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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY
The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East Grinstead and its environs.
The town has a long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for the time being to the hands of
our generation. It should be our concern that such contributions as we in turn make are worthy of the past and
a fitting bequest to the future.
The Society arranges regular talks, discussions, walks and visits. It produces a Bulletin of articles of local
interest and a Newsletter thrice yearly. Its 1969 report on the High Street conservation area was well received
as a basis for future policy. It is very active in monitoring all planning applications and making
representations to the authorities on planning issues and has undertaken initiatives to promote citizenship
education in local schools. It has held six exhibitions, planted trees, restored the churchyard railings and
martyrs' memorial, and financed tree-ring dating of some buildings in the High Street. It has also produced
surveys of trees, seats and playground equipment, provided a plaque by the mass grave of victims of enemy
action in Mount Noddy cemetery (now superseded) and historical guide-maps in the High Street, and
presented seats in memory of leading former members to Sackville College and the High Street. It has
published a book of reminiscences, three sets of postcards reproducing old photographs, three town trails (one
of them also in French) and a leaflet on the local martyrs. With the Town Council it established the now
independent Town Museum.
The Society is registered as a charity (no.257870) and is a member of the Federation of Sussex Amenity
Societies. A copy of its constitution is available on request.
The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to represent public opinion; the larger
the membership the greater the influence. The subscription is £10 p.a., renewable on 1 January every year
(except by those joining on or after 1 October). By signing a Gift Aid form standard-rate income tax payers
can increase its value by 28% at no cost to themselves. Persons wishing only to receive the Bulletin can do
so at a special rate of 15 per calendar year, payable in advance to the Editor (address on cover).
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY

No. 96 (Winter 2008-09)

EDITORIAL
Yet again, the contents of this issue of the Bulletin may be seen as the work of one man, especially if
the direct and indirect input from others acknowledged in his sources is disregarded. He would
rather it were not so, but, undeterred, he has continued to explore new topics as well as to develop
earlier ones. Opening up for investigation aspects of our history that have not been tackled before
can only be to the good, however limited the results, steadily enlarging the field in which others can
labour to fuller and better effect. They will be welcomed in now as much as in time to come.
COVER PICTURE: One of the drawings of Sackville College by Sydney Tugwell which, having
won him the Architectural Union Company's first prize, were reproduced in The Building News, 8
It is reprinted here to celebrate Sackville College's four-hundredth anniversary this
March 1889.
This drawing and one of the
year, which is also marked by a special article on pp.8-1 1 below.
others is also reproduced in Sackville College by the twenty-second Warden (1913) together with his
ground plan of the College and his qualification, A.R.I.B.A. Whether he was of a local family or
trained or practised here has not been discovered but would be worth knowing.
TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO: Our main concern in Newsletter 25 (March 1984) was exploration
for oil then underway in our area with more in prospect. Also in prospect was a new multi-purpose
hail at East Court, adjoining the listed building but threatening a tulip tree, and more office buildings
feared to be proliferating too rapidly. Looking back we can be pleased that we did not get any oilrigs, that we did get the Meridian Hall, and that the office-blocks are being converted to residential
use. The January meeting was a talk on our newly-published second town trail by its author, Mr
P.D. Wood. In February Dr Richard Coates spoke on local place-names to a large audience. Sir
Geoffrey Johnson Smith was to be offered honorary membership in recognition of his work as our
President, 1974-83, and Member of Parliament, 1965-83.
Bulletin 36 (Spring 1984) marked the
opening in January of the new public library with an article on libraries in East Grinstead from 1804
onwards by Mr R.H. Adderley, in charge of its predecessor, and Mr M.J. Leppard. The centenary
of our surviving railway line was marked by an article by Mr David Gould, whose new book on the
Three Bridges - Tunbridge Wells line was reviewed on another page together with Branch lines to
East Grinstead by V. Mitchell and K. Smith. The new town trail was reviewed by Miss R.M.
Willatts.
AS OTHERS SAW US (36): 'There are two East Grinsteads: the incomparable High St, with
perhaps the most remarkable range of medieval houses in Britain, and the depressing sprawl of the
post-19th century town originally brought into being by the railway.
The East Grinstead Society
has produced an excellent town trail for each of the areas.
On sale for a modest price, they will
much enhance a visit - and it says much for the skill of the compilers that they have even found
something interesting to say about the second area. ... Town Trail no.2 is indispensable, because it
takes an informed eye to spot the points of interest.' - David Arscott and others, West Sussex (Philip's
county guide, 1993, pp. 59-61) AS WE SAW OURSELVES (26): 'To the reviewer [of the first edition of the current town guide],
whose childhood was enlivened by the monthly journey jogging along dusty country roads to the
quiet and pleasant little country town by pony and trap, the changes that have taken place since the
beginning of the century are accumulatively great, yet it is remarkable how much of the age-old
charm of the place survives and I, for one, look forward eagerly to the promised pedestrian precinct in
the High Street and to other improvements in the town's amenities that will enhance our enjoyment of
it.' - Dr P.H. Sandall [c. 1902-94], East Grinstead Society Bulletin 7 (September 1971), p.16
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LAND USE IN MEDIAEVAL EAST GRINSTEAD: PART II

M.J. Leppard

My article on this subject in Bulletin 95 concentrated on information that could be quantified,
from a variety of sources covering various areas within the parish, and drew provisional conclusions,
without intending to imply that any of the statistics represented the position in the parish as a whole,
though they could indicate trends and give a fairly consistent picture. What follows explores a
wider range of aspects of land use and agricultural practice in our ancient parish up to the year 1500.
The surviving evidence is so patchy that it can give little more than glimpses of small areas at varied
dates, with some indication of changes over time, but we can thereby be saved from reading back
from later times or generalising about East Grinstead from other places.
The oldest place-names, definitely or arguably of pre-Conquest origin, nearly all derive from
natural features at the earliest settled sites, for example Standen, the stony valley. Brambletye and
Grinstead, whose final elements are words for cleared spaces, show settlement getting under way,
while Hazelden and Hackenden, whose final element denn means woodland swine-pastures, show the
primary use to which those two places were put. This does not mean that the name-givers had
opened up trackless wilderness and dense forest - the area was already inhabited and used and would
have had pre-Saxon names - but after the Norman Conquest the process of clearance and exploitation
clearly gained new momentum. Thus when given to Lewes Priory in c. 1120 Vluehola [Wolfhole in
Horsted Keynes] and la Hamoda [Homewood in East Grinstead, near Standen] 'until recent times
were woodland'.' Ashdown Forest was steadily nibbled into with small clearances called innomes
(intakes) such as Prioresynnome (a name first recorded in 1337), Lez Innomes (1492) and
Senclersenhoms (1493) at Forest Row. 2
Lewes Priory also received land of another kind, open areas suitable for grazing but otherwise
(it seems) undeveloped, the word for which was feld.
In c. 1150 it gained la Felde, whose name is
connected with Feibridge and Domesday Book's Felesmere and which I have argued was part of a
once much larger 'Great Feld' that spanned the county boundary. 3 Gradually fields in our sense
were enclosed within it, for example 'a field (campum) of the land of la Feldlond ... as it is enclosed
with hedges and ditches' in 1275.
Hedges and ditches are similarly specified in c. 1260, 1292 ('a
piece of Coleslond'), 1302 ('a piece of ... Imberhornelond') and 1316 (at Berglegh near Ashurst
Wood). 4 From the wording I infer that these enclosed fields, some of which I have identified, may
have been newly created when granted. Although hedges and ditches are not mentioned, I think a
similar enclosure is implied in the wording of a grant of twelve acres 'in a field (campo) which is
called Stanfeld' in 1247.
This seems to be a mini-feld, and so does Wederesfeld in 1170, both as
yet unlocated

Lond in Feidlond, Imberhornelond and Coleslond might indicate arable; Mr P.D. Wood saw
these grants as the enclosure of great fields during the change from the predominantly arable farming
of Domesday Book to the stock-rearing husbandry of late-mediaeval and later times. 6
I wonder,
however, if it might rather be creating out of open grazing an area for growing grain.
Good
drainage is more important for plants than for animals, and hedges and ditches are needed more to
protect crops from trampling than to keep livestock from escaping, especially considering that it had
long been customary to keep cattle and other beasts on open land such as commons.
Commons, probably the remnants of felds, continued to exist unenclosed, for they had an
important role long after the Middle Ages, especially for those, often without land of their own,
whose manorial tenure gave rights on them. Richard de Brockhurst's common is mentioned in
1292, 'le Dene which is common of Grinstead' in 1302, and 'a common pasture called Esherst'
[Ashurst Wood] in 1317.
(Although it must have been in existence earlier, no documentary
reference to the common or heath 'appendant' to the borough has been found earlier than 1523.)
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Comparable to the commons are the 'open land' (planis) specified at Stone in 1273 9 and the
65 acres of waste at Brambletye and 48 at Lavertye in 1285, both valued at 2d. an acre and serving
for grazing. 10 There was also woodland grazing for pigs (pannage), first testified to here in the
denn—names and the hogs enumerated in Domesday Book (the number of which I miscalculated in
my previous article; there were 245, not 84 as stated).
Some pasture for cattle must have existed from the start, for arable farming required working
oxen and it would have been hard to live without dairy-produce, leather and other by-products, but,
as shown in the previous article, it was for long a minor aspect of local farming, no more than enough
for subsistence, but one that grew in prominence and predominated in the 16th century. In 1327 the
pasture in the park at Brambletye was worth nothing on account of the shade of the trees. 11 In
addition to the references to pasture, notice may be taken of the butchers named in the tithing of
Brambletye in 1285 (one) and 1287 (two) - primarily graziers rather than fleshmongers - and the
tanner in the tithing of Imberhorne in 1287.12 The bequest to a chantry here in 1357 by Thomas
Leggy, a skinner of London, 13 presumably a wholesale merchant, may indicate a related business
here but may just reflect his local ancestry and perhaps property-holding; the surname is found in
several local records from c. 1260 to 1332.
Oxen for ploughing and carting are so taken for granted that they escape specific mention,
apart from wealthy John Nelond's bequest to the vicar of East Grinstead in 1437 of 'the best ox in
my plough-team' as his funeral due. 14
Distinct from copyhoiders' manorial duties such as
ploughing (dealt with below), grants of arable land could be subject to particular obligations. Thus
in 1273 Lewes Priory's lease of Stone to Ralph Bruneman in 1273 required him to marl at his own
cost all the land there not already mailed within five years of the start of the agreement. 15 The
value of marl, calcareous clay dug out of pits for use as a fertiliser, is seen at Brambletye in 1366
when marled arable land was worth lOd. an acre but unmarled only 3d.' 6
Having dealt with meadowland at length in Bulletin 93, with addenda in Bulletin 95, I will
merely add here the only one of the few field-names indicating land-use recorded before 1500 that
testifies to it: Wardelysmede, a toft and meadow in the Gullege area in 1478.'
The nearest we have to an overview of land-use in the parish is the Inquest of Ninths in 1341,
a tax-raising exercise designed to produce the same sum as the tithes by requiring one-ninth of the
remaining value after they had been paid. The jurors reported that the ninth of the sheaves in the
current year was worth £26.9s.8d., fleeces 3s.4d., lambs 12d., hay 30s., pasture, herbage and pannage
40s., suckling calves, capons, piglets and geese 60s., mills 26s.8d., flax and hemp 13s.4d. and
pigeons 3s.4d.
They added that everyone in the parish lived by agriculture except those in the
borough who lived by trade (and were therefore to be taxed at a fifteenth). 18
Even so, a separate
return for the borough showed that five of the fourteen people listed there had sheaves worth 60s.6d.
(presumably already included in the parish total)' 9, an indication that they farmed land outside the
borough boundary. The proportions by value of what were regarded as the key items are striking:
corn 99%, sheep and wool 1%.
The return also confirms minor crops (flax and hemp) and
livestock (chicken, geese and pigeons), that we would expect to have been farmed.
Goats are not
mentioned in the return but they are testified to in the place-name Gotewyk [Gotwick], 'goats'-farm',
first recorded in 1279,20 indicating its specialised function and/or rent in kind.
In Bulletin 95 I relied on the data from the inquests on Lavertye and Brambletye that Mr
Wood gave in his article tracing the Domesday Book holdings in Bulletin 58, but recourse to the
transcripts of the original documents that he used shows that they give snapshots of the workings of
two major local estates worth summarising in greater detail (and correcting any errors in what was
written earlier, which may involve some adjustment to my percentages in my previous article).

In 128521 Lavertye had
herbage
71 acres [amble] land
48 acres worse land
10 acres meadow
foreign pasture

and Brambletye had

worth Is. Od. a year
3d. an acre
2d. an acre
1s.6d. an acre
ls.Od.

2s.Od.ayear
pannage
The three customary tenants ought
9d. a year
to plough once a year

worth 5s.0d. a year
herbage and curtilege
4d. an acre
66 acres [amble] land
2d. an acre
65 acres waste land
ls.6d. an acre
10 acres meadow
6s.8d.
foreign pasture
13s.4d.
watennill with fishery
pannage
5s.0d.a year
Two customary tenants mowing
ls.Od.
the meadow

In 132722 Brambletye had
• dovecote
• watennill
100 acres arable
20 acres meadow
pasture in park

worth 3s.4d. a year
'a certain custom called average'
20s.0d. a year
[carrying]
3d. an acre
harrowing at sowing in Lent
ls.Od. an acre
mowing meadows
Os.Od. [sic]
In 13 66 23 Brambletye had

with gardens 6 acres land
4 acres amble land at lOd.
land not marled at 3d. an acre
24 acres mowable meadow at 15d.
pasture in park

- -

35s.0d. a year*
7s.3d, a year
30s.0d. a year
20s.0d. a year

6s.9d. a year
2s.0d. a year
2d. a year

20s.0d. a year
15 acres wood fit to be cut down
3s.9d. a year
16 acres pasture
25s.0d.
a year
A watermill
mill quit of pannage and pasture (?)ls.Od. a year
rent and services of 2 native tenants 23s.0d. a year

* I cannot make sense of this, but the document is defective, hence no sum shown against the first item.
'Mowable meadow' presumably implies that there was other meadow in no state to be mown in that year.
In 142424 Lavertye had
100 acres park
12 acres pasture
This document also is defective.

and Brambletye had
2d. an acre
--

30 acres arable
20 acres pasture
23 acres meadow
watermill in ruins

6d. an acre
Id. an acre
ls.4d. an acre
Os.Od.

The next, undated, inquest25, which does not itemise land use, shows the buildings on both estates and the mill
to be in ruins.
I have included the mill (despite omitting mills from the rest of the article) for the sake of the
associated fishery. Almost certainly all the large estates had one, an essential extra source of food.
In 1295-96 Robert the vicar of East Grinstead was in trouble for breaking into the Prior of Lewes's
enclosure at Imberhorne with a comrade by force of arms and taking fish valued at 100 shillings. 26
The manorial services not yet commuted to money payments are another noteworthy feature
in the inquests. The only other example I know is the obligation on the tenants of the hide of
Healdeleia when it was given to Lewes Priory in c. 1103-06 to provide every year four carts and 200
boards of beech and 40 cartloads of logs together with ploughing and harrowing, boonwork [seasonal
duties] in harvest 'and other customs' •27
Ideally evidence would also be adduced from East Grinstead's markets and fairs, but all we
know of them before 1500 is the dates they were granted or changed and from time to time the tolls
raised for the lord of the borough.
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E.G.S.B. = E.G. Society Bulletin; E.G. = East Grinstead; L.C. = Lewes chartulary (S.R.S.
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PLACE-NAMES ANCIENT AND MODERN

M.J. Leppard

FOREST ROW: In the latest issue of Ashdown Forest News (no.55, Autumn 2008, p.4) is a short
piece by Jo Keel entitled 'How Forest Row got its name'.
The writer states that Henry VIII built
his hunting lodge in the area of Forest Row, that the River Row ran down the edge of Priory Road
and in front of Pilstye in Station Road until gradually diverted into the Medway, 'finally disappearing
in the mid to late 1700s', with some of the gravel from its bed piled up where the church now is and
used on the roads. No evidence is offered to substantiate any of this, for the good reason that there
is none, while the name (and probably the story) of this lost 'River Row' is entirely her invention.
The gravel in the pits was a natural geological feature of the church site, exploited for more uses than
road-surfacing alone. The writer correctly states that Forest in the village name refers to Ashdown
Forest, but Row denotes a line of cottages, probably east-west on the southern edge of the Green
traversed by Hartfield Road. Row is found in this sense in place-names elsewhere; there was even
another Forest Row south of Crawley. Our Forest Row is first named in a document of 1338, cited
by Peter Brandon in his explanation of the origin of the village in his The Sussex Landscape 1974,
p.102. There is filler discussion, with a map, in my A History of East Grinstead (2001), pp.8f.
CARFAX, used in a letter from John Ablett published in the East Grinstead Courier of 21 February
2008 for the town-centre road junction by the Post Office building, has never, to my knowledge, been
so applied here by anyone else before or since. Nevertheless it is a convenient term to denote that
location; shorter than any alternative and readily comprehensible because a common name for a place
where four roads meet.
A well-known instance not far from us is the Carfax at Horsham, first
recorded in 1548 (English Place-Name Society vol.6, Sussex part I, p.225).
CHARTER PLACE, an 'affordable' scheme under construction in Orchard Way by Saxon Weald
Housing Association, sounds as if it commemorates some grant to the town of privileges or status or
a significant anniversary of such an honour. A report in the Brighton Argus of 29 January 2009,
however, explains that it is named after Robin Charter who will retire in the autumn after nine years
with the association, nearly all voluntary and currently as chairman.
PRINCIPLES: The same paper reported on 3 January 2009 that Lewes District Council has drawn
up a document for consistent decisions on street-naming or numbering.
Names of developers'
friends or relatives are to be banned, along with 'aesthetically unsuitable' ones such as Gaswork
Road, those capable of deliberate misinterpretation like Hoare Road, or any which could cause
offence or encourage defacing of signs.
A fine will be imposed if no number is displayed at a
house with a name and there are to be charges of £20 to change a house-name and £200 to rename a
street. Surely sensitivity and common sense would give similar guidance without the bureaucracy?
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THE EARLIEST RESIDENTS OF SACKVILLE COLLEGE

M.J. Leppard

It is often said that Sackville College, currently celebrating the four hundredth anniversary of
is foundation by Robert Sackville second Earl of Dorset, was intended for the benefit of poor, aged or
infirm residents of East Grinstead and/or family retainers. In fact his will, dated 10 February 1609,
simply says 'towards the relief of one-and-thirty single and unmarried persons, thereof one-andtwenty to be men and the other ten to be women', one of whom is to be Warden assisted by 'two of
the honest and better sort of the inhabitants of the said Town of East Grinstead' chosen by the Earl
and his heirs. This article endeavours to establish what can be known about the earliest occupants
of the College, including their origins, a subject not tackled by any previous writer.
The founder died within nineteen days, there are no records of the building work, and it is not
known when it was completed. The first published history of the College, J.M. Neale's of 1853,
mentions the date 1616 on the knocker at the main entrance, now vanished. A triangular plaque in
the hail is dated 1619. The first recorded burials from the College took place in 1622, one imagines
some while after it had come into use, and it is burial entries in the parish register that give us the
earliest names of collegians, for no sort of list survives earlier than 1631/32. Those named as
buried from the College are therefore the first to be considered here. In every case I have searched
for other references in local records and further afield.
The name of Elizabeth Gee, buried 23 January 1622, appears in the records of assizes held in East
Grinstead in 1572, 1575, 1608 and 1609 as one of the jury of matrons (mature married women)
empanelled to test a defendant's claim of pregnancy, on the last two occasions heading the list as
forewoman.' If the collegian is the one named in the first two, she must have been well into her
seventies, perhaps eighties, when she died. There is no reason to doubt that she is the one named in
1608 and 09: several Gees appear in the 16th-i 7th century parish register; most members of the juries
of matrons bear surnames found in the register and/or borough records; and it is far more likely that
someone was sent into the town by the court to recruit such a jury than that a number of women had
already been assembled (whereas male jurors for the cases clearly come from further afield). It can
therefore confidently be claimed that Elizabeth Gee was a respectable widow who had lived in the
town or parish for at least part of her married life and possibly before it.
Concerning Mary Dannet or Dennette, buried 13 May 1622, however, nothing can be said, for we
cannot tell if she was a spinster or a widow and the surname does not occur in the register until later.
The same is true of An Tompset, buried 31 January 1624.
register but the surname is common over a wider area.

There are several Tompsets in the

John Pount, buried 28 February 1624, has a surname found nowhere else in the register and, like his
two predecessors, has not been found in any other records, local or further afield.
The burial entry for Mr Anthony Felton, 27 November 1629, does not mention the College, but Mr
R.H. Wood discovered a hitherto unnoticed memorandum dateable to 1655 which states that at the
death of Richard the third Earl [in 16241 Mr Antonie Felton was then Warden. 2 He died intestate
and administration of his goods, which amounted to £7. 16s.6d., was granted to Edward Blundell of
East Grinstead gentleman and William Turbervill of Lewes gentleman on 9 April 1630. (Mr
Edward Blendall is named in the memorandum as third in the succession of assistant wardens.)
With his titles (Mr in the register and gentleman in the administration) and comparatively modest
estate, Felton seems to fall into the category later known as 'decayed gentlefolk', which would
account for his eligibility for both a College place and its wardenship, though whether he was the first
Warden we cannot be sure. I have been unable to find anything about him in any other records.

The memorandum also names Mr John Shellie as the next Warden. He was not buried here, but
the vicar of East Grinstead, as surrogate, granted administration of his goods, valued at £18.13 s. lid.,
to his only child Anne, a spinster of Lewes, and Richard Shelley of the same place, haberdasher, on 2
November 163 1. 4 I can find no other information about him, but Mr Wood's working papers (in
my possession) include a note that two men named John Shurley died in Lewes in 1631. One of
them might be our John Shelley, possibly the John Shurley, 'Counsellor in the Lawe', mentioned in
the Town Book of Lewes in 1586. Even if our Shelley is neither, we still have in him another
gentleman (so described in the administration), judged suitable to be Warden and, as with Felton, a
connection with Lewes probably to be accounted for by the Sackvilles' property holdings there.
J.M. Neale in his History says that in 1629 the collegians empowered Thomas Maynard and
William Vargis to be their collectors of the rent-charges designed to fund their pensions but withheld
by those to whom the third Earl had sold the estates that bore them and to carry on law suits against
defaulters. Since no Warden was mentioned he concluded that the office was vacant, adding that in
1638 Vargis was 'very deservedly rewarded' with the post. No documents substantiating these
assertions are now known. 6
What does survive is the list referred to at the start of this article, dated 20 February 1631,
probably Old Style, i.e. 1632 to us; it is more likely to have been produced when the wardenship had
become vacant than while Shelley was still in charge. When transcribed by Mr Wood it was an
'almost unreadable note' in a glass case at the College in which 'wee the assistants and poore people
of Sackvile Colledge' formally appoint William Vargis, 'one of the poore men' of the College, as
collector. Whether the signatories include everyone housed there at the time we cannot tell; lack of
income could well have halted maintaining the intended complement, or even reaching it in the first
place. Not having seen it for myself, I rely on Mr Wood's transcription (in my possession), in
which he set out as follows what he was able to decipher of the twenty one names:
Thomas Maynards mark
Owen Lullmgdon
Famor Taylor
William Shaws mark
s mark
Saloman Elkeston [?]
William Harman
William
his mark
John Alards mark
Thomas Rolfs mark
Grifin Jonns mark

Joseph Smarte
Margaret Bradshaws marke
Ann Tratons marke
Humfrys mark
Foyot Lodge
mark
Joan Shaws mark
Elizabeth Betmgfolds mark
Margaret
s mark
Elynor Bartons mark

Somewhat rashly, Mr Wood states 'Thomas Maynard and Joseph Smarte were now
Assistants' 7 presumably on the strength of their heading the columns, though arguably Oliver
Lullingdon, as the second to sign, has a greater claim. None of these three is in the list of assistants
in the 1655 memorandum, nor can I find any direct evidence that they were townsmen, as stipulated
in the will (though not necessarily acted on). There are other Maynards and Lullingdons in the
parish register, but only one Smart, and several Lullingdons appear in borough records from the
beginning of the 16th century up to the 1620s. Perhaps a fair copy of the document was to be taken
to the assistants for counter-signing before Vargis set off, leaving this draft at the College for the
record.
,

Five of the men sign their names while seven make their mark, of the women one signs and
eight mark. We cannot tell if writing their names is the only writing some of them are capable of,
nor can we assume that none of the non-writers can read; at a time of limited educational opportunity
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(as in the developing world today) there is greater practical value in being able to read than to write
The parish register does not mention the College when recording the burial of Thomas Maynard on
24 January 1638 but a certified copy of the entry, made in 1669 and seen by Mr Wood in the glass
case, does, giving the date as 20 January 1637 (Old Style); presumably the College connection was
still remembered thirty two years later. I can find nothing more about him, not even in the
published history of Rotherfleld with its three chapters devoted to different Maynard families in that
parish8, which was another of the places where the Sackvilles had property.
The register does not record the burials of Owen Lullingdon or Famor Taylor, though many others
of their surnames appear, and I can find nothing about them in any other documents.
A torn page of the parish register records a Shawe burial in 1639.
The bishop's transcript of the
entry adds 17 January and 'of the Colledge' without supplying a christian name, so whether this is
the 1631 list's William or Joan Shaw, or even a third admitted later, we cannot tell, nor how
William and Joan are related, if at all. Several other Shaws are found in the register, but that is not
enough to claim William and Joan as locals.
Saloman Elkeston is not in the register, nor any others of that surname or anything similar, and I
cannot find any pair of names like his elsewhere.
John Aylard, buried here 17 March 1637 according to the bishop's transcript of a now missing
portion of the register 10 is almost certainly the John Alard on the list.
The College is not
mentioned, but Aylard and Alard are among the forms of a surname frequent in our register.
It is
also found in other places, so we cannot conclude that he was a local man.
,

Thomas Rolf and Grifin Jonn do not appear in the parish register, though both Rolf and Jones
occur.
Margaret Bradshaw's burial on 9 November 1633 is in the register, with no mention of the College,
but no-one else of her surname is found.
Ann Traton's burial is not in our register, nor any others of her surname, which seems to have been
common in Lewes at the time.
Humfry, in various spellings, was and is so common here that even if we had her christian name we
could not be sure of tracing her.
Foyot Lodge is not in the register either, nor any other Lodges, and I cannot find her elsewhere.
Joan Shaw might, as already suggested, be the Shaw buried in 1639 and, if still a spinster when in
the College, might be the Johane Shaw baptised on 27 February 1580.
Elizabeth Betingfold has a name not found in our registers, any other local records or those I have
searched elsewhere.
Elynor Barton is also not in the register, nor any other Bartons, though there are some Bardens (an
alternative form of the name at this date), none of them called Elynor. She too I cannot find
elsewhere.
William Harman bears a name common in our records, several of its holders prominent in the
He is not the William Harman buried on 10
borough throughout the 16th-17th centuries.
He can
September 1636, a butcher whose will survives and about whom a great deal is known.
hardly be the one buried here on 26 April 1632 in view of the affidavit sworn by Emery Allen of the
College in 165311 to the effect that William Harman, late one of the almsmen of the College lived in

11

great misery for a long time for want of his pay, ran into debt, sold his bed and lay upon straw and,
though two collections were taken for him in the parish church, at last starved for want of sustenance.
If he was a local man, one might think his family would have taken him in, unless perhaps he went
elsewhere seeking help.
Certainly, according to the affidavit, one of his contemporaries, unnamed, lived in great misery for a
long time, went about the country begging and finally died for want of sustenance, while others had,
by 1653, been forced to run into debt and were very likely to starve if speedy relief were not given.
This gives the impression that College places were given to people who had no family to care for
them.
Even William Vargis, the affidavit states, lived in great want and misery because his pay was
detained and was forced to pawn or sell his gown [overcoat] for bread but starved, having no means
of supporting himself or satisfying his creditors.
The certified copy of the parish register entry of
Thomas Maynard's burial already mentioned also records that of William Vargis Warden of Sackfihl
Colledge on 6 April 1646, one of the years missing from the register when it was transcribed in 18899012.
The memorandum cited earlier lists Vargis as Shelley's successor in the Wardenship, an
appointment made, according to Neale, in 1638.
As already stated, his source for this assertion is
not known, though it may be that he assumed, possibly correctly, that Maynard was acting Warden
until his death in that year.
None of the people discussed in this article appears in the next available list, dated 1655's,
presumably all dead though possibly having gone elsewhere or, through marriage, having ceased to
be eligible.
Information about the collegians becomes more plentiful after 1632, including how
some of them came to have their places.
There is material enough for a sequel to this article,
therefore.
Pending the day that anyone writes it, all eyes should be kept peeled for references,
almost anywhere in the country, in contemporary documents and later histories, to the people
fleetingly detected in the shadows here.
The context for this account will be found in the works mentioned in the text or footnotes by
Neale (of which neither the Town Museum nor the public library has a copy), Hill and Wood. In
addition to the unpublished typescript cited here, Mr Wood published an illustrated summary version,
A short account of Sacicville College (1972). Slimmer guides were published before and after. A
catalogue of the College records was produced in 2007, copies of which can be consulted in the
library or at the Museum (where they are also on sale).
The parish register for 1558-1662, used
here, has been published as Sussex Record Society volume 24.
REFERENCES: S.R.S. = Sussex Record Society; Wood = R.H. Wood, Sackviile College, some historical notes
(unpublished typescript, 1972) [copies at the College and in the Public Library]
1

J.S. Cockburn (ed.), Calendar ofAssize Records, Sussex Indictments Elizabeth I, nos 421, 529, and James I, nos 111,
130 2 C.K.S. U269 Q40, transcribed Wood, p.10
Wood, p.21
Wood, p.22
S.R.S. vol.48, p.31 6 Wood,
8
10
C. Pullein, Rotherfield (1928)
pp.22f. ' Wood, p.23
S.R S. vol.24, p.186
[F.
S.RS. vol.24, p. 184
Hill], Sackvi lie College by the twenty-second Warden (1913), pp.12 if. 12 S. RS. vol.24, p.v 13 Mr Wood's
transcription (in my possession)
-

For something about a later Warden of the College see p.14

-

THE SUSSEX ANCIENT MONUMENTS SCHEME requires volunteers to monitor the condition
of designated monuments, reporting on them annually to English Heritage. For information contact
Miss W. Muriel at Bull House, Lewes, BN7 1 X (0 1273 48260) or sammco@sussexpast.co.uk .
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HENRY POCOCK FOR EVER!

M.J. Leppard

One of the best ways for families to frustrate later generations trying to trace their ancestors
has always been to deploy a limited repertoire of christian names or, best of all, to use the same one
from father to son for generations.
The Pocock family of East Grinstead has a particularly good
record in this respect, perhaps more from pride than thoughtlessness.
Harrie Pocock is the first I can discover, baptised here in January 1595 and buried in April
1606 as son of William, a relationship not worth recording if the deceased was an adult. The name
recurs in 1659 when Henery son of John and Joan Pococke was baptised. We hear no more of him
in the register, but in 1701 a couple noted as poor, John and Jane Pocock, had one of their sons
baptised as Henry, of whom too we have no further trace. Families could move away and return,
and marriages were more often solemnised in the bride's parish than the groom's if not the same.
1n1773 another, probably related, Henry Pocock married Sarah Wallis here. When they had
their first son baptised Henry on 19 December 1773, they inaugurated a five-generation tradition.
In the 1811 draft census return Henry I (as he may be styled), a mason, was sharing a house
at Ashurst Wood with a labourer named Austen. The two families accounted for two males and six
females.'
Gibbs Crawfiird presented a silver trowel inscribed 'to Henry Pocock Saint Hill Aug.
17922 to commemorate his rebuilding of that house.
His death on 14 October 1819 aged 76 is
recorded on the family gravestone in our churchyard together with those of his wife Sarah in 1778
aged 26, his son Henry, a stonemason, on 7 October 1841 aged 67, his wife Elizabeth in 1850 aged
78, and their daughter Philadelphia Ellis in 1844 aged 33.
Henry 11 appears in the 1841 census at Sugar Loaf Cottage, Ashurst Wood, listed among
other cottages between Park Corner House and Beeches Farm, not now identifiable though probably
the same as the family occupied thirty years earlier. We can only guess how it got its name, not
found in any other record; perhaps, even if improbably, it had a conical appearance. He is given as
a 67-year old stonemason, living with his wife (64), daughter Harriett (27), son John (25), a butcher,
The four older children, baptised 1802-11,
and John Wilson, a 64-year old agricultural labourer.
The tithe award, of approximately the same date, lists Henry Pocock as
had evidently left home.
the owner of a house and just over two acres but gives James West as the occupier, although in the
church rate valuation of 1825 Henry Pocock had occupied the house himself. 3 In the previous year
his house and land had been valued at £6.5s. 4 but now £2.15s. (assuming he has not moved in the
mean time). Back in 1803, eligible to be called up for the militia in the married men aged 17-30
category and described as a bricklayer (builder to us), he had expressed himself willing to serve. 5
In the county election of 1832, the first after the Reform Act, he voted for Cavendish, the Liberal. 6
Henry III is head of the family in the 1851 census, a 47-year old stonemason living at the
Rocks (College Lane) in East Grinstead with his wife Mary, aged 50 and born in Worth, and their
four children, the eldest of them born in Worth, but the other three, including Henry (18), a currier,
born in Uckfield. Ten years later he is still there, next-but-one south of Cima Cottage (Hill
Cottage), with his wife, daughter Jane (20), a dressmaker, and Edmund Watson (19), a journeyman
shoemaker, described as lodger and something else abbreviated in a way that I cannot decipher. As
a stone and marble mason, engraver, etc., at the Rocks he appears in Kelly's directories from 1866 to
70 but not in the next, for 1874. I cannot find him in the 1871 census, in which his son Henry is
still 'junior', so he must have been still alive somewhere then.
The 1861 census also records Henry Pocock junior IV, in Chapel Street (West Street) as a
journeyman currier, with his wife Jane (26) and four children, including Henry (7), a scholar, all born
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in East Grinstead.
Ten years later he is in West Street somewhere between Temperance Terrace
and the Sussex Arms, i.e. on the site of our public library, now an unemployed currier, with five
children, including Henry (17), now an apprentice coach-painter. In 1881 he is at the top of London
Road, still a currier but also a teacher of music.
Pike's directory for the northern (East Grinstead)
parliamentary division of East Sussex in 1886 has him at 2 Alma Terrace, West Street, and in the
1891 census he is at 81 West Street (the same address re-numbered 7), describing himself as a currier
only. His burial on 9 October 1894 aged 61 is recorded in that November's parish magazine.
As early as 1863 he was supplying instruments and manuscript books to the new Forest Row
brass band, by which time the East Grinstead Rifle Volunteers had been founded and formed a band,
He liked to tell how at that time, under Lieut. Pearless, when the company was
which he joined.
half way up Wall Hill on a hot day the band was ordered to play.
As they neared the summit the
sound steadily decreased until only one instrument could be heard, his triangle. 9
In the 1880s he
instructed a short-lived fife and drum band formed from the Wesleyan Sunday School.' ° By 1885
he was bandmaster of the East Grinstead Town Band", in June 1887 the Volunteer and Town Bands
under his baton assisted the choir and organist at the church service for Queen Victoria's jubilee 12 ,
and in 1894 'Pocock's New Town Band' was one of three listed in Dixon's East Grinstead directory.
He can be seen, with moustache and baton, sitting on the left of Dr Gatty in a band photograph of
c. 1890 reproduced in David Gould's 'Britain in Old Photographs' selection (1995), pp. 1 061
His son Henry V, born in 1854, progressed from his first instruction in drawing and painting
aged 13 by J.J. Jenkens, R.W.S., to art school in London in 1873.
In the 1880s, as Harry Childe
He
Pocock, he took a print of his picture 'The flute player' to the Board Schools and gave a talk.
never lost interest in his home town; in 1906, now Childe Pocock, R.B.A., of Birkbeck College, he
subscribed to W.H. Hills's History of East Grinstead 13 and he often came to stay with his unmarried
sister Emily at 121 Queens Road, where directories record her as a dressmaker from 1905 to 28.
For Who's Who 1933, near the end of his life, he described himself as son of 'a well-known musician
in the county', educated at East Grinstead Grammar School.
Few readers would know that this
foundation, though keeping its name, had ceased to be a grammar school in 1772 and that its standard
in his time was 'was far below that of a good National [elementary] School'. 14 All the more credit,
therefore, to him and his obviously not wealthy parents for the determination and effort that it must
have taken to rise to become a successfl.,I bohemian painter and teacher of art in top institutions. He
left no son to carry on the name. 15
REFERENCES: E.G. = East Grinstead; E.S.R.O. = East Sussex Record Office; Native = [AS. Bridgiand],
'Recollections of a Native' serialised in East Grinstead Observer, 1941-42; W. S.R.O. = West Sussex Record Office
W.S.R.O. PAR 348/26/2/6 (address calculated by M.J.L.) 2 property of Dr R. Crawfurd of Tenterden 3 W.S.R.O.
PAR 348/30/1 4 draft church rate book Militia list, Pevensey Rape, Northern division (E.S.R.O., LPL/1/E1-4),
transcribed and published by PBN Publications 1988, p.25 6 annotated copy of the poll book, transcribed and published
by PBN Publications 1992, p.29 see Mr Gould's tabulation in Bulletin 77, p.14 8 Forest Row, vol.1, part 2, p.8
Native, XLffl
Native, IX advertisement in E.G. and Environs (1885), reproduced below 12 parish magazine,
13
July 1887 Hills, op. cit., p.279 14 Victoria County History of Sussex, vol.2 15 information in this paragraph not
otherwise credited is from Native XXIII and no's Who 1933, both of which give many other details of his career

RIGHT: The 1885
advertisement
cited in reference
11

CONSISTING OF 20 INSTRUMENTALISTS,
Are prepared to aecept Erigagementof every desciiption where
their services may be required, in-large or small jiumbers.
BANDMASTER: U. P0000K.

SEcp3irAaY: MR. F. COOPER,

To whom all Applications are requested to be made.
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PETER ALEXANDER WILLIAMS

M.J. Leppard

When the merger of our two local newspapers came into effect in September 2008 my regular
contributions ended abruptly.
The series 'Some people of East Grinstead', expected to run to 100
instalments, was cut off at number 88, Leonard Arthur Griffith, printed on 28 August.
In order not
to waste what had already been prepared for following issues, it may be acceptable to print the rest
of them from time to time in our Bulletin.
The original format will be preserved, so there will be
none of the usual panoply of source-references; suffice it to say that this one is mostly drawn from
obituaries. All the people now to be considered are well within living memory, so there could be
many recollections or comments from readers, perhaps appropriate for these pages and certainly
useful if the articles are ever revised for publication in book form.
Peter Alexander Williams, born in 1912 the son of a Union Castle Line captain, read Law at
Oxford, qualified as a solicitor, and became the youngest member of Chelsea council.
Joining the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve in 1936 but not expecting to be called up, he paid
to take a private course in coastal navigation.
For the first year he was also unpaid constituency
secretary to the First Lord of the Admiralty, Sir Samuel Hoare.
After early entry to H.MS. King
for
training,
Peter
Williams
served
on
motor
gun-boats,
rising
to be a Lieutenant Commander
Alfred
and senior officer of the 15th flotilla at Dartmouth. In 1940 he took part in the Dunkirk evacuation,
and then protecting convoys through the Straits of Dover.
During 1943 and 44 he led several
missions running agents, stores and stolen plans to and from France and the Netherlands, often under
For a series of textbook operations in difficult waters he received the Distinguished Service
fire.
Cross. Fifty years later he was made a Chevalier of the Legion d'Honneur,
Having married the daughter of the aviation pioneer A.V. Roe, Peter Williams moved to East
Grinstead in 1945 as a partner in the local solicitors Whitley Hughes and Luscombe.
For thirty
years he also had a dairy farm at Colemans Hatch, sometimes delivering the milk himself.
He
served terms as President of the Sussex Law Society, Chairman of the East Grinstead constituency
Conservative party, one of the Conservators of Ashdown Forest and their Clerk from 1951 to 72, and
non-resident Warden of Sackville College from 1969 to 80. In 1976 he formed the Friends of the
College, which he had repaired and reconditioned, and commissioned an updating of its history which
resulted in a published booklet and a longer unpublished typescript.
Peter Williams died in a local nursing home in 2004, aged 91. 'His gentleness and integrity
shone from him and he was loved by his staff said a former colleague.
Another recalled 'a real
gentleman and a brilliant boss'.

OTHER NOTABLE ANNIVERSARIES THIS YEAR in addition to that of Sackville College,
already mentioned, include the 150th of Sackville School and by implication the other schools which
split from its trunk over the years, notably most of the town's county primaries and Imberhorne
comprehensive. Their family tree, up to 1977, is recorded in our Bulletin 22, published in that year.
Centenarian family businesses, celebrated last year in the Town Museum's 'Kept in the Family'
exhibition, are now joined by Rusden's the drapers.
An advertisement in the parish magazine for
March 1909 announced that on Thursday 25 H.T. Rusden, of 3-4-5 Bond Street, Brighton, would
open a branch at 41-43 London Road, East Grinstead.
He died in 1935 but, although no longer
connected with the Rusden family, the controlling interest in the business remains with a local family,
the Glenisters. Congratulations and best wishes to all these local institutions.
TI1'IE-LINE: It is not always realised that the order in which articles are printed in the Bulletin is,
as far as possible, that followed in all reputable historical journals: earliest subjects first, then others
in chronological order; there is no criterion of importance of subject or author.
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CASUAL RECOLLECTIONS OF A CASUAL POSTMAN

M.J. Leppard

From 17 to 25 December 1954, while in the Lower Sixth at East Grinstead County Grammar
School, I worked as a casual postman, helping with the Christmas rush together with several of my
contemporaries and the local unemployed. Delivery vehicles were hired from Reads the furnishers
to supplement the Post Office fleet. To expedite their egress from Queens Road, postmen would
jump up and down on the rubber pads that worked the very-recently installed traffic lights.
Duties started at 6.45 a.m., beginning with sub-sorting by addresses the letters and packets for
one's walk that had already been piled up on one's length of bench into pigeon-holes above, then
tying the contents of each compartment into a bundle with twine cut from a reel close by. It was
impressed on us that we would be breaking the law if we carried the royal mail without wearing our
official armband, and that items should only be put through letter-boxes, not given to the addressees
in the street, left on doorsteps or thrown through open windows. My walk was along London Road,
down Green Hedges Avenue, into Wellington Town Road, etc. On the first day I was accompanied
by a full-time postman, who gave me precise instructions how to find 150A London Road, through a
side-gate behind a shop, unaware that that was where I lived.
The day was divided into three sessions, morning and afternoon deliveries (except Christmas
Day, morning only) and evening in the sorting room. Most people soon had easy consciences about
the niceties of delivery regulations and dawdled in order to earn overtime pay by getting back after
the end of the sessions. Less wordly-wise, I hurried through mine, even to the extent of doing the
whole of one side of the walk and returning on the other rather than dodging from side to side as I had
been shown. In the evenings I would usually help with sorting outgoing mail into bags hung on
metal frames, loading them into a van and riding in it to the goods station to load them into parcel
wagons, or helping with the one for Uckfield that at the end of the evening was padlocked onto the
Returning early one afternoon I was sent up the town in my
grab rail at the back of the 92 bus.
wellington boots (it must have been a snowy day) to deliver a telegram.
Whatever the weather, I
did not feel cold or in need of gloves. I earned £4. 17s.4d. for my work that winter.
The following December, still in the Sixth Form, I fully intended to repeat the experience, but
having lingered after school with a friend until the bus arrived to take him home, I reached the Post
Office after all the casual postmen/women required had been signed up.
In 1956, therefore, back home after my first term at university, I made sure I got taken on
again. The dates were the same, 17-25 December, but with a different walk that included what
little had then been built of the Imberhorne estate, which was as far as the green that stretched from
Blount Avenue to Crossways Avenue. On the way I passed commuters hurrying to the station and
expecting to have their letters handed to them en route. The detailed notes I kept show that I earned
£7. 14s.6d. for 58 hours 5 minutes work, plus tips of sixpence from 4 Parkside and two shillings from
16 Blount Avenue. I also noted that tea at the Post Office cost 2 1Ad or 5 1/2d, depending I suppose on
whether I had a cup only or something to eat as well. Sometimes I joined the regular postmen in the
small first-floor café on the opposite side of Queens Road, where the newly-introduced 'Wagon
Wheel' chocolate biscuits were a favourite. On Christmas Day I worked from 7.45 to 9.15 and cut
a finger by catching it in a letter-box with a spring. After all that winter's hard work I did not get
up on Boxing Day until 12.30 p.m.
To write a whole page about myself may seem the height of editorial vanity, but I know that
reminiscences are generally one of the most popular features of the Bulletin and I hope that this
insight into how the Royal Mail coped with Christmas haifa century ago may be of sufficient interest
to have been worth recording. Reminiscences of my 1954 and 55 summer holiday jobs as a waiter
in hotels at Feibridge have appeared in East Grinstead Museum Compass, nos 21 and 26
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS noticed by the Editor
EAST GRINSTEAD MUSEUM COMPASS 28 (Spring 2009) includes a first list of architects and
their work in the East Grinstead area before 1939, articles on Fonthill School, carved-portrait heads in
this area, 39 High Street and the ship informally adopted by Forest Row in the the Second World
War, H.MS. Castleton, and the usual miscellany of notes. [Copies, including a complete set of
back-numbers, can be obtained and annual subscriptions taken out in the same way as explained on
p.2 above for this Society's Bulletin and from the same address.]

THE FELBRIDGE AND DISTRICT HISTORY GROUP's handout 87 (Sept. 2008), The
Archaeology of Imberhorne Farm, is probably its best production to date, thanks to the involvement
of several suitably qualified people in fieldwalking, simple excavations around the cottages, and
analysing the finds, which include items turned up in the garden of Gullege. The maps, diagrams,
illustrations (some in colour) and text are clearly set out and the whole thing is much more readable
than so many archaeological reports.
Finds included worked flints (not dated), bloomery slag of
various periods, pottery from the 12th century to the present and fragments of lost buildings.
I
think 'south west corner of the site walked' (p.3) is a slip for 'south east'.
In any future work it
could be worth attempting some hedgerow-dating to complement the other results.
THE WEALDEN IRON RESEARCH GROUP's NEWSLETTER 48 (Autumn 2008) includes
suggestions for research and an appeal for information about how ore was extracted and how the
mine-pits can be distinguished from holes dug for other purposes.
THE EAST SUSSEX COUNTY ARCHIVIST'S REPORT FOR APRIL 2007 - MARCH 2008
lists among the year's accessions a Michael Hall School prospectus, 1960s, and records of
Hammerwood and Holtye Women's Institute, 1938-2000.
THE TIMES of 16 January 2009 contained an article 'Focus on East Grinstead' in its property pages,
for future generations an interesting snapshot of a moment in time, including comparison of last
year's house-prices in four categories with those of the South East as a whole (cheaper than ours) and
England and Wales (much cheaper). In the same year, though, the average decrease in house-prices
here was 12.6%, as compared with 10.1% across the South East and 9.6% in England and Wales.
SUSSEX LIFE, vol.44, no. 12 (Dec. 2008) had yet another illustrated feature on East Grinstead, and
so had the local INDEX MAGAZINE, no.85 (Dec. 2008), both promoting local shopping
opportunities.

An illustrated booklet reproducing the information on the main text-panels in the Town Museum's
recent Fonthill School exhibition is on sale at the Museum for £1.

QUERIES
Information on Fernhill at Forest Row and its architect Peter Gibbs for which Mr Nicholas Antram
appealed in our last issue was found in Forest Row, historical aspects and recollections, vol.5, part 2
(1993) and passed on. He now asks if anyone can give the location of Coolham, designed by E.
Powell, perhaps since renamed, and identify a 'house at Forest Row overlooking Ashdown Forest'
designed by Sidney Ell according to the Building News of 5 February 1892. He would also
welcome any information on the architects of Old Lodge, Court in Holmes, Shepherds Gate,
Plawhatch Hall and its associated buildings, and Cripps Manor. Mr David Gould is researching the
Rice family of East Grinstead and their saddlery, etc., businesses in the area and would welcome any
information. Responses to the editor for forwarding, please.

