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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY
The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East Grinstead and its
environs. The town has a long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for the time
being to the hands of our generation. It should be our concern that such contributions as we in turn
make are worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future.
The Society arranges regular talks, discussions, walks and visits. It produces a Bulletin of articles of
local interest and a Newsletter thrice yearly. Its 1969 report on the High Street conservation area
was well received as a basis for future policy.
It is very active in monitoring all planning
applications and making representations to the authorities on planning issues and has undertaken
initiatives to promote citizenship education in local schools.
It has held six exhibitions, planted
trees, restored the churchyard railings and martyrs' memorial, and financed tree-ring dating of some
buildings in the High Street. It has also produced surveys of trees, seats and playground equipment,
provided a plaque by the mass grave of victims of enemy action in Mount Noddy cemetery (now
superseded) and historical guide-maps in the High Street, and presented seats in memory of leading
It has published a book of
former members to Sackville College and the High Street.
reminiscences, three sets of postcards reproducing old photographs, three town trails (one of them
also in French) and a leaflet on the local martyrs.
With the Town Council it established the now
independent Town Museum.
The Society is registered as a charity (no.257870) and is a member of the Federation of Sussex
Amenity Societies. A copy of its constitution is available on request.
The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to represent public opinion;
the larger the membership the greater the influence. The subscription is £10 p.a., renewable on 1
January every year (except by those joining on or after 1 October). By signing a Gift Aid form
standard-rate income tax payers can increase its value by 28% at no cost to themselves. Persons
wishing only to receive the Bulletin can do so at a special rate of £5 per calendar year, payable in
advance to the Editor (address on cover).
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No. 95 (Autumn 2008)

THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY
EDITORIAL

A television programme on 25 March this year, 'How does your memory work', included footage of
a 30-year old man with almost no recollection of anything that had happened previously. 'The most
striking thing', as the Church Times critic observed, 'was not the fact that he needs to be reminded
how to do the simplest task, but, rather, how he cannot project himself into any meaningful future.'
Having claimed in earlier editorials that memory is what constitutes the individual identity of towns
as much as that of humans, can we legitimately also argue that a town which has no memory of its
history cannot envisage any meaningful future for itself? If so, all the more reason for devoting so
many of our pages to aspects of local history and for our fortieth anniversary project (see pp. 8f.).
AS OTHERS SAW US (35): On 4 April .
1968, having looked about the town for
about three hours during the afternoon, Mr
.
i' 'N
Ian Abbott of the Civic Trust told that
evening's public meeting at which our
Society was founded 'he found one of the
was the
most fascinating views
termination of the High Street where it
meets Lewes Road'. - East Grinstead The sketch he
Observer, 10 April 1968.
made at the time is reproduced here.
Others were reproduced in Bulletin 94.
The 'T.P.O.' (tree preservation order) he
advocated was successfully applied for.
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AS WE SAW OURSELVES (25): 'We have had the freedom of the town handed to contractor
after contractor: and we're fed up with it.' - Cedric Hartland, our Chairman, at the Society's annual
general meeting on 19 October 1983, reported in Newsletter 24 (Dec. 1983).
TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO:
Newsletter 23 (Sept. 1983) reported at length the July meeting,
devoted to discussion of the committee's proposed response to the East Grinstead and Worth draft
district plan and summarised the committee's consequent submission. 'It was remarked how many
of the [plan's] proposals took up suggestions first put forward by the Society.'
Newsletter 24 (Dec.
1983) reported publication of our second town trail. Both numbers dealt with perennial concerns
still familiar today. Bulletin 35 (Autumn 1983) included recollections of working with W.H. Hills,
the editor of the East Grinstead Observer, by Brian Desmond and articles on pre-war local bus
operators by David Gould.
COVER PICTURE: W.H. Hills himself, satirised by a cartoonist - see pp. lOf for discussion.

BULLETIN 94 (Summer 2008, an index number) 'fell into that category that The Week heads as
"Boring but Important". Seeing the amount of work it costs this is hardly fair, but one never reads
an index until one needs it and then one gives thanks for it,' P.D.Wood
CONSERVATION (our watchword) is defined in English Heritage's Conservation Principles as

'The process of managing change to a significant place in ways that will best sustain its heritage
values, while recognising opportunities to reveal or reinforce those values for present and future
generations'.

El
M.J. Leppard

LAND USE IN MEDIAEVAL EAST GRINSTEAD

The article 'Meadowlands in Mediaeval East Grinstead' that I contributed to Bulletin 93
(Winter 2007-08) would, as I admitted at the time, have had 'far more significance if I had paid equal
attention to arable, pasture, woodland and waste - a large task for another day'. That day has now
come.
Most records of land transactions in the chosen period, up to 1500, generally refer to 'land'
without further classification.
When used alongside 'meadow', 'pasture' and similar terms, 'land'
I
generally equates to 'arable', but it does not necessarily have that meaning when it stands alone.
I have also
have therefore excluded from consideration all references to 'land' on its own.
excluded all references to property spanning other parishes as well as East Grinstead unless the data
for each parish are separately itemised. The randomness of the survival of relevant evidence and
the recording of estimated acreages rather than precise measurements mean that any conclusions
have an unquantifiable margin of error. Even so, however, a broad picture may emerge that can be
regarded as approximating to the truth in so far as there is any internal consistency across a majority
of the data or a discernible trend across time. (Percentages have been calculated to the nearest
whole number and may therefore not always sum to 100.)
Once again Mr P.D. Wood's discussion in Bulletin 58 (to which readers are referred for
mapping and source-references) of the East Grinstead entries in Domesday Book has already laid the
groundwork for my task. Excluding Burleigh because subsequently in Buttinghill Hundred and
Worth parish, nine of the twelve estates here have ploughlands, 21 /2 in total, varying from a half in
Sperchedene, identified by me with Wall Hill Farm in Bulletin 59, and in Fairlight to six in the
unnamed holding, identified by Mr Wood with Lavertye [Ashdown House]. On a conventional
reckoning, to be treated with great caution, this might amount to about 1290 acres of arable land.
Set against that, only Lavertye and Brambletye have meadows, one and five acres respectively - if
'acres' here bear any resemblance to today's statute measures - and pasture is not mentioned at all.
Woodland pasture is implied, however, by the hogs enumerated for five of the holdings, 35
altogether, from a maximum of twelve valued for tax (at least 84 in reality therefore) at Brambletye
to two at Celrestvis [Little Shovelstrode].
There is, of course, no necessary correlation between
numbers of hogs and acreage of woods.
For Felesmere (identified by me with Imberhorne in
Bulletin 59) and Standen no such statistics are recorded, nor any owner at the Conquest, which may
imply that they are newly created and as yet barely cultivated.
For Lavertye and Brambletye Mr Wood set out figures from later documents.
In 1285
cultivated land at Lavertye consisted of 71 acres, worth 3d. an acre (88% of the whole) and 10 acres
of meadow, worth 18d. an acre (12%). There were also 48 acres of waste, worth 2d. an acre, which
served for rough grazing; if not so used it would be unlikely to have monetary value. In the same
source at Brambletye, for which no values are stated, though one imagines they would be
comparable, there are 66 acres of arable (46%), 10 of meadow (7%) and 66 of pasture (46%).
Possibly 'pasture' at Brambletye and 'waste' at Lavertye serve for the same sort of ground, in which
case my percentages for the latter could need adjusting. To aid comparison and comprehension, the
Brambletye statistics for cultivated land can be set out diagramatically as follows, acreages in bold:
Arable
1086
1285
1327
1336
1424

1 1/2 p'lands
66 46%
100 83%
69 63%
30 41%

Meadow

Pasture

Total

L 1 hogsworthJ

5
10
20
24
23

[Woodland]

07%
17%
22%
32%

66

46%

16

15%
28%

20

[15 underwood]

142
120
124

73

M
The documents known as Feet of Fines, property transactions in the guise of fictitious legal
cases, sometimes give land-use statistics. In the Sussex Record Society's volume 23 there are
eighteen containing such information exclusively for East Grinstead, neatly spanning two centuries,
Seventeen of them (94%) include arable; the sole exception is the sale of 4 acres of
1308-1508.
Fifteen (83%) itemise meadow, eight pasture (44%)
meadow mentioned in my previous article.
and fourteen wood (78%). Discounting woodland, out of a total of 1453 1/4 acres of cultivated land
there are 973¼ of arable (68%), 138 of meadow (9%) and 342 of pasture (23%). Arable and
meadow are represented all through the date-range, but pasture occurs only in 1346-47 and 1421-22
until 1465-66, after which it is specified in every transaction. To what extent, if any, that reflects a
change in farming practices it would be foolish to speculate, given the random coverage, the
variations in the areas of the properties (from 4 acres to 324) and the facts that only one is named and
only one can be identified by other means.
To multiply details would be tedious and unlikely to provide further illumination, but the two
identifiable properties are worth a closer look, especially because comparisons could be made with
how they were farmed at later dates, for which a good deal of relevant information exists - another
task for someone's future consideration. Renfeldes, Botlyes and Mudbroke, which lay south-west
of Brambletye, consisted in 1500-01 of 160 acres of arable (69% of the cultivated area), 22 of
meadow (9%) and 50 of pasture (21%) together with 80 of wood and 12 of heath. More helpfully,
we have three transactions within a few years of each other, 1436-50, which can be shown to relate in
some way to Tablehurst, north of Forest Row, thanks to the considerable detail they contain
overlapping with the disputes over that place chronicled in a Star Chamber case in 1534 (in Sussex
Record Society vol.16) in which deeds were cited dating back to 1472. The statistics in the Feet of
Fines for cultivated land, which give a consistent picture although not for identical areas, can be set
out diagramatically as follows, acreages in bold:

1436-37
1442-43
1449-50

Arable

Meadow

46 88%
171/4 85%
36 92%

6
3
3

12%
15%
8%

Pasture

[Woodland]

Total

[3]

52
20¼
39

[2]

Other sources give isolated references which are, however, worth noting as substantiating the
general picture already built up and, in one case, taking it further back. The Lewes Chartulary (the
title deeds of Lewes Priory; Sussex Record Society vol. 38) records a donation of 12 acres in c. 1160
of which 10 (83%) are arable and 2 (17%) meadow. In 1388 forty acres are detailed consisting of
37 of arable (93%) and 3 of meadow (8%). Two deeds of c. 1270 and 1273, however, one certainly
and one probably related to Stone, south of Saint Hill, specify, without quantifying, arable, meadow,
pasture and wood.
A court case in 1307 (Sussex Archaeological Collections, vol.62) concerns 30
acres of arable (60% of the cultivated area), 20 of meadow (40%) and 20 of wood.
Two of the
British Library's Ancient Deeds, both sales by John Wody, are also relevant: in 1473 seventy acres
of arable (92% of the cultivated area), 6 of meadow (8%) and 6 of wood [vj C 4242] and in 1478
sixty of arable (91%) and 6 of meadow (9%) [C 146/10761]. The latter land is identified as
Cockmannys and Mathewes, probably near Gullege.
The conclusion seems obvious, that before 1500 by far the greater part of the cultivated land
in East Grinstead was arable, yet by 1597-98, according to Mr P.D. Wood's calculations (notes in my
possession), the Buckhurst Terrier (Sussex Record Society vol.39), covering about a quarter of the
parish, shows 22% woodland, 26% arable, and 52% 'under grass', a phrase presumably embracing
both meadow and pasture. This squares well with the regular mention of pasture after 1465-66
noted above, the cattle fair founded in 1516 and the leather-working prominent here in the 17th
century. I leave it to someone else to work out how and why the transition came about.

ri
SOURCES for this article have deliberately been indicated in the simplest possible forms. Anyone wishing
to check any of them should be able to find the precise reference by scanning the Bulletin articles (which are
quite short and give full source details) or consulting the index in the printed volumes.
MEADOWLANDS ADDENDA
Mr Wood comments on the unexpectedly low acreage of meadow in the holdings fronting the
Medway: 'I have often wondered to what extent the river valleys were impassable bogs, and how
much potential meadow was in fact usable. Not much I suspect. Maybe that's why what was
usable was so valuable.'
When preparing the map of the area I designated 'the Great Feld' for an article under that title
that I contributed to East Grinstead Museum Compass 19 (Spring 2006) I noticed that the commons I
plotted tended to narrow down to funnels at the fords or bridges at their extremities. It has since
occurred to me that their waterside edges might have been too valuable as meadowland to be
included in the common land. Mrs Heather Warne commented, at the Wealden Settlement Study
Circle's discussion of meadows, that there was meadowland along a small stream at the north side of
Haywards Heath's eponymous heath, i.e. common (near the present-day railway station).

M.J. Leppard

OTHER ADDENDA
(References to earlier Bulletins:

first two digits Bulletin number, second two page number)

OUR FERR4RJA [8704,8816,8916]: Mr J.S. Hodgkinson has drawn my attention to a discussion
of the term as found in the Domesday Book entry for an unnamed holding in East Grinstead by the
late Joe Pettitt in the Wealden Iron Research Group Bulletin 7 (1974) of which I was unaware when
writing my piece. Although general acceptance of Mr P.D. Wood's identification of that holding
with Lavertye now rules out Pettitt's suggestions for the ferraria's location, the article is still worth
reading.
CHURCH FIELDS [9104]: Mention of a possible Roman bath-house discovered in Church Field,
Barcombe 1 , prompts me to wonder whether that field, and Church Fields elsewhere, including ours,
might owe their names to evidence of old buildings in the soil, popularly interpreted as remains of
former places of worship, whether Christian or earlier. If the age of the Barcombe name and its
explanation can be known, my theory might prove baseless, but someone might be able to ascertain if
there are any vestiges of buildings in or under the Church Fields here.
ANOTHER MOUNT NODDY? [4609-11,4708-10,5304,7105]: A conveyance of the Hurst-anClays estate, 31 October 1891, by Jane Padwick, daughter of Charles Cheval Tooke, to Dame Jeannie
Lucinda Musgrave lists all the fields, including Mount Noddy, 4 acres 2 roods 15 perches. 2
Unfortunately there is no map, the field-names cannot be reconciled with those in the tithe award half
a century earlier, and I can find no other document that records them. C.C. Tooke had bought Moat
Farm in 1862 3 , almost certainly including the Mount Noddy we still know today, but, with that
exception, the 1891 field-names are equally unreconciliable with those listed for Moat Farm in the
tithe award. It may be, moreover, that by 1891 he had sold the relevant part of Moat Farm; I
cannot find when he disposed of it. It seems therefore as if there could once have been a time when
we had two Mount Noddys simultaneously, but when a field at Hurst-an-Clays acquired that name
and how long it retained it I cannot yet say.
2

recited in Messrs A.J. Wait's 1959 abstract of title to the estate
(Mrs D.F. Neville's transcription, in my possession) 3 W.H. Hills's interleaved copy of his History ofEast Grinstead
(1906), p.28 (Hills MSS, West Sussex Record Office)
Sussex Past & Present, no. 114 (April 2008), p.'0
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RED LIONS IN EAST GRINSTEAD

M.J. Leppard

Thanks to the Feibridge and District History Group's 'handout' 68 (July 2005), devoted to
Harts Hall, I learnt that on its site on Copthorne Road, opposite the Star and on our side of the county
boundary, there had formerly been an inn of some sort with the sign of the Red Lion of whose
existence I had hitherto been unaware. The earliest mention of the name traced by the group was in
1714 but earlier occupiers were known. In our Bulletin 86 (Autumn 2005, p.15)1 provided details
of those occupants, with which the group was unfamiliar.
The group's latest 'handout', no. 84 (noticed on p.16 below), provides further information, all
new to me and in one instance correcting (though not explicitly) something I had written about
another local property, as I will explain after discussing some points in the fresh information.
Henry Cooper is named as the occupier in the will of Mary Carr, whose death in 1712 was
presented at the Imberhorne manorial court in 1714. Unfortunately the date of the will is not given
but the group notes that Henry Cooper of East Grinstead had applied to East Sussex Quarter Sessions
for a victualler's licence in 1704. It is more probable than not that the application was for the house
which we know someone of that name held a little later. Almost certainly he is to be associated
with the mini-dynasty of inn-keeping Coopers found in East Grinstead over nearly half a century.
The Star, at our 42-44 High Street (currently an Indian restaurant), was 'formerly Coopers' according
to the Dc La Warrs' 1881 abstract of title' and Thomas Cooper is recorded there in rentals from 1662
to 16832. In 1705 an East Grinstead alehouse-keeper named John Cooper is known. 3
The next occupant of the Red Lion named by the Felbridge Group is Robert Knight, c. 174779, already well-known as a carrier thanks to his surviving account book for c. 1762-77. He died
27 December 1784 aged 75, according to his tombstone in East Grinstead churchyard, which gives
his address as Feibridge Water, the area including the Red Lion. I therefore erred in concluding that
his listing for the Red Lion in the 1781 victuallers' recognisances 5 referred to the house of that name
in East Grinstead High Street 6
.

How long the Feibridge property remained an inn is not clear.
The admission of Thomas
Uridge, a wheelwright of Godstone parish (which included the relevant area of Felbridge), in 1786 is
the next step in the account, with Thomas Walter, a tanner of East Grinstead, as the occupant.
Between 1785 and 94 Thomas Ewridge (a variant spelling of Uridge) applied to Surrey Quarter
Sessions for a victualler's licence, which the group 'suggests' was for the Star across the road. It
could certainly not have been for the Red Lion, which would have required application to the Sussex
Sessions. It seems to me significant that the first record of the name of this Star is in 1794.
The group also suggests that name was chosen because of its location by the county border
since a star is the badge of the Earls of Surrey and Sussex. It is a curious co-incidence, though, that,
just as it stands opposite the former Red Lion, so the former Star at 42-44 High Street adjoined the
RedLion at nos 34-40.
All that I know of that Red Lion is covered in my account of 34-40 High Street, including its
days as an inn, 1616-79, in our Bulletins 80 (Autumn 2003, pp. 9-12) and 81 (Winter 2003-04, p.12).
We cannot say how much longer it remained in that use; the name is last found in 1785, in an
omnibus deed 7, but it must be borne in mind that legal documents tended to retain obsolete names.
REFERENCES (E.G. = East Grinstead E.S.RO. = East Sussex Record Office; W.S.R.O. = West Sussex Record
Office): 'Hills MSS, W.S.R.O. 2 W.H. Hills, History of E.G. (1906), p.40 3 E.S.RO. QR1E1305116 (listing by Mr
6 E.G. Society
D.S. Rawlings, copy in E.G. Town Museum) W.S.RO. Add MS 46,861 E.S.R.O. QDL/E1
Bulletin 80 (Autumn 2003), p.10 ' E.S.R.O. De La WarrMSS 336

SARAH ELIZABETH WARDROPER

M.J. Leppard

As members are probably aware by now, our Society is intending to mark its fortieth
anniversary - provided there are no last-minute snags - by providing a blue plaque commemorating
Mrs Sarah Wardroper (1813-92) on Clarendon House, 3 Judges Terrace, where she spent her last
days.
Her chief claim to fame is her work as the first superintendent of Florence Nightingale's
The project was inspired by a visit to the
School of Nursing at St Thomas's Hospital in London.
Town Museum earlier this year by Col. Michael Wardroper of Eastbourne as part of his family
history research. What follows is based on his findings for genealogical information and details of
her career (the sources for which are not specified in this article) and on facts I have discovered from
local sources as indicated.
Sarah Elizabeth Bisshopp, a gentlewoman born 12 November 1813, married Woodland Wyatt
Wardroper, M.R.C.S., L.S.A. 14 October 1840. He practised in Arundel with his father but died 28
June 1849, leaving his widow with four children all aged under ten. By 1853 Sarah had become a
sister at St Thomas's, promoted to matron January 1854, and superintendent of the new Nightingale
School there from 1860 to her retirement in 1887. In all this, starting at a time when training was
unknown and everything had to be learnt by experience, she was one of the pioneers of the
development of modern nursing and its respectability as a career for women of her social class.
How she contrived to care for her children in the early days does not seem to have been recorded.
'Her force of character was extraordinary' wrote Miss Nightingale, 'and she seemed to learn
from intuition.'
The two women had many differences of opinion, inevitable between two strong
Mrs Wardroper, tall and
personalities, but Miss Nightingale always retained great respect for her.
dark with a personal magnetism that enabled her to impose discipline on the most refractory nurses
and patients, had great powers of administration and was a tireless worker and ardent reformer.
Sarah Wardroper died at East Grinstead 14 December 1892 aged 79 and is buried in the
Queens Road cemetery.
Her obituary from the East Grinstead parish magazine is printed in our
Bulletin 82, p.7.
At St Thomas's there is a ward named after her and a memorial plaque with a
carving of the Good Samaritan.
There were Wardroper family connections with East Grinstead long before Sarah came here.
Her father-in-law, Edward Wardroper (1782-1845), retired to Ashurst Wood, where he is recorded in
the 1841 census at an unidentified cottage with two of his six children, Frances (1819-95) and Robert
(1825-64). John Wardroper, owner and occupier of an unidentified house and five acres in the East
Grinstead tithe apportionment of 1843, cannot, as yet, be fitted into the family tree. By the time the
1851 census was taken, these Wardropers had gone.
The 1871 and 81 censuses, however, record Frances and her younger sister Laura, both
unmarried, living in Ship Street between Turley Cottage and Hurst-an-Clays lodge with one servant.
The address is specified in 1871 as West Bank Cottage, but directories for the 1870s and 80s and
other sources simply call it The Cottage. Charles Chevall Tooke of Hurst and Clays, by his will
made in 1890, left the cottage and garden to the sisters with an annuity of £150 p.a. for their joint
lives and £100 p.a. for the survivor. One of his executors and trustees is Sarah Wardroper's eldest
son, Walter Woodland Wardroper of Southwark Bridge Road. 2 How Tooke came to be involved
with the Wardropers has not yet been discovered. The grave of the sisters and their mother lies next
to his in the cemetery, with almost identical stones and surrounds.
Laura is not mentioned in the 1891 census but Frances is still at the Cottage, now
accompanied by Sarah, her sister-in-law.
Perhaps the arrangement for Sarah to move to East

Grinstead was influenced by the marriage earlier that year of her son Walter Woodland Wardroper
(1841-1920) to Louisa Elizabeth Pearless (1842-c. 1927), the widow of William Austen Pearless, who
had died in 1885 aged 47 leaving her their home Uplands, a little further down Ship Street from the
Cottage. Directories show Walter and his bride living there thenceforth. Parish magazines record
her membership of the local committee of the Church of England Temperance Society in 1893 and
his service as vicar's warden from 1894 to 97. In the 1901 census he is living on his own means,
whereas in that of 1881 he was a commercial clerk. The March 1926 parish magazine records Mn
Wardroper's donation to the museum in the church tower of pictures of Sackville College and Porch
House painted by her father. [Both are now in the Town Museum, the latter annotated, including
the artist's name, Ewen Evershed.
Laura Wardroper died in January 1894, 'one most kind and unselfish in thought, word and
deed, who had given the best years of her life for the comfort of a much afflicted friend, the late Mr.
Chevall Tooke'. That tribute, from the following month's parish magazine, suggests that Laura too
might have taken up nursing.
Her sister Frances Elizabeth died in June 1895 after 'a long and useful life full of acts of the
quiet unostentatious alms deeds of one who bore an honoured name', according to the July parish
magazine. She was buried 24 June 'with every mark of affection and respect'. For Frederick
Maplesden it was one of the noteworthy deaths that year; 'her many kind acts of charity will be
missed by the poor' he commented in his local almanack for 1896.
There
Mrs Louisa Wardroper was the last member of the family to live in East Grinstead.
are no living descendants of Sarah Wardroper and only female descendants of her brothers-in-law, all
of whom went to the U.S.A. Colonel Wardroper is from a collateral line.
1

this paragraph summarised from Col. Wardroper's quotations from Cecil Woodham Smith's Florence Nightingale and
W.J. Bishop & Sue Goldie's 'bio-bibliography' of the same title, both of which give fuller accounts 2 Mrs D.F.
Neville's notes, in my possession

OUR POST OFFICE, completed in 1896, was refused listed status when our Society put it forward
a decade ago.
On 17 March this year, with post offices closing across the country and often
demolished, the Town Council's application was accepted.
The official notification of its grade 2
listing, gives the following principal reasons.
'The building has special architectural interest for its
lively well-detailed, intact exterior, and as a good example of a late-C19 post office and commercial
architecture. It sits on a prominent corner site and contributes significantly to the streetscape.
While listed principally for exterior architectural quality, surviving elements of the internal plan and
fittings also contribute to its special interest.'
BORIS JOHNSON, now Mayor of London, married Marina Wheeler, with whom he had 'a splendid
honeymoon in East Grinstead.' - his words quoted in a review of Andrew Gimson's Boris in the
Daily Telegraph, 7 Oct. 2006.
CAPISCE? An English comprehension passage at level lB set by the University of Trieste in Italy
is a newspaper report of a fire at a house in Benchfleld Close, East Grinstead, in which one cat died,
two rabbits survived and an unnamed man jumped from a first-floor window and was taken to
hospital with minor injuries. S.R. Kerr

BULLETIN 93 (Winter 2007-08), p.3, 'As We Saw Ourselves': for '1944' read '1942'.
Contributions for consideration for Bulletin 96 should be received by 31 December.

10
M.J. Leppard

OUR COVER PICTURE

W.H. Hills, a detail from the cartoon reproduced below. Although unattributed, it is clearly
one of those drawn by W.R. Pepper for the East Grinstead Times, published from 1892 to 94 by
Hills's journalistic and political rival Edward Steer. Hills is watching a race representing some now
unidentifiable political contest, also watched (left foreground) by the Hon. A.E. Gathorne Hardy, our
Conservative M.P. 1892-95. It cleverly points the contrast between Hills, ostensibly a neutral
observer but perceived as a nob-server who blatantly sided with the wealthy, important and powerful
Conservatives (the 'nobs'), and Steer, the Liberal who overtly campaigned for underdogs.
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William Reynolds Pepper, the cartoonist, has, like Hills, received a good deal of discussion
and illustration in our pages, notably articles in Bulletins 38, 39 and 68. More information about
him has come to light in A.S. Bridgland's 'Memories ... by a Native' in the East Grinstead Observer,
no.XI, as follows:
'Another character used to intrigue me as a youth. I refer to Mr. W.R. Pepper, who lived at
North End. I cannot remember his business or calling, but recollect some of his activities.
In those days Tit Bits paid a guinea a week for original short stories - to fill a page. One day
I opened a copy of that journal and saw Mr. Pepper's name attached to that story. I felt
much impressed.
'He used to paint in oil colours, but his work did not reach the heights. It seemed to me that
his canvases resembled the sign-posts of inns. He was commissioned on one occasion to
draw a cartoon for the short-lived East Grinstead Times.
'I knew Mrs. Pepper and Rosie their daughter, but W.R.P. had no use for boys. Whether it
was due to ill-health, a pessimistic outlook or frustrated ambition, one cannot judge; but he
seemed a grim figure as he walked with head forward and set face.'
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In noX\TIll of the series the Native recalled W.H. Hills thus:
'Apart from his journalistic work and the "History of East Grinstead", he was a busy man. I
He was versatile and could be at home in the
often listened to his speeches with pleasure.
He shone
lecture hall, on the platform, and as Mr. Interlocutor in the local minstrel troupe.
even when proposing a toast at a smoking concert or a Slate Club supper. And he was firstrate in debate.
'A building firm in the town once had an outing to Brighton on a Saturday. He and I were
among the guests and I admired the way he varied his style according to the company. On
another occasion we were guests at the Swan Slate Club supper.
I recall that many years ago he
'One of Mr Hills's hobbies consisted of collecting coins.
He was, as hinted, a good mixer, equally at home
published a brochure on numismatics.
One of my mental snapshots is seeing him on a fine Sunday
among the rich or poor.
morning in a silk hat, frock coat, smoking a cigar.'
The brochure referred to may have been an off-print of articles on money (which I have never seen) that Hills
contributed to the Numismatic Magazine in 1891. More than one cartoon is known drawn by Pepper for the
Some of his cartoons, worked up in oils, are on permanent display in the Town
East Grinstead Times.
Museum. We are grateful to Mr Peter Dyer of Pulborough, Hills's great-nephew, for providing the image
reproduced here.

'EAST GRINSTEAD IN WINTER' BY A BOWERS:

M.J.Leppard

This painting, reproduced and
discussed in Bulletin 93, proves not to
have been from life but based on the
photograph reproduced here from a
carte-de-visite version in the Town
Museum, the work of Henry Thomas
Melville, who was in business here by
the time of the 1871 census and who
died here in 1878.
There was no
simplification and invention such as I
suggested, and Bowers may have done
no more when visiting this town than
buy a photograph with possibilities!
The same photograph was later published by Arthur Harding as a postcard, without
attribution, and so his card (also reproduced in Bulletin 93) of the Bowers painting is a photograph of
a painting of a photograph! A high-definition version of the painting is being produced this autumn
as a Christmas card by Mr Graham Stevens, the picture-framer in Middle Row.

CONGRATULATIONS to East Grinstead Lions' Club, like us celebrating this year forty years of
service to the town, an anniversary also shared by the Music and Arts Festival.
OUR NAME-BANK: Two more names worth considering for future developments are former
urban district councillors Geoffrey WEBB (1879-1954), stained-glass artist and conservationist, and
Sarah CROWHIJRST (1876-1958), Salvationist, Labour party activist, campaigner for the poor, and
wife and mother to a like-minded family.
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ONE DAY IN EAST GRINSTEAD IN 1943

M.J. Leppard

The bombing of East Grinstead on 9 July 1943, principally the Whitehall cinema, is well
known and has been much written about. It is generally also known that 22 of the victims were
buried in a mass grave in Mount Noddy cemetery. By way of memorial all that could be managed
at the time was a small stone for each, identified by initials only, but on 14 July this year a
commemorative stone was dedicated, funded by the Town Council and supported by our Society.
As no extensive account of the
The names of those who lie there are to be added in due course.
What follows is
mass burial has ever been written, it is high time that one should be published.
based without further acknowledgement on notes by the late Len Griffith in my keeping (mainly from
the contemporary report in the East Grinstead Observer) and on a cutting from the Southern Weekly
News in the Town Museum.. Any other sources are indicated in end-notes.
Wednesday 14 July was chosen because, as early closing day, it would permit the greatest
possible attendance. Schoolchildren and council staff were given the afternoon off and offices were
closed, but in factories essential war work had to continue. From 11 July to the morning of the
funeral soldiers from the 8th Canadian Field Dressing Station had assisted cemetery staff in digging a
large trench. Throughout the morning scheduled buses were packed with people coming to the
ceremony, many of whom brought bunches of wild flowers which the cemetery staff placed with
other tributes, including those which had been taken to the parish church and those that had filled the
school corridors. Lorries brought the coffins, which were distributed to their designated places.
At 2 p.m. four N.C.O.s of the Canadian Provost Company took up position to control the
traffic, soldiers lined the way to the grave and air raid wardens escorted the mourners. Half an hour
later the choir, clergy and officials took their places on and around the platform draped with the union
flag. '0 God our help in ages past', Psalm 23, 'On the resurrection morning' and 'Abide with me'
were sung. By the end of the last hymn there was 'hardly a dry eye'. The Bishop of Chichester
conducted the service and gave the blessing, but the strict press censorship then in force meant that
the vicar, Roman Catholic priest and Free Church ministers who also took part could be mentioned
only in those terms, not by name, lest the location ('a South East town') were identified by enemy
intelligence and the effects of the raid known.
There were calculated to be about 2000 mourners, some of whom were so overcome by
emotion that they had to be attended to by ambulance personnel. Some others lingered to tour the
graves. Among those present were a soldier who had lost his mother and two sisters and five-year
old Nadine Ward, for whom, standing in front, 'it was a harrowing experience. There were what
looked like big pink tins, but they were emergency coffins'.' To Head Warden T.P. Peters it was 'a
wonderful piece of organisation' 2, but for his deputy R.H. Wood 'the words of the burial service
seemed more than usually empty. There was a wind in the trees and the singing voices sounded
tenuous and sad. The gramophone was playing Bach's Air on the G string. As by instinct two
persons looked at each other and the woman's face crumpled into tears. "Those poor people."
The tourniquet was off.' 3
The Southern Daily News noted that nearby were the graves of two German airmen shot down
in the Battle of Britain.
Side by side in the mass grave were a father, mother and daughter, killed
on the last day of his leave. A Home Guardsman was also interred there.
Earlier in the day the
funeral had taken place of a policeman, whose wife died later the same day from her injuries. From
Mr Griffith's notes we can identify the three family members as Corporal Lewis William James, aged
36, his wife Kathleen (32) and their daughter Joyce (11). The Home Guardsman was Alfred S.
Howland (52), the policeman was Herbert E. Smith (32) and his wife's name was Ethel.
'EG. Courier, 3 July 2008

2 T.P. Peters,

Reminiscences of a Head Warden, p.9

E. G. Society Bulletin 23, p.6
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NAMES OF THOSE IN THE MASS GRAVE, from Mr Griffith's notes of council records, etc.
To make the list more meaningful I have included ages (in parentheses) and the marital status of the
adult women but no addresses, which in many cases were temporary wartime ones, or next of kin.
Mrs Mildred Angus (58)
Michael John Brackpool (11)
Miss Winifred D. Catterick (39)
Richard Harold Joseph Charlton (17)
Mrs Isabel Fothergill (74)
Miss Mary Fothergill (46)
Alfred S. Howland (52)
Home Guard (? Crawley)
Joyce James (11)
Mrs Kathleen James (32)
Cpl Lewis William James (36)
RA.S.C. at Worth
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Mrs Frances Mary Long (40)
Miss Margaret Long (58)
Miss Dorothy Harris Matthews (46)
Mrs Eunice Meyers (42)
Mary Otten (16)
Mrs Ivy Savage (34)
Miss Beatrice Grace Somerset (28)
Mrs Dorothy Stafford (39)
Harry Stafford (50)
Molly Ins Lillian Stiller (14)
Mrs Dorothy Wyatt (3 2)
Miss Mabel Wyman (22)

ABOVE The stone dedicated this year

YET MORE POST-WAR STREET-NAMES (continued from Bulletins 83,86 & 88)

M.J. Leppard

In November 1976 the clerk of the Town Council approached me, as Chairman, for our
Society's comments on and alternative suggestions for naming streets on the impending Ashplatts
development, for which names of villages in Kent had been proposed. As they were needed before
our next committee meeting, I suggested Ashplatts itself for one and Rogers for another, honouring
Dr John Henry Rogers, the founder of the nearby hospital. I also suggested consulting its historian,
Dr E.J. Dennison. The council accepted his recommendation of Sir Robert Kindersley, whose
benefactions to the hospital included donating the site.'
Kinderstey Close is actually on the Lynton
Park estate, whose names had been agreed five years earlier 2 . I cannot now make out what, if
anything, became of the proposed Ashplatts development.
Two years later the council's planning committee proposed 'an arboreal theme' for streetnames on the new Estcots estate because of its nearness to Ashplatts Wood. Of them, those duly
conferred were Elm Drive, Sycamore Drive, Maple Drive (even though those roads are cul-de-sacs),
Chestnut Close and, I believe, Bramble Twitten. We were spared, probably owing to a hold-up in
the development, the Rowans, the Hollies, the Hazels, the Hawthorns, the Poplars, Holme Oak
Twitten, the Laurels, the Cedars, Willow Walk, the Pine and Blackthorns.
I do not know if all
these species were to be found, or were subsequently planted, on the estate.
The modish plural
noun preceded by the definite article is, in my opinion, lazily resorted to when invention fails, though
perhaps developers consider it sounds rather grand, whatever the reality of the houses put up.
Sprucefleld Place, off Holtye Road, was so named earlier this year at the suggestion of the
clerk of the Town Council, Mr C.J. Rolley, because there certainly is such a tree on the site. At
about the same time Wellington Gate, also off Holtye Road, was named by its developers to be in
keeping with the adjoining names of other wartime aircraft. Gate, which also sounds grand,
probably indicates a gated development, an increasingly common feature nowadays.
Another of this year's names, Hilda Duke's Way, on the site of the original Blackwell Primary
School, was my suggestion to honour its outstanding first Head, who laid down the way it was to go.
1

Original correspondence, in my keeping

Courier, 3 July 2008

2 see Bulletin 86, p.
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E. G. Courier, 6 July 1978,

quoted in E.G.
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WORKING AT THE OLD LIBRARY AT SOUTIIWICK HOUSE, 1970-84

Roy Adderley

In Bulletin 92 (Autumn 2007) David Gould wrote of working in the old library, based on his
own experiences, 1963-66.
I was librarian in charge from July 1970, succeeding Ann Lloyd. For a month, before
moving to East Grinstead, I commuted from London. During that month I had lunch every day at
the Windsor Rendezvous mentioned by David, often in the company of Trevor Nash, editor of the
East Grinstead Courier.
My interview had been conducted in the library. (I am surprised David had to go to Lewes.)
In the chair was councillor Dennis Tavener and there were two other members of the local library
committee. This committee ceased to exist when we transferred to West Sussex. Among the
members were Marguerite Blount and Dorothy Hatswell.
Much of what David has described still applied when I arrived. The public toilets had gone,
to much protest I was told. (I have found elsewhere that many people think that libraries and loos
belong together.) This had provided a small alcove for more bookshelves, so some sections had
moved.
The county librarian was getting on by now and hardly ever visited. Mr Saunders, his
deputy, came along occasionally and was always very pleasant and supportive. I was lucky in
having quite a lot of autonomy.
I installed an enquiry desk at the end of the working inclosure which included the counters,
and this was manned by senior staff members. I did away with the 'Silence' sign over the reference
room entrance. Most librarians by then considered an inviting atmosphere more important than
attempted deathly hush.
The fluorescent lamps frequently expired or, worse, flickered. Rather than wait for an
approved electrician to come I would climb onto the book stacks and do the replacement myself (for
most of my tenure there was no other male on the staff). I am sure this was contrary to safety rules
even then.
A succession of power cuts sometimes meant the library had to be closed early. We and the
public struggled on as long as we could but eventually surrendered. The long alcove opposite the
working enclosure, which housed the popular history and travel sections, would quickly become
impossible.
Then there were the rats. These unwelcome visitors mainly preferred the flats upstairs. On
each visitation poison would be put down, and there ensued a horrible smell for a while. On one
occasion, however, one hid behind a radiator in the library. While I was again 'phoning the pest
control people an elderly gentleman killed it with a window pole. Another time one was under the
floorboards downstairs and there was a great effort to smoke it out. I don't believe it succeeded.
An unsavoury episode of a different kind resulted when tree-roots behind the library broke
into the waste-pipes.
The monkey-puzzle tree eventually died.
The council's maintenance experts said this
resulted from the lack of rainwater after the surrounding area had been tarmacked to increase carparking space. The more cynical were convinced it had been deliberately killed.
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With local government reorganisation we transferred to West Sussex, and great changes took
place. The new authority was highly organised, with management courses for the professionals and
weekly divisional business and book-selection meetings at Crawley. From the latter I had to return
and pass on all that I had been told, which largely emanated from county level, to the senior staff.
These increased in number, and at some stage a second qualified librarian was appointed as my
deputy. Book-selection was vastly improved. Under East Sussex I had had to make requests for
stock using a not very large number of blue slips which gave author, title, publisher and price, and
little else. Now we were seeing large numbers of actual books every week.
In due course we got computers, doing away with the time-consuming trays of tickets-cumbookcards - all that sorting and searching trays one by one for reserved books and dealing with the
results of mistakes. It was a great relief. The card catalogue was replaced by a printed catalogue
covering the whole county.
A few people regretted the loss of the old library. I think they were mainly some who lived
nearby. There were also some who liked their library visit to be separate from shopping.
Somebody said it 'had character'. Only bad character in my view. The atmosphere of the private
residence was not there. Before the new site was at last found I kept hearing suggestions for
converting various old buildings, partly motivated, I think, by a desire to save them. Like Southwick
House, they would have been quite unsuitable.
•

A history of libraries in East Grinstead from 1804 to the closure of Southwick House in 1983, by
R.H. Adderley and Mj. Leppard, was published in Bulletin 36 (Spring 1984).

SALLY MCGECHIES DEBUT WITH THE SACKVILLE PLAYERS

David Gould

Readers of Bulletin 92 (Autumn 2007) who may have wondered in which play my one-time
library colleague Sally McGechie performed (p.13) can now be enlightened that it was the The
Matchmaker by Thornton Wilder.
At the time of writing I could not remember
much about the play, a performance of which David
Pearson - another colleague - attended, but realising
that it must have been during late 1964 enabled me
to establish its identity, aided by a list of plays found
in Sackville Players' programmes.
Working backwards from December, it did not
take long to trace a review of the play in the East
Grinstead Courier's bound volume for 1964 as the
dates of performances were found to have been
Wednesday 25 to Saturday 28 November. In the
issue dated 27 November there is even a photograph,
taken at a dress rehearsal, showing six of the cast
members, including Sally herself, looking most
elegant in a floor-sweeping costume.
The actual review of The Matchmaker - a farce
set in New York in the 1890s - appeared in the
following week's issue, dated 4 December, and was
generally favourable. The Courier's anonymous
critic (Alan Larcombe?) wrote: 'Last week at the
Parish Hall the Sackville Players proved that they
have a great deal of extremely versatile and

competent talent ... It takes courage for any amateur
society to produce a full-blooded farce ... The
players, with very few minor exceptions, fulfilled
[the] requirements nobly'.
Bernard Kempner, as Horace Vandergelder (a
wealthy and mean merchant) gave 'one of those
excellent performances for which he is noted', while
Violet Emy as Dolly Levi, the actual matchmaker,
Louise Cuttell as Miss
'almost stole the show'.
Van Huysen also impressed the reviewer:
'Her
portrayal of the ageing spinster was certainly one of
the gems of the whole performance'.
And Sally McGechie? She played Ermengarde
(Vandergelder's niece) and it was her first
appearance with the Sackville Players. 'Though
the part was comparatively small, she did sufficient
to give promise of great things to come.'
As stated in my library article, I recalled her

learning the lines and, during lunch-breaks I even
assisted her by reading the cues.
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS
EAST GRINSTEAD MUSEUM COMPASS 26 (Summer 2008) includes a history of the business
and family of W.J. Armstrong, the wine-merchants and their premises from 1811, articles on games
played at Fairwarp and Nutley schools in the past, reminiscences of working at the Old Feibridge
Hotel and an account of the origins twenty five years ago of the Friends of East Grinstead Museum.
COMPASS 27 (Autumn 2008) includes articles on East Grinstead's 17th- and 18th-century
catchment area for marriage partners and Bonfire Night in the town from 1842 to 1945, a second
instalment of the record of children's games across the area more than fifty years ago, a history of the
business and family of J.H. Skinner the florists established here in the first decade of the 20th
century, an article on H.M.S. Geranium, the ship adopted by East Grinstead in 1942, and addenda to
the listing of local dialect vocabulary. Copies, including all back-numbers, can be obtained in the
same way and at the same prices as our Bulletins, as explained on p.2 above.

THE FELBRIDGE AND DISTRICT HISTORY GROUP's handout 84 (March 2008) is devoted
to Eating and Drinking Establishments of Feibridge (part II), including, on our side of the county
boundary, the Red Lion (ignoring earlier history dealt with in our Bulletin 86) and Harts Hall Hotel.
THE WEALDEN IRON RESEARCH GROUP's NEWSLETTER 47 (Spring 2008) includes a
query whether the term 'iron mine' in a local dispute in 1263 rendersferraria (a term discussed in our
Bulletin 87) in the Latin original. The Group's journal WEALDEN IRON, second series, no.28
(2008) includes updated locations for iron sites on Ashdown Forest.
THE SUSSEX MILLS GROUP's NEWSLETTER 138 (April 2008) includes notes on Brambletye
and Dunnings mills and NEWSLETTER 139 (July 2008) has a photograph of the waterwheel at
Dunnings.
SUSSEX LIFE, vol.44, no.5 (May 2008) has another feature on East Grinstead, this time by Clive
Agran, with attractive colour photographs.

A detailed illustrated HISTORY OF FOREST ROW GOLF CLUB
Museum at £14.99.

is now on sale at the Town

EAST GRINSTEAD PARISH MAGAZINE, whose history (from 1873) and value were assessed in
our Bulletins 12 and 22, has reverted to the title it bore from 1955 to 76, the Clarion, and changed to
A4 format with colour photographs, to be published quarterly. The first issue came out in May, the
second in September. In the latter the editor is interviewed and his relevant experience outlined.
What the faithful will make of the appearance of Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) as Anus Dei one hardly
dare speculate. Perhaps a sermon on Exodus 33.23 would help.
AND FORTHCOMING
Revision of the Sussex volume of Pevsner's Buildings of England(1965) is at last under way, in three
parts. Brighton and Hove has already appeared and now Mr Nicholas Antram has embarked on
East Sussex, as defined in 1974 and so including Forest Row but not Ashurst Wood and East
Grinstead, which must await the West Sussex portion. We have promised whatever help we can
give and already have one query with which readers may be able to help: any information on the
architect Peter Gibbs and the house called Fernhill that he built for himself in Priory Road, Forest
Row, in the early 1960s. Please send any responses to me for forwarding. M.J.L.
AND NOT FORTHCOMING
On account of serious alterations to my contributions to the East Grinstead Observer I have declined
to write any historical pieces for the new amalgamated newspaper.
M.J.L.

