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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY
The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East Grinstead and its environs.
The town has a long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for the time being to the hands of
our generation. It should be our concern that such contributions as we in turn make are worthy of the past and
a fitting bequest to the future.
The Society arranges regular talks, discussions, walks and visits. It produces a Bulletin of articles of local
interest and a Newsletter thrice yearly. Its 1969 report on the High Street conservation area was well received
as a basis for future policy. It is very active in monitoring all planning applications and making
representations to the authorities on planning issues and has undertaken initiatives to promote citizenship
education in local schools. It has held six exhibitions, planted trees, restored the churchyard railings and
martyrs' memorial, and financed tree-ring dating of some buildings in the High Street. It has also produced
surveys of trees, seats and playground equipment, provided a plaque by the mass grave of victims of enemy
action in Mount Noddy cemetery (now superseded) and historical guide-maps in the High Street, and
presented seats in memory of leading former members to Sackville College and the High Street. It has
published a book of reminiscences, three sets of postcards reproducing old photographs, three town trails (one
of them also in French) and a leaflet on the local martyrs. With the Town Council it established the now
independent Town Museum.
The Society is registered as a charity (no.257870) and is a member of the Federation of Sussex Amenity
Societies. A copy of its constitution is available on request.
The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to represent public opinion; the larger
the membership the greater the influence. The subscription is £10 p.a., renewable on 1 January every year
(except by those joining on or after 1 October). By signing a Gift Aid form standard-rate income tax payers
can increase its value by 28% at no cost to themselves. Persons wishing only to receive the Bulletin Cando so
at a special rate of £5 per calendar year, payable in advance to the Editor (address on cover).
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY

No. 98 (Autumn 2009)

EDITORIAL

It has been accepted for so long that history is a proper concern of our Society and the main (though
not the only) one of the Bulletin that it is salutary to have in this issue an article arguing why it should
be studied as more than self-indulgence by those who like that sort of thing. It is good, too, that it is
from a new contributor to our pages, Mr Mike Hollins, who is well known to many readers already.
COVER PICTURE: The advertisement used in the 1950s and 60s by Johnson's the tailor's, whose
history is outlined on pp.6-10 below, showing its premises at 14 High Street. The drawing is signed
by Gilbert Funnell, about whom nothing has as yet been ascertained.
TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO: In view of the presence of two hundred non-members at our Open
Forum in June to protest at Cedric Hartland's suggestion that part of the former railway to Three
Bridges might be used to link the inner relief road and the A23, a statement was printed in Newsletter
27 (September 1984) clarifying that it was a personal proposal, not made in his role as Chairman, nor
Society policy. On other pages Mr Hartland took West Sussex to task for giving itself planning
consents adjoining Imberhorne Lane and on the former library site in London Road. 'We must
remind the County Council that its principal function is to provide wise and efficient administratioi
of the many services for which it is responsible to its electors. This in our view does not mean selling
off publicly owned land to the highest bidder and to the detriment of the town.' At the forthcoming
enquiry into the East Grinstead and Worth district plan we would be objecting to permissive
residential development on the portlands behind the High Street, restriction of shopping development
on Railway Approach, and lack of proposals for improving the A264. On 17 September the six oak
trees we had funded on King George's Field were officially handed over to the district council,
alerting the town (we hoped) to 'the steady erosion of the once generous tree population in East
Grinstead'. Following the Town Council's establishment of a public right of way between 238 and
240 Holtye Road we called for the same designation for Rice's Hill, 'now boarded off by developers'.
Our painting of the 'Bow Bells' mileposts had been completed. Bulletin 36, published at the same
time, was printed professionally, and thus at greater expense, because of difficulties with reproducing
photographs in number 35. It included articles on buses pictured at the Three Crowns, libraries in
East Grinstead, local railways from the completion of the system a hundred years before, and a
review of our second town trail.

AS WE SAW OURSELVES (28): 'In spite of the growth and wealth since, the people of 40 and 50
years ago were more energetic and had more the welfare of the public at heart than residents had at
the present day. ... There was much more individuality of character about the inhabitants 40 or 50
years ago than there is to-day. ... The trade of the place was gone so far as manufacturing was
concerned. It was merely a town for distribution, which was a source of weakness, instead of being a
town for production.' - Mr W.V.K. Stenning, speaking on 'The past, present and future of East
Grinstead' as reported in the East Grinstead Observer, 1894.
AS OTHERS SAW US (38): 'The kindness and friendship that the people of East Grinstead have
shown to myself and other Guinea Pig members for more than forty years. I cannot properly describe
the pleasant feeling I have when I enter the town after a long absence, but I enjoy it. Just thinking
about the place and its folk has helped me through some rough passages and I believe others could
say the same.' - John Hawksworth, Beeston, Notts, letter, East Grinstead Courier, 19 Dec. 1985
SHUCKBURGH COTTAGE (Bulletin 97, pp.6-8): Professor Richard Coates points out that the
original meaning of the Warwickshire village name is 'barrow of the evil spirits', adding 'onomastic
amnesia is useful!'.
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JAMES AND DREW PICKESSE

M.J. Leppard

A note in the Wealden Iron Research Group's Newsletter 33 (Spring 2001, pp.5f.) by Bob
Smith drew attention to the inclusion of Dru Pickhouse or Pigasse, a gentleman ironmaster from
Brambletye, in a published list of the earliest settlers in Jamestown, Virginia, the oldest successful
English settlement in North America, founded in 1607. The next issue (34, Autumn 2001, pp. lOf)
carried a follow-up note by me summarising the main facts of his time here. This article is intended
to develop that note with as full an account as I can manage of what else is known about him and also
about his father, James. The surname is found in a variety of spellings; in what follows I copy the
form given in the relevant source for each reference while consistently using Pickesse for statements
of my own.
The family's first appearance here seems to be as a result of the bequest in 1551 by John
Shery, archdeacon of Lewes, of 'my parte, moiete and purparte of the Manors of Bravelty and
Laiuerty in Grynsted and Hartfeld' to James Pykes and his heirs.' In 1557 James Pycas and his wife
Katherine purchased property in Cocking and Singleton from Peter Ruff and in 1574 James Pycas
gentleman bought the other moiety (or regained the original one; I cannot tell which) of Brambletye
and Lavertye from Edward, Lord Wyndesore, and Katherine his wife. 3
Thomas, son of James Pickers, was baptised in East Grinstead in 1562. I can find no further
mention of him. Probably (since Drew, the second son, baptised here in 1564, is the one who carried
on the line) Thomas died young; our parish register lacks any pages for burials before 1575. A
daughter, Catherine, was baptised in 1565.
As a gentleman James Pickesse played his proper part in county life: a juror at a property
inquest in Lewes in 1562 4 , a witness for the west ward of Ashdown Forest in 1576 5, and on the grand
jury at the Midsummer Assizes at East Grinstead in 158 16 . He also had his troubles: at a date
unspecified the vicar of East Grinstead, Richard Burnop, falsely swore at Lewes Assizes that James
Pickas arrested him at the communion table 7, and in 1579, in his absence, his wife Katherin, aged
about 44, challenged John Turner's claim to part of Brambletye on behalf of Lord Buckhurst,
provoking Turner into expressing himself in such a way that he was charged with sedition 8. From the
account of this episode it is evident that the Pickesses lived at Brambletye.
James Pickeys made his will on 29 September 1589, died at Brambletye on 28 January 1590
and was buried in East Grinstead on 6 February. He bequeathed the manor to his son Drew, half his
goods, an annuity and his farm Court Innans [Court-in-Holmes] to be her dwelling-place to his wife,
and money and silverware to his daughter Katherine. There were stern conditions against spoliation
of the manor house. 9 The inquest into his lands, held on 6 November 1590, found that in addition to
Brambletye he held Perkers Crofie, Jennepers and 'Portland'. 10
Drew Pickesse's first name suggests a family connection with the property-owning Drewe
clan which had lived hereabouts since at least the mid- 15th century. By 1574 (while his father was
still alive) he is recorded as owning Brambletye forge and leasing it to Robert Reynolds." In the lists
compiled in that year to regulate the ironworks it is Robert Reynold of Grynsted who is called to sign
a £2000 bond for Brambletynne or Brambleton (as well as Mill Place furnace) 12, for he is the expert
who superintends the work. His successor from at least 1579 to 82 was Stephen French,
'fordgemaster', who lived on site. 13 Like his father, Drew Pickesse was a gentleman with civic
duties: Member of Parliament for the borough of East Grinstead in 1586', Escheator for Surrey and
Sussex (responsible for collecting certain moneys for the Treasury) 1595-9615 , member of the grand
jury at the Midsummer Assizes here in 159715, and later that year a witness to the sealing of a receipt
for Leche's charity for the poor of Fletching and of Smeethe in Kent. 16

5
In 1594 Drew Pickays sold the manor of Brambletye and tenements in Brambletye, East
Grinstead and Roate to Thomas Bradfold. Eight years later he sold the same properties to Robert
Sackvile esquire.' These sales (or possibly mortgages), formally recorded in feet of fines, imply
some as yet undiscovered (or never recorded) transactions effected between their dates. Perhaps the
1594 sale was connected with the imprisonment for debt that he 'apparently sewed' in the 1590s 9
for which no evidence has been adduced, though I appealed for it in my note mentioned at the start of'
this article.
Having sold his estate, Drew Pickesse sailed for America in December 1606, leaving his wife
and family behind. According to some notes made by Mr Jack Russell and kindly copied to me, he
found himself involved in a dispute between Captain John Smith and the other officers and died on
19 August 1607. The next year his widow Anne sold to Thomas Haddon and Henry Smyth
gentlemen the same properties as had been sold in 1594 and 160220 Once again, 1 cannot explain
what transactions had taken place in the meanwhile.
REFERENCES: S.A.0 = Sussex Archaeological Collections; S.R.S. = Sussex Record Society
1

2

vol.2, p.87
S.RS., vol.19, p. 60
S.R.S., vol.3, p. 22
J.S. Cockburn (ed.), Calendar ofAssize records, Sussex indictments, Elizabeth 1(1975), no. 833
PROB 111751132**
' Star Chamber case (National Archives STAC51D18/14)* 8 S.A.C., vol.9, pp.193-44
10
S.R.S., vol.14, no.854 11 H. Cleere & D. Crossley, The iron industry of the Weald (2nd ed., 1995), p,318
12
Wealden Iron, second series, no.6 (1986), pp.30f. 13 see Wealden lion Research Group Newsletter 34, pp. 10f for
details and sources 14 S.A. C., vol.33, p.73 15 National Archives E136/2 19/6 (Exchequer files, Queen's
17 Danehill Parish Historical Society Magazine, vol.1
Remembrancer, particulars of accounts)* 16 as note 6, no.1679
18
19
B. Smith in his note mentioned in the first sentence of this article 20 as note 3
no.3, p.1
as note 3
S.A.C., vol.35, p.58
S.A. C., vol.14, p.44
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* I owe this information to Mr A.G. Dyson ** I owe this information to Mrs Beth Chase Grey

RECENT PUBLICATIONS reviewed by the Editor
EAST GRINS TEA B MUSEUM COMPASS 30 (Summer 2009) contains a detailed article by David
Gould on the history of the various Rice Bros enterprises in East Grinstead, a sequel to his account of
the eponymous family in the previous number. It also includes an important correction to misstatements about carved portrait heads in that issue, Thomas Cramp's view of the parish of Crowhurst
in Surrey in 1866, accounts of what the East Grinstead district did in its Warship Week in 1942 and
how Sackville School celebrated its centenary in 1961, and a note on the etymology of the river-name
Medway. [flat the Town Museum, or £5 postal subscription for each year's three numbers]
THE FELBRIDGE AND DISTRICT HISTORY GROIJP's latest handouts deal with subjects that
impinge slightly on our side of the county boundary: 90 (March 2009), 'Professor Furneaux and the
'Penlees" of Felbridge', a writer of popular works on biological subjects; 91 (May 2009) Park
Corner Farm, and 92 (July 2009) Michaelmas Farm.
ASHDOWN FOREST NEWS 57 (Autumn 2009) includes a piece on the architect Walter Godfrey's
work as a garden designer, including several commissions in our area.

The information on the text-panels in the Town Museum's current
temporary exhibition for the 400th anniversary of SACKYJILLE
COLLEGE has been reproduced in a booklet [L2 at the Museum].
LEFT: The Sackville's achievement of arms on a wall at the College.
The Latin motto may be translated as 'Either never even try or finish it
off completely'.

FROM MR BEAN TO MRS DOLPHIN

M.J. Leppard

The closure earlier this year of Ann Dolphin's ladieswear shop at 14 High Street brought to an
end a business whose history can be traced back almost two hundred years through a chain of owners
and locations. It was claimed in 1912 that it 'was founded 150 years ago by J. Bean, from whom it
was purchased by H. Nicholas", but there is no evidence for the existence of J. Bean, and no-one
with that surname is recorded in our parish registers until the baptism in 1812 of Frederick, son of
Peter and Mary Susannah Bean. It is with this Peter Bean that the story begins, though whether he
purchased an existing concern or set up here on his own account we cannot tell.
Our first record is in 1811, when Peter Bean, a tailor, occupied the site of 13 High Street,
heading a family of 3 males and 2 females. 2 By 1824 he was assessed for two houses, worth £9.5s.
and £10.1 5 s. respectively. 3 The relevant entry in the Dorset Settlement Act of 1827 shows that these
are actually two parts of the same property [13 High Street], 'formerly two messuages adjoining one
another', consisting of two shops, one workhouse, one stable and hayloft and other outhouses and
appurtenances, occupied by Peter Bean and Charlotte Lynn, each of whom paid £10 rent. (Pigot's
directories for 1823 and 28 give Charlotte Lynn as confectioner and toy dealer.) In 1825-28 the
premises were rated at £4.15s.4 Peter Bean, tailor, is listed in directories from 1823 to 39, but on 2
December that year he died, aged 53, as recorded on the family gravestone in the parish churchyard,
which also commemorates his widow, Mary (27 June 1862 aged 76) and two sons who predeceased
them, John (8 September 1827 aged 19) and George (21 September 1829 aged 1 year 10 months). In
the 1841 census Peter Bean's widow, Mary aged 50, was occupying no. 13 with their surviving
children: Frederic, a 25-year old tailor, Mary and Louisa, both 20, Peter, 15, and Charles, 11. All six
had been born in Sussex. In 1843 the tithe apportionment lists F. Bean for a house and garden [13
High Street] owned by Earl de la Wan and comprising 6 perches.
Frederick did not run the business for long, however, for by the time the Post Office directory
for 1845 was compiled Henry Nicholas had taken over, listed as woollen draper and tailor. In the
1851 census he is a 39-year old master tailor with two employees, occupying the 13 High Street
premises. With him are his wife Martha, 33, daughter Lydia, 4, and son Frederick, 2, all East
Grinstead-born except Martha, who came from Nalderton in Nottinghamshire. There is also a lodger,
Henry Nias, M.R.C.S., unmarried, aged 47 and born in Fulham. Edward Steer recalled that in his
boyhood sojourn here, 1856-59, Henry Nicholas supplied morning newspapers and was also stamp
distributor, holding inland revenue stamps for purchase and taking in documents for official
stamping, functions later taken over by the post office. 5 It should be noted that these roles do not
appear in contemporary documents until 1866 (newsagent) 6 and 1881 (stamp distributor) 7. The
circulating library housed in his shop is first mentioned in 1862.8
By the time of the 1861 census Henry Nicholas had remarried; his wife is named as Mary,
aged 52 and born in East Grinstead, as were the resident children: Walter, 16, a pupil teacher in
Forest Row, Lydia, 14, 'assistant at house', Frederick N., 12, Harriett, 9, and Martha F., 8, all
scholars. Henry, aged 41, still has two employees. Ten years later there are three employees, but
only Frederick N., 22, an unmarried tailor, and Martha F., 18, are at home with their parents. By
1881 Henry Nicholas, still with three employees, has been widowed again, with only his unmarried
daughters, Harriett, 29, and Martha F., 28, .at home to support him. In the 1891 census (of which I
have not got full details) he has a live-in apprentice, his grandson, 17-year old Alexander Johnson, of
whom more anon.
Not long afterwards 13 High Street was demolished, to be replaced by the building we see
today, originally the Capital and Counties Bank, and Henry Nicholas migrated to 54 High Street 9
newly built when two old buildings were sacrificed to bring Portland Road through to the town
centre.

,

7
Henry Nicholas died in 1895.10 He was remembered four decades later as taking as much
trouble over making a customer a suit as if for his best friend." A.S. Bridgland recalled, in 1942, 'I
saw him often, in his old age, in his pew in the Wesleyan Church. He disliked noise or interruption
and disapproved of extempore prayer. 12
Alexander Johnson took over from his grandfather in 1894' s, though he did not immediately
change the name, as shown by a photograph published in 1897'. He had learnt his trade at
Peacock's, a fashionable tailors in Ebury Street, London S.W. In 1899 he took over the former
Bailye's tailoring business, amalgamating the two as sole proprietor 15 and moving into its premises at
the western end of Middle Row. The history of that concern must now be traced, as the first tributary
to enter the story, before the flow is resumed.
The earliest reference I can find is in 1849, when Lingfield vestry discussed apprenticing the
crippled William Yateman of Dormans Land to Charles Bailey, tailor of East Grinstead, for which
he would require £25 premium. 16 The family was here by about 1830, however, for in the 1851
census his son John, a journeyman tailor, is recorded as aged 21 and born in East Grinstead. I cannot
find them in the 1841 census, but in 1851 Charles Bailye is a 59-year old master tailor, born in
Steyning, with two employees. The rest of the household, in London Road, consisted of his wife
Harriett, 52, born in Arundel, and their daughters Caroline, 15, and Jane, 13, both born in East
Grinstead. In the Post Office directories the business is Bailye & Son, tailors, in 1852, Charles
Bailye & Son, tailors, in 1855. A photograph in the Town Museum shows most of their home, in the
angle of London Road and the present-day Institute Walk, with 'BAILYE & SON TAILORS' on a
board over a paned window in a western outshot. Charles makes his last appearance in written
records in the 1861 census, living with Harriett and Caroline at Rock Cottages, London Road, the
same property as before but divided in two, with another family in the other half. In later sources the
house is named Bailye's Court 17 or Well Cottage ' 8. The well is marked in the front garden on the
plan in the prospectus for building the Institute on the site. (The adjoining terrace, on the site of the
present-day Whitehall Parade, is Rock Gardens in the 1861 census and other records.)
The son is probably George, not mentioned in the 1851 census, who died in 1900 aged 75.
The entry in Melville's directory for 1858 is George Bailye, tailor and hairdresser, wording which
continued unchanged until Kelly's directory for 1887. The hairdressing had been added when he
took over two old houses and shops at the western end of Middle Row, together with the business of
the occupant of one of them, a barber named Wheeler. (The other was occupied by an Italian named
Solca, a watchmaker and jeweller. 19)
The barber, John Wheeler, the second tributary in the story, is recorded in directories from
Pigot's and Robson's for 1839 up to Kelly's for 1855 and was still here in 1856, when (with 85 other
tradesmen, including Charles Bailye, Henry Nicholas and A. Solca) he signed a memorial to the
charity commissioners concerning the 'very inefficient education' supplied at the Free Grammar
School. 2° Soon after making 'a fortunately unsuccessful attempt upon his life', however, he left for
Tunbridge Wells, where, Edward Steer commented, 'I believe he did very well'. 2'
George Bailye's advertisements in
Tully's East Grinstead Almanack
and Advertiser for 1871
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advertisements in
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GREENSTEDE HOUSE.

G. BAILYE,

Tailor and Nabit Maker
EAST GRINSTEAD.

LADIES' JACKETS and ULSTERS.

FARIDS WAITED UPON AT THEIR OWN RESIDENCES.

Uonsbisogs .]Jfa.cle-up to any Desiga.

CELEBRATED TWEEDS for RIDING BREECHES.

George Bailye' s takeover probably, therefore, dates to 1857. In the 1861 census he is a tailor
and hairdresser aged 26 [sic] and born in East Grinstead employing two men and one apprentice at
the western end of Middle Row. With him are his wife Susan, 26 [sic], born in Watford, children
Anne, 2, and Charles and George, one-year old twins, all born in East Grinstead, and William
Hartnup, the apprentice, 15, born in Lingfield, and Maryanne Post, a servant, 12, born in East
Grinstead. Ten years later, George, aged 46, and Susan, the same age, still have the children at home,
now including Jenny, 7, and a new apprentice, Henry Meades, 14, born in Brighton.
In 1877 George Bailye replaced the two old houses and shops at the end of Middle Row with
the 'noble block of buildings' (Steer) that stands there today 22, naming it Greenstede House (as in the
1885 advertisement reproduced here). This involved closing the public well outside and removing
the pump and railings. 23
When the 1881 census was taken George Bailye was employing four men and living in his
new premises with his wife, their daughter Anne, 22, 'tailor and hairdresser's assistant', and their
sons Charles J., hairdresser, and George N., tailor. By then George had given up barbering but not
tailoring. So they continued up to 1899, when Alexander Johnson took over. Susan had died in the
previous year, aged 73. George, 75, and George junior, 40, both died in 1900.24
1878 George Bailye published verses entitled 'Reminiscences of boyhood' recalling his time
at the former grammar school and its meeting-place, Sackville College. 25 He was one of the first
members of the 5th Sussex Rifle Volunteers, formed in 1860.26 East Grinstead and civic duty clearly
meant a great deal to him: the town inspired the name of the house he built, in 1896 he prepared a
petition with over 1000 signatures against proposed alienation of part of the Playfield , and he
served on the Local Board and Urban District Council. 'He wore side whiskers and might be
described as lantern-jawed', A.S. Bridgland remembered, adding 'I never saw him in anything but a
top hat and short morning coat' . 28 This possible indication of taking himself seriously may be
confirmed by the story of the hoax note sent in Bailye's name to the Rev. D.Y. Blakiston, himself
'not unaware of personal importance', who had been decorating the organ-pipes, accusing him of
stealing the barber's missing pole for his purposes . 29 Another story (if historical; a comparable one
was told of a barber at Edenbridge30) allows him a sense of humour, however. Called to shave a
visitor at the Crown, George Bailye found a monkey in the room but, on descending, ordered drinks
all round before saying, as he left, 'The gentleman in room 7 will pay'. 31 Similarly, as recounted by
A.S. Bridgiand, when Tom Sayers (1826-65) the prize-fighter was staying in East Grinstead in the
1860s on the night before a fight, he entered Bailye's shop for a shave. Recognising the customer he
had lathered, George Bailye pinched his nose saying 'I'm the only man in England, Mr Sayers, who
dares to pull your nose'. 32
Bridgiand also tells us that in the 1880s George Bailye's son Charlie and his wife might be
seen at most local dances and that George's daughter (presumably Anne) married a widower, the
grocer Mark Chart of Moat Terrace. 33

By the time the 1901 census was taken Alexander Johnson was a master tailor. In Kelly's
1903 and 05 directories he is also a hairdresser (not necessarily personally), and in the 1907 edition
he is also a stationer at 18 London Road. The picture-postcards published in his name must date from
this episode. According to an account published in 1912 he 'entirely rebuilt' the Middle Row
premises in 1908. It is hard to believe he could have altered more than the ground-floor, shown in the
photograph in the accompanying advertisement with full-length plate-glass windows on the northern
and western sides. All cutting and making was done on the premises and there was a good sporting
trade .34 In 1918 he moved the business to 14 High Street 35 and began using his full name, Alexander
Howard Johnson, in directories. Another entrepreneurial initiative had been undertaken by the time
Cullen's East Grinstead directory appeared in 1928, a branch at Forest Row of which I have found no
other record.
Alex. Johnson was at least as great a local patriot as George Bailye, subscribing to three
copies of W.H. Hills's History in 1906.36 Directories show that he named his house at 26 West Hill
Greenstede, became an Urban District councillor in 1910, serving as chairman 1916-17, was a Justice
of the Peace by 1923, and in that decade also president of the allotment holders' association. In 1939
he gave the museum in the church tower a turnpike ticket dated 1762, 'found in the cement of the
sandstone wall at the corner of West Street' and now in our museum. 37 In his presidential address at
the master-tailors' convention in Leeds he boasted that that city was nothing at all when East
Grinstead was a borough with its own M.P.s. 38 By 1912 he had a waxed moustache .39
A slight change in wording in the company's advertisements in the 1950 and 1951 trade show
programmes, from 'A. Johnson' to 'A. Johnson (CH. Johnson)', indicates that by then Alexander's
son Cecil Johnson had taken over. Alexander was still residing in his Greenstede House when the
1953 street directory was compiled, while Cecil lived at Kinsgmere Cottage in Cranston Road, where
he was still to be found in the 1962 edition. On 25 December 1968 he retired, after 50 years in the
trade, retaining a large collection of buttons from the days when the firm used to make servants'
liveries. He had once played hockey and cricket in the town.' ° In 1976 he gave our Society, to sell in
aid of our funds, over 200 booklets of local views dating from the 1880s 41 which had been stored in
the attic of the shop and are still on sale today in the Town Museum.
The business was taken over by Cecil Johnson's friend of many years, Henry Ellis, the third
generation to run his family firm, Messrs J. & H. Elllis of 16 Bedford Street, London WC2, founded
in 1876. Ellis's did a great deal of work for Madame Tussaud's, including providing suits for the
entire Labour cabinet. The Johnson name was retained, as were the staff, who included Ernest
Wogan, with the firm for 29 years, John F. Wood, the hosiery manager, 14 years, and Miss Ann
Streeter. Made-to-measure suits were still made, for which Ellis's head cutter, John Bradley, came
down specially from London. 42
The final take-over came in 1973 when Mr Peter Dolphin acquired the business and, with his
wife Ann, ran it under his name. In the next decade he re-introduced ladieswear, which was so
successful that after five years it became the sole stock in trade, with the name changed to Ann
Dolphin in recognition. Earlier this year they retired and the business came to an end. 43 The large
specially-commissioned photographic backdrop to the bridalwear window was given to the parish
church, which it depicted, and three large historic photographs were given to the Town Museum.
REFERENCES: Bulletin = the Bulletin of the E.G. Society; E.G. = East Grinstead; E.G.O. = E.G. Observer; Hills =
W.H. Hills, History ofE.G. (1906); Native = 'Memories of E. G. by a Native' [A. S. Bridgiand], E.G.O., 1941-42;
WSRO = West Sussex Record Office
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Observer, 2 April 2009

WHY STUDY HISTORY?

Mike Hollihs

In the last issue of the Bulletin four students set out their arguments for and against
celebrating the 150th anniversary of their schools' foundation. To celebrate the 150th anniversary of
a school is to celebrate 150 years of its history. To recognise 150 years of its history raises the
question of whether that history is worth studying. Do students need to know that a National School
was founded in East Grinstead in 1859 and that subsequent events gave rise to today's
comprehensives Sackville and Imberhorne, and primaries the Meads and Blackwell? It leads on to
the wider question of why study history at all. Why should anyone study what happened so many
years ago? As Rudge, a student in Alan Bennett's play The History Boys, says, 'How do I define
history? It's just one ... thing after another.' This essay sets out to demonstrate that these things he
refers to are indeed necessary and worthy of study, and examines some the benefits and limitations of
the study of history. It does not address the practical question of how it should be studied and only
obliquely touches on that interesting question of what is history (even history itself has a history).
One student touched on the question of why study history when he said that he is part of the
school's history, as is every other student, teacher and parent. It is history that helps to define who all
these people in East Grinstead are, the values they hold, how the locality and society they live in
came to be, how their nation developed and the place of that nation in the world. In short it is their
very identity. History is their and our collective memory and common experience which help
everyone to understand current events and the difficult and challenging world we live in. Recent
historical knowledge obviously informs our understanding of current events but so does what
happened hundreds or even thousands of years ago. To give a local example, the recent history of
Afghanistan helps to explain the background to the arrest of Islamic terrorists in Crawley in 2007 and
the influence of al-Qaeda on them. But this continuing threat is only really understandable in terms
of the 19th-century Anglo-Afghan wars and the centuries-old clash between East and West,
Christianity and Islam. History informs debate whatever the time scale, and ignorance of that history
deprives us of a guide for understanding our relations with other groups in society, with other nations
and other religions.
It is only through history that we fully understand the nature of events and the factors which
cause them. The generally accepted view is that historians explain causality, how and why things
change in politics, societies and cultures and despite this change try to account for how some aspects
endure. But history itself is not something fixed forever. Historians are selective and reinterpret the
past. They ask new questions, look for new sources and find new meaning in existing ones, bringing
a new perspective to bear on understanding the past. It is this intellectual rigour that justifies the
subject's place in a crowded school curriculum. However, since history has become optional post
Key Stage 3 (11-14 year olds), it is a cause for concern that fewer than one in three 16-year olds are
sitting GCSE history. It is therefore perhaps not surprising that a poll in 2004 found that one-third of
people aged 16 to 34 did not know that William the Conqueror won the Battle of Hastings and that
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fewer than one half knew that Sir Francis Drake defeated the Spanish Armada. One could speculate
how many people who merrily sing the famous carol Good King Wenceslas in East Grinstead's
churches at Christmas could say where it was written (though perhaps more now given the museum's
current temporary exhibition).
History needs to be made more relevant for students by showing them how values have
developed over time and how their local community has changed. This sense of their past will enable
them as adults to play a part in improving the institutions of our society and to preserve, criticise and
adapt its values. Studying 150 years of the history of education in East Grinstead might help pupils
to form views on why we have and need universal education (it was not always the case, certainly not
in 1859), on how the curriculum has and should be developed (numeracy and literacy endure with the
latest innovation being vocational courses worth the equivalent of 4 GCSEs) and why they will soon
have to stay in education until they are 18 (not too long ago many were required to leave school at
age 15 or 16 in order to contribute to the family income). This continuity in providing education for
150 years and the changes over the period which can only be considered improvements are certainly
worth studying and celebrating.
The history of Sackville School is just one type of history, which is local history, represented
so well by East Grinstead Museum. There are many more. What has been taught in schools for
many years has been our national history, or aspects of it, with some European and world history. A
common criticism of the present curriculum is that it is too narrow, with students concentrating on the
Tudors, the First World War and Nazi Germany, so that they emerge from school with no
understanding of the narrative history of their country. There has been a trend towards new kinds of
social and quantitative history, the history of women and children, of ethnicity and race, of culture
and custom and of immigrant and minority groups. Though such topics may correct biases and
provide historical skills through study in depth they can detract from the understanding of the
national narrative which many consider the main justification for studying history at this level. There
is a continuing tension in teaching history in schools between covering the facts and developing
historical skills. In 1990 the then Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher, issued a plea for 'facts' rather
than 'skills and understanding' as if you could not teach or learn both. But the teaching of history
which leaves out the basic elements of our national past such as the rise and fall of Rome, the
emergence of the Catholic Church, the Renaissance, the Reformation, the Civil War, the Glorious
Revolution, the Reform Act of 1832 (by which the 'rotten borough' of East Grinstead lost its seats)
and the changes brought about by the Industrial Revolution is not conducive to a well developed
understanding of our past.
Within this overriding principle, the study of history in schools can help with the teaching of
citizenship, since 2002 a significant part of the national curriculum intended to help young people
understand the rights and responsibilities they have as members of society. Inter alia citizenship
education should cover human rights, diversity (national, regional, religious, ethnic), voting and
democracy, parliamentary and other forms of government and how to bring about social change, all
subjects already alluded to. How better to illustrate them by giving examples from history. Studying
the Holocaust and the slave trade hones a moral sense based on real circumstances and not fiction and
allows judgement to be made. Peter Wentworth's oration on freedom of speech in the House of
Commons in 1576 landed him in the Tower on the orders of Elizabeth 1. Thomas More's address on
the rights of kings cost him his life on the orders of Henry VIIT. At a time when many civil liberties
are under threat it makes today's Parliamentary shenanigans look paltry by comparison. Locally you
need look no further than St Swithun's churchyard with its memorial to the three martyrs burnt in the
High Street for their beliefs to illustrate how people have faced difficult choices and situations with
great courage. The danger with all of this is that, instead of being a distinct subject, history will
become subsumed in the teaching of citizenship merely as a way of illustrating topics.
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However it is studied, history can help students to develop skills such as the ability to
research, assess evidence and evaluate conflicting interpretations and synthesize, though this can be
claimed for many subjects in the humanities. From a utilitarian viewpoint the benefits of studying
history can certainly be seen as less tangible and more difficult to define than for other more
vocational type subjects despite the claims of some university history departments. There are jobs for
the historian - consider our schools and our own museum - and history can help in providing business
people, professionals and political leaders. The writer himself is a history graduate but one who
spent his working career in private banking. However, history does not directly produce accountants,
engineers, bankers and doctors and there is no denying that in present difficult economic
circumstances there is concern about the relevance of history in the employment field.
Some other claims are made for the study of history. It is commonplace to say that history
repeats itself, as Marx said '.... first as tragedy, second as farce'. The philosopher George Santayana
claimed 'Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it'. The contention here
seems to be that if we study the history of a topic it will help to avoid the mistakes of the past.
Continuing with the example of Afghanistan, a quick internet search provided an article in the Daily
Telegraph on July 11 2009 by Rory Stewart headed 'History should warn us that Obama's dream of
building a nation in Afghanistan is flawed' which echoes this view. Santayana's view makes a nice
aphorism but not a tenable one. It has been acknowledged that an understanding of the past is
fundamental to an understanding of the present, and though this understanding can be essential and
informative the application of the lessons of history cannot be transferred from one age to another as
events and circumstances are never twice the same.
Professional historians can be too strident in their claim that the study of history is vital to
understanding the world we live in. Too often they overlook the enjoyment of studying history, the
pleasure of discovery, and the intellectual challenge. This is why history as a leisure pursuit is so
popular - just look in the history sections of local bookshops, the number of television history
programmes such as Who do you think you are? and the growth of the heritage industry. This year's
Booker Prize was won by a novel about the Tudor statesman Cromwell, who could teach Peter
Mandelson a few things about the dark art of politics. History is more than a hotchpotch of dates,
facts, kings and queens. It tells the best stories through straight narratives, biographies and military
sagas. There are innumerable heroes and villains. The Historical Association is currently running a
competition for students entitled 'Why does your local hero matter?'. Whom would you nominate?
Perhaps, given the latest developments at the museum, Sir Archibald Mclndoe, because his story
expands our knowledge of human capacity for both good and evil. For the enquiring mind local
history can lead down particular paths in understanding the evolution of the town we live in. Taking
a refreshing drink outside the back of the Dorset Arms one can speculate on why the garden is so long
and uniform with the neighbouring one. Taking coffee on the new terrace at CJ's one can ponder
why there is a narrow alleyway called a twitten between the backs of the shops and the churchyard.
It is time to declare an interest besides the love of history. In addition to being the museum's
acting Chairman of Trustees the writer is the Chair of Governors at Sackville School. One student
points out that at Sackville we enjoy celebrating achievements and goes on to ask why celebrate the
past when there is so much to celebrate in the present. There is certainly much to celebrate, and
many achievements go under-recognised in the wider community, but these achievements are based
on what has gone before: to paraphrase the words of Sir Isaac Newton, the only reason the students
can achieve and see further is because they are standing on the shoulders of giants from the past. Try
as we might, we cannot ignore that past.
If any reader, especially from one of the four schools, wants to counter these views or develop the
discussion further, the editor will consider such contributions favourably.
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THE GIRLS' NATIONAL SCHOOL

M.J. Leppard

In divers ways, in differing degrees and at various times this year's 150th anniversary of the
National School founded in East Grinstead in 1859 is being celebrated by the four schools which
developed from it, by the Town Museum and its journal East Grinstead Museum Compass, and by
our Bulletins. It was not, however, the first school in the parish associated with the National Society:
Lord Colchester applied to it for formal membership of his charity school at Forest Row in 1812, the
former Free Grammar School for boys in East Grinstead effected a union with the Society in 1816,
and in 1828 a Girls' National School was founded in the town. It is this last that is dealt with here,
the only one of those four of which no account has hitherto been published. What follows is not a
definitive history, however; I have not consulted the archives of the National Society, nor searched
every other possible source, merely brought together what I have found locally over the years. I think
it preferable to do that, while I may, leaving to others the more straightforward task of working
through the central records.
The National Society for the Education of the Poor in the Principles of the Established Church
was founded in 1811, a pioneer in providing elementary education and teacher training before there
was any state system or state funding. It was a charity, reliant on donations, whose schools were
part-financed by subventions from central funds but sustained by their own local subscribers, who in
effect formed their governing body.
An application to build a girls' school here was made to the Society in 1827' and it was
founded the next year', but I have found no evidence that a building was constructed for it. It is
possibly the day school run, according to Pigot's directories, by Miss Avery in 1832 and either Mary
Elliott or Mrs Lynn in 1839. Almost certainly Elizabeth Cotton, a 50-year old schoolmistress living
with her three children and a lodger at the Rocks in the 1841 census, taught the Girls' National
School. In the tithe award compiled in the same year 'Hips Field and cottage now a school' (parcel
2461) is in the north-eastern angle of the turn from College Lane into Old Road, the area long known
as the Rocks. Earl De La Waif is given as the owner of the property and John Payne as the tenant,
but there is no reason that the Society or its local supporters should not have rented the former
cottage directly from the Earl or indirectly from Payne. (Negatively, and therefore susceptibly to
disproof, no other person or property is recorded in either document with a stronger claim to these
identifications.)
Thomas Cramp recorded in his diary' on Wednesday 29 July 1846 'National School girls
drank tea in Mrs Cranston's Lawn', i.e. at East Court, the home of Harriett Cranston, a widow of
independent means then aged about 71. In view of the Cranstons' continuing involvement with the
girls' school and the subsequent mixed one, we may reasonably conclude that she, or some other
member of her family, was the chief subscriber and thus the de facto equivalent of chairman of the
managers and chief inspector.
Inevitably, for a 19th century institution, that tranquil picture was soon disturbed by
involuntary entanglement in the local outworkings of national controversies spiced by clashing
personalities. The appointment, in May 1846, of the Rev. John Mason Neale as Warden of Sackville
College, soon added more fuel to the existing animosity between the vicar, the Rev. Christopher
Nevill, who shared Neale's high church 'Puseyite' views and practices, and such leading parishioners
as Mr Arthur Hastie of Placeland and Mr Robert Crawfurd of Saint Hill. That fresh combustion
sheds temporary light on how the girls' school was being conducted.
Early in May 1847, after visiting the College chapel to check the evidence for reported popish
practices, the bishop of Chichester, Ashurst Turner Gilbert, inhibited Neale from exercising clerical
functions in his diocese, as all East Grinstead was soon aware. On 20 July Neale wrote to a friend
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'We have got into a battle with the managers of the soi-disant national school here, who would not
receive my wife's subscription because she is a Puseyite'. 5 At about the same date Hastie and
Crawfiird wrote to the bishop accusing Neale of defying the inhibition by catechising in the Girls'
National School. Their letter seems not to have survived but it is testified to in a flurry of subsequent
correspondence, now among the bishop's papers in the West Sussex Record Office6 in which the
controversy is played out for all it is worth. Those relevant parts of those letters can be summarised
as follows.
,

23 July: Bishop to Neale, without naming his informants, desiring his abstention from such activity

and assuring him that the consequent proceedings against him will give him the opportunity to state
his case, and to Earl De La Wan, patron of the College, putting him in the picture.
24 July: to Nevill, warning him to withhold opportunities for violating the ban on interfering with the
school.
Sunday 25: Neale to the bishop, about 'Mr C. and Mr Arthur Hastie's false impression', though he
does not know the particulars (but has evidently learnt the informants' names). He has scrupulously
obeyed the inhibition and will do so. Nevill to the bishop, he doesn't feel that as the incumbent he
has any power to restrain anyone who wants to catechise in the National School.
26 July: Neale visits the bishop, who has not received his letter. In his memorandum of the interview

Bishop Gilbert records Neale's apology for 'interfering' with the school, which he said he did not
consider to contradict the inhibition because he acted merely as a member of the National Society.
Gilbert also sends a brief account to Robert Crawfurd. Neale sends a fuller account to Mrs Paterson
(Mrs Cranston's daughter Cordelia, aged about 43, living at East Court Cottage (today's Estcots) and
the widow of a former curate of East Grinstead 7)telling her he has agreed to give up teaching if the
bishop requests it, adding 'My wife will therefore supply my place'. He also points out that Hastie
and Crawfurd are not subscribers to the Society.
27 July: Bishop to Nevill, as to Crawfurd. Mrs Paterson, from East Court, to bishop enclosing a copy

of the note from Neale. She will try anything before resigning the superintendence of the school.
28 July: Bishop to Earl De La Wan about the whole case against Neale and the danger of his

interference breaking up the school.
29 July: Bishop to Mrs Paterson about the interview and her letter. He is sorry to hear that Nevill
encourages Neale's intrusion. Regulations can be made by the subscribers to exclude people except
the parochial clergyman from catechising, despite Neale' s belonging to the National Society. It says
the final appeal in a quarrel between a clergyman and a school is to be to the bishop. So they could
complain to him, if in a majority. A single member could complain if objectionable books were
introduced. Bishop to Nevill, holding him responsible, if Mrs Neale interferes, 'for thwarting your
Diocesan in his endeavours to prevent them'. Bishop to Neale, he finds Mrs Neale is 'to supply your
place', for which he has information and evidence.
31 July: Mrs Neale to bishop, answering his to Neale. She has never in any way (as alleged)
'interfered with the instruction of the girls in the National School' but has seen needlework,
administered discipline and pointed out improprieties to the teacher. In future she won't go there
without impartial witnesses.
2 August: Bishop to Mrs Neale acknowledging receipt of her letter.
5 August: Mrs Paterson to Neale, as directed by the subscribers at yesterday's meeting after Nevill
had left the schoolroom, forwarding a copy of their resolution that Mr and Mrs Neale be not
subscribers and be not allowed in the schoolroom. Neale's acknowledgement to her.
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- August: Neale to bishop about Mrs Paterson's sending copy of resolution to bishop and enclosing
copy of his reply.
Subsequent correspondence contains nothing more about the school in relation to the Neales.
A report was printed and published on 24 September, but I did not have time to make any notes from
it when studying the letters used here. It seems, though, that the school did break up as feared, for in
a letter to the bishop dated 6 October 1848 the Rev. John Netherton Harward, a decided Protestant
who had been instituted as vicar of East Grinstead on 6 June, states that in restarting the Girls'
National School he had come upon the bishop's letter to Mrs Paterson. In consequence he called on
the Neales, 'full of civility', to say he wished to have nothing to do with them. 8 The controversy they
had provoked, almost certainly unintentionally but perhaps inadvisedly, might have been sufficient
reason for the collapse of the school but other factors could have been the deaths of Mrs Paterson on
13 November and Nevill on 15 December 1847. A reference to 'the schoolmistress' in February
1848 presumably refers to the Girls' National School; unfortunately I could not make out the name
properly, noting it as 'LA.n', but perhaps it should have been read as 'Cotton', the post-holder in
1841.
When the 1851 census was taken Jane Jones was recorded as National School Mistress, 31
years old, unmarried and living with her aunt Susannah Mailter, an unmarried former furrier aged 65,
both born in the City of London. With Mary Knight, a 69-year old widow, and her 40-year old
unmarried dressmaker daughter Harriett they shared one half of Rock Cottages in London Road.
(The other half was inhabited by the tailor Charles Bailye and his family, of whom more on another
page.) Where the school was is not recorded, and what became of it after that I do not know. The
fact that as many as 30 boys and girls 'hiked' daily to the National Schools at Forest Row once they
had re-opened in their new buildings in 1852 10 suggests that our Girls' National School was either
deemed inferior by many parents or already defunct. It is highly unlikely it was still in being when
the mixed National Schools in the town began to be planned in 1859.
REFERENCES (E.G. = East Grinstead): 'E. Shepherd and M. Seabrook
Chequer Mead 1859-1990 (N.D.), p.v 2 Lewis's Topographical dIctionary
seen many years ago by the kindness of the late Mr Cecil Cramp
(1842) s.v. E.G.
of Horsham and believed to be now in Horsham Museum 4from information in
censuses 5 M.S. Lawson (ed.), Letters o[John Mason Neale (1910), p.103
6
as note 6 9 MS book of evidence for
Ep.1/4817 bundles 1 & 2 "as note 4
trial of J.M. Neale ' 0 Jury Cramp, reminiscence in letter in E.G. Observer, June
1932
...

ABOVE: J.M. Neale in his study at Sackville College, as drawn by the unidentified artist of a picturestrip series, 'The story of the English church', in the nationally syndicated parish magazine inset The
Sign in the mid-1950s. Neale is recognisably drawn from a photograph and the depiction of the
study suggests the artist has visited it, though he has not realised that, like many Victorian authors,
Neale actually stood at his desk to write. Attempts to obtain a copy that would reproduce better
and to identify the artist and the position regarding copyright have been unsuccessful.

EDITOR'S NOTE: If anyone cares to investigate the National Society's archives and/or the 1847
report for further information on the Girls' National School, the findings will be welcomed for a
supplementary article in a future Bulletin. Assistance can be given with writing-up if necessary.
'The Bulletin is a model of clarity'
- Sussex Archaeological Society Newsletter, March

1975.

UP
REGINALD TITlE, REHABILITATED

M.J. Leppard

This article draws on newspaper features on Shot at Dawn by Julian Sykes and Julian
Putkowski (1989) in the Brighton Evening Argus, 16 Oct. 1989, and East Grinstead News in Focus,
29-30 March 1990, detailed notes by Mrs Fred Price on most of the men named on our High Street
war memorial in the East Grinstead Courier, 7 Nov. 2002, notes by the late Len Griffith from the East
Grinstead Observer 31 March and 14 April 1917, parish magazines and Dixon's East Grinstead
directories. I have indicated discrepancies that I am unable to resolve between Price's information
on J.H. Tite and that derived from Sykes and Putkowski.

In September this year, without ceremony, the name 'R. Tite' was added to our High Street
war memorial. The story behind that addition follows, in its family and local context.
Charles Edward Tite married Caroline Theobald in East Grinstead parish church on 26 July
1880. A son, William Ernest Theobald Tite, was baptised on 27 June 1886 and buried, aged 13
months, on 16 June 1887. A daughter, Annie Elizabeth May Tite, was baptised on 16 February 1890
and buried, aged 2, on 23 January 1891. There is no record here of the baptisms of their two sons
who survived into adulthood, Joseph Harry and Reginald. Caroline Tite was buried on 29 April 1893,
aged 33, shortly before Reginald's fourth birthday.
At first sight it looks, from the dates and ages, as if the parents saw no need for baptism until a
child seemed at risk of dying. Since Reginald was 4 in 1893 and 27 in 1917, his birth must have been
in 1889, during the family's time here. According to the contemporary Observer Joseph was 35 in
1917 and therefore born in 1881 or 82 at a proper interval after his parents' marriage, but Price, who
says he was born in Willesden, gives his age in 1917 as 37, which puts his birth before the marriage.
If she is right, then either the parents were consorting in Willesden before settling and marrying here
or Caroline was temporarily sent there when her pregnancy was discovered.
Joseph married and by 1910 was living in Church Lane. He is still listed there in the directory
for 1912 but not mentioned anywhere in those for 1913-16 (the last issued). In 1917 the Observer
gave Church Lane as his widow's address, but Price, who gives her name as Martha, locates her at 21
College Lane. With her were her two young sons, also named Joseph and Reginald.
Early in the First World War the senior Joseph and Reginald enlisted with the 'Sussex Pals'
according to Barnes and Putkowski, a new battalion in the Royal Sussex Regiment, as did their
cousins Reginald and Ernest (apparently not East Grinstead men). The cousins were killed in
September 1917 and April 1918 respectively. Joseph, now a private in the 15th battalion Queen's
(Royal West Surrey) Regiment, died of injuries sustained in an air-raid on Salonika in February 1917
while serving in a Labour battalion. He was buried there in the Lembet Road military cemetery.
His brother Reginald was already dead. On 21 October 1916, after 16 days in a front-line
trench during the Battle of the Somme, he refused to leave it to attack a German position. He was
charged with 'misbehaviour before the enemy', found guilty of 'failing in his soldierly duties', and
executed by firing squad on 25 November.
Joseph's fate was reported in the Observer but there was nothing about Reginald; silence was
the official policy on 'cowards'. When the war memorial was put up in 1922, therefore, only
Joseph's name appeared, though Reginald's was included on the Odd Fellows' Roll of Honour board
(now in the Town Museum). Eventually, however, Sykes and Putkowski's ten years' research for
their book inspired them to campaign for a free pardon for all the 300-plus soldiers on the Western
Front who had suffered the same fate as Reginald Tite. Their ultimate success cleared the way for
him to be recognised alongside his fellow townsmen who served their country in the First World War
and in so doing lost their lives.

