubt progressively adapted, seems to
have continued to be occupied, however, and had been renamed Manor House by 1891, when its owner
Mrs Richards donated 5 shillings to the Church of England Temperance Society. 24 Camden Goodridge
was probably responsible for building and naming nearby Camden Cottage. Its story, however, and
those of Manor House and Oaldeigh must be left to another to compile, together with Hill Place House
on the opposite side of the road (in existence when the 1881 census was taken), renamed Cuttens in
c.1908 by Andrew Devitt, J.P., whose first appearance there is in the 1909 Kelly.
Manor House was listed grade II in 1972, noted as 'C18 house with C19 additions. Stucco and
part ashlar stone currently white painted, 2 storey. 5 windows, bracketed hoods. Projecting masonry
C19 porch. Door at front of porch with rounded fan. Rusticated quoins. Slate hipped roof.' I know of
no other account of the building. The only photograph I know is a snapshot of the façade with bow
windows on both floors of southernmost bay and creeping plant around the porch and a little way to its
north, taken by my mother when she worked there in the late-1920s/early-1930s. It matches the 1972
description but is not suitable for reproduction here.
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Cuttons Hill Mill, as it was usually known, has received limited attention from writers on mills
in Sussex, partly because there is little first-hand information and partly because mill enthusiasts tend,
understandably, to be more interested in structures and operation than in history. As a result what they
say about the past tends to lack detail and citation of sources. Thus Mr Roy Henderson, in his e-book
on our local mills, is content to start his account of this one 'A 1783 manuscript mentions a mill at
Cuttons Hill' '25 which might be a passing reference or something truly informative. It is not shown on
any of the late-18th century county or road maps (which is not to say it did not exist then). Guy
Blythman says she was erected in 1808 for Stephen Hooker, who offered her for sale that year, and on
sale again in 1810, 1812 and 1818, at the latter date owned by T. Smith, esq. and occupied by 'a Mr
Rice'.26 I guess these dates derive from advertisements in newspapers. Unfortunately I cannot find a
Stephen Hooker in any East Grinstead source. T. Smith might be Thomas Dan Smith an auctioneer and
builder, etc. listed in directories from 1794 to 1839. John Rice is discussed below.
The first reference I have discovered is in 1809, when 'Ashurst Wood Mill' is a landmark 'on
the summit of Cutton's Hill 27 (an obvious site where one might have expected a mill much earlier).
The name Ashurst Wood Mill is not used again. William Hubble's name not only dates the map

illustrating this article, it probably also explains the sales in 1810 and 1812. In the 1808 land tax he
pays £24 for Imberhorne Farm as occupier and £1 for a second property, both owned by the Duchess of
Dorset. (William Turner had paid in 1807.) Hubble paid again in 1810. In the next year's church
rebuilding rates, drawn up on 13 April, he is assessed for Imberhorne Farm and for a windmill valued at
£1528, but when the census was taken at the end of May William Buck had replaced him at the farm. It
does not follow that the second property of 1808 was Cuttons Mill; there is nothing to suggest that the
Dorsets owned Cuttons Hill Mill, and the Felbridge Historians' handout from which I learned about his
connection with Imberhorne was concerned only with that property. The Felbridge Group has also
traced him from birth in Kent in 1780 to departure from East Grinstead to Higham near Gravesend and
thereafter and ascertained that the present Imberhorne farmhouse was built in his time here. 29 His son
William was baptised here in 1808 and his daughter Sarah in 1810.
In the 1811 census John Edgington is at the mill: one family in one house, 1 male, 2 females. 30
I can find nothing more about him. In the 1821 census the miller is sharing a house with two other
families; only the head of the first is named, employed in agriculture. 31 Pigot's directory for 1823
names John 'Royst' here, a delightfully literal rendering of the vernacular pronunciation of the surname
Rice, as confirmed by the next year's church rate book: Samuel Gilliam late Rice. The mill was rated at
£18.15s. and assessed at 9s.4'/2d. 32 In 1825 his Windmill Lands etc., amounting to la. 2r. 20p., were
reckoned at £16.lOs. in the parish valuation. 33 In the same year he tendered unsuccessfully to supply
flour to the parish Poor House. 34 He is last mentioned in Pigot's directory for 1828.
The edition for 1832 gives John Turner here, which seems to be an error, for in the 1831 census
William Heasman is entered in the right place for Cuttons Hill and listed there in the 1839 Pigot. 35 In
the 1841 census, aged 44, he is living there with Mary his wife of the same age and six children aged
from 1 to 18, all eight born in Sussex. In the 1843 church rate book Cuttons Hill Mill is still held by
William Heasman and still valued at £16.lOs.36 The tithe apportionment of the same year has George
Lowcock esq. as the owner and John Heasman as the occupier. 'John' may be an error here, for in the
1851 census the 54-year old William Walker Heasman must be the same man as ten years earlier
though now a widower. He was born in Ardingly but the four children still at home were born in East
Grinstead. So was their live-in servant, George Brown an unmarried agricultural labourer aged 36.
William Walker Heasman still works the mill in the 1852 and 55 Kelly's directories.
Melville's directory has Henry Hollands at Cuttons Hill Mill in 1858.
The next directories, Kelly's for 1866 and 67, do not mention this mill (or the big house) but do
list Hooker and Marchant, millers, Steam Flour Mills, without any location. I am sure Mr Henderson is
correct in suggesting this could be Cuttons Hill; with no evidence otherwise the chimney visible in the
(undated) only known photograph 17 could date from this time. No steam mills are listed in the Kelly
for 1870, though George Berry is given as miller at Cuttons Hill. Steam operation would presumably
have required a new and different sort of machinery from the wind-powered kind, so both could have
operated in tandem with Berry maintaining the windmill even if the steam-mill was out of use - perhaps
uneconomic, perhaps broken down. There is no entry for the mill in the 1871 census, nor in the 1874
Kelly, but the next Kelly, for 1878, has the steam flour mills worked again, by E. & A. Edwards.
According to Blythman she was worked by 'Mr Edwards' from 1876 for Albert Hampton Rayward 38
[later a corn-merchant in the High Street]. The 1881 census brings Edwards to life: Edward William
Robert Edwards aged ?39 and born in Rotherfield. Sarah his 37-year old wife was born in Hartfield
and their daughter Sarah Ann, 7, in Tunbridge. Living with them is a nephew William whose surname
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I cannot decipher, an 18-year old cowman born in Hartfield. Edward Edwards and the steam flour mills
make their final appearance in the 1887 Kelly. According to Ernest Straker the mill had been
demolished in about 1882 but Mr Edwards was still alive in 1939 and mourning it. 39
! Pit1
From 1788 there are entries for Cutton's Hill in the court books of the manor of Sheffield
Grinsted40, fortunately not a further complication of the history of the farm: an entry in 1835 specifies
one piece of land ... on the south side of the King's highway from Forest Row to East Grinstead at a
place called Cuttons Hill' 41 . It is evident from parish register and census entries that throughout the
19th century there were several cottages in the vicinity, mostly occupied by labourers. In some of them
the spelling Cuttings indicates how some locals were pronouncing the name. In 1848 a newspaper
reported the trial of several people caught begging at 'Cuttar's Hill 42 (a typographical error or a mishearing).
This broader area might be a good topic for the Ashurst Wood Historians, including the water
tower which stood in the northern angle of Windmill Lane (perhaps initially to service the steam mill?)
and the houses that steadily replaced the cottages. What became of the farmstead needs researching
from the point where I have abandoned its story, and any supplementary information that can correct or
clarify what I have written about its earlier history would be welcome.
REFERENCES: E.G. = East Grinstead; M.J.L. = M.J. Leppard; S.A.C. = Sussex Archaeological Collections;
S.R.S. = Sussex Record Society; W.S.R.O. =West Sussex Record Office * in my possession
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AFTERTHOUGHT: I have always supposed that Manor House was a pretentious, self-aggrandising
name given to Cuttons by a newcomer, but now I wonder: might that person have had some evidence,
probably in the deeds, that it stood on the site of the original mansion house of the manor of Ashurst or
Ashurst Wild? After all, no location has ever been suggested for its central homestead, but surely it
must have had one? M.J.L.
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THE ORIGINS OF OUR HOSPITAL

M.J. Leppard

In Bulletin 108 I published an article, 'The prehistory of our hospital', about the origins of the
concept of cottage hospitals before the first one came into existence, in Cranleigh in 1859. I traced the
term as far back as 1855 in the correspondence of J.M. Neale. In the hope of eliciting anything that
might be known in Cranleigh about the prehistory of the movement, I also contributed a version of my
article to the Bulletin of the Surrey Archaeological Society. It duly appeared in no.437 (February 2013)
of that publication and evoked a response, from Mr Keith Atkins, in no.438 (April 2013). He was not
able to provide background information of any kind but quoted what Dr Horace Sweet said about East
Grinstead in his Handy Book of Cottage Hospitals published in 1870, a source already used by Dr E.J.
Dennison in his centenary volume A Cottage Hospital Grows Up (1963). Mr Atkins then commented
'Given East Grinstead's proximity to Cranleigh, it is not surprising that it followed that model and it is
also reasonable to assume that Dr Rogers and Dr Napper [Cranleigh's founder were acquainted'. He
finally notes the involvement of Anglican religious orders in establishing cottage hospitals in the north
of England, possibly inferring from my article that Neale and the Sisters of St Margaret's were involved
in setting up ours.
In fact there is no evidence either that Rogers and Napper were acquainted or that Neale had any
connection with what came to pass here. Dr Dennison did not interest himself in the prehistory of the
movement but he did go very thoroughly into the origins of the earliest cottage hospitals. He showed
that the third to be founded was at Bourton-on-the-Water in Gloucestershire, by Mr John Moore in
1861 with the 'very material assistance' of the curate of the parish, the Rev. C.W. Payne Crawfurd. In
1863 Mr Crawfurd returned to East Grinstead, his birthplace, living at East Court as a private resident
/ and rendering 'similar aid' to Dr Rogers in his enterprise. Dr Dennison suggests that Crawfurd might
/ even have suggested the idea to Rogers, but acknowledges that 'the main credit' must go to the latter.
/ The first patient was admitted on 14 October. Even if Crawfurd had come back early in the year, ten
months would have been a very short time to get from inspiration to achievement. Moreover Rogers
had already been honorary medical officer to the General Dispensary from its foundation five years
earlier, so an in-patient facility would have been a naturl development even though organisationally
independent.'
In 1966 I upset Mr W.R. Young (and maybe others) by proposing, in a special article in the July
parish magazine for the centenary of Neale's death, that Rogers might have been motivated by the wish
'to rival the work of the Sisters'. Deprecating my suggestion in a letter to the East Grinstead Observer,
Mr Young reminded readers of Rogers's eleven years good work at the hospital and the Neale
Memorial Library that he set up at Sackville College when he became Warden in 1872.2 I can see now
that my wording can be read as if I thought that his long and bitter feud with Neale was the main
motivation for founding the hospital, for which there is no evidence. Nevertheless it is obvious from
the contemporary documentation from both sides of the story that Rogers opposed sisterhoods on
religious grounds and especially the influence over the poor that nursing gave them. He might well
have wished for years that there could be alternative provision consonant with his beliefs.
In the hope of learning more about the prehistory of the cottage hospital movement or
stimulating further research by others I sent a copy of my original article to the Wellcome Institute for
Historical Research. As yet I have had no reply.
1

E.J. Dennison, A Cottage Hospital Grows Up (1863), pp. 1 3-25, including acknowledgement of all sources; W.H. Hills,

The History

of E.G. (1906), pp.250f., 254f.

2

E.G. Observer, 14 July 1966
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SOME PEOPLE OF EAST GRINSTEAD (continued)

M.J. Leppard

PETER KINLOCH GRIFFITS
Few people can have served the East Grinstead area in so many capacities simultaneously as
Peter Griffits, an insurance official who settled in Forest Row in 1952. Thirty years on he counted ten
chairmanships, six treasurerships, three secretaryships and about ten other posts. At the same time he
was editing the Parish News and the Deanery Link and in the final year of an Open University degree.
Service as a parish and district councillor was matched by equivalent ecclesiastical roles, all
including chairing committees. In the parish church he fulfilled almost every function, among them
taking non-sacramental services as a Reader, culminating as honorary treasurer of their national body in
1988. Village organisations in which he participated ranged from the Scout Group, Youth Forum and
Youth Club, via the Film Society and Tennis Club, to the Conservative Association and Lifeboat
Association. His commitment to the British Legion at local and county level earned him its gold badge
for outstanding services.
Peter Griffits was almost equally active in East Grinstead: chairing the Queen Victoria Hospital
League of Friends, office-holder in the Tunbridge Wells Group of such bodies, and fully involved in the
local Christian Aid committee.
The Friends of Tylehurst School and the Eastbourne Community Health Council added further
variety, and he even directed over a dozen plays for Forest Row Dramatic Society.
'I want to serve the community', he said, 'and I believe it is my duty to do so as a Christian',
adding that he enjoyed everything he did and loved life. 'I haven't given up any yet', he declared in
1982, 'and I have no intention of doing so as long as I am fit and able.'
Following his death in October 1997 Forest Row honoured the man who considered an evening
wasted without a meeting to go to by naming the Village Hall annexe the Peter Griffits Hall and the path
linking Lewes Road and Kidbrooke Rise near his home (Kidbrooke Lodge) Griffits Path.
SOURCES: E.G. Courier, 13 May 1982, Queen Victoria Hospital League of Friends' Chairman's report, 1998,
Forest Row official guide (2000), pp. 1 2,18, personal memory.

AS WE SAW OURSELVES (39): 'No slight impetus has been given to the trade and prosperity of the
town and district by the extensive development of the railway system. ... With regard to railway
facilities it may be doubted whether more than a few places in the kingdom have better reason than this
little town of East Grinstead, with its undeniable salubrity and scenery of the most pleasing and varied
description. Add to these telling advantages the many beneficial reforms which are sure to be carried
out by the long-wished-for Local Board, now in full operation, and it becomes at once apparent that East
Grinstead has before it a future the possibilities of which it would indeed be difficult to forecast.' Messrs Simmins & Gasson, advertising development opportunities on the Sackville Estate [west of
Lingfield Road], East Grinstead and Environs (1885)
AS OTHERS SAW US (49): 'Just imagine a mediaeval peasant living in East Grinstead or somewhere
horrible like that ...' - Prof. Barry Cunliffe, 11 Nov. 1986, reviewing the Victoria and Albert Museum's
new permanent Mediaeval Treasury on B.B.C. Radio Four's 'Kaleidoscope' programme
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS reviewed or noticed by the Editor
THE FELBRIDGE AND DISTRICT HISTORY GROUP HANDOUT 113 (Jan. 2013), Hill Place
Farm [firmly in East Grinstead] records in detail the structural history of the house and expands the
unpublished research notes of our member Miss Gwen Broad, whose home it was, which were given to
the group on her death in 2008. They were derived mainly from the records of the manor of Imberhorne
and land tax returns, neither of which I have handled, so I cannot comment on the substance of the work.
I may, however, protest at the statement that the Haselden family gave their name to Hazelden Farm, a
Domesday Book property comprehensively written up in our Bulletin 101. HANDOUT 114 (March
2013), Oak Farm, Crawley Down Road [almost entirely on our side of the county border] traces three
small properties amalgamated in the late-19th century, with exhaustive information on owners and
occupiers. Three maps of different dates are reproduced and marked as necessary whereas for Hill Place
there is only a block plan of the house. A photograph of each is reproduced on its cover, with no note of
date or orientation.
SUSSEX INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 158 (April 2013) includes
a short account of the career of the railway contractor George Wythes, whose work included the Three
Bridges - East Grinstead line, valued at £43,000 and opened in 1855. [How was his name pronounced?]
THE WEALDEN IRON RESEARCH GROUP NEWSLETTER 56 (Autumn 2012) includes a note
(from me) strengthening earlier suggestions of the significance for the Wealden iron industry of the preRoman track that crosses Dry Hill and continues through our historic parish over the Medway.

LATEST PLACE-NAMES: In Bulletin 108 I deplored Mid Sussex District Council's ignoring its own
policies in approving Ashurst Way for a new road off Holtye Road. It has now repeated the offence in
allowing Bluebell Gate for a development also off Holtye Road but nearer the town. There is already a
Bluebell Close off Imberhorne Lane: but even if there weren't, the potential now for misleadingly
suggesting the location of the Bluebell Railway is obvious - not to mention the traffic problems already
affecting that part of the A264. Without contradicting its policies but also without any consultation, the
council has inflicted on a new play area off Mindeiheim Avenue the name Manor Glade, whose lack of
any manorial association and twee vacuity puts it on a par with Heritage Lawn, a road in Horley. I
would have been tempted to complement our twin town, Mindeiheim, by suggesting Spielplatz, the
German for play-place. M.J.L.
OUR NAME BANK: The recent death of Sir PATRICK MOORE, whose formation as an astronomer
in East Grinstead was detailed in our last Bulletin, suggests an obvious candidate for naming a new road.
Consideration might also be given to the name MEADMORE, honouring Joseph Meadmore, whose
M.B.E. recognised his leadership of the rescue work in the bombed Whitehall cinema seventy years ago
this year, and his late brother Frederick, a well respected London Transport employee, union activist,
urban district councillor and Justice of the Peace. Use of the surname alone would also acknowledge the
less public roles in the life of the town of their eight siblings and their families. M.J.L.
GOLDEN BOOTS (for earlier examples see Bulletin 103, p.15 and references there): Our Netherlands
correspondent reports a fine brass example, reaching above the knee and turned down at the top, on a
shop in Maastrichter Brugstraat in Maastricht.
For details of how to obtain past issues of the Bulletin see the foot of p.2

14
EAST GRINSTEAD MUSEUM COMPASS 33-36: INDEX LOCORUM
In Bulletin 108 we published an index of personal names in numbers 33-36 of the now defunct
journal East Grinstead Museum Compass, its only unindexed issues. For simplicity each reference is a
four-digit number, the first two the number of the issue, the second two the page number; thus 3609
means number 36, page 9. References to the same page in consecutive issues are indicated by ... ; thus
3402...3602 means page 2 in numbers 34,35 and 36. References continuing from one page to the next
are indicated by f. after the number. A dash - indicates repetition of the first word of the previous entry,
- - the first two words. No indication is given if there is more than one entry on a page. Minor
variations of spelling are not always given. Where alternative names can be used, references are given
under the one likely to be most familiar. Minor names (fields, houses, roads, etc.) are listed in the
alphabetical sequence for places in East Grinstead and the surrounding parishes but under their towns or
villages for places further afield, e.g. Crocodile Danehill but Crawley George. An exception is made for
familiar places of national significance, e.g. Royal Academy. Places in our area have their location
indicated by the following codes: AN Ashdown Forest, AW Ashurst Wood, Cp Copthorne, DL
Dormans Land, EG East Grinstead, Fb Feibridge, FR Forest Row, Hf Hartfield, Ht Holtye, Lf
Lingfield, Mf Maresfield, Nc Newchapel, Wil West Hoathly. Minor names not so identified are in East
Grinstead. Counties are generally not specified for places in Sussex (code Sx), Surrey (Sy) or Kent. It is
hoped that liberal use of cross-references compensates for any inconsistencies. The opportunity has
been taken to include the non-index contents of Compass 33 and one item omitted from an earlier index
number. An asterisk (*) indicates only the most significant entries.
It is hoped that this task can be completed by publishing an index of matters in a future Bulletin.
Ashdown Forest 3505,3508,3513,3611
Ashplatts Wood 3612
Ashurst Wood 3607,3612

North Street no.163 3505,3605
Burwash Bear 3509
Buxted 3503

Baptist Church DL 3609
Barclays Bank, 31 High St EG 3405,3603
Bedford Modem School 3608
The Beeches AW 3607
Birches Cottages EG 3512
Birmingham 3405
Blackburn School 3608
Blackham 3503
Blacksmith's Head Nc 3411
Blackwell School 3612
Bletchingley 3407,3509
Blindley Heath 3509
BolebrookHf 3508
Boston U.S.A., St Margaret's Convent 3507
Blockfleld 2906 see also Old Surrey Hall
Brambletye 3605
Brentwood, Essex 3603
Bridport, Dorset 3608
Brighton 3505
-Museum&ArtGallery 3513

Canterbury, Christ Church University 3603
CatWH 3411
Chariwoods Road EG 3407
Chequer Mead [field] EG 3605
Church Lane EG 3605
- tower museum EG 3605
- Churchyard EG 3605
College Lane EG 3605
- View, High St EG 3508
CommonEG 3411
-Mill 3411
Connys, Lewes Rd EG 3508
Convent EG see St Margaret's Convent
Copyhold Farm EG see Killicks & Copyhold Farm
Cottage Hospital EG 3406
Council School EG 3607
Cowden 3404
Crawley Down 3509
- - Post Office 3509
Crescent Road EG no.11 3412

15
Crowborough 3607
Crowhurst Sy 3509,3513,3515
- church 3607
Cuckfield 3408
Danehill 3503
Dormans (i.e. DL village) 3607
- Land 3507,3509,3513,3604,3607,3609
- - church 3507
-Park 3509
- -RoadEG 3604
- station 3607
'Down Town' EG 3606
Dry Hill 3604
- - camp/earthworks/fort 3604
East CourtEG 3610,3612
- Grinstead 3412
- - Common see Common EG
- - Union Workhouse 3409
-Sussex 3612
- - Record Office, Lewes 3412,3503,3509
Elephant's Head coffee tavern, Queens Rd EG
3401,3405
Emneath near Wisbeach 3406
Estcots EG 3612
FairlightEG 3612
Fairwarp 3513
Felbridge 3508,3512,3516,3611
- church 3406
- churchyard 3509
-Estate 3516
Ferring, Little Twitten cricket ground 3512
Fletching 3503
Forest Row 3410,3508,3509,3510,3604,3606
Framfield 3503
Frogit Heath Fb 3411
Garland Rd EG see Pottery
Gentlemen's Golf Club FR 3505
---no.24 2408
The Goat AF 3411
Godstone 3404,3406
Goudhurst 3510
Greenwich, Plume of Feathers, 19 Park Villa 3607
-Meridian 3610
Grinstead 3411 see also East Grinstead
Groombridge 3607
Grosvenor Road EG no.23 3608
Guest House Lf 3516

Hammerwood 3516
Hammerwood Park 3611
Hartfield 3412,3503,3505,3509,3611,3612
-Hundred 3516
-Post Office 3509
Haywards Heath 3408
South Road, Morella in 3408
HazeldenEG 3516
Hermitage Lane EG 3410,3 606
High Street EG 3403,3410,3508,3605,3606,3611
--- no.34 3508
--- nos 40-48, 54-56 3606
- - Hf 3609
- Weald A.O.N.B. 3612
Hollow Lane DL 3604
Holtye 3513
Homey Common Mf 3503
Horsham, Springfield Road 3408
Horsted Keynes 3411,3512
Hospital EG see Queen Victoria Hospital
Hucknall Estate EG 3403
Hurley Farm EG 3516
Hurst Green Sy 3507
Imberhome Farm 3508,35 12
-School 3403,3411
Killicks & Copyhold Farm EG 3403
Lambeth Palace 3506
Lewes 3611
- Road EG 3605 see also Connys
Barbican House (Sussex Archaeological Society
Library) 3509
see also East Sussex Record Office
Lindfield 3408
Lingfield 3404,3406,3411,3507,3509,3513,3515,
3516,3604,3607
-cage 3503
- library see Guest House Lf
-School 3611
Little Cansiron Farm Ht 3512
London - East Grinstead road 3406
- Road EG 3605,3608
---no.25,29A 3510
see also Shuckburgh Cottage
Maresfield 3503,3612
Marylebone 3510
Mayfield 3601,3603
Mid Sussex District 3612
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Middle Row EG 3606
Middlesex 3508
Moat Pond EG 3612
Moor Hall, Wilderwick 3411
New Town Lf 3503
North End School EG 3512,3516
Nottingham Trent University 3 64
Nutley
O8,3513,3611
J1i
- chur
'
Old Oxted HighSt nos 22,26, Saddlers 3407
- Star Public House Fb 3406 see also Star Fb
-TownLf 3503
Ouse River (Sx) 3604
Oxted 3407,3 605
Park Road EG 3403
Pimlico 3606
Bloomfield Terrace no.20 3508
Playstow Hall Lf 3503,3509
The Playfield EG 3606
Plume & Feathers/Plume of Feathers/Plumyfeather
Comer/Cottages/Farm, Withyham 3607
Porch House EG 3605
Portland Road EG 3606
Portsmouth 3510
Posingford Farm Hf 3412,35 16
PotteryEG 3405
Priest House WH 3411

Snow Hill Chapel Cp 3611
South Mailing deanery of 3412,3503
Star Fb 3406 see also Old Star Public House
-Lf 3513
- Field/Garden Fb 3406
Steyning, 39 High St, Market Plee, Churchyard
;
runswick School AW 3503
Surrey * 3404,3406,3516,3611
3503,3511
Tabell Ghyll AF 3516,3611
Tollgate EG 3606
Turners Hill 3509,35 11
Post Office 3509
Uckfieid 3508,3510
Fords Bank, Homey Common, Old Forge Lane
3611
'Up Town' EG 3605,3606
Vicarage EG 3605
Victoria & Albert Museum 3506
Wales 3508
Warlingham 3611
The Weald 3404
West Grinstead 3412,35 16
- Hoathly 3411,3412,3509,3609,3611,3612
of England, University of 3511
Sussex Record Office, Chichester 3503,3504,
3505,3603,3606,3612
Whitepost Wood Hf 3411
Wildene Hf 3412,3516
Wilderwick (house) 3411
Wimbledon: 73 South Rd (formerly 4 Fields
Cottages) 3510
Winchester, diocese of 3516
Windmill Lane EG 3405,3516,3611 see also St
Mary's Church
Wisbech 3406
Withyham 3503,3505,3511
Wiveisfield 3503
Worth 3412,3612
Worthing, Strathmore Close no.8 3406
Twitten Way 3512
-

-

Queen Victoria Hospital 3411
see also Cottage Hospital, Hospital
Queens Road EG Cemetery 3403,3611
Railway Approach EG nos 14-18 3508
Red Barn, Tandridge 3509 see also Snouts Farm
The Rocks EG 3605
Rotherfield High Street 3510
Rowfant House 3405
Sackville College EG 3406,3409,3504-07,3603,
3605,3606
- School EG 33 13,3409,3410
- George's Court EG no.20 3302...3502
- Margaret's Convent EG 3503,3603,3605
- - Orphanage EG 3603
- Mary's Church, Windmill Lane EG 3608
Seisfield 3509
Sharpthorne Post Office 3509
Shuckburgh Cottage, London Rd EG 3410
Snouts Farm, Tandridge 3509 see also Red Barn

Zanzibar 2810
Zion Chapel EG 3611
Back-numbers of Compass can be purchased at
the Museum or consulted in its Research Room.

