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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY
The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East Grinstead and its
environs. The town has a long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for the time
being to the hands of our generation. It should be our concern that such contributions as we in turn
make are worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future.
The Society arranges regular talks, discussions and visits. It produces a Bulletin of articles of local
interest and a Newsletter thrice yearly. Its 1969 report on the High Street conservation area was well
received as a basis for future policy. It is very active in monitoring all planning applications and
making representations to the authorities on planning issues and has undertaken initiatives to promote
It has held six exhibitions, planted trees, restored the
citizenship education in local schools.
It has also
churchyard railings and financed tree-ring dating of some buildings in the High Street.
produced surveys of trees, seats and playground equipment, provided a plaque by the mass grave of
victims of enemy action in Mount Noddy cemetery and presented seats in memory of leading former
members to Sackville College and the High Street. It has published a book of reminiscences, three
sets of postcards reproducing old photographs and three town trails (one of them also in French) and,
with the Town Council, established the now independent Town Museum.
The Society is registered as a charity (no.257870) and is a member of the Federation of Sussex
Amenity Societies. A copy of its constitution is available on request.
The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to represent public opinion;
the larger the membership the greater the influence. The subscription is £10 p.a., renewable on 1
January every year (except by those joining on or after 1 October). By signing a Gift Aid form
standard-rate income tax payers can increase its value by 28% at no cost to themselves. Persons
wishing only to receive the Bulletin can do so at a special rate of £5 per calendar year, payable in
advance to the Editor (address on cover).
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY

No. 90 (Winter 2006-07)

EDITORIAL
Once again the bulk of this issue can be characterised as 'work in progress', a function for which it is
ideally suited. Thus in the following pages the treatment of a new subject, Worsted Farm, cannot
be said to have told the whole story or solved all the puzzles. But, as the space devoted to revisiting
the Glebe and Coombe shows, such incomplete efforts stimulate information and comment from
others complementing further research by the original author. Similarly, old friends and new names
feeding material into the main article make for a far fuller account than would otherwise be possible
and help ensure that the editor is not writing the whole Bulletin himself.
TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO
Newsletter 13 (January 1982) quoted the East Grinstead Courier editorial of 3 December
1981: 'The combined efforts of the town council, the East Grinstead Society and many individuals
have not stopped the onward march of developers, speculators and builders. The town is being
littered with the follies of the planners' - and much more in the same outspoken tone. Members,
the Newsletter reported, assured the committee it was not apathy that kept them from meetings but
the number and variety of competing activities and interests.
Coffee at meetings and charges for
attending had been suggested.
Estimated costs of £450 led to dropping regilding and generally
refurbishing the town signs at Felbridge and Ashurst Wood as the project for 1982. Adult members
had extended the Juniors' seats survey to cover the whole civil parish. No success had attended
private representations to the occupants of Constitutional Buildings 'who regularly festoon its various
walls with fixed and portable signs in varying positions, and who totally ignore all monitions from the
District Council, to which we have several times complained about these insensitive eyesores.'
Following the Minister's overriding of objections to building on the market site in Cantelupe Road,
we favoured a return to the High Street on Saturdays with partial. closure of the road, though not to
public service vehicles. The new library, tree preservation orders, the cemetery chapels, the street
map in King Street, parking on footpaths and the Playfield, unswept gutters, a proposed bottle bank
and delays on the A22 all kept the committee well occupied.
Newsletter 14 (March 1982) continued lambasting 'planning follies', including developments
in West Street and the flats proposed for the St Leonard's Hospital site. A rare positive paragraph
praised the developers of the Hermitage for their 'considerable feeling for the great potential of this
site with its fine trees, its topography and view' and their endeavour to retain what they could. The
committee supported the Bluebell Railway extension project. Membership had fallen from 480 to
430 since the last Newsletter.
Bulletin 32 (Spring 1982) included important articles on the iron slabs in the parish church,
Bedlams Bank [the Whitehall area], the Fowle family of clockmakers, our town bands and the
Garland Road bus garage by Miss R.M. Willatts, P.D. Wood, M3. Leppard and David Gould.
COVER PICTURE: The Ship Street tennis courts, one of a series drawn by Edward F. Skinner in
1893 and published by Frederick Tooth. Other pictures by Skinner have already appeared in
Bulletins 74, 75 and 76 and what is known about him is printed in Bulletin 75.
AS OTHERS SAW US (30): 'Hearing that we came from East Grinstead someone said to us on
holiday: 'Isn't that where the East Grinstead sisters come from? They did a wonderful job with
their schools in our part of South Africa.' AS WE SAW OURSELVES (20): 'Martyrs and
Convent sisters, the Queen Victoria Hospital and the Forest. What a goodly heritage we have here
in East Grinstead.' - both Geoffley Wynne, East Grinstead Courier, 3 Dec. 1981
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THE UNIDENTIFIED GLEBELANDS OF EAST GRINSTEAD

M.J. Leppard

In my article 'The glebelands of East Grinstead parish church' in Bulletin 88 I succeeded, to
my satisfaction (and I hope other people's), in identifying and mapping the 'home farm' of our glebe,
About half the original half-hide of
tenanted in 1535 by Thomas Saxpeys, but not the rest of it.
c.1 100, as conventionally measured, or about a third of the 88 acres of 1341, was thus accounted for,
leaving some 55V2 to 58'/2 acres to be located, tenanted in 1535 by Edward Mercer and John Payne.
I drew attention to an area of rectorial land called Coleslond, mentioned just once, in 1292,
I also listed a few ecclesiastical-seeming field-names
somewhere near the town to its south-east.
recorded a century and more after the secularisation of the glebe and cast a desperate eye over
Placeland, adjoining the area mapped, but could not establish any connections with the glebe.
I did not consider, however, a sequence of documents relating to tithes which contain a few
Although they give no clues to location, they
references to glebeland other than the 'home farm'.
take the search a little further forward, potentially a long way if they can inspire anyone to find
related documents with more informative wording.
In 1560 the Crown granted to Richard Bakere and Richard Sackville, knight, glebelands,
tithes and other profits in Forrestward, Bowerward and Westwarde in East Grinstead, parcel of the
rectory there and granted at the dissolution of Lewes Priory to Anne of Cleves, with yearly values of
£8.13s.4d., together with the advowson of the church in socage as of the manor of East Greenwich.'
In 1566 Thomas Sackevyle knight Lord Buckhurst and his wife Cicely sold to John Walton gent.
'three parts of all tithes of hay and sheaves arising out of the rectory of Estgrynsted and out of 60
The three parts of the tithes
acres of land to the said rectory belonging in Estgrynsted'. 2
correspond to the three wards (of five altogether) mentioned in 1560, and the 60 acres (a round
number) match admirably the calculated 55V2 to 58'i'2 acres required to reconstruct the original glebe.
Somehow Lord Buckhurst regained these 'Glebe lands and tithes arising in Forestrewe Ward
Bowre Ward and West Ward, formerly parcel of the parsonage', as itemised in a lease for 99 years to
John Turner of Tablehurst gent. in 1580. Under the heading 'Rectorie impropriate with Tithe of
Haie' this lease is duly cited in the Buckhurst Terrier of 1597/98, 'glebe lands' and all, at a rent of
£22.
This entry is among 'lands annexed or belonging to the manor of Imberhorne', though not
included in the total of the rents they pay.
Possibly, therefore, the 60 acres became treated as part
of that manor and could be traced in its records, but more likely they were sold off, as eventually the
tithes were.
A series of documents enables us to trace the descent of these tithes from 1 623 5 onwards but
there is no further mention in any of them of the associated glebelands.
Although the trail ends there, at least for now, something more may be said about the
According to John Field, glebe was originally in
ecclesiastical field-names mentioned above.
However, I know no evidence that the
common fields and at enclosure left as isolated closes.'
fields cited were in areas that were once common land, so this explanation is best put aside.
Another possibility that occurs to me is that they could once have supported a religious house; at
one time Bermondsey Priory had lOs. p.a. rent in Grenstede and St Albans Abbey 20s. 7 but no
records have survived naming the properties from which they arose. William atte Solere, who died
in 1347, held tenements here of the abbot of St Albans but they are not identified. 8
2 Feet of Fines (S.RS., vol.20, p.428)
(S.R.S. = Sussex Record Society) ' Patent rolls, Elizabeth, vol.1, p.375
East Sussex Record Office, S.A.S. RF 12/24 "S.R.S., vol.39, p. 55 5 Settlement of debts of Richard Earl of Dorset (as
note 3, 12/34) 6 A history of English field-names (1993), p.188 7 Taxation of Pope Nicholas, 1291, as in Chichester
cathedral chartulary (S.R.S., vol.46, p.327) 8 Calendar of inquisitions post mortem, vol.9, Edward III, no. 110

WORSTED FARM: I THE NAME

M.J. Leppard

Worsted Farm, just under a mile east-south-east of East Grinstead parish church, has a name
at least 900 years old that defies definitive interpretation.
The earliest recorded forms are Wiresteda in c. 1120', Wirsted 12222, Wytherestede 1 257',
Wirsted and Wyrsted4 1279, Wyrstede 1296 5 and 1300/016.
Worsted and Worsteds, the forms
7
familiar to us, are used indifferently from 1 546 onwards.
Current received pronunciation is as for
the similarly-spelt cloth, the first syllable as in Worcester, not as in the personal names Worth or
Worlock. The form Oasted Farm on the Ordnance Survey preliminary map of 1808 betrays a local
vernacular pronunciation, with no initial w8 and a lengthened vowel. To make something like a
recognisable word of this, the parish register rendered it as Hostead in 1753 and the 1841 census
enumerator wrote Hostess Farm. An alternative vernacular pronunciation, or possibly
rationalisation, is Worster's Farm in 1885, with the additional information that it 'rejoices in the
name "Kill Puddings ... 9
.

The editors of The Place-names of Sussex, who (before any in the 16th century) knew only the
1257 and 1279 forms quoted above, wrote 'It may be that this difficult name is a compound of Old
English wiber, 'against', hence 'opposite' and stede, in which case the name would be a parallel to
the Geinsted in Westergate. It is difficult to be sure to what it was regarded as opposite, possibly to
Fairlight Farm across the valley."' )
It could, I think, equally have been regarded as opposite the
green stede that had given name to the Hundred and site to the church.
The assumption is 'stede
opposite some reference point' but it could equally bear the interpretation 'place opposite a particular
stede', which perhaps strengthens the case for relating it to the original green stede.
In 1995 Carole Hough, a lecturer in English language at the university of Glasgow, reassessed
the citations and interpretation in The Place-names of Sussex.
She objects that the proposed
explanation is 'very unusual' and the lost Geinsted itself of uncertain meaning.
Secondly there is
no evidence in the surviving literature that wiper could mean 'opposite', and thirdly the suggested
interpretation makes little sense. She next considers a suggestion by Barrie Cox, a special professor
in place-name studies at the university of Nottingham, that the first element is the personal name
Wihthere, on the strength of the e in the middle of Wytherestede [and, we may perhaps now add,
Wiresteda], but notes that personal names are rare in combination with stede and the e may well be
intrusive.
Wiper, moreover, has never been found in any other place-name but the phrase on
wierstede has recently been found as a late- lOth/early-1 ith century gloss corresponding to the Latin
in substitutione, 'in substitution'. She acknowledges that its significance in a place-name is not
immediately obvious but could relate in some way to tenure or ownership of the land, possibly
exchange for something else, perhaps other land nearby." To identify or suggest an exchange or
substitution involving Worsted Farm requires relevant evidence before c. 1120 or some strong
indications soon thereafter, but I know none and therefore resist the temptation.
A simpler, absolutely literal, interpretation occurs to me, plausible if the original green stede
was a larger area than I once thought: 'against [the border of the green] stede'.
The nickname Kill Puddings has been explained to me by Robin Streatfield, whose forebears
used the farm in the late- 19th and early-20th century. One Sunday when the resident family went
to church they left a somewhat simple junior member to watch a pot over the fire. It began to boil
over, and the young man, fancying some live creature was struggling out, took a gun and shot it.
The story originated before the Streatfields' occupation, perhaps in the time of their predecessor,

William Payne, given the traditional reputation of some members of that extensive tribe for limited
powers of intellect'2

II THE HISTORY M.J. Leppard
with contributions from Beth Chase Grey, Rosalind Chislett and Robin Streatfield
The first document to mention Worsted is a deed of c.1 120 whereby Robert de Dena and his
wife Sibyl give Lewes priory the church of Waldron and lands there and Homewood in East
Grinstead and the prior quitclaims to them 'the land of Wiresteda and of Lefsi of Haseldena" 3 , i.e. he
renounces any rights over that land. This seems to be an exchange, but to interpret it as the
transaction which, according to Hough, could explain the name Worsted founders on the fact that it is
a name already in existence. Unfortunately there is no record of how the priory acquired
Wiresteda, or believed it had done so. The new holders, the de Denas, were lords of Brambletye.
In 1222 John Montague reached agreement with Ralph of St Bride over his (Montague's)
right to one virgate of land in Wirsted that he held of St Bride on payment of £2.6s.8d.' 4 I have
been unable to establish anything about the latter, but Montague was lord of Brambletye and
Lavertye. Presumably the virgate (about 30 acres on conventional reckoning) was part of the land
acquired from the priory by the de Denas, and St Bride had tried to assert some right over it.
In 1257 John of Scholuestrode [Shoveistrode] bought for £2 a messuage and 34 acres once
held by Sygardus de Wytherestede from Thomas de Aidham and his wife Isabel. 15 The de Aidhams
were by now the lords of Brambletye and Lavertye. The areas and prices in 1222 and 1257 are
sufficiently similar for it to be conceivable that the same land is changing hands in both transactions
but we could equally be looking at two different parts of Worsted - or even no part, since Sygardus
could have held other land besides that from which he took his surname, or indeed none of it; he
Nevertheless a
could have taken the family name with him to somewhere quite different.
Sygardus
is
not
necessarily
the
Shoveistrode connection is found in the later history of Worsted.
most recent tenant of the land conveyed; legal documents often name a much earlier holder, usually
(I think) the earliest known, in order to indicate precisely the property and title involved. If that is
so here, then the probability is greater that it is Worsted, or a part of it, that is the subject of the
transaction.
The Place-names editors' 1279 citation is of a personal name from an unpublished assize roll
which I have not seen.
A Brambletye connection seems to have persisted in 1296 when Thomas de Wyrstede pays
is. 1 '/4d. in the tithing of Brambletye' 6, one of the lowest sums there. In this subsidy the names
from Ashurst and Shovelstrode tithings are silently included with those of Brambletye, but Thomas is
in the Brambletye section of the list. Even so, like Sygardus, he is not necessarily living at the
property from which his name was derived.
The last of the early citations, in 1300/01, is from a grant by Alexander le Fughel to William
son of Geoffrey ate Solere of an annual rent of 3s.8V2d. which John son of Alexander de Wyrstede is
accustomed to pay for lands that he holds of the said Alexander [le Fughel] in East Grinstead by
payment of a thistle on Christmas Day. 17 Again, though, the land in question is not necessarily any
part of Worsted. It may be significant that among the witnesses is Roger de Shelvestrode (misread
in the catalogue as 'Mulnestrode').
Then, as so often - and so frustratingly - happens with local records, there is no more
documentation of Worsted until the mid- 16th century. In 1546 the crown granted to Sir John Gage
the manor of Shoveistrode, including 2s.6d. rent for 4 crofts, parcel of land called Worsted, held by
18
Edmund Aufraye and a copyhold croft in Worstedde containing 1 1/2 roods held by Edmund Page.
This is not necessarily the whole of Worsted; other parts might have been included also without

VA
being specifically identified, or there could have been areas of Worsted outside this manor.
In his will dated 30 July 1566 Thomas Hasell, pewterer of London, left to his eldest son,
Baptist, a parcel of ground called the More occupied by - Weston and an adjoining little orchard,
both parcel of Worsted occupied by Thomas Drury, and a rent of 20s. arising out of them. To his
third son, Thomas, he bequeathed his mansion house, barns and other edifices called Worsteds
occupied by Thomas Drury, and to his fifth son, Charles, his land called Worsteds occupied by John
at Tree.' 9 In a codicil dated 31 July 1567 he gives his youngest son, Benedict, the lands in East
Grinstead occupied by John Trye and worth £5 p.a. that he bought at the previous Christmas. Trye
is regularly found as an alternative from of Tree or at Tree at this period. (Hasell's other bequests
included Rowses and a burgage identifiable as 30-32 High Street. Some documents relating to
them with vague references to 'other tenements' have a bearing on the descent of Worsted, as shown
below.)
The next specific reference to Worsted comes in the will of Robert Freer, gentleman of East
Grinstead, dated 4 November 1586, in which he leaves to his wife Dorothy four parcels of his
tenements called Worsteds, viz the Roweland, the New Meade (for the most part now sown with
wheat), the Flaxen Meade and the Myne Pitt Field and his parcel of farmland called Pagesse Meade.
That these are the four crofts held by Edmund Aufraye and the copyhold croft held by Edmund Page
in the grant of 1546 seems to be confirmed by the bequest to his son Steven of all his lands and
tenements called Worsteds alias Aufrey's Worsteds which he late bought of the Hasells, saving his
wife's interest in the portion already listed .20
It is apparent from the wording 'Aufrey's Worsteds' that by now the original Worsted had
been divided into at least two parts, a conclusion confirmed by two entries under freeholders in the
manor of Buckhurst in the Buckhurst Terrier of 1597/98. The heirs of Thomas Hasle of London,
pewterer, hold by Knight's service Worsteds, farelegh [Fairlight] and Farthing Croft, 40 acres,
sometime John Cowpers, afterwards Marshalls, and after Rutters, bounded by Thomas Lullingdon
west, the Queen's highway to Forest Row south, Worsteds east and John Temple's Fairligh north,
rent 11 Y2d.
John Avery holds by Knight's service land called Worsted and Coupers, sometime
Thomas Coups [Cooper's] and William Marshall's, rent 3'/2d., acreage not stated. 2 '
Evidently a
single holding had been split some three or four generations ago at least, the eastern part now held by
Avery, the western descending via Rutter to Hasell, and both acquired by Sir Thomas Sackville for
his manor of Buckhurst which incorporated various lands from miscellaneous sources. It is not
possible to assigns dates to the former holders named, though there is some indication in the fact that
Thomas Rutter, first recorded here in 152422, is last mentioned in 153723; there are no Rutters in the
parish registers, which begin in 1558.
Aufrey is not mentioned among them, possibly because
Sackville does not want to acknowledge that he actually holds any of Worsteds of the manor of
Shovelstrode (we know he disguised such dependence in other entries), perhaps because it was
simply not necessary to enumerate every previous holder. The bounds do not permit precise
mapping but give a general indication of location.
Staying with explicit statements about Worsted, we come next to the inquest into the
properties of William Listney in 1640, which found that in 1624 Robert Tredcraft of Horsham, gent.,
and his son and heir Listney Treadcroft had granted to William Listney two messuages and lands
called Worsteds for life, then to his wife Anne and then to Robert Treadcroft, an arrangement
confirmed in William's will dated 12 January 1637.24 We can construct a trail of probable implied
references to Worsted back from this document as far as the will of Henry Duffield" in 1523, via the
will of Thomas Hasell in 1566, as hinted above in the discussion of that document, and the sale of
Rowses and 'other tenements' to Richard Lysney by Baptist and Thomas Hasell in 158426. William
Listney is thus one of the 'heirs of Thomas Hasle' holding the western part of Worsted in 1597/98.

In 1711, according to the church terrier 27 Rutters Worsteds (the
western portion) was owned by John Pickering gent. and its tenant was
Nathaniel Austen. Worsteds, the eastern portion, was owned by John
Earle with Richard Goodwyn as tenant. The two parts were responsible
for maintaining 9 feet and 8 feet respectively of the churchyard wall, an
obligation that must have originated at an early date when Worsted
counted as one of the principal settlements in the parish.
The probate inventory of Nathaniel Austen, a butcher, survives 28 ,
but, since he did not necessarily live at Rutters Worsteds and since he
might well have used other farms as well, it would be unwise to quote
from it as evidence for the history of Worsted. No farmhouse is shown
in 1841 in the area of the tithe map that can be identified as Rutters
Worsteds; one is certainly not mentioned in the next available document,
John Pickering's will of 11 October 1720, in which he bequeaths to his
mother Barbara the barn and 30 acres of land called Worsteds occupied by
Nathaniel Austin29 .
On her death on 11 Nov. 1721 her estate passed to
Barbara, who had married the
her daughters Barbara and Katherine.
Rev. George Cole of Westerham in 1721 30, was a widow when she made
her will on 23 September 1737, leaving to her sister Katherine, the wife of
Francis Green, gent., 'her part of that Land called the Worsteds ... which
said land we now enjoy. 31
Francis Green was an East Grinstead
attorney32 .
A deed of 1739 relating to Benchfield gives among its bounds
Worsteds west and north and the lane to George Earles east. 33 George
Earles is obviously John's successor at the other half of Worsted and the
lane is our Worsted Lane.
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In 1748 Francis Green and his wife conveyed to William Cranston
of Johnson's Court, St Bride's, London, a barn, close, arable, meadow,
pasture and wood land called Worsteds, estimated at 30 acres and
occupied by Daniel Doube11 34, the innkeeper at the Crown from at least
1739 to 1761.

FAIR L

If
James Tomsett from Hostead was buried on 23 June 1753.
there was indeed no farmhouse at the western Worsted - none is
mentioned in the deed of 1748 just quoted - then he must have occupied
the eastern one.
Daniel paid the land tax for the Worsteds in 1757 36 Two years
later Catherine, daughter of Francis Green's son Edward of Frampost,
married John, second son of William Cranston, who was to build the
present East Court 'mansion' in 1769. The western part of Worsteds
thus became part of the East Court estate and eventually lost its
distinguishing name. A deed of 1768 refers to it in the same terms as
that of 1748, occupied now by James Doube11 38, who had succeeded
Daniel at the Crown.
In the land tax of 1785, although no place-names are given, the
property with a rental value of 0.18s. owned and occupied by John
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Balcomb39 can be identified (in the light of the deeds considered next)
with the eastern part of Worsteds. By a deed of settlement dated 12
November 1791 William Smith carpenter and his wife Hannah, a daughter
of John Balcomb yeoman deceased, conveyed to George Sawyer, mercer,
in trust their share of the moiety [half] of the Worsteds, a messuage,
tenement and lands estimated at 50 acres, that John Balcomb had
bequeathed in his will of 27 September 1785 to be divided equally
between his daughters Hannah and Susanna. On 15 February 1792
Susanna Balcomb, spinster, leased her portion to Mr Thomas Turli for a
year at a peppercorn rent. On 1 November 1798 Richard Edwards
yeoman and his wife Susanna (late Balcomb) leased to James Moore of
Mitcham, phisick gardiner, for 5s. a messuage, tenement, two barns,
stable, hop-kiln, cart-sheds, yard, garden, orchard, arable, meadow,
pasture and wood called the Worsteds estimated at 80 acres. 40 Such
leases for a year are always followed the next day by a full lease, hence
the negligible sums paid for them. James Moore was largely
responsible for the growth of the Mitcham herb industry, making his
fortune from his famous Mitcham lavender water ' Richard Edwards is
listed as a farmer and freeholder of the county in the Universal British
Directory for 1794; no farm is named but it was probably Worsted.
The lease of 1798 contains the clause 'the copyhold or customary land will
be surrendered according to the custom of the manor of Shovester Wood
[Shoveistrode] to the lord by the rod'. Although it is not indicated
which part of the farm is copyhold, this illuminates the 16th century
references to Worsted in the manor of Shoveistrode. (It may be that the
western portion lay in a different manor, but we have no clues.)
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By 1811 Edward Cranston had acquired the eastern portion; the
church rate book for that year lists 'Worsteads West and East' among his
properties.42 In the draft church rate book for 1824 his Worsteds is rated
at £35, paying 17s.6d. 43 His tenant there in the 1832 county poii book is
John Ray.44
John Ray is still occupying 'Little Worsteds' in the tithe award of
1841, an area of 101 acres 0 roods 7 perches gross, clearly from the map
the eastern portion. The western is not named on the map or in the text
but can be identified as one of three discrete parcels listed in the award
under East Gate [Estcots] Farm. The bounds of these two areas are
copied from the tithe map on the one accompanying this article (specially
prepared for it by Mr David Gould). It is impossible to say whether they
were also the boundaries of the two parts of Worsted in the 16th century,
still less of the area bearing that name in the 11th century. (From the
book of reference for the 1873 25" Ordnance Survey map it is obvious
that the Little Worsted of 1841 had by then lost about half its fields, which
underlines the need for caution over any thought of immutable ancient
boundaries.) The 'neat' area (i.e. the actual cultivated land) of Little
Worsted is given as 74ac.3r.8p., of which 50'/2 acres were arable, 13V2
meadow and 11 pasture. The field-names are singularly uninformative
for our purposes, except the Bog and orchard adjoining the house, which
almost certainly correspond to the More and little orchard in 1566 in the
will of Thomas Haselles; 'moor' in local usage denotes overgrown
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swampy places. The gross area of the part absorbed into East Gate Farm, also used by John Ray, is
20ac.0r.30p., 24.2.3 8 neat, 7 '/2 acres arable, 13 meadow and 4¼ pasture. The field-names here are
equally unrevealing. for the historian.
In the 1841 census John Ray, aged 65, is the Sussex-born farmer of 'Hostess Farm'.
With
him are William Monk, a 40-year old shoemaker, Maria Monk, 30, John and William Monk, 12 and 9
respectively, presumably their children, all born in Sussex, and also Elizabeth White a 13-year old
lodger born outside the county and two agricultural labourers, John Lusted, 20, and William Butcher,
15, both born in Sussex. Edward Fry is the fanner at Worsted's farm in Kelly's directory for 1845.
The occupant in 1849, George Wickenden, appears in the 1851 census as a 20-year old agricultural
labourer, with his wife Mary of the same age, Edward Edwards, 47, another agricultural labourer,
also married to a Mary of his own age, and their 5-year old son James. The whole household had
been born in East Grinstead.
There is no entry for Worsted in the 1852 Kelly but the farmer named Henry Hamlin listed,
with no note of place, in the 1855 issue and in Melville's directory for 1858 is probably to be placed
there since he was living at Worsteds when the 1861 census was taken, a 48-year old farmer of 130
acres. His 45-year old wife, their five children aged from 4 to 20 and a 16-year old servant Richard
Martin are also there. The 130 acres do not necessarily imply enlargement of Worsted Farm; he
could well have been working a nearby farm also. Hamlin is still at Worsted in the 1862 Kelly but
there are no entries for the farm in the issues from 1866 to 1870. However, William and Esther
Payne, who are there in 1869 45 , could well have moved in soon after 1862; William Payne, farmer
and carrier, appears in directories from 1852 to 1874, sometimes also as wood-dealer, and is at
Worsted in the 1871 census, married, aged 53, farming 170 acres and born in East Grinstead. In
addition to his 45-year old wife Esther, born in Canterbury, he has their three young children, a
female domestic servant and a male farm servant. In the 1874 Kelly, with no address given, he is a
railway carrier and farmer, wood and hay-dealer, 'goods removed to all parts'. He is still at
Worsted in the 1881 census, now 61 and farming 148 acres, and in directories for 1886 and 87.
Kelly's directory for 1890 shows Thomas Streatfield at the farm, according to the next year's
census aged 67 and born in Hartfield, living with his wife Emma, 57, sons George, 26, and William,
24, and daughter Ada, 18. Family folklore attributes to George the incident accounting for the
name 'Kill Puddings', owing to his 'health problems , but the name was already known in 1885,
before the Streatfields' arrival here. His problems are, however, probably the reason that Thomas's
widow had taken over the farm in time for the 1899 Kelly though he was still living at home, as
recorded in the 1901 census. Also in residence were Emma's sister Jane Ottaway, 58, her son
William, the farm foreman, his wife Ada, their three small daughters, a general servant and an
agricultural labourer. In the 1903 Kelly and subsequent issues up to 1922 Streatfield Bros, fanners,
is the entry for Worsted Farm. At some point Thomas Streatfield had purchased the farm from the
Cranston trustees but when William was killed by a kick from a horse on 1 May 1922 the family
decided to relinquish farming. 47
' 46

The sale catalogue
The stock and effects were sold by auction on 26 September 1923.
highlights 9 powerful and active cart horses, 2 cart colts, a milk cart cob, 20 excellent dairy cows of
various breeds, a pure-bred Sussex bull, 13 horses or ponies and 30 head of poultry. With a milk
float among the dead stock, breeding cattle for milk production and doing a milk round must have
been the staple activities, while the large number of cart horses implies that the Paynes' carrier work
had been continued.
Cecil George Potter and his wife Alice Blanche were at the Farm in 192448, G. Saxton is
given in Cullen's 1928 East Grinstead directory, and Patrick Douglas Swire and his wile Joan Mary
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Saxton was possibly working the farm rather than living there; Tablehurst
were there in 1936.
Farm was in Saxton hands in 1934 and 48. °
During the Second World War, when it is believed Worsted Farm was occupied by troops, the
dead body of a new-born female child was dumped among some rushes at the farm by a Canadian
Pleading guilty to concealing the birth and causing death by willful neglect, the mother
soldier.
explained that at the birth she must have fainted, then recovered and found the child dead.
She put
the corpse in a suitcase under the bed and a few days later gave it to her sister, who persuaded the
soldier to dispose of it for her as a favour, which he reluctantly did .51
III POST-WAR CHRONOLOGY from the deeds'

Rosalind Chislett

1945: Worsted Farm was occupied by John and Joyce Tilling. He was the co-owner of the Tilling
Bus Company, which was sold to the British Transport Commission in 1949 for £24.9 million. The
monies were divided between the family and the shareholders.
1953: The farm was occupied by Joyce Mary Tilling, who in 1954 conveyed it to her son John
Moberley Tilling.
June 1964: He sold it to John Clifford Wells-Kendrew, who renamed it Worsted Stud Farm.
July 1989: He sold it to Robert Oswald Pittendrigh Greig of Winswood House, Turners Hill.
July 1990: He conveyed it to his son, also called Robert Greig.
13 August 1991: He exchanged Worsted Farm for Chatsworth Farm, Broad Oak, owned by John
Ernest Forsyth and his wife Joan.
2000: Worsted Farm was purchased by Philip Paul Woolnough and his wife Antionette (Ann).
2006: Worsted Farm was purchased by Martin and Mandy Chadder.
IV THE BUILDING Rosalind Chislett
Worsted Farm is a good example of a hall house, built c.1480-1500. Given that it was built
just as the fashion for hall-houses came to an end, it was modernised relatively quickly: first with a
smoke bay, the evidence for which can be found in the attic room, secondly, following the
unsuccessful smoke bay, a full chimney with inglenook was inserted and the hail floored to create a
bedchamber above.
The present kitchen with chimney was added in the 18th century.
The area in the kitchen
that resembles a bake-oven is puzzling but probably housed the well.
It was later modified and
windows added. There was also an extension in the 1930s comprising a sitting room with bedroom
above.
Early maps clearly indicate that there was a large barn on the site, which has been
demolished, possibly in the early 20th century.
Worsted Farm is listed grade 2 (ref. TQ 43 NW 4/7).
V THE SITE

M.J. Leppard

Worsted Farm, taking together the two parts into which it became divided, lies between two
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natural boundaries, the prehistoric ridge-top route between the town and Ashurst Wood on the south
west and the tributary of the Medway that flows past Shoveistrode and Hammerwood to Hartfield on
the north. It forms a compact block, more obviously so if the eastern boundary had once run in a
direct line from the road. Even without this adjustment its shape looks typical of early farmsteads
hereabouts52, though unusual in having its house in the middle rather than on the road. There could,
however, have been advantages in locating it so prominently on a slight bulge of the higher ground,
certainly for overlooking almost all its land. (It is tempting to try to relate this fact to interpreting
its name.) The earliest farms of all faced south, to maximise the benefits of the warmth of the sun,
so north-facing Worsted is probably from a second wave of clearance and settlement.
REFERENCES: People to whom I am indebted for references are indicated as follows: BCG Mrs Beth Chase Gray;
iRS = Mr Robin Streatfield; LEWC Mr L.E.W. Cole; RC Mrs Rosalind Chislett. Other abbreviations: Compass =
E.G. Museum Compass; E.G. = East Grinstead; E.S.R.O. = East Sussex Record Office, Lewes; Hills = W.H. Hills,
The History of E.G.; N.A. = the National Archives; PNSx = A. Mawer & F.M. Stenton,Place-names of Sussex, vol.2
(1930); S.A. C = Sussex Archaeological Collections; S.R.S. = Sussex Record Society; W.S.R.O. = West Sussex
Record Office, Chichester
Feet of fines
Lewes chartulary (S.R.S. vol.38, p.131)
(S.R.S., vol.2, no.174) 3 Feet of fines (S.R.S., vol.7, no.620)
6
PNSx, p. 334
Subsidy roll (S.A.C., vol.20, p.167)
Grant (E.S.R.O., Gage 1/53)
' Grant (Letters & papers,
foreign & domestic 1546, August)
8 For loss in speech of
initial w in, for example, Ashurst 'Ood, see Compass 7, p. 6
'° as note 4
W.R. Pepper, E. G. and Environs, p.31
Journal of the English Place-name Society 28, pp.72f. (I owe
12 Compass 19,
this information to Prof. R.A. Coates)
p.12
14
15
16 as note
as note 3
as note 1
as note 2
5
[(mis)read in S.RS., vol.10, p.34 as 'Wynstede' and hence
IS as note 7
19 N.A.
17 as note 6
missed in PNSx]
20
N.A. PROB 11/70316/264
PROB 11/49/206 [BCG]
21 S.R.S., vol.39, p.7
22 Subsidy roll (S.R.S.,
[BCG]
24
— Will of George Payne (Hills, p.197)
vol.56, p.136)
26
25
P.C.C. Bodfeldef.11 [LEWC]
S.R.S., vol 14, no.663
27
28 Mr
Feet of fines (S.R.S., vol.20, p.375)
Hills, p.74
P.D. Wood's transcription, in my possession (W.S.R.O.,
30 Withyham parish
no. 1858 29 N.A. PROB 14/576 [RC]
31
register
W.H. Hills, 'Some E.G. wills', East Sussex News,
21 May 1915 32 Apprenticeship indentures, 1717-36 (S.R.S.,
Release, recited in a release of the
vol.28, pp.81,165,166)
same property in 1753 (E.G. Museum MSS, W.S.R.O.)
u for sources see article on
Deed to use of fine (as note 33)
36
Mrs D.F. Neville's notes
Crown in Compass 21, pp.4-9
17
J.G. Alford, Family Notes: Cranston
in my keeping
(unpublished typescript, 1906, which I was permitted to see in
40 E.G.
38 RC
S.R.S., vol.77, p.91
1987), pp.6f.
42
'"
RC
W.S.RO. PAR
Museum MSS (W.S.R.O.)
348/8/1 '° W.S,R.O. PAR 348/4/17 44 published by PBN
48 RC
46 JRS
47
JRS
publications in 1992
RC
° Kelly's directory 1934, Forest Row official guide
' RC
E.G. Courier, 10 July 1943 [RC]
(4th ed., 1948), p.16
52
Compare maps in E.G. Society Bulletins 58 and 59.
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EAST GRINSTEAD BANK-NOTES: At a Spinks' auction on 27 April 2006 a £5 note issued by
the East Grinstead Bank of John and Andrew Burt on 23 May 1815 fetched £2,200 — £1,000 above
expectation and £800 short of the record for a provincial note (Brighton Argus, 28 April 2006). It
was illustrated in the West Sussex Gazette of 3 May 2006 and resembles the same bank's £1 note
illustrated in M.J. Leppard, A history of East Grinstead, p.72. (For the bank's history see p.67.)
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LADY EDITH FOX PITT AND THOMAS GOULD

David Gould

Mention of Lady Edith Fox Pitt of Coombe House, East Grinstead (Bulletin 89, p.8) attracted
my attention because she was a client of my grandfather, 'Professor' Thomas Gould, astrologer.
This cultured gentleman wore many hats during his lifetime but so far as I can tell he was
earning his living casting horoscopes and conducting his astrology business by post for many clients,
including several titled people, from c.1907. Born in Wantage in 1873, he had settled permanently
in Cardiff by 1907 and died there in 1944. I never knew him, unfortunately.
In April or May 1907 Lady Fox Pitt, having seen Thomas Gould's advertisement in the
Review of Reviews, obtained, then filled in his standard form with all relevant information and sent it
For the horoscope to be as accurate as possible it
off to Cardiff, where it was received on 4 May.
For her these were 31 March
was necessary for the client to give date, place and time of birth.
1874, Chesterfield Street, London W, at 1 p.m. Her age last birthday she revealed was 33, she was
a 'Lady' and married. Under 'Remarks or Question' she wrote 'Is my financial position likely to
improve?' Finally she enclosed the fee of eight shillings. (Thomas Gould had a scale of charges
ranging from one shilling to two pounds two shillings, depending on the complexity of the work.)
Maybe astrology is bunk, maybe there is something in it, but he believed in it and took the work
seriously.)
Lady Fox Pitt did not remain long in East Grinstead. All we hear of her is that in July 1911
she hosted a meeting at Coombe House which led to the formation of the East Grinstead Suffrage
Society' and a year or so later she was gone. Apparently she had another address in 1908 when she
requested a second eight-shilling horoscope from 'Professor' Gould (Berrybrook House, Shaftesbury)
but was still shown as residing at Coombe House in 1912 (E. G. & Forest Row pictorial trade record).
What she received in return for her fee was an 'Extended horoscope with map of the heavens
at birth; influence of each planet on life and destiny; judgment' on marriage, finance, &c. Full
sketch of one year month by month.' Presumably she was satisfied.
Thomas's advertisements could be found in Smart Set, Occult Review, Review of Reviews
the Daily Sketch.

and

COOMBE: OTHER ADDENDA
Mr P.D. Wood writes: 'Looking at your two excellent maps, and the 13th century references
and the natural stream boundaries, it looks really old - an early secondary settlement. There were
clearly a lot of these around Imberhorne - when clearance got going (in the 12th century?).
Imberhorne seems to have pushed outwards all round, at Coombe, Ridgehill, Hollybush, etc. and
obviously nibbled away at the Feld as well. What was left over, unsettled, was the lousy land,
much of which became common.'
Thomas Chapman, farmer and freeholder of the county in the Universal British directory of
1794, must be the same as found at Coombe in 1785 and 1811.
Major Wyndham Harold Dickins, late of Coombe Hall and recruiting officer for East
Grinstead before joining the 12th battalion of the Sherwood Foresters, died in the Dardanelles on
Monday 27 September 1915 of gunshot wounds inflicted the day before 2
.

Coombe Hall School was badly damaged by a fire, believed to be malicious, on Tuesday 10
November 1970 3
References from East Grinstead Observer: '8 July 1911 2 2 Oct. 1915 3 12 Nov. 1970
.
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WORKING FOR A FAMILY BUSINESS

M.J. Leppard

Several old-established family businesses play an important part in the life and identity of
East Grinstead. What follows is not a history but reminiscence of what it was like to work for one
of them no longer with us, not founded on first-hand experience but as seen by a boy and young man
whose father worked for one. The company was C. & H. Gasson Ltd, builders' merchants, founded
in the 1890s, of which a brief history was printed in the East Grinstead Observer of 4 July 1958
together with a photograph of the street frontage.
In about 1930 my father, George Ernest Leppard, born in East Grinstead in 1903, joined the
company as the driver of its delivery lorry, after some years of similar work for other local firms and
various other jobs before that. He and my mother married on Christmas Eve 1933 (the only chance
for anything like a honeymoon when working people had no paid holidays) and moved into 159
London Road, the smaller half of a probably late-I 7th/early- 18th century cottage, of which there are
plans, photographs and a structural history in Bulletin 16. It stood on the frontage of Gassons' yard
and was the company's property, at a rent of 10 shillings out of £2 a week wages. My mother's
reminiscences of living there are in Bulletin 65.
I arrived in the front bedroom almost four years later and as a small boy had the run of the
yard, in which business and private facilities were promiscuously intermingled. There was a garden
tended by our elderly neighbour Miss Bertha Pook, a line alongside for our washing and hers to dry
on, a tennis court and a detached asbestos garage for Mr Percy Gasson's car. The lorry lived in a
similar but larger garage near the large Dutch barn type timber-shed, to which lean-to sheds were
attached.
Other rather ramshackle storage sheds stood in a line by the boundary with the White
Lion.
The grounds also held the Chapel, a redundant small green-painted, corrugated-iron one
acquired for use as a store.
I was allowed to play with the builders' sand, my creations in which
were destroyed not by the tide but by customers' requirements, and with old three-dimensional
advertisements in a room over the retail shop. I also had curiously-shaped offcuts of wood from the
joiners' shop above the machine shop. Needless to say, I was not allowed to play in that building,
nor the wheelwright's shop, but I was able to ride in the cab when my father was going somewhere
interesting. (There are later photographs of him with his lorry and of our cottage in David Gould's
East Grinstead and its Environs, pp. 19 and 55.) His last task every day was to take Miss Phillips,
who did the accounts and had a gammy leg, home to Cantelupe Road in the lorry.
The company was run by the founder's sons, Mr Horace and Mr Perce as they were referred
to. Mr Perce and his family lived opposite, at 150A London Road, above and behind the firm's
hardware shop, whose small garden contained the shop shed. I recall being once taken in my nightclothes when the air-raid sirens had gone to shelter with them in their tiny cellar, where an old
biscuit-tin of cigarette cards was produced to entertain me. Later, Mr Horace's daughters, whose
home was in Moat Road, were the 'big girls' who took me to and from Sunday School.
In September 1947, when my sister had just turned four, we moved round the corner to 24 St
James's Road, another of Gassons' properties, larger but still with no bathroom or indoor lavatory
and only a scrap of garden. The rent was held at 10 shillings, some compensation for low wages.
Unlike the building workers and rail and bus men, employees of small businesses were not unionised.
They voted Labour but were not political.
By now there were holidays with pay by law, and Mr
Perce always allowed my father the use of his car for the whole week.
At Christmas he always
gave him a bottle of whisky.
During this time I was becoming acquainted with Mr Perce's son
Roy, who in 1944 had won a scholarship from East Grinstead Grammar School (which I entered in
1949) to Oxford and was later an influence on my applying to the same university and an early
encourager of my interest in local history.
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In February 1951 Mr Perce and family moved to a larger house in Moat Road and we took
over the larger accommodation at 150A London Road, with a bathroom and a separate lavatory, still I
believe at the same rent as in 1933. The door between the living quarters and the shop was sealed
but the shop man, Mr Charlie Cherry, still had to go through our garden to the shed. When I was
about 14 I helped him with the annual stocktaking, for which Mr Perce gave me ten shillings.
When his household acquired a new refrigerator he gave us the old one, a rare feature in a workingclass home in the early 1950s.
By the 1960s my father's health was beginning to decline but he was kept on as the yard man,
and when he retired early in 1966 we were still allowed to live at 150A, rent unchanged. The
relationship was, I suppose, one of mutual responsibility and respect, but certainly not of familiarity
or marked by socialising. The house was damp, however, and in 1972, for the sake of his health,
my parents moved to sheltered housing - never so well off, my mother said, as they were once they
qualified for old-age pensions.
This is not all I know about my boyhood or C. & H. Gasson, merely an attempt to show how a
small family business could, and did, voluntarily and unostentatiously look after the welfare of its
employees and their families in a way that larger commercially-driven concerns seldom did, or could.
It would be sentimental and untrue to characterise the whole assemblage of proprietors, managers,
employees and dependents as a family, still less 'one big happy family', and I'm sure no-one ever
pretended it was, but a common interest was created and sustained. The family tradition continued,
for a while under Roy Gasson and later Mr Horace's daughters but inevitably a time came when they
could not continue. The business was sold to M.A. Ray, later becoming the Builder Centre, and if
159 London Road had survived (the East Grinstead Observer of 8 June 1967 has a photograph of the
demolition) any child living there today would be banned from the yard by Health and Safety.

THE FACES ON THE ORGAN PIPES (Bulletin 89, pp.1 Of.): The parish magazine for May 1896
reported the death on 14 April of Mrs Buckley of Hill Place, peacefully after protracted suffering.
'A humble and most liberal Christian confined to a sick room for nearly seven years, she delighted in
doing good, and many in this parish and district (as also elsewhere) felt the benefit of her unselfish
interest and discriminating bounty.' She was buried on Saturday 18 April in the cemetery in a
grave adjoining her much loved son Richard Theodore who died aged 17 years 'nearly 14 years
since'.
BETJEMAN WAS HERE: The local bookseller, David Mumford, in his reminiscences in Bulletin
28 names among his customers Sir John Betjeman, 'who mentioned the shop in one of his poems'.
Betjeman begins a letter published in Time and Tide in December 1952: 'I was lately in a secondhand bookshop in East Grinstead and bought for fourpence a green cloth and gilt-edged edition of
Longfellow's poems (Crown octavo, Ward Lock & Co., London, 1875)'.
The rest of the letter
(reproduced in his Afew late chrysanthemums, 1954, pp.88f.) discusses a manuscript poem he found
among the pages. It must be this, albeit in prose, that Mr Mumford had in mind.
S.R.K.
OBITUARY: We regret to record the death of Mr J.H.D. Stapleton, formerly one of our Bulletinsubscribers. He contributed to the publications of the Ashurst Wood Historians and did valuable
work as a member of the Wealden Buildings Study Group.
SACK VILLE COLLEGE: An ad hoc Heritage Committee has been recording the whereabouts of
documents and publications bearing on the history of the College, part of the preparations for the four
hundredth anniversary next year. Copies of the findings will be deposited in the public library, the
Town Museum and elsewhere, an invaluable resource for future researchers and enquirers.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS
Glenda Law, FOLLOW THE BOW BELLS TOLL (2006) is a
conversational and colloquial guide to the 'Bow Bells' mileposts
on the A22 and A26, with detailed instructions to motorists where
to park (or avoid parking and clamping) in order to see them close
up. There is a photograph of each, so the booklet could also keep
young bus passengers amused. There is no attempt to explain the
name or history of the series, for which we still need the survey in
the Winter 1972-73 Sussex Industrial History. Nos 26, 28 and 32
on the A22 and 44, 45, 46 and 50 on the A26 were still standing
then but are now missing (or missed). However, no.55 on the
A22, missing in 1972, is now to be seen, possibly the replica then
in prospect, possibly the original restored. The 1972 survey
indicates that nos 33, 47 and 52 on the A22 and 48 on the A26 are
replacements supplied in 1957 or 70. [k1.50 at East Grinsted
Museum]
An excellent new folding MAP AND GUIDE TO ASHDOWN FOREST was published by the
conservators in 2005. The 2W' mile map locates and names all car-parks, notes those also for
horse-boxes, distinguishes public bridleways and footpaths, marks fire-breaks or rides where riding is
allowed by permit, and also indicates the fenced grazing areas, eating-places, lavatories and
churches. Roads, lanes, landmarks and the haunts of Winnie the Pooh are named. Clarity is
achieved by large print and by omitting all that is not relevant to visitors' requirements. Together
with the bye-laws alongside (though the other way up), this means no excuses for transgressions.
On the reverse, beautiful photographs accompany text on bird and plant life, livestock and deer,
history, leisure, management, further reading and 'Pooh and friends'. There are also maps of
contours, drainage and vegetation. We know we are fortunate to have the Forest on our doorstep;
we are also fortunate that there is a guide of this quality available free of charge.

EAST GRINSTEAD MUSEUM COMPASS 22 (Spring 2007) is a comprehensive index of persons,
places and matters in the preceding ten numbers.
SUSSEX LIFE vol.42, no. 12 (Dec. 2006) includes an illustrated article, 'Keepers of the faiths: why
East Grinstead?' by Anna Giokas, a shallow revisiting of a now well-worn subject.
THE INDEX MAGAZINE (Mid Sussex and East Surrey), nos 66 (Nov. 2006) and 67 (Dec. 2006)
have two illustrated articles by Caroline Knight featuring East Grinstead entitled, 'Of markets,
museums ... and martyrs' and 'Christmas shopping and ghosts' respectively.

THE SOCIETY'S NAME-BANK: A character worth
considering is the late George Creasey, who gained
sufficient stage experience with E.N.S.A. in the second
World War to contemplate turning professional but
returned to East Grinstead as a London Transport bus
driver. He devoted much off-duty time to organising
variety shows for good causes, appearing in them as Her
Grace the Duchess Amnesia of Kleptomania. When a
new name was wanted for Council Terrace in 1970, the
suggestion adopted was his, Northdown Terrace.

Sgt. George Creasey,
(ROYAL ARMOURED CORPS.)
DAME COMEDIAN.

B. B. C.
RADIO LUXEMBOURG.
RADIO NORMANDY.

P.A. II COUNCIL TERRACE,
DORMANS PARK RD..
EAST GRINSTEAD,
SUSSEX.

