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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY
The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East Grinstead and its
environs. The town has a long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for the time
being to the hands of our generation. It should be our concern that such contributions as we in turn
make are worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future.

The Society arranges regular talks, discussions and visits. It produces a Bulletin of articles of local
interest and a Newsletter thrice yearly. Its 1969 report on the High Street conservation area was well
received as a basis for future policy. It is very active in monitoring all planning applications and
making representations to the authorities on planning issues and has undertaken initiatives to promote
citizenship education in local schools. It has held six exhibitions, planted trees, restored the
churchyard railings and martyrs' memorial, financed tree-ring dating of some buildings in the High
Street. It has also produced surveys of trees, seats and playground equipment, provided a plaque by
the mass grave of victims of enemy action in Mount Noddy cemetery and historical guide-maps in
the High Street, and presented seats in memory of leading former members to Sackville College and
the High Street. It has published a book of reminiscences, three sets of postcards reproducing old
photographs and three town trails (one of them also in French) and, with the Town Council,
established the now independent Town Museum.
The Society is registered as a charity (no.25 7870) and is a member of the Federation of Sussex
Amenity Societies. A copy of its constitution is available on request.
The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to represent public opinion;
the larger the membership the greater the influence. The subscription is £10 p.a., renewable on 1
January every year (except by those joining on or after 1 October). By signing a Gift Aid form
standard-rate income tax payers can increase its value by 28% at no cost to themselves. Persons
wishing only to receive the Bulletin can do so at a special rate of £5 per calendar year, payable in
advance to the Editor (address on cover).
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY

No. 91 (Summer 2007)

EDITORIAL
Alas, with only one short exception no contributions have been received for this issue from anyone
other than your editor. He has done his best to provide a variety of subject-matter and styles.
TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO
Newsletter 15 (May 1982) recorded £57.27 taken on the Society's stall at the May Fair and all
the foodstuffs sold by mid-day, 'a resounding success'. The committee had had its hundredth
meeting on 7 April. Some of its members were to draw up a report demonstrating the possibility of
Membership stood at
accommodating a stalls market in the High Street without banning traffic.
At the April meeting two police officers spoke on local road safety and traffic problems 'in
434.
constructive dialogue with their audience'. Windmills had been the subject in May.
Newsletter 16 (July 1982) reported the annual open meeting in June as 'remarkable for its lack
of controversy', clearly implying a different state of affairs in earlier years. In July visits had been
made to Sackville College and Carew Manor, and Miss Willatts had given a talk on monumental
brasses. Membership was up again, at 436.
Newsletter 17 (Sept. 1982) summarised the Society's response to the East Grinstead and
Worth district plan. The points made are still familiar, most would still be applauded, but one does
get a sense of heroic resistance of an incoming tide. The Chairman, Cedric Hartland, criticised the
critics of the new wider pavements and raised kerbs in London Road. Membership was now 402.
COVER PICTURE:
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Prince, the bearded collie,
whose relevance to East
Grinstead is explained in
the letters reprinted here
from the East Grinstead
Courier for 26 February
and 2 May 1981.
Is it too late to learn
where and when the
rescue took place?

WOULD any of your readers
remember a bearded collie
called Prince who won the
Daily Mirror "Gug Nunc"
collar for bravery some time
between 1920 and 1939?
Most of the records of this
East Grinstead dog were lost
during the Blitz, but he
rescued Hilda Bright from
drowning.
The Southern Counties
Bearded Coffie Club would
be grateful if anyone has
details on Prince as it is compiling an archive on these
"very beautiful creatures"
which are believed to have
originally come from Poland.
I would be happy to
receive any information on
behalf of the club.
(Mrs) DOROTHY JARRgrT
37 Southwell Road
West Croydon

I THANK you for your help in
-tracing Prince, the bearded
collie.
I have had an answer to my letter (Courier, February 26) from a
Mrs Hilda Bentley, 114 Moat
Road, East Grinstead. She is the
"Hilda Bright" who was rescued
by Prince.
I've been able to have a chat
with her after receiving a letter
and photograph from her. She
says she always thought her
rescuer was an Old English
sheepdog.
I have showed it to several
breeders who all say Prince is a
bearded collie. Hilda Bright , was
only ten at the time and says it
was difficult to really know just
what Prince really was.
I do thank you again for your
help in tracing details of this
clever dog.
Dorothy V. Jarrett
37 Southwell Road
West Croydon

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? (3): Mr Patrick Wood, our founder-chairman, celebrated his 80th
birthday in March, living in the Scottish Borders with Veronica his wife and busily researching and
writing up the local history of the area. Congratulations and best wishes from us all.
AS OTHERS SAW US (31) and AS WE SAW OURSELVES (21): See p.12.
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GLEBELANDS, CHURCH FIELDS AND TITHE-BARNS

M.J. Leppard

In Bulletins 88 and 90 I discussed the glebelands of the rectors of East Grinstead, mapping
with reasonable certainty the whereabouts of roughly a third of the total but leaving some 60 acres to
be identified. In seeking that area I drew attention to possibly relevant field-names: Vicars Mead
at Mudbrooks, recorded 1651-1865, Parsonshurst at New Surreys in 1754 and Church Fields at

Brookiands in 1776 and at Homestall in 1810. In the second article I mentioned John Field's claim
that glebe was originally in common fields and at enclosure left as isolated closes but could cite no
grounds for supposing that to have been so here. I also floated the possibility that that they could
once have supported a religious house; at one time Bermondsey Priory and St Albans Abbey had
rents from properties here but, since no records naming them survive, that idea too led nowhere.
The siting of Church Fields at Waldron, Heathfield and Warbieton was regarded as
'suggestive' and 'significant' by D. Macleod in 1926, though he does not make it clear how. The
parish church in each of those places, he points out, is at the southern end of a spur of land; their
Church Fields are to their south-east, north-east and east respectively, each in a valley bottom beside
running water.' The Church Field at Brookiands in East Grinstead is undoubtedly east-north-east
of the parish church, but pending access to the map on which it is named 2 I cannot locate it precisely.
The Church Field at Homestall in 1810 (divided into Upper and Lower Church Field in the tithe
award) lay between Fowl Wood and Berry Wood on the farm's western boundary, east-south-east of
the church on an east-facing slope three fields away from running water. 3 Macleod's observations
are therefore of limited relevance here and take us no further forward.
The same is true of the unsubstantiated assertion by A. Hadrian Alicroft, an often perceptive
interpreter of the landscape, 'such names as "Church Field" frequently, and I believe generally, mark
the spots where once lay the "churches" of forgotten townships. ... "church" is here to be understood
in its primary sense of "burial place". ... the original "church", if discoverable at all, frequently
presents the appearance of a wasted round barrow. Wherever his conclusions may have been
formed, I doubt they were in our part of the Weald; there seems nothing even to hint at burial places
or lost townships at our Church Fields' locations.
' 4

A simpler explanation occurs to me for our examples: that in relation to the rest of their
farms they lay towards the church, especially if its tower could be seen from them. But if that were
There is, however, a possible
the true reason, it would not help us locate the missing glebelands.
Churchlands in that
precedent at Ardingly for such a place-name to indicate lost church property.
parish was in dispute in the 13th century between the rector and William de Wakehurst, subsequently
held of the manor of Ditchling by the owner of Wakehurst. 5
Finally, the five wards into which the parish was divided for tithe purposes, Bower, Forest
(Row), West, South and Town, undoubtedly for ease of collection in a vast parish of just over 15,300
acres, may imply five tithe-barns rather than just the one by Moat Pond postulated in Bulletin 88.
As yet I can only speculate on possible sites, though it would be odd if tithe from the Town ward
were not taken to the rectorial glebe by the pond. Even with speculative sites, however, there is no
guarantee of a surviving barn to cheer me, nor any way that I know that it could be identified as a
tithe-barn rather than a secular one; and even if it could, it would not follow that its site was a
portion of the glebe. Moreover, it is quite conceivable that each ward could have had more than
one barn.
2 bound volume of Saint Hill estate
3
maps, C. 1790 [not 1776 as in Bulletin 88], now in West Sussex Record Office map in auction particulars, field 3
SJ'LO., vol.1, p.187 5 M.S. Holgate, The Place Names ofArdingly, reprinted by Ardingly History Society (2001), pp.3 if.

REFERENCES (SN. Q. = Sussex Notes & Queries): SN.Q., vol.1, pp. 148f.
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WORSTED FARM (Bulletin 90) ADDENDA

Editor

Mrs Beth Chase Grey has kindly provided a transcription of a deed of gift of Worsteds from
George Drewry yeoman of East Grinstead to his eldest son George Drewry dated 20 January 1652.
The son gained the messuage and all the freehold lands while his father retained for life a little parcel
of copyhold land called Hayes Mead, estimated at 2 acres, with all rights of access.'
Thomas Drury had been the tenant of two parts of East Worsteds in 1566, including the
house. It seems as if at some point after that the family had acquired the freehold, but the long gap
makes it difficult to be sure how this latest information fits into the story. 'Hayes Mead' may be a
mistranscription of House Mead and may correspond to the two-acre Hop Garden adjoining the house
Mrs Chase Grey adds that in 1635 a 19-year old George Drury from
in 1841 in the tithe award.
East Grinstead had sailed to New England in the Abigail, seemingly as a servant or apprentice.
There is no further record of him there, so she suggests he came back and is the son in the 1652
document, 2
A good deal is known about Nathaniel Austen, the tenant of Rutters Worsteds in 171 1.3 In
1696 he was one of the occupants of our Dorset House in the High Street. 4 He is described as a
butcher in subsequent deeds of that property, leasing a moiety of it from John Payne of Newick in
In
1710, releasing it to Thomas James in 1720 for £2506, and leasing it to John James in 1725.
1681 he was presented at Quarter Sessions for not attending church for three months', which suggests
he was a Dissenter, but in 1684-85 he served as an Overseei 3 and in 1697-99 as a Churchwarden' °.
His probate inventory, taken 19 April 1726, records him as still a butcher, i.e. breeder of livestock as
well as fleshmonger, living in an unidentified house, which may or may not be Rutters Worsteds
(where there was no house in 1841 on the tithe map) or Dorset House or some other property. Its
details could therefore be irrelevant to the study of Worsteds, save that his total wealth was
The parish register records his birth [sic] on 18 October 1658 and burial 23 March
£193.9s.2d. 1 '
1726.
Mr and Mrs Woolnough, the last owners of Worsteds before the present, believed the house to
be haunted. 12
REFERENCES: app. md. = apprentice indenture; E.G. = East Grinstead; E.S.RO. = East Sussex Record Office,
Lewes; pers. comm. = personal communication; W.S.R.O. = West Sussex Record Office
3 church terrier
W.S.R.O. AMS 29, Add Mss 27,192 & 27,193 2 pers. comms, 12 April 2004 & 13 March 2007
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E.S.R.O. SAS B161
E.S.RO. Add MS 1380 '
(W.H. Hills, History of E.G., p.74) 4 E.S.RO. SAS B427
Sussex Family Historian, vol.1, no.8, p.249 9 app. inds W.S.R.O. PAR 348133/20-22 '°
E.S.R.O. SAS B163
app. md and agreement acquired by E.G. Town Council in 1981 (E.G. Society Bulletin 31, p.3), app. inds (W.S.R.O.
" Mrs J. Collins, pers.
PAR 348/33/37-39) ' Mr P.D. Wood's transcription, in my possession (original in W.S.R.O.)
comm., April 2003
EAST GRINSTEAD AND THE WINE TRADE: In Bulletin 74 I suggested that John Gegge, the
London vintner who had our 66 High Street in 1467, had acquired property here as a useful half-way
point on the route by which wine could have been imported through Seaford or Lewes to the capital.
At the time I could cite no evidence that Seaford was a wine-port. Subsequent reading shows that
cellars used by wholesale wine-importers survive there, one with carved vines and grapes,' and that
the trade existed there in the mid-12th century 2. Co-incidentally, Dorset House, next door to 66, is
today the offices of a wine-importing business, P.L.B. Wines, and its head lives not far away.
'Sussex Archaeological Collections, vol.133, p.199 2 Sussex Family Historian, vol.17, no.2, p.87

HOSK1NS FARM

M.J. Leppard

An enquiry about Hoskins Farm created unexpected difficulties: the name could not be
traced before 1808 or the farm to which it belonged before c.1794. What it was possible to
establish is set down here, with some earlier references that may have a bearing on the history of the
property, ideally stimulating others to find solid evidence for earlier times.

Horskins Farm, on the 1808 preliminary Ordnance Survey map, is the earliest occurrence of
the name. In the same year it (or perhaps part of it, or maybe even a larger entity) appears among
the parish bounds as Riddle's Ground called Major Grange, between Spring Copse Wood and the
lane from East Grinstead to Wilderwick; Riddles Wood is named next. The draft census return
for 18112 and the church rate book for the same year 3 give Francis Riddle, farmer, with a household
of 5 males and 2 females, at Major Grange. Francis Riddle, farmer, is first found in the Universal
British Directory of 1794, which does not name his farm. In the draft church rate book for 1824
Francis Riddle's Major Grange is valued at £85 and he also holds some common land worth 17.15S . 4
The church rate valuation of the following year lists him as occupier and - Joiner, esq., as owner of
an unnamed tenement with an annual rental value of 12. l Os. 5
I can find no Joiner in any other local record; neither that name nor Riddle appears in the
1785 land tax6. The only Riddles in the parish registers (investigated up to 1812) are Francis, a
bachelor who married Mary Tobitt in 1787, and their son John, who was buried in 1790 but whose
baptism is not recorded here. Richard Tobitt, presumably the bride's father or brother, is a witness
to the wedding, but I cannot find anyone else of that family. The John Riddle who married Mary
King of East Grinstead in his parish church of St Mary Colechurch, London, in 1820 is probably
related to the local family. 7 James Riddle appears as the tenant of Hoskins Farm in the 1832 county
poll book and E. Cranstone, esq., as his landlord.' At some point, therefore, between 1825 and 32
the farm had been acquired by the Cranstons as an extension of their East Court estate.
The tithe award of 1841 gives J. Brooker as E. Cranstone's tenant at Hoskins Farm, consisting
of 131 acres 3 roods 38 perches gross, 105a. 3r. 27p. neat, of which 75 3/4 acres are arable, 19 meadow
and 11 1/2 pasture, with boundaries as mapped below. The same year's census records James
Brooker the farmer, aged 35, his wife Elizabeth, also 35, their female servant Jemima Gibbs, 15, and
two agricultural labourers, George Wheeler, 25, and Edward Geer, 14, all except Gibbs born in
Sussex. James Brooker is still there in Kelly's directory for 1845.
The 1851 census has William Coverley at Hoskings Farm, aged 46, born at Sherburn in
Yorkshire and farming 127 acres. With him are his 46-year old wife Elizabeth and their 23 yearold unmarried son, both hailing from the same parish. The household also contained two unmarried
farm-labourers, Thomas East, 20, and William Payne, 15, and a 14-year old house servant, Caroline
White, all born in East Grinstead. Coverley is still there in the 1852 and 55 Kellys.
I have not seen the 1861 census entry, but the probability is that William Goring, listed at
Hoskin's Farm in the 1862-70 Kellys, was already there then. In the 1871 census he is 66, fanning
120 acres, accompanied by his wife Ann, 71, and grandson Francis, 14, all Sussex-born. With them
are a general servant, Agnes Agent, 17, and three unmarried farm servants, James Bonwick 60,
Joseph Gatton, 22, and Richard Marden, 18, all born in Sussex except Marden, who hailed from
Surrey. Specific parishes are not recorded.
A member of a well-known local farming family took over soon after, Charles Smeed,
recorded there from Kelly's directory for 1874 all the way through to the 1911 issue. In the 1881
census he is aged 47, farming 129 acres, with his wife Ellen, 39, three sons and two daughters, all
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In July
East Grinstead born, and his 54-year old sister Esther, born at Kingsclere in Hampshire.
1890 Charles Smeed made his fields at Hosken's Farm available for the parish church's Sunday
School treat. 9 When interviewed in 1912 he was described as 'a genuine Sussex type' who had
been farming until 'less than a year ago' but who was now paying £13 in rates for 81 acres less than
he had when paying £4.' °
There are no entries for Hoskins Farm in Dixon's East Grinstead directories 'for 1913-16.
By the time Kelly's directory for 1918 was issued Sidney George Birdseye was running Hoskins'
poultry farm, telephone 118. The next three Kellys do not mention the property, but the local
directories for 1923 and 28 name W.E. Woollam, the Urban District Council's surveyor, and E.J.
Grainger respectively. Presumably it was now a private house, emphasised by the affected spelling
Hoskyns under Grainger, who had been living in mere 71 Cantelupe Road when the 1927 Kelly
(which gives his full names Edwin James Grainger) was compiled. It is Hoskins Farm once again
in the 1934 Kelly, occupied by Frank Sidney Wall, farmer, but it is not named in the edition for 1938,
though possibly it was the home of Arthur Vincent Heath, farmer, Holtye Road.
By then ribbon development along Holtye Road and the building of the Queen Victoria
Hospital had begun eating into fields that had belonged to Hoskins Farm in 1841, followed by the
creation of Stone Quarry Estate after the Second World War and then more and more housing off
Holtye Road, still in fervent progress today.
While all
Early in 1941 a one-ton unexploded bomb landed ten feet from the house.
residents within a 300-yard radius were evacuated for 96 hours the pony belonging to the farmer Mr
Coomber evacuated himself for three days till the bomb had been made safe, no-one ever knew where
to. The now harmless bomb was exhibited at the Radio Centre cinema and made £85 for the
hospital, and Head Air Raid Warden T.P. Peters received a bronze medal and parchment from the
Mr Peter Cheal has told me he thought he had
R.S.P.C.A. for his work with the distressed pony. 1
a stronger claim to a medal, for continuing to deliver to the house on his paper round.)
'

(

I cannot identify Hoskins Farm in the post-war directories, nor find anything about it from
any other sources for the period beyond the information on the building at the end of this article.
There must, though, be readers who can supply the lack.
Perhaps it was a former occupant's or owner's
Nor can I account for the name Hoskins.
name, used as a popular alternative to Major Grange until standardised by a cartographer. There is
only one Hoskins in the parish registers, however, Richard Horskins who in 1726 married Elizabeth
Best. The only other I can find in any local record is Mr Richard Hoskins, gent., taxed on twenty
shillingsworth of lands in East Grinstead Hundred in 1621 and 28 12 but not necessarily resident here.
There is possibly some connection with William Hoskin of Barrow Green, Oxted, who in 1737 was
nominated, with the vicar of East Grinstead, to let leases and receive the rents of estates in
Westerham and East Grinstead for the benefit of clergy widows in the will of Barbara Cole, née
Pickering, of East Grinstead, especially since the witnesses include Diana Riddle. 13 I leave it to
others to investigate whether the hares I have started here are pursuing the scent of red herrings.
The alternative name, Major Grange, also invites speculation that may provide a starting point
for sober research. Taken at face value, it should mean the greater home farm of an estate or
manor, with a possible Minor Grange yet to be found in any record. The fact that Hoskins Farm lay
in 1841 entirely within the bounds of the Hamlet of East Grinstead suggests it could have been the
focus of that anomalous area, within the parish of East Grinstead, but not the Hundred, and outside
the diocese of Chichester. (For what is known of the Hamlet and Hundred see articles and maps in
our Bulletins 68, 70, 73, 74, 75 and 79.) The maps overleaf tempt to further excess of speculation:

RIGHT: The area of
Hoskins Farm and its
surroundings on the
6" Ordnance Survey
map of 1873

\

OPPOSITE: Map of
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the same area on the
same scale to show
boundaries of
Hoskins Farm in
1841 and other
features mentioned
in the article, drawn
for the purpose by
Mr David Gould
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a fairly compact block that looks as if it once included Ashplats Wood, extending tidily to the track
from Estcots to Fairlight and perhaps embracing the field in the angle of Holtye Road and Sandhawes
Hill now occupied by the Larches. I have been unable to find any information relevant to this
article about Ashplats Wood, which seems to have been connected with Shovelstrode.
I have, however, flown more than enough kites crafted from the straws I have clutched at,
ands must now recognise the stern reality that we cannot say for how long the area that constituted
Hoskins Farm in 1841 had been a unit. The fields it then embraced are numbered in seven different
sequences on the 1873 25" Ordnance Survey map, suggesting that by then it had been broken up,
with only one field and one wood still associated with the farmhouse.
The field-names recorded in the tithe award are more interesting than those of many farms
(Payne's Plot, Rutland's Meadow, George's Field, Snipe Field, for example) but they do not seem to
shed any light on the farm's history. Hollands Coppice is echoed by the Haullands, in 1564 the
name of the field on the opposite side of Sandhawes Hill 14 i.e. 'hole or hollow lands', from the
precipitous falling away of the land over the county boundary. These minor names have, however,
come into their own for naming new developments: Stone Quarry Estate with its Hollands Way and
Hoskins Place, and more recently Barn Field Place and Great Field Place. Smeeds Place honours
the long-lived 19th century farmer and his family.
,
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REFERENCES:
E.G. = East Grinstead
WSRO = West Sussex
Record Office,
Chichester

ollands
Coppice
Stone
Quarry
Wood

Spring
Copse

E.G. Observer, 24

Sept. 1965 2 WSRO
PAR 348126/2/6
WSRO PAR 348/8/1
WSRO PAR 48/4/17
5 WSROPAR
348/30/1 6 published
as Sussex Record
Society vol.77
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roads and tracks

boundary of Hoskins Form in 1841

county border

boundaries of woods in 1841

boundary of Hamlet in 1564 and 1579

property named in
MS copy among E.G.
railway papers (seen
at local solicitor's),
landlord in MS notes
in East Sussex Record
Office copy published
by PBN Publications,
1992 9 parish
magazines, July and
Aug. 1890
10

Southern Weekly
News, 7 Sept. 1912

T.P. Peters,
Reminiscences of
1938-1945,pp.4, 10
12
SussexArchaeological Collections,
13
vol.20, pp. 173f.

owe this reference to
Mr L.E.W. Cole
14
Hundred inquest
(National Archives
DM2/112) 15 [W.R.
Pepper], E.G. and its
Environs, pp.47 and 95

In 1885 it was described as 'prettily
The farmhouse is not listed and has not been studied.
rose-bedecked' and with 'a rose-clustered porch'. 15 A postcard in my possession issued by Arthur
Harding in the early 20th century shows it as creeper-smothered, with glimpses of one barn in the
The chimneys at either end and what appear to be sash-windows
foreground and one behind.
I have an undated
suggest the early 19th century, even if there may be an earlier structure within.
note that a descendant of Francis Riddle, Mrs Hogg, told me it was a hall-house with a solar and no
I have
roof-plate, and that a Mrs Hunter of Forest Row had had it restored between 1947 and 52.
another undated note that a former resident, Mrs Truelove, told the stewards at the Town Museum
that she had found a child's shoe 'and other bits and pieces' in the wall. Unfortunately I had no
opportunity to follow up any of this information at the time owing to the pressures of my fill-time
employment, but perhaps it is not too late for someone to renew contact with those people.
Whose Bulletin are you reading?
Why not join the Society or become a subscriber (see p.2) to be sure of your own copy?
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'A NAI1VE'

M.J. Leppard

In 1941 and 42 the East Grinstead Observer ran a series of articles 'Memories of East
Grinstead' by 'a Native'. His identity was not revealed until the final instalment, no.46: Mr A. S.
Bridgiand. By the kindness of Mrs Joyce Leuillette I have been able to see a scrapbook in which 37
of them have been preserved, some broken off by regular handling, together with related
contributions from three readers, including a photograph of the man himself. Some other readers
are quoted in the text, and two of the articles reprint memories that had appeared in the same paper in
the past: Edward Steer's, 1899, and Jury Cramp's, 1932.
Even in the final article the author gives very little information about himself From it and a
few earlier references we learn that he joined the Board School from a dame's school in 1880, aged 6,
and left it in 1888.
Ten years later he left the town for good, though he kept in touch with family
His mother was one of the Stanfords of Lingfield, her
members and often came back on visits.
family, including her sister Mrs Avery, was brought up at Gulledge, their mother was one of the
Batchelars of Lingfield. 'Mr Bridgland of the High Street' was his uncle and at the time of writing
he had cousins Mrs Elizabeth Bass, née Hollingdale, living at Surbiton, and Mrs Liddell, née Avery.
As a lad he lived in a house with an attic from whose casement windows he could watch daily life in
a main street, he was involved with the Wesleyan Methodists, and at 14'A he joined the Volunteers.
Internal evidence suggests he was a journalist, probably supported by the initials 'M.J.I.' that appear
after his name; what words they represent I do not know but I guess the J stands for Journalism.
Mrs Leuillette tells me he was editor of The Tailor and Cutter and her uncle.
The 1881 census identifies him as Albert, the 6-year old son of Richard Bridgiand, a 34-year
House-numbering had not then reached
old tailor living in West Street and employing one man.
The household also comprised his mother
West Street, so we cannot say which house it was.
Fanny, aged 35 and born in Lingfield, his sisters Florence E., a scholar aged 3, and Mabel aged 2, and
a brother Samuel A., 2 months. Father and children were all born in East Grinstead. By the time
Pike's directory for 1886 was produced Richard Bridgiand the tailor was living at the Round Houses,
on the site of Constitutional Buildings, whose cellars are specifically mentioned in article 21 and
which must be where the attic outlook was. In the 1891 census Richard is at 18 Glen Vue (now
Railway Approach), still a tailor, and in that of 1901 he is a widower with no note of occupation
living at 67 West Street. It look as if his business, and perhaps his health, had steadily declined, but
I have not explored the family history any further, since my object is to deal with the man himself.
No doubt there are family connections still in the town who can tell us more about the Native and his
tribe. There may also be more information about him in the articles I have not seen. It is highly
desirable that the complete series be seen and copied.
The articles are not so systematic and thorough as Steer's, resembling the reminiscences of
the twenties and thirties contributed intermittently to our Bulletins by Brian Desmond, another
journalist, but generally more informative. The Native's cover much the same period as the
fictionalised Reminiscences of Old George by E.W. Young, whose Pageant of East Grinstead High
Street he applauds, and mention many of the same people, usually in more detail. The articles are
thus a useful and sometimes valuable complement to much that is already in print, and will often be
drawn on in future Bulletins, not least for addenda to subjects covered in earlier issues.
The articles in the scrapbook are nos 2, 5-9, 11-12, 14, 17-27, 29-42, 44-46 and a fragment of
an unidentified one. Portions of nos 12, 14 and 42 are missing. No dates of publication have
been preserved or recorded.
Brian Desmond's reminiscences are in Bulletins 35, 37, 38, 39, 41, 42, 45, 46, 49, 59 and 77.
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WORKERS FOR C. & H. GASSON

M.J. Leppard

Under the title 'Working for a Family Business' I contributed to Bulletin 90 some account of
what it was like in the 1940s and 50s to work for a not-untypical small family business, relying on
what I recalled from my boyhood and young manhood of my father's employment by the East
Grinstead builders' merchants C. & H. Gasson. It prompted more comments than most of my
efforts in these pages, all favourable, so similar memories of his colIagues may provide an
acceptable sequel. I will not repeat what I said in the previous article about the Gasson family,
Miss Phillips the book-keeper and Charlie Cherry in the hardware shop.
Nearest to our cottage was the wheelwright's shop, in front of which elderly Mr Charles
Clarke fixed the heated and then water-cooled metal tyres to the wheels he made. He said (I was
later told) that as a small boy I called him Mr Claaark, 'bike an ol' crow'. Wheelwrighting did not
survive his retirement, and I believe he died about the time we became his next-door neighbours in St
James's Road in 1947. His unmarried daughters continued to live at no.22, also one of Gasson's
houses: Elsie, plump and cheery, the cashier at Coatman's the High Street grocers, and Ruth, short,
thin and miserable-looking, at home as housekeeper. The Clarkes were pillars of Providence Strict
Baptist Chapel in London Road (now replaced by an extension of the Tyre Service) and could be
heard on Sundays in their front room singing hymns accompanied by Elsie on the harmonium.
When deliveries by horse and cart were being made in the road, one of the sisters would hasten
outside with a small shovel and bucket to appropriate for their garden any dung dropped by the horse.
Ruth was still living there when I came back to East Grinstead in 1974.
Across the road, in (I believe) another of Gassons' houses, lived Tom Coates, the shop
storeman, who wore brownish overalls.
Behind the shop, next to his stores, was the office,
occupied by Miss Phillips.
In an adjoining office Gilbert Wood, the company secretary, kept a
close eye on the finances.
If price-increases were announced he immediately applied them to the
stock in hand, but when decreases were promised he waited until new stock came in.
As became his status, Mr Wood was an owner-occupier, in Holtye Road.
So, less
predictably, was the yardman, Tom Caldwell (Mr Tom to little me), who was seriously deaf.
He
made his way to and from work via King George's Field, entering Gassons' yard over the fence.
One of his duties was making pimps for sale, splitting approximately 6-inch long lengths of branches
into sticks for fire-lighting by deft downward strokes of a small axe. Another of his tasks was
going into the town in the late afternoon to buy evening newspapers for any of the men who wanted
one.
In the machine-shop or joiner's shop above (I forget which) worked Mr Sloman and Mr
Rocket, as I knew him.
Pinned inside the door of a cupboard in the machine-shop were Donald
McGill-type postcards whose captions made no sense to me.
Up the staircase, which consisted of
treads and a handrail only, was a sort of wooden-walled office with a window onto the work area
where Mr Horace Gasson supervised operations. Mr Sloman (Walter, 1 think, but not to me) lived
in Council Terrace (now Northdowns Terrace) and used to take home dandelion leaves etc, from the
grounds for his rabbits. At around mid-day on 26 October 1942 I watched from our kitchen
window as he ran up a ladder faster than I have ever seen anyone doing before or since, clutching a
bucket of water to dowse a fragment of red-hot shrapnel that had landed in the gutter on the corner of
the joiner's shop from the bomb that fell in Brookiands Park. I saw the steam given off, and
eventually got the shrapnel, which I still have. Mr Rocket, I discovered long after, was actually Mr
Stevenson, though I was not corrected if I greeted his wife in the town as Mrs Rocket. George
Stevenson's pioneering locomotive accounted for his nickname.
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In the grounds a small old man, Walter Tomsett, tended the Gassons' vegetable garden aided
by his little dog, I think a terrier, which always jumped up and snapped at overflying butterflies or
birds, terrifying me more than them. He lived in Brookiands Way. (I cannot account for my
memory for where people lived, which extends also to many of my former pupils.)
The only other employee I can recall (having forgotten, for example, who actually served in

the main shop) is the only one to whom I never had to give a 'Mr', Laban Card from the Ashurst
Wood/Forest Row area.
He drove the van, a smaller lorry than my father's, kept in the large
timber-shed.
He was regarded as intellectually limited in some way that I as a child could not
possibly categorise, still less define now.
Someone went round collecting the rents from the houses owned, and often originally built,
by the Gassons in several parts of the town, I believe our neighbour at no. 161, Miss Bertha Pook, but
possibly it was Miss Phillips. An old man, Mr Little, perhaps an ex-employee or family member,
shared the house with Miss Pook (pronounced to rhyme with book).
One detail remembered since writing the last article: For a time during the war my father
served in the Auxiliary Fire Service and every day after work had to take his lorry to the fire station,
sometimes accompanied by me. I suppose the fact that he lived within the regulation four minutes
of the fire station (running in those days) had led to its being requisitioned, and he along with it as
necessary ancillary equipment at a time when few men had learnt to drive.
Some of the men mentioned in this article appear in a photograph of Gassons' staff in the late
1920s reproduced on p.18 of David Gould's Around East Grinstead.
Charles Clarke is at the far
left, young Gilbert Wood stands between the windows, and Percy Gasson is in the shop doorway.
AS OTHERS SAW US (31): 'Main Street, East Grinstead, is a half mile long. It has eight pubs,
six cafés, one cinema - and six hundred girls in search of fun. * And how the eligible tenth of East
Grinstead (population 14,000) loves it! They have, it is claimed, had their emotions on ice for too
long.' - David Powell, 'Six Hundred Girls invade town of lonely men', Today (the new John Bull), 4
* Women's Royal Army Corps from Hobbs Barracks - Ed.
Aug. 1962
AS WE SAW OURSELVES (21): 'I left East Grinstead for the U.S. in 1984, and have returned on
occasions to visit family and friends.
On this visit over Christmas, I was impressed by the look of
the town centre improvements.
After 20 years away, I come back to England and see it through
Good job, people!' - Dr Steve Trigwell, University of
tourists' eyes, and I was delighted.
Arkansas, Little Rock, letter, East Grinstead Courier, 22 Jan 2004.
AB EODEM FOLIO HYMNORUM OMNES CANTARE POSSUMIJS*: Latinised Hymns
(reviewed Bulletin 88) is now on line 'and available to be plundered' at www.latinised.hymns.org.uk .
TRUE DEVOTION: The French philosopher Simone Weil held that the communal equivalent of
marriage, a commitment to your locality unto death, demands 'that we should never expect to move
house again' .- quoted from her The Needfor Roots in the Church Times for 26 January 2007.
RUBY TIME: Next April our Society reaches its fortieth anniversary. Suggestions for marking it
will be welcomed by any of the officers. It is hoped to include something appropriate in the
Bulletin, which will best be achieved by not leaving it all to the editor, though he will be happy to
consider ideas from anyone unconfident of sufficient literary ability.
* 'We can now all sing from the same hymn-sheet.'
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THE EXTENSIVE URBAN SURVEY OF EAST GRINSTEAD

M.J. Leppard

Extensive Urban Surveys are a programme developed and funded by English Heritage to
assess the historic character of selected towns for conservation purposes. The published reports are
intended to help local planning authorities define conservation areas, assess environmental value and
archaeological potential, and identify research priorities. New original research is not expected;
rather assessment of the visible townscape and what has already appeared in,print. Appointment of
an independent specialist to cover an entire county should ensure consistency and a degree of
objectivity. Discussion with or scrutiny by competent local people has no part in the process.
The currently fashionable 'characterisation' of specific areas determines the format, with the risk of
procrustean simplifications and generalisations at the expense of more subtle and sensitive treatment.
Sussex was entrusted to an historical geographer, Dr Roland B. Harris, whose report for East
Grinstead, dated September 2005, was published in February this year. It consists of 32 pages of
text, including source-notes, colour photographs and important research questions, and 13 coloured
maps. Inevitably it had to be produced within a tight time-scale and is therefore based on
secondary sources, a wide selection of which has been used, not always very carefully read or quoted.
The presentation implies at least one brief visit.
'East Grinstead lacks an authoritative historical study such as the Victoria County History',
Dr Harris points out, though it 'has been the subject of limited archaeological and some amateur
historical interest' (1.5). Some regard this wording as derogatory, as if only professional academics
'definitive' might have been more felicitous than
can publish intellectually respectable work;
We East Grinstead amateurs can console ourselves, however, that, unlike Harris,
'authoritative'.
we have worked from primary sources (even if not always acknowledging every source in efforts
intended for a popular audience) and have a long-standing acquaintance with the topography and life
of the area. For me it is salutary to have some of my published conclusions challenged, for people
competent to do so here are few, and I must certainly reconsider my interpretation of the early road
pattern in the light of Harris's lengthy triumphalist dismissal of large parts of it (4.1.3).
However,
his representation of my views is not entirely accurate, and his employment of such phrases as
'highly speculative' and 'the paucity of the logic is evident' overlooks the equally speculative nature
of his alternative suggestions. If he had read my most recent contributions on the subject in our
Bulletins (probably published after he wrote) he would have found I have modified some of the views
he attacks. Similarly, recent work of other researchers requires correction of some of Harris's
statements; for example it is now known that Crawley had the first turnpike road in Sussex and that
Newbridge on Ashdown Forest was the second blast furnace in England (3.3.1).
I have sent a list of errors I have detected and points with which I disagree to the West Sussex
official responsible for producing the volume, but have had no response, not even an
acknowledgement. The main ones are summarised on the next page, for the record, since no
revisions of the reports are to be published.
By far the most serious of my criticisms, however, is of map 13, 'Historic Environment
Value', on which most of the High Street scores the maximum 5 but the north-west section between
London Road and Cantelupe Road is awarded 2 and lumped in with West Street, Queens Road,
This disrupts the unity of our officially outstanding
Railway Approach and London Road.
conservation area and ignores archaeological, historical and aesthetic considerations.
'Bear in
mind', says the county's covering letter, 'that these are technical reports ... not policy documents'.
Nevertheless developers, planners and councillors are likely to treat them as gospel and act
accordingly. For everyone else, though, 'characterisation' will eventually go out of fashion, and the
reports' overviews of existing knowledge and research questions will gradually become out-dated.
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1.5.1, note 4: East Grinstead Museum Compass should be added to the list.
1.5.2 (and 2.4.3): Archaeological investigation behind 11 High Street yielded a 9th-12th century
potsherd and other mediaeval fragments; see East Grinstead Society Bulletin 80. It must be borne
in mind that lowering the High Street in 1826 and 28 removed everything above the natural level.
2.1:

The Kent/Sussex border is N.E. of the town, not N. of it; the Surrey/Sussex border is N.

3.1.1: 'It remains pure speculation as to what place the name [grenestede] referred to': My
suggestion that it referred to the site of the town (Sussex Archaeological Collections, vol.129) was
argued, not asserted; neither Harris nor anyone else has produced arguments against or proposed an
alternative. (I would, however, now define the grenestede less narrowly than I did.)
3.1.2: 'The dedication to an Anglo-Saxon saint (in this case Swithun) is hardly proof of preConquest origins' for the parish church: I never claimed it was proof, my wording was 'implies'.
(S.A. C., vol. 142).
3.1.3: 'Certainly it is clear that in the 11th century there was no nucleated settlement in the area':
A very confident assertion of a negative proposition, ignoring the implications of the Domesday
Book population of Brambletye (S.A.C., vol.142).
3.2.2: 'It is probable that the brotherhood [of St Katherine] assisted the vicar': This wording could
suggest Harris thinks it was a brotherhood of priests, whereas it was a lay organisation whose
chaplain definitely assisted the vicar (&A. C., vol.109).
3.3.1: Quarter Sessions were also significant (S.A.C. 118 & 125); the martyrs were burnt in 1556,
not 1555, and we cannot be sure how many came from the parish [3.3.2] (Bulletin 87).
4.1.3: The early road patterns deserve a fully argued article, which I hope I may write before long.
4.3.1: 74-76 High Street is not 'a good example' of brick replacing timber and stone in the 18th
century; it dates from c. 1879 (note in H. Connold's photograph album in public library; early
photographs show a framed building with rendered front here); perhaps Dorset House was meant.
5.3.6: Stone-cladding of the Playfield water tower was not 'apparently' a deliberate echo of the
church and college but definitely; it was required in the Act authorising it (Bulletin 9). The
current Mid Sussex/Thornfleld proposals and rash of small residential redevelopments make Queens
Road, London Road, etc. far more vulnerable than Harris allows; Caffyn's is already doomed.
Maps: Some labelling has gone astray, e.g. at church; boundary of conservation area is not shown
on any of them.
Map 4: Long-replaced Zion Manse still shown as listed building.
Map 6: Key has two categories whose orange colouring I cannot distinguish apart; vicarial glebe is
hardly 'irregular', though maybe anomalous.
Map 8: The College did not initially occupy all the area marked (RH. Wood, Short account of
Sackville College), which is coloured as 'public'; 'institutional' would be more accurate.
Map 9: Part of Constitutional Buildings site is marked 'vacant' in 18th century, when it was
occupied by the Round Houses (Bulletin 20); the 'irregular historic plots' off London Road are
puzzling since they are not identified in any way.
The print-run for these reports is very small, with no copies for public sale. The East Grinstead
survey may be consulted in the Public Library and in the research room at the Town Museum.
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THE EAST GRINSTEAD EXTENSIVE URBAN SURVEY RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Dr Harris challenges archaeologists and historians to address the following questions, which
are reprinted here in full in view of their importance.
To some extent they have been partially
tackled in work already in print (e.g. dendrochronological reports) or in progress but unpublished
(e.g. your editor's continuing researches). Relevant responses will be welcomed for our Bulletin.
Pre-urban activity

1 What was the nature of the palaeo-environment (ancient environment), and the prehistoric,
Roman, and Anglo-Saxon activity in the area?
Origins

2 What was the location, form and construction detail of the medieval church(es)?
3 What was the extent of the churchyard at the time of the setting out of the burgages and, even,

before?
4 What evidence is there for a market or focal place prior to the town and, even, church?
5 What was the road layout in the 13 th century, how did this evolve, and how did it relate to earlier
routes?
6 Was the extent of the town as recorded in the 1564 survey realized immediately in the 13th

century, or can different phases of burgage plots be discerned?
Later medieval town

7 How have the tenements/burgage plots developed to the plots that survive today?
8 What were the extent and origins of the manor of Rowses on the east side of Church Lane?
9 What documentary and archaeological evidence is there for late medieval decline?
10 What evidence can the standing buildings provide for their function and date (i.e. through
dendrochronoloy), especially those on the main High Street?
Post-medieval town

11 What different zones (e.g. social differentiation, or types of activity: especially consider
industries) were there during this period, and how did they change?
12 How were the medieval and early post-medieval buildings adapted for new functions and
changing status (e.g. creation of carriageways, or subdivision of hail houses)?
13 What was the nature of the area subsequently occupied by Sackville College?
Our Society's Newsletter will deal with the committee's response, produced independently of the
discussion above and not yet seen by its writer.

EAST SUSSEX RECORD OFFICE:

Among accessions noted in the county archivist's report for

April 2005-March 2006 are a copy of a 1641 map of the manor of Bower in East Grinsted (accession

9355), genealogical notes on the Martin family of Forest Row in the 20th century (9224) and records
of Forest Row primary school 1951-54 (9364).

RECENT PUBLICATIONS
Ruth Thomas, THINGS To MAKE AND MEND (Faber & Faber, 2007, £12.99) Review by S.R. Kerr
At last a book set largely in East Grinstead that doesn't go on endlessly about its association
In fact the East Grinstead portrayed in Ruth Thomas's book is a truly dreary,
However,
boring and straight-laced place, but then this is always true in a fifteen-year old's eyes.
locals will swiftly spot that reality is somewhat askew in this version of our market town.
with so-called cults.

The author sets the principal character first as a schoolgirl at St Hilary's, the elite girls'
school, and later as a single mum working in a clothing-alteration shop called In Stitches in company
with two co-workers.
In the real world I think you would struggle today to find such an
establishment anywhere west of Warsaw.
However, the author does manage to drop local streetOther than this
names such as London Road and mentions the old buildings in the High Street.
reality-check, the reader won't discover much about East Grinstead at all.
I will not rest until someone manages to dig up the reason behind the book's setting, and then
perhaps I look forward to treating the author to a large glass of champagne. After all, when it
comes to marketing my main aim as the town's tourism officer is to plug the name of the product,
which this book does in spadefulls.
BRIEF NOTICES by the Editor

An admirably produced new edition of the FOREST ROW OFFICIAL GUIDE appeared in 2006,
including excellent colour photographs by Susie Kemp of aspects of the village at different seasons
and generously-scaled coloured street-maps of the village and of Ashurst Wood. [Free from village
shops and the East Grinstead tourist information desk]
EAST GRINSTEAD MUSEUM COMPASS 23 (Summer 2007) includes an article on 33 High Street
(demolished to make way for Cantelupe Road), notes on 39 High Street, the Crown and the Studio in
Cantelupe Road, extracts from the Sussex County Magazine on fire-raising on Ashdown Forest in
1934 and 35, and a review of the new Town Museum by this Society's former secretary, D.G. Joyce.

SUSSEX LIFE for June 2007 has an article by Janet McMeekin with photographs by Kate Eastman,
'Ten reasons to move to East Grinstead', in which traffic is the only 'downside'. Lucky us!
A new magazine devoted to property for sale in Sussex, HOMES LIFESTYLE (June 2007), edited
by David Somerville, proud former pupil of Sackville School, has a very well-illustrated unattributed
feature 'Focus on East Grinstead, the centre of the universe?'. The 'plethora of religious
organisations' accounts for this characterisation but does not dominate a balanced account, fuller than
the Sussex Life article mentioned above but equally compelling. Lucky us, again! - but how will
we cope with all the readers who will now want to move here?
The Heritage Volunteers Committee of the East Grinstead Decorative and Fine Arts Society has
a 38produced, SACKVILLE COLLEGE, EAST GRINSTEAD: RECORDS OF THE COLLEGE,
page classified guide to their whereabouts in local and national repositories intended as the essential
vade mecum of any researcher. Reference copies are held in East Grinstead library and museum,
sale copies are available at the museum and college [price not stated].
This Society's Bulletin 69, an INDEX OF PERSONAL NAMES IN Wit. HILLSS HISTORY OF
EAST GRINSTEAD, has been reprinted in handy A5 format [1 at East Grinstead Town Museum].

