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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY
The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East Grinstead and its
environs. The town has a long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for the time
being to the hands of our generation. It should be our concern that such contributions as we in turn
make are worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future.
The Society arranges regular talks, discussions and visits. It produces a Bulletin of articles of local
interest and a Newsletter thrice yearly. Its 1969 report on the High Street conservation area was well
received as a basis for future policy. It is very active in monitoring all planning applications and
making representations to the authorities on planning issues and has undertaken initiatives to promote
It has held six exhibitions, planted trees, restored the
citizenship education in local schools.
It has also
churchyard railings and financed tree-ring dating of some buildings in the High Street.
produced surveys of trees, seats and playground equipment, provided a plaque by the mass grave of
victims of enemy action in Mount Noddy cemetery and presented seats in memory of leading former
members to Sackville College and the High Street. It has published a book of reminiscences, three
sets of postcards reproducing old photographs and three town trails (one of them also in French) and,
with the Town Council, established the now independent Town Museum.
The Society is registered as a charity (no.257870) and is a member of the Federation of Sussex
Amenity Societies. A copy of its constitution is available on request.
The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to represent public opinion;
the larger the membership the greater the influence. The subscription is £10 p.a., renewable on 1
January every year (except by those joining on or after 1 October). By signing a Gift Aid form
standard-rate income tax payers can increase its value by 28% at no cost to themselves. Persons
wishing only to receive the Bulletin can do so at a special rate of £5 per calendar year, payable in
advance to the Editor (address on cover).
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY

No. 86 (Autumn 2005)

EDITORIAL
This issue returns to the customary size, thanks in part to another welcome contribution from
Mr P.D. Wood. Otherwise the editor has once again had to write nearly everything, so he does not
apologise for giving most space to place-name matters. The ways in which the ancient ones can
illuminate our past and the role of new ones in maintaining a sense of continuing local identity are
both represented. By depositing their suggestions in our name-bank, readers may hope for
immortality by proxy, albeit probably anonymously.
TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO:
The main news in Newsletter 6 (September 1980) was the
completion by 16 Junior Members aged from 10 to 16 of mapping and surveying for the Town
Council the condition of public seats at 99 sites in the built-up area of the town. The results were
presented at the Society's open meeting in July, along with the adult members' report on
pedestrianisation and Miss R.M. Willatts's on her campaign with the county council concerning street
signs. The committee had given £25 towards planting bulbs along the relief road and was
considering the practicalities of a permanent information board for visitors near the church entrance.
A meeting had taken place with the county archaeologist to discuss a watching brief whenever the
ground in the town was disturbed and the possible formation of an evening class to train people for
the task. With the Town Museum still its responsibility, the Society was clearly fulfilling its aims aided by having 431 members to call on.
Bulletin 29 (Autumn 1980) printed the pedestrianisation
report in full, a rare instance of something contemporary to balance the usual historical emphasis.
Miss Willatts contributed a detailed illustrated discussion of the brass to Dame Katherine Grey in the
parish church.
Other articles dealt with Orchard Cottage again, the recently rediscovered first
volume of our parish registers, and Sunday Schools in East Grinstead.
There were also
recollections of the Pottery in Park Road and of working as a dentist's maid between the wars.
COVER PICTURE: A view in the High Street, drawn, signed and dated by David Peacock on 24
April 1980 and published in that year as a tile by the East Grinstead Round Table to mark its twentyfifth anniversary. The branch has since become defunct, so there has been no-one to celebrate its
fiftieth anniversary this year, or give permission for reusing the picture, but we hope our doing so
may be forgiven, in tribute to the good work the Tablers did for local causes over several decades.
[In the note on the cover picture in our last issue it was stated that the lamp-post in front of Tooth's
had been edited out. Comparison with postcards shows, however, that there was a period when no
lamp-post stood there. Our apologies to the artist for that, and to readers for wrongly numbering
'As we saw ourselves' and 'As others saw us' on the same page.]
AS WE SAW OURSELVES (16):
'There used to be an old toast - the ever loyal, the
uncontaminated and incorruptible town of East Grinstead' - W. Pearless at the opening of the East
D.G.
Grinstead Railway in 1855 (Sussex Advertiser, 17 July 1855).
[This must date from our town's time as the seventh rottenest parliamentary borough in England! Ed.]
AS OTHERS SAW US (26): 'We married in Gloucestershire 25 years ago. After eight years my
husband's job dictated that we move to East Grinstead - a "rural, picturesque old market town" in the
heart of Sussex, we were told. Not true. It is about as rural as hedge in a car park and is directly
under the flight path for Gatwick Airport. I hated every moment of the 15 years we lived there.
There was no community spirit and one certainly could not just call in next door for coffee without a
prior appointment.' - Nicky Merrick, Daily Telegraph property section, 8 January 2000.
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EAST GRINSTEAD PLACE-NAMES CONTAINING LEAH

M.J. Leppard

An article, 'Old English lea/i, and Surrey's rough grazing commons', by Gavin Smith in
Surrey Archaeological Society Bulletin 385 (July 2005), pp.710, inspired me to review the East
Grinstead place-names containing this element to see how far Smith's conclusions might be borne out
here, just over the county boundary. I do not presume to judge anything from the Surrey side.
Before proposing his own interpretation, related to changing land-use, Smith lists those of the
leading authorities, which are, variously: originally 'woodland' but over time coming to mean
'clearing', 'pasture meadow', and 'woodland pasture'. He then argues, from the etymology of the
Surrey names, their location and the use made of the land to which they apply, for 'communal open
grazing-land'.
Not counting Burleigh, in East Grinstead Hundred in Domesday Book but in Worth parish,
we have six leah-names. In order of earliest mention, they are as follows.
FAIRLIGLIT: Ferlega in Domesday Book, 1086: bracken leah.'
The implied abundance of
bracken (hardly rare hereabouts) suggests that when its name was given it was recently cleared
roughish ground.
WARLEGE in Domesday Book, 1086: weir (or defence) leah2 , now obsolete. Mr P.D. Wood
noted that in 1564 it included Feibridge Common, which he suspected was not part of the original
extent3, though if Smith's thesis is correct this view might have to be revised.
HAIRLEY or HURLEY: llealdeleia, c. 11 03-06, sloping lea/i4. In my recent detailed discussion
and mapping of this area' there is no evidence bearing on the meaning of leah here.
WESTLEIGH/LYE: [Walter de] Westelech 12926, west lea/i.
This name, which persisted as a
for a road-name at
well-evidenced field-name into the 19th century and was revived in the late 1970s
its site, has never been discussed in print. The first occurrence, cited above, is the name of a
witness to a deed concerning land in the vicinity of that field. No other instance of the surname is
known but in 1285 Walter de Estlee occurs in the tithing of Imberhorne 7, which embraced this area.
There are no other examples of East leigh as a local surname or place-name, which makes me suspect
that Estlee is West lee erroneously recorded and that Walter de Estlee in 1285 is the same person as
Walter de Westelech seven years later. One can only guess where Westleigh was named as west of
possibly Brockhurst in the light of the 1292 deed. Importantly for this article, Mr Wood,
successfully proposing it for our Society's street-name bank, stated it was an ancient (pre-16th
century) common8 . I have so far, however, been unable to find his evidence for this assertion.
This name, also never discussed in print
BOTLEY: [Robert de] Bottelegh 1296 9, Botta's leah'°.
before, was that of an area that by 1651 had been incorporated into Walesbeech Farm and of several
fields within it". It is well attested from 1325 onwards and by the time of the Tithe Award in 1841
had been rationalised into Bottle Eye. I can fmd nothing that sheds light on what leah denotes in
this name. Smith states that it is rarely found combined with a ersona1 name or title, but, knowing
that some of the Place-Name Society's etymologies are guesses 2 (and in blissful ignorance of Old
English personal names), I wonder if a plausible alternative explanation to a personal name Botta
could be proposed.
BURGHLE/BERKLEGR
Berglegh 1316 13 presumably the same interpretation as Burleigh in
Worth (above): building (or fort) leah.
This name is fully discussed on pp.6f below, where a
location in the Ashurst Wood area is suggested, near the Common there.
,

Other early local place-names incorporating ley seem all to be possessive forms, e.g. Boyleys,
derived from early holders or owners whose surnames came with them from elsewhere. They are
therefore irrelevant to the concerns of this article.
Three conclusions can be drawn from our six names.
1 They do not conflict with Smith's assertion that by late mediaeval times wudu and feld had
replaced leah in place-naming.
2 Two, if not three, of them can be associated with commons, agreeably with his thesis.
3 One of them, Warlege, lies on the county boundary and, with Hairley, on the parish boundary. It
is well known that the Surrey/Sussex and Kent/Sussex boundaries in these parts cut across commons:
Copthorne, Hedgecourt, Feibridge, Holtye. Parish boundaries, too, often ran through commons,
e.g. at Quabrook where East Grinstead met Hartfield. This is also gives Smith some support.
Place-name scholars must decide how far Smith's arguments can be accepted.
cannot do more than suggest there is some evidence here in their favour.
REFERENCES EGSB
Sussex, part 2 (1930)

This article

East Grinstead Society Bulletin; PNSx = A. Mawer & F.M. Stenton, The Place-names of

PNSx, p.332 2 EGSB 64, p.4 (full discussion) 3 Lewes chartulary (S.R.S. 38, pp.1 19€) 4 PNSx, p.332
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EGSB 83,

as note 3, p.88 ' Hundred court roll (Rev. W. Budgen's notebook 110, Sussex Archaeological Society
pp.4, 8-12
library, Barbican House, Lewes) 8 EGSB 19, p.17
9 Subsidy roll (S.R.S. 10, p.34) '° PNSx, p.331 11 now in East
Sussex Record Office, Lewes 12 see, e.g., EGSB 82, p.12, s.v. Admirals Bridge 13 as note 3, pp.85f.

ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA
References to earlier Bulletins: first two digits Bulletin number, second two digits page number.
SACK VILLE HOUSE (8507): Dr J.V. Pennington points out that the fifth paragraph should read
'probate inventories ... wills and probate accounts'.
LINGFIELD LODGE (8510): Mr David Gould has established conclusively, from his obituary',
that the Rev. Robert Fitzherbert Fuller and Fitzherbert Fuller are, in fact, one and the same, dying on
22 August 1849.
CLOCKMAKERS (see 7714 for earlier references): A clock of c.1730 by 'T. Foyle' of East
Grinstead has recently been advertised for sale on Ebay.
The name is obviously meant to be
T[homas] Fowle.
The dating, which must be an attribution on stylistic grounds, requires reevaluating the dynasty's history, if correct, or might mean an older case re-used. Unless the buyer,
or someone else who has seen the clock, is reading this, we may never know.
MISSING REFERENCE (5823, note 8 [from p.9]): The mislaid reference is Sussex Record
Society, vol.33, no.22 1.
TALLOW CHANDLERS (4908f.): An earlier name than any so far listed is Francis Cheeseman,
chandler, who made his will in 1627 (P.C.C. Skynner, f.l01).
I

Dated but unprovenanced cutting, initialled R.C. in pen, in the scrapbook of Robert Crawfurd of Saint Hill (the property
of Dr Crawfi.ird of Tenterden., who kindly lent it for study)
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BURGIILE, BERKLEGH, BARTLEYS

M.J. Leppard

Discussing the components of the Hide of Healdeleia in Bulletin 83 (Autumn 2004) I added to
my treatment of Mill Place and its ater Melne/atte Melle family two other instances of Mill surnames
in mediaeval East Grinstead, even though I believed they almost certainly had no relevance to Mill
Place.

One of the documents I cited records the sale for 100 marks (E66.6s.8d.) by William atte
Melle of Burghle and his wife Isabel to William le May of East Grinstead and his wife Joan of a
messuage, 38 acres of [arable] land, 6 acres of meadow, 7 acres of pasture, 9 acres of wood and 9s.
rent in East Grinstead in 1346-47.'
At first sight there seems to be here an obvious reference to Burleigh, now in Worth parish
but in Domesday Book in the Hundred of East Grinstead. However, there are three earlier
references to an area of East Grinstead named Ber(g/k)legh, two of them including the name
Geoffi'ey atte Mylle, all with indications that it was at or near Ashurst Wood.
In 1317 Agnes, daughter of Geoffrey atte Mylle, sold to William de Wolecumbe junior for
half a mark (6s.8d.) the portion of a messuage at Berklegh in East Grinstead, formerly Roger de
Mariant's, that she had had as a gift from her father Geoffrey. The previous year William de
Wolecumbe junior and his wife Margery had sold to Richard Thome and his wife Alice for lOs. their
portion of a house at Bergiegh in East Grinstead between the land of William de Holindale and the
land of Alice's sister Ellen and the street leading from William de Holindale's house towards
Grenestede as it is enclosed in metes and bounds, hedges and ditches. Finally, in 1317 Maud, the
widow of John Oteway, sold to William de Wolecombe junior for half a mark (6s.8d.) a garden at
Berlegh in East Grinstead between the land of the said William and Maud and the street from
Berkiegh towards a common pasture called Esherst. Geoffrey atte Mule is one of the witnesses to
this last transaction. 2
It looks as if Agnes, Margery and Maud were sisters who had each received portions of their
father's estate which William de Wolecumbe wanted to re-unite as an extension of his land. We
cannot locate William de Holindale's house (unfortunately for us Holindale was in Willingdon'), but
the common pasture called Esherst is defmitely Ashurst Wood Common. 4 Further indications of
the location of Berlegh come from the witnesses to the documents, three of whom (not counting
Geoffrey atte Mylle) have names with Ashurst Wood connections. Richard le Crocker is of the
family that gave name to two parcels of land called Crockers at Adams Green with rights on Ashurst
Common in 1543, Crokers Mead in the manor of Shoveistrode in 15686 and Crockers Bank (first
noted 181 O) on the U.S. maps between the village and Little Water Farm. John atte Welde takes
his name from the word that appears in other forms in the names of the manor, Ashurst Weald or
Wild, and the village, Ashurst Wood. Geoffrey le Wodye is of the family that gave name to
Woodys Farm (first noted 1 567) between Great Surries and Owletts Farms. Furthermore Richard
Thome's name may be connected with Upper and Lower Thomas Land at Homestall in 1810 10,
Thomas Land in the manor of Shoveistrode in 1546 11 , and the mysterious Thom, the home of John
Cripps in the parish register in 1634, which the editor suggested was Homestall in view of the Cripps
family's holding that estate at the time 12
.

A later reference to Barkley in East Grinstead is in the inquest on John Allen who died on 16
July 1618. His other properties in the parish were Polles tenement (later Pauls or Pawleys Farm, on
whose site now stands Ashurst Wood Abbey), Asshurst Fields, Newcertlands at Blackhatch, and
Mayescroft (locations unknown). 13 Again, the case for locating Berklegh at Ashurst Wood seems
strong.

7
The name also occurs in East Grinstead in a series of deeds (which I know only from a
catalogue entry 14) running from 1429 to 1660, at first unnamed but Cokaleyns from 1471 to 1515 and
Cockaleyns alias Bartley(s) from 1564 to 1660.
The first two involve John AlaynIA]eyn, whose
surname seems to be the second element in Cockaleyns.
It may not be co-incidence that another
John Allen held Barkley in 1618.
Little Allens Nursery, a field on the site of present-day Grove Farm east of Ashurst Wood in
the Tithe Award of 1841, may well preserve the complementary name to Cockaleyns and so help
define its location. [Mrs K.S. Coutin once suggested to me that 'Cock' in local place-names (e.g.,
Cock Rawkins in 1 566'5 probably now Cock Robin Wood near Saint Hill on the O.S. maps) has the
same meaning as in 'cock house' in a school, i.e. the superior one, in which case we should expect a
lesser partner with some distinguishing adjective before the shared name.]
,

The next consideration must be what can be made of Geoffrey and William atte Mylle's
name.
They do not necessarily have to have lived at the properties they conveyed, nor at the mill
from which their name derived, but, granted that 'of Burghle' is noted explicitly to distinguish
William from the family at Mill Place, it is worth looking for another water mill in the parish which
could have been theirs.
Brambletye mill, as old as Domesday Book, is ruled out, and such
documentation as may bear on Tablehurst Mil1 16 cannot be connected with the persons, place-names
and transactions discussed above.
Imberhorne is accounted for by Mill Place and the mill at the
bottom of West Hill, leaving Shovelstrode and Ashurst as the only other tithings for which there
should have been a mill.
There seems to be no surviving or recorded mill that fits, but the field
named Mill Mead in the 1810 Homestall auction particulars lies along the river that defines that
estate's northern boundary, opposite the field immediately to the south of Shoveistrode Farm.
In
the Tithe Award of 1841 it is called Mill Pond, though no pond is shown on the map accompanying
either document.
A mill here, where a direct footpath crosses the river or where the modern road
diverts eastwards to cross it, would be admirably placed to serve Shoveistrode and very convenient
for Ashurst. An expert eye might well be able to detect some evidence on the ground.
Finally, the name Burghle, which presumably has the same explanation as Burleigh in Worth:
burh 'building (or fort)' leah, variously interpreted as 'clearing', 'pasture meadow', 'woodland
pasture', 'communal open grazing land' (see p.4f. above).
Any of these translations of leah fits a
location near or on Ashurst Wood Common. And as for the burh itself? Could it be 1-lomestall
(the core of Stoke Brunswick School), a fine house dating from 1300, one of the oldest in the district,
with a name that means the family house of an estate but not recorded before 1614'?
Whoever
built it must have been a man of considerable means.
Geoffrey and William atte Mylle seem to
have been well off.
To end with questions is hardly satisfactory, unless they provoke someone else to attempt
firmer answers. The whole structure of this article is rickety and all the evidence circumstantial.
The only defence for it is bringing forward for scrutiny another aspect of our local past that no-one
has investigated before.
REFERENCES S.A.S. Sussex Archaeological Society; S.RS. = Sussex Record Society
Feet of Fines (S.R.S. 23, no.2034) 2 Lewes chartulary (S.R.S. 38, pp.85-87) 3 Knights' fees (Sussex Archaeological
Collections, vol.43, p.194) 4 see East Grinstead Socity Bulletin 65, pp.4-8 5 Will of Thomas Drewe (Sussex Family
Historian, vol,3, no.2, p.40 6 Gage rental (Budgen MSS, S.A.S. library, Barbican House, Lewes) 7 Homestall auction
8 as note 4
particulars
9 lnquest (S.R.S. 33, p9) '° as note 7 Grant (Letters & Papers, Foreign & Domestic
1546) 12 S.R.S. 24, p. 181
Inquest (S.R.S. 14, no.24) 14 S.A.S. accession 1119 (Mr P.D. Wood's notes, now in my
16 Star Chamber ease, 1534 (S.R.S. 16, pp.20-27), cf Feet of Fines (S.R.S.
possession) 15 Inquest (S.R.S. 33, no.23)
17
Will of John Cripps (P.C.C. Lawe f.28)
23, nos 3008, 3031, 3057, 3098)

MARKET DAYS

P.D. Wood

The old cattle market was at the top end of
Cantelupe Road, almost, and in winter quite, in
the shadow of the church tower. The site is
occupied now by the Mead House office block
and the new Town Museum. It was founded
by William Rudge, the auctioneer, in 1884 'in a
field at the rear of the Crown hotel'. There had
been a couple of earlier unsuccessful attempts to
establish a cattle market in East Grinstead:
Rudge was luckier, or more energetic, and his
enterprise flourished. At first it was held
monthly, then fortnightly, and after the First
World War weekly, on Thursdays.
From the first it was an auction mart, to which
farmers brought their fat stock to be sold by
auction to the local butchers and wholesalers.
Besides fat cattle, sheep and pigs, there were
horses, storestock, calves, weaner pigs (known
as shuts), poultry and sundry odds and ends such
as tools, eggs, fruit, puppies, pigeons, cottage
furniture and scrap iron. Then in 1939, on the outbreak of war, the whole system was changed.
Rationing and controls meant the end of free auctions of fat stock. Young stock, poultry and
sundries could still be sold, but everything destined for slaughter was weighed, graded for quality by
a couple of Ministry graders (one butcher, one farmer) and sent to a designated slaughterhouse.
The farmer was paid a fixed price according to grade and weight: he had no option, no alternatives
and no appeal, and the auctioneers, Turner Rudge & Turner, became mere Ministry agents, operating
what was officially known not as a market but a Collecting Centre, and were remunerated by fixed
headage payments. This was the regime that I found when I joined the family firm in 1946.
I was no stranger to the market; I had known it from infancy, going with my mother to see
my grandfather and father selling the cattle, but now I started to learn the business from the bottom
up. Every Thursday morning for the next eight years I was half-drover, half clerk. They were
busy mornings. At 8.30 the gates opened, in came the lorries, down went the tailboards, out came
the beasts, all to be penned up, numbered and booked, the cattle weighed on a Victorian weighbridge
with a steel arm, sliding weight and a lever which punched out the weight on a little card, sheep and
pigs paint marked, poultry put in pens, sundries arranged in heaps in the open air, the fatstock
inspected and graded, and the farmers talked to. They were our clients, our bread and butter, and
part of my job was to get to know them, to chat with them in the yard or - more agreeably - over a
pint in the Crown after the market.
At eleven the auction began, of the rearing calves, shuts, poultry and sundries. To start with
I acted as clerk to the auctioneer, Jack Mitchell, standing with him on a bench with a book of tear-off
tickets. Clerking is a concentrated job; nothing to compare with selling of course, but I had to see
that the auctioneer's book had been properly written up, to scan the company for missed bids or
disputes, and to fill out a ticket as each lot was sold. This was not so simple as it sounds: shuts for
instance were sold at per head, and a pen of thirteen at 27s.6d. had to be worked out and entered
correctly while the next lot was being sold, which took about twenty seconds. To fall behind, and
stop the auctioneer in mid-flight to ask what the last lot made, was the ultimate disgrace. You

became, in the absence of calculators, little short of wonderful at mental arithmetic.
Thursday
afternoons were devoted to accounts and paperwork. There was a cast iron, unbreakable rule that
you didn't go home on Thursday night until you had balanced the books. In all those years I never
saw that rule broken, though I remember some fairly late nights.
After some years of this, I was abruptly told that next week I should be doing the selling
myself This was not unexpected, but no anticipation, no years of clerking, can prepare you for the
moment when you get up on the bench and open your mouth in public for the first time. It is one of
the defining moments of life, and I remember it vividly as also one of the most surprising. They
had given me the poultry and sundries to start on, as it was rightly reckoned that I couldn't do much
harm there. The company consisted of small dealers, gipsies, the Croydon Boys, farmers' wives the most rapacious bunch of skinflints wanting something for nothing you can imagine. I knew
them well, and I was expecting a rough ride, but amazingly they were kindness itself They grinned
at me sympathetically. 'Thass oright boy', they said, 'take yer time'. I shall never cease to be
grateful to them, the creatures. This lasted for two weeks; after that I was expected to know the
job. I didn't of course - it's a long apprenticeship, a lifetime is not too much. It is true that in the
sale ring the auctioneer's authority, within the law, is absolute and his decision final, but these
privileges have to be earned. He must be able to control his company, if possible with humour and
fair dealing, and if not he must use that authority; and above all he must learn the value of what he is
selling. Once I was selling the sundries: my book had been written up by the porter, who was
literate, but only just. His favourite description was 'a box of contents', a fair enough summary of
the usual odds and ends that fetched about five bob. On this occasion the bidding went past five
bob: it went past five pounds: it went on, and on, and on. Eventually I knocked it down hoarsely
for £35, the price of a respectable antique at that time. To this day I don't know what was in it: I
comforted myself that it must have made its price, whatever it was, but I never again sold a lot blind
if! could help it.
In 1954 rationing came to an end, after fifteen years, and government controls with it.
We
were back to free auctions, and the partners prepared for it by rebuilding the yard. The old original
wooden pens were scrapped, and the ancient weighbridge, and in their place we had steel cattle pens,
weatherproof roofing, a concrete asbestos building for pigs and a fine sundries shed, splendid
weighbridges for cattle and pigs with big dials and swinging pointers, a new sale ring and a snug box
for the auctioneer with a roof that kept the sun out of his eyes: all vastly expensive but a great boost
to the business. The fatstock buyers returned, retail butchers like Peter Fry of East Grinstead, Keith
Harman from Forest Row, George and Alan Charlwood from Copthorne, the Baldocks from
Wiveisfield, my distant cousin Albert Wood from Burgess Hill and many others: the wholesale
buyers too, who bought for the big multiples, and of course the dealers. My father sold the fatstock,
I did the poultry and calves and moved the
their f
shed to
dmarket
Pn
furniture auction with :tiqu
:1eSU
sales every couple of months, and Roy Card,
later a partner in the firm, acted as chief clerk.
ILLUSTRATIONS

Facing page: Bert Bright, the head porter, ringing
the market bell [now used at Rotary Club meetings Ed.]
This page: Grading sheep, left to right: R. Scrase,
buyer, R.H. Wood (P.D.W. 's father), auctioneer,
Roy Card, clerk, George Whittington, grader, and -?.
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The head porter was still Bert Bright,
who lived in the firm's little cottage at 7
Cantelupe Road, opposite the yard, until he died .
and was succeeded by David Clarke.
The
drovers were a picturesque bunch:
they
belonged to a class of men who must now be
extinct - the odd job manThey went
•.'
i ..
drovering round the local markets, and between
market days they were available for all kinds of
...
casual work.
In winter they beat for the
shoots, helped us with timber measuring in the
woods, did some hedging, followed the hounds
if they chose, went rabbiting (until
I
myxomatosis). In summer hay making, fruit picking, gardening sometimes -- they could earn more
than a farm worker and have a lot more leisure. Some had nicknames in the old style. There was
Sailor, who had never been nearer the sea than Brighton and talked more than he worked, and George
Cotton from Queens Road, always known as Dido (I tried unsuccessfully for years to find out why).
He had had, they said, a brief and disastrous spell in the army, and I was delighted at his funeral to
see that someone had thought it right, or at any rate excusable, to drape his coffin with the Union
Jack. There was Harry Parsons from Streat, who was reputed to sleep in his gum boots. He had a
fearsome squint and a wide black hat and was called Kroojer - an interesting survival.
Alfie
Brewer was tall, gaunt and ill, with a Dickensian look and a sweet nature.
There were others, but
these were the regulars. They're all dead now and we shall not see their like again.
..

-

.-

'•-

..•.

-.-

You get a lot of
Time went by, my father retired, and I found myself selling the fatstock.
stick in that job.
The clients are farmers, who watch every sixpence, and the company is 100 per
cent professional.
They have their own jobs to look after and
(The public don't buy fatstock.)
their time is money. Between these upper and nether millstones the auctioneer can be ground
exceeding small if he doesn't know his business, but it is the best of all training grounds. I know at
least one director of Sotheby's who started in a cattle market. Roy Card, that reliable and
admirable man, still clerked for old time's sake, and furniture was sold by Jesse Christian until his
death.
Horley, Crawley, Horsham,
But one by one the little town centre markets were closing.
Pulborough, Dorking and Westerham had gone already, and East Grinstead's time had come. More
stock was going direct to slaughterhouses on a deadweight system of payment, our yard was too
small and cramped to accept the new big lorries, and expansion was impossible. Most compelling
of all, soaring property values meant that the level of trade being carried on bore a less and less
sensible relation to the site value, and the reluctant decision was taken to close the market after the
fatstock show in December 1970.
These shows had been annual events certainly since the First War and probably longer, except
for the rationing time. I remember them with nostalgia. They had a real air of traditional festival
about them, almost like survivals of the old fairs. I remember frosty mornings with the pens all
littered down with straw and adorned with class numbers, red, blue and yellow prize cards and
rosettes, a carcase competition in the furniture shed, whisky and soda for the buyers (and us) in the
market office, retail butchers paying double prices for the honour of buying the champions (Peter Fry
was rarely beaten at this), a great roast beef dinner in the Crown at half past three just as it was
getting dark, and under it all the feeling of Christmas round the corner.
ILLUSTRATION:

Bert Gasson, drover, loading calves.

1I
With the market closed and the yard sold, we rebuilt the old sundries shed into a proper
Antiques were becoming big business, and our previous advances in that
furniture sale room.
The public became more involved; the trade wore smarter clothes
direction were bearing fruit.
and drove bigger cars, but it was still the same slightly exhilarating jungle underneath.
By now I
I remember with naughty pleasure
was senior partner, which gave me an occasional edge:
arguments like this I don's accept what you say. I want to speak to the senior partner.

I am the senior partner.
Oh.

This also meant that I now sold property, a much slower, more sedate and civilised process, but of
course the stakes were higher. I still remember selling a farm one day at the Feibridge Hotel. I
had put it in low and was running it up to the reserve price when I realised with a horrid qualm that I
had got out of step and had just myself bid a quarter of a million for the property. Happily a
genuine bidder put his hand up and I was saved, but it was a nasty moment.
Right from that first day with the poultry I had felt the buzz, and been
I loved the job.
I
still
miss
it
a
bit.
hooked.
All the illustrations in this article are photographs taken by Mr Wood, now in the Town Museum.
Unfortunately the technology available to us means that they may not have come out very well.
Better reproductions of some of the others that he took will be found in D. Gould, East Grinstead and
Environs (2001), pp. 21f., M.J. Leppard, A History of East Grinstead (2001), p.180, and Turner
Rudge & Turner's property inserts in East Grinstead News in Focus for 3 Nov. and 8 Dec. 1979, the
latter with accompanying text. A history of the firm by Mr Wood in the former was reprinted in our
Bulletin 44. Mr Wood's reminiscences offarm work in 1946-47 were printed in Bulletin 82.

TWO HUNDRED YEARS AGO: Researching for the Town Museum's current Nelson exhibition,
Mrs D.A. Hatswell has discovered from the internet that two men born in East Grinstead fought at
Unfortunately nothing
Trafalgar: George Terry, aged 18 in 1805, and John Short, 24 in c. 1804.
There are no Shorts in our parish register in this period and,
more is as yet known about them.
though there were two Terry families bringing children for baptism then, no son George. However,
there was a third Terry family, unrepresented in those pages because its head, Joseph, a wheelwright
recorded at Forest Row between 1790 and 1806, was also the Baptist minister there and thus would
have rejected infant baptism for that of believers, old enough to make a meaningful personal
profession of faith. It remains to be seen whether he had a son called George, and whether the
Shorts were Baptists.
QUERY: Mr A. Clevett of 8 Rowan Close, Portslade, BN41 2PT is trying to trace a model of Forest
Row church including working clock made by the village watchmaker Stephen Whiting Easton but
sold by one of his grand-daughters, Eva Luck, in the 1940s or 50s.
EAST GRINSTEAD AT SEA:
The Feibridge & District History Group's handout on Harts Flail
noticed on p.16 below tells us that William Ramsden Price, its owner c.1865-78, became a shipIn 1876 the company's
owner in 1873, running W.R. Price & Co. from Austin Friars in London.
second ship was launched, the Brambletye, followed the next year by the Tilkhurst.
In 1885-86
Tilkhurst's second mate was Joseph Conrad, whose writing career begain 1894.
WHATEVER NEXT? 'Fire crews were called to an incident at the Broadway pub in London
Road, East Grinstead, after smoke was seen coming out of a smoke machine.' - East Grinstead
Courier, 6 October 2005.
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SOME MORE POST-WAR STREET-NAMES (continued from Bulletin 83, p.1 9) M.J. Leppard
Mr Neil Gatland tells me his personal suggestion, supported by his classmates at Blackwell
School, for what became in 1994 Badger Way and Robin Close was Plods Beat, inspired by the
site's proximity to Mount Noddy and by Enid Blyton's characters Little Noddy and P.C. Plod but
without knowing that some of the nearby houses in Blackwell Farm Road had been built for

policemen. Deprived of what would thus have been one of the most sophisticated street-names in
the whole town if adopted we have, already given by grown-up fans at the other end of the
imaginative spectrum in c. 1968, The Blytons on the Garden Wood Estate.
Tower Close, a cul-de-sac on the site of Northleigh, Moat Road, and Manning Close, a new
road on the site of Buckhurst House on the corner of London Road and Windmill Lane, arrived at the
start of 1965.1 The former commemorates the nearby gasworks' water-tower, demolished in 1978
and illustrated and discussed in Bulletins 24, 25 and 35. Northleigh is discussed in Bulletin 71. I
cannot account for the naming of Manning Close.
Lynton Park was the (un-named) developers' suggested name for a new estate off Holtye
Road in 1969. The Urban District Council's surveyor's department suggested Compton Close,
Ashplatts Drive, Cooper Close and Lancaster Drive for its roads. The council's highways and open
spaces committee 'thought a theme should be followed' in the street-naming, related to aircraft on
account of its proximity to the Queen Victoria Hospital with its strong connections with wartime
(Why Lynton I do not know,
pilots and proposed Halifax, Lancaster, Wellington and Blenheim. 2
nor Compton and Cooper.)
In 1971 the developers agreed to Lancaster Drive but thought the
council might also consider distinguished airmen associated with the hospital and suggested, in
consultation with hospital officials, Tom Gleave, Richard Hilary, Bill Simpson and Geoffrey Page.
Lynton
The surveyor suggested Blenheim, Filmar [sic], Merlin, Anson, Lysander and Mitchell.
Park Avenue and Lynton Close had already been agreed and the developers favoured Gleave
Close.3
In the event Blenheim Close, Fulmar Drive, Merlin Way and Hilary Close were
approved. 4
Group Captain Tom Gleave, the chief Guinea Pig, 'now a 61-year old air historian',
who had baled out of his blazing aircraft in August 1940 before it crashed at Biggin Hill, said 'It was
a kind thought. I feel very honoured.' Flight Lieutenant Richard Hilary, a Battle of Britain
fighter pilot who wrote The Last Enemy in East Grinstead in 1942, died in 1943 aged 23. His 85year old father Mr Michael Hilary, an Australian, said 'I feel it is a great honour'. 5
In 1970 residents of Council Terrace, off Dormans Park Road, suggested renaming it Park
View Terrace. 6 The postmaster objected because of possible confusion with Park View Gardens on
the same delivery. On behalf of the tenants, George Creasey [a well-known bus-driver and amateur
entertainer who lived at no. 11] said they preferred Down View Terrace to Victoria Terrace, which
some had said 'sounded too much like Coronation Street' but his favoured alternative was
Northdown Terrace. 7 The council adopted his suggestion 8, which was inspired by the fine view.
In 1972 the (un-named) developers of the new Durkins Estate submitted Hillside Close,
Alders View Drive and Lambourne Close, but Godstone Rural District Council disagreed with
Alders View Drive, which fell into its area, and suggested Durkinsfarm Road instead, which the
developers were prepared to accept. Since it would overlook the existing Alders Avenue,
councillors committed themselves to Alders View Drive. 9
E.G. Observer, 11
E.G. Courier, 8 Jan. 1965 (quoted in E.G. Courier, 6 Jan. 2005) 2 E.G. Courier, 29 Oct. 1969
Feb. 1971
' E.G. Observer, 18 Feb. 1971 5 E.G. Courier, 18 Feb. 1971 6 E.G. Courier, 15 Jan. 1970 ' E.G.
8 E.G. Observer, 9 April 1970 9 E.G. Observer, 6 July 1972
Courier, 19 Feb. 1970

It will be appreciated if readers can explain any of the unexplained names in this article.
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THE SOCIETY'S STREET-NAME BANK

M.J. Leppard

The idea of a name-bank to be drawn upon for new roads was floated in Bulletin 18 (January
1976) and delegated by the committee to Mr P.D. Wood, whose suggestions were printed in Bulletin
19 (May 1976). All were chosen from people or places in the town's history, the topographical
ones limited to areas where development was likely soon. Explanatory notes accompanied each.
Some have been used: Lucas, Mason Neale, Hills, Stenning, Wagg, West Leigh, Tanyard
and Benchfields. The following are still earning interest:
CRAMP

Thomas Cramp (1810-9 1), local worthy, temperance worker and benefactor.

PAYNE

Oldest recorded family name in town, c. 1260-present. Powerful, with numerous
benefactions, 17th/1 8th century.

HASTIE

Family of landowners, solicitors, builders of Placelands Water Works [now defunct].

ROWSES

l6thIl7th century manor, Church Lane/Sackville College area.

FRIDAY MEAD Ancient town field at south entrance to Estcots Estate.
TANNERS MEAD, WELLMEAD, WASH WELL, WELLINGS MEAD Ancient field-names
between Hermitage Lane and Herontye House.
PIGGOTS

Ancient (17th/i 8th century) field-name north east part of Herontye Estate where
houses newly erected.

KATHERINES OR RIDDENS
16th century field-names of land adjoining Kingsley St Michael
School [now Meadow Court, for which Katherine Court was suggested but McCarthy
& Stone, the developers, though liking it rejected it because they already had that
name elsewhere in their empire].
Subsequent development may have left no room for some of these topographical names.
Others, one imagines, did not appeal because few would want to live at The Cramps or Payne Place.
There is no reason, however, that full names should not be given, as is usual on the continent and as, I
believe, has been accepted for whatever replaces the 'new' convent off St John's Road. (Ideally, as
also on the continent, a few words of explanation should be added, similar to those above, but our
district council is mindful of the additional expense.)
In Bulletin 20 (November 1976)1 added three suggestions of my own
ROGERS

John Henry Rogers (c.181 179), founder of Hospital, promoter of free Dispensary,
horticultural society, etc., Warden and benefactor of Sackville College.

MARGARY Ivan Donald Margary (died 1976), archaeologist of national repute, considerable local
benefactor (see Bulletin 19).
PEVENSEY W.V.K. Stenning suggested in the East Grins/cad Observer in 1894 that a street-name
might commemorate the fact of East Grinstead's being in the Rape of Pevensey.
With the new millennium came irresistible renewed pressures for development, prompting me
to suggest, in Bulletins 74 (Autumn 2001) and 75 (Winter 2001-02), adding the names of those of our
Members of Parliament who had been benefactors of the town, viz
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CURE

Thomas Cure (served 1572) secured for us in that year the seal of arms with five
feathers.

DYKE

Sir Thomas Dyke of Waldron (1688-95) left a rent charge of £5 to pay someone
named by the burgageholders to teach ten poor children to read and write.

CONYIRS John Conyers (1695-1708) obtained in 1703 a grant of a cattle-market on the first

Wednesday of every month.
TOKE

John Toke (170208) gave a communion flagon to the parish church in 1702.

Since then I have increasingly been invited by the Town Council to make suggestions for
naming new developments currently before the planners, some of which have been accepted (and
noted in these pages). Among them, in addition to repeating some of those above, I have submitted
the following general names for banking:
DORABELLA Sir Edward Elgar's pet name for Mrs Dora Powell (died 1964), dedicatee of one of
his Enigma Variations, who lived at Poels, Moat Road, founded the East Grinstead
Operatic Society (still going strong) and took a leading part in other aspects of the
town's musical life and in local tennis.
TOOTH

Family prominent in local life as tradesmen and holders of public office for at least
eight generations from mid- 18th century to death of last direct descendant in 1996,
still remembered for their High Street stationers' and book shop. To avoid
puzzlement at Tooth alone, or the Tooths (Teeth?), William Tooth (died 1799) was
probably the most significant.

PALMER

Thomas Palmer 1(1 751- 1826) or 11(1775-1844) claimed royal warrant for his pens
(successor firm [Dixon's] continued to display arms till closure in 1970s); both were
also schoolmasters, postmasters and shopkeepers, and the second Thomas the best
man of business to be Warden of Sackville College.

CORNISH Two generations of blacksmiths and clocksmiths who dealt with church clocks as far
away as Edenbridge and Battle, 1660s to early 18th century.
GODLY

Victorian family of builders, much of whose work survives, and (apparently unrelated)
Sidney Frank Godley (born here 1889), first ranker V.C. of First World War.

I also set myself, unbidden, to think of possible names for any future development at
Imberhorne Farm, avoiding (because they will immediately come from developers) obvious ones of
woods and fields or (because already well represented elsewhere) previous holders such as Sackville,
Turner and Blount. I came up with the following, from the earliest records:
MORTAIN William the Conqueror gave the Rape of Pevensey to his half-brother, Robert Count of
Mortain, who continued to hold it till c. 1106.
MALFELD and [LEWES] PRIORY William Malfeld gave Imberhorne to Lewes Priory c.1 100.
LEFSI

The previous (Saxon) owner.

St PANCRAS To whom Lewes Priory was dedicated (but with risk of railway associations).
AQUILA (Latin)/L'AIGLE (French)/EAGLE Title of Mortain's successors for several generations.
Almost certainly Gilbert de Aquila founded the borough of East Grinstead. ('Eagle'
might suggest a defunct pub.)
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I have recently read John Goepel's How I chose Crawley street names (1980).
1 found as
much interest in his principles as in his choices.
In addition to sharing our concern for local
significance where possible, he had themes for each neighbourhood.
To aid strangers, the main
road through each was always called '- Drive', and those branching off it were in alphabetical order
away from the town centre. I commend this for new estates here.
As a theme for Imberhome Farm, a member of one of my evening classes suggested crops
formerly grown on it. Another proposed, perhaps for the chief thoroughfare, PRESCOU, the
minister responsible for the current onslaught on the countryside - naming and shaming, rather than
the usual honouring of worthies. A third offered, as of near-universal application, CLONE
STREET. (I have been tempted to offer INFILL PLACE and TRYON COURT myself.)
But this must be a serious business, to save us from another attack of the Blytons. And it is
our name-bank, not mine, so any member can be a depositer. Withdrawals will almost certainly
soon make heavy demands on its capital.

CLONE STREET (see above): Some words of the Archbishop of Canterbury, quoted in the Daily
Telegraph's editorial of 19 March this year, express forcefully the anxieties behind this suggestion.
Tens of thousands 'suffer the curse of living nowhere in particular' in places 'which looked
essentially like warehouses for people, areas which could have been called anything'.
THE RED LION AT FELBRIDGE

M.J. Leppard

The Feibridge History Group handout noticed overleaf on Harts Hall, on the Sussex side of
the border, adds a previously unnoticed inn to East Grinstead's total. From the court book of the
manor of Imberhorne it cites the admission in 1711 of Thomas Sherman to 'Hartshall alias the Red
Lyon', formerly Edward Sherman, deceased, and in 1714 the death on 18 August 1712 of its next
holder, Mary Carr, 'before Shermans and before Homewoods'. The Group prudently refrains from
trying to identify these former holders but some plausible suggestions may be risked here.
The brewhouse of Edward Sherman at the top of our Hermitage Lane is one of the bounds of
54-56 High Street in a deed of 1659. Thomas Sherman, cordwainer, of London in 1677 but of East
Grinstead in 1678, is a party to the deeds of the Ship in this town.2 As Thomas Sherman of East
Grinstead he likewise appears in those of the Bull at Edenbridge, as cordwainer in 1681 and gent in
1690. 3 It would not be surprising for these two to have had some financial involvement with
licensed premises at Feibridge also.
Homewood could well be William Homewood, a victualler of East Grinstead who in 1661
ws to give evidence at Surrey Quarter Sessions against John Dewdney of Godstone for wounding
John Chantler. 4 He also occurs the next year as an East Grinstead alehouse-keeper.' The fact that
until 1953 most of Feibridge was a detached part of Godstone parish supports this suggested
identification. He is probably also the William Homewood, chandler, of East Grinstead fined 12d.
for assault at the Sussex Quarter Sessions in 16426, for most alehouse- and small inn- keepers had
another occupation besides.
REFERENCES: E.S.RO. = East Sussex Record Office
E.S.R.O., SAS FB 550 2 Seen in 1963 when held by Messrs Tansplin, Brighton 3 Personal communication, Mr
L.E.W. Cole, 16 July 2001 4 Surrey Record Society, vol.36, p.120 E.S.R.O, QRIE/134/46 (communicated by Mr D.S.
Rawlings) 6 Sussex Record Society, vol.54, p.25
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS
THE SUSSEX RECORD SOCIETY's latest volume, no.89 (2005), is East Sussex Coroners'
Records, 1688-1838. Unfortunately most of the content is not nearly so detailed as in the society's
and Public Record Office's earlier volumes of Sussex coroners' records, because for most of the
period all that survives is the bare details in the coroners' bills, but once again Dr R.F. Hunnisett's
meticulous editing ensures maximum information. Local and family historians will find plenty for
their purposes.
EAST GRJNSTEAI) MUSEUM COMPASS 18 includes a short article speculating why East
Grinstead prospered when the nearest other mediaeval new towns, Crawley and Edenbridge, did not.
Other articles set down what is known about smallpox in East CIrinstead and Cowden and about ropemaking in East Grinstead and nearby villages. Sayings used in East Grinstead and Godstone are
collected and there is more on dialect vocabulary, rough music and Copthome Yellow Bellies. The
final part of David Gould's account of his first year at Lingfield School and a continuation of the list
of discussions in our pages of items in the Town Museum complete the number, together with the
usual assortment of notes.

THE FELBRIDGE AND DISTRICT HISTORY GROUP has produced a handout on Harts Hall
(July 2005), on the Sussex side of the county boundary where Feibridge Court now stands and once
also known as the Red Lyon.
The complex story from the 16th century is patiently unravelled,
mainly from the records of the manor of Imberhorne, but, alas, in undisciplined English. The latest
handout (September 2005) is on Feibridge School, which some East Grinstead children have always
been entitled to attend, complementing well Gordon Wilkinson's 1983 book about it.
The SUSSEX FAMILY HISTORIAN, vol.16, no.6 (June 2005) has a note correcting misunderstandings of the 'alms house' listed in the 1851 census of East Grinstead.
The SUSSEX MILLS GROUP'S NEWSLETTER 127 (July 2005) notes the impending use of tiles
from Standen in cladding Polegate windmill and has an illustrated article on East Grinstead's Cuttons
Hill and 'North End' mills. Some of the information about the former has found its way into the
account of the latter, which was known as the Common or Old Black windmill, not North End.
SUSSEX LIFE for June 2005 has an article 'Attack of the clones' using East Grinstead to discuss
whether the success of major retailers means all high streets will soon look the same and including a
panel on Wickenden's sweet shop. The October issue has an article on the Guinea Pigs.
EAST GRINS TEAD WALKABOUTS, a free, well illustrated, full-colour brochure produced by Mid
Sussex District Council and East Grinstead Town Council, has a good informative main map and
equally well designed maps for the seven walks described. It should be equally useful to visitors
and locals alike, though the fact that some of the walks start on bus routes is not acknowledged.
Gullege was
The Town Museum is said to be open on Sunday afternoons, rather than Saturdays.
There is no
never a manor and the house is at least three decades older than the date given.
evidence that Fen Place was 'the first mill to be placed on the Medway'. It is the name of Estcots
that is first recorded in 1285; the current house dates from the 15th century.
A completely revised FOREST WAY leaflet, also free, attractively illustrated with full-colour
drawings and photographs, has been issued by East Sussex County Council and Wealden District
Council. The rivers Withy and Ham have not been met before; their names invite resistance.

