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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY
The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East Grinstead and its
environs. The town has a long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for the time
being to the hands of our generation. It should be our concern that such contributions as we in turn
make are worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future.
The Society arranges regular talks, discussions and visits. It produces a Bulletin of articles of local
interest and a Newsletter thrice yearly. Its 1969 report on the High Street conservation area was well
received as a basis for future policy. It is very active in monitoring all planning applications and
making representations to the authorities on planning issues and has undertaken initiatives to promote
citizenship education in local schools.
It has held six exhibitions, planted trees, restored the
churchyard railings and financed tree-ring dating of some buildings in the High Street.
It has also
produced surveys of trees, seats and playground equipment, provided a plaque by the mass grave of
victims of enemy action in Mount Noddy cemetery and presented seats in memory of leading former
members to Sackville College and the High Street. It has published a book of reminiscences, three
sets of postcards reproducing old photographs and three town trails (one of them also in French) and,
with the Town Council, established the now independent Town Museum.
The Society is registered as a charity (no.257870) and is a member of the Federation of Sussex
Amenity Societies. A copy of its constitution is available on request.
The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to represent public opinion;
the larger the membership the greater the influence. The subscription is £10 p.a., renewable on 1
January every year (except by those joining on or after 1 October). By signing a Gift Aid form
standard-rate income tax payers can increase its value by 28% at no cost to themselves. Persons
wishing only to receive the Bulletin can do so at a special rate of £5 per calendar year, payable in
advance to the Editor (address on cover).
PRESIDENT

M.J. LEPPARD, M.A.
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY

No.85 (Spring 2005)

EDITORIAL
This number contains a greater than usual proportion of articles and notes following up items in
earlier issues, but not unjustifiably: just as our Bulletins must be indexed to achieve their greatest
possible value, so they must correct errors, provide additional and complementary information, and
proffer second thoughts and alternative interpretations. It is not entirely fanciful to claim that the
Bulletin is thus a living, even an evolving, production, and one that thrives best when fed regularly by
thoughtful or knowledgeable readers.
TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO:
The editorial in Newsletter 5 (June 1980) noted 'no lack of
activities to report but ... a sense that comparatively few people are involved in running them',
though membership at 31 May was 446. Our stall at the May Fair had raised £73.80 and there had
been talks on Victorian pubs, the work of the county engineer and surveyor's department and Weir
An historical pub crawl was also reported - the temporary
Wood and Ardingly reservoirs.
Bulletin 28 (Spring 1980) included articles on the demesnes of
exhibition at the Town Museum.
Imberhome manor in 1597, the structural history of Orchard Cottage in Holtye Road (now Little
Shoveistrode Hall), lime-kilns in East Grinstead and the Railway Hotel and also some reminiscences
of the antiquarian bookseller David Mumford.
COVER PICTURE: 22-40 High Street from the cover of the official guide published in 1949,
drawn by an un-named artist, almost certainly from an as yet unlocated photograph but with the lamppost in front of Tooth's and any vehicles or people edited out.
AS WE SAW OURSELVES (14): The tailor Alex Johnson, born c. 1874, boasted to his fellow
master-tailors at a convention in Leeds in his presidential year that East Grinstead was a borough with
its own Members of Parliament long before that city was anything at all and was therefore vastly its
superior. - the late J.M. Gray (personal communication, 20 April 1972)
AS OTHERS SAW US (24): 'Whenever we visited Cornwall, our Cornish relatives, seemingly
oblivious of the fact that London does not, as they appeared to believe, engulf the whole of South
East England, almost always introduced me with the words "she's from London".' - Beryl Golding
(born East Grinstead, 1926, and brought up here) recalling her childhood in her No More Cast Iron
(1987), p.101 [reviewed Bulletin 421
LEONARD ARTHUR GRIFFITH died on 10 May aged 77.
Although not resident here for
something like half a century and never a member of our Society, in retirement he interested himself
in the history of East Grinstead. Inspired by the imminence of the 50th anniversary of the bombing
of the Whitehall on 9 July 1943, when as a 16-year old he took part in the rescue work, he set himself
to record all he could about it before all survivors and witnesses had gone for ever. Accordingly he
tracked down and interviewed as many of them as he could and investigated official documents at
both local and national level and also in Germany. This broadened into research on the whole
progress of the second world war in this area, still underway at his death, and back to do the same for
the first world war. He wrote a continuous narrative, constantly revised in the light of new
information, introduced by a more general account, mainly from newspapers, of the history of East
Grinstead from 1881 to 1914 and similar linkage between the wars. He and I enjoyed mutually
beneficial collaboration in this work, without which the chapters on the wars in my A History of East
Grinstead would have been very thin. The resultant mass of documentation, invaluable even
though not publishable as it stands, has now come to me, from whom it will ultimately go to the
Town Museum. His family can be assured of our Society's appreciation and sympathy. M.J.L.
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THE PRE-HISTORY OF RIDGEHILL

M.J. Leppard

In an article 'The early history of Ridgehill' in Bulletin 83 (Autumn 2004) I discussed, with
illustrative maps, what is known, or may be reasonably assumed, about Ridgehill in the 16th century,
going back from the first mention of the name in 1567 to a document of 1557 which undoubtedly
relates to the same property though without naming it. Although my stated intentions included
seeing if there were any grounds for Mr P.D. Wood's postulation of an 11th century date, I merely
observed that the quit rent owed by four of its fields to the manor of Imberhorne implied that they had
once been part of that manor while the lack of any mention of the remainder of Ridgehill in 1567
implied that it had not. In the Buckhurst Terrier of 1597/98 Ridgehill is listed under Imberhome's
demesnes but separately itemised', as if it was a formerly distinct property for convenience
administered as part of that manor once the Sackviles had acquired it. Comparison of the entries
for the former Fraternity and Chantry lands in the terrier with the mid-16th century chantry records
shows that various acquisitions in the intervening decades were classified with them in this way (and
some original constituents disposed 00. 2
In c. 1100 Imberhorne was given to Lewes Priory, whose property deeds 3 show, in the light of
the 16th century surveys, that all subsequent donations in East Grinstead and adjoining parishes were
incorporated into the manor. From such documentary evidence as exists, it seems that the tithing of
Imberhorne and the East Grinstead portions of the manor were co-extensive, both before and after the
dissolution of Lewes Priory in 1537.
Known tenants of Ridgehill, however, are always found,
when tithings are mentioned, under the tithing of Ashurst, the one embracing all those parts of East
Grinstead hundred that were not classified as Brambletye, Shovelstrode or Imberhorne. This
suggests that Ridgehill was never part of Imberhome until the Sackvilles annexed it to the manorial
demesnes. To substantiate this assertion, the evidence for its inclusion in Ashurst tithing (such as it
is and admittedly none of it before 1537) must be set out in full.
In the document of 1557 referred to above the tenant of Ridgehill is James Cocheforth. 4
Thomas Cocheforde, aged 50 or over in 1534 5 and an 'unable' man in the tithing of Ashurst in 15396,
may well have been his father and the previous holder of Ridgehill. In 1711 the tenant of Ridgehill
was Abraham Huggett 7, who is listed under the tithing of Ashurst in 1 7038 These references do
not prove that Cocheforde and Huggett were at Ridgehill in 1539 and 1703 respectively but they do
make it plausible. More than that, they contribute to an equally plausible (and equally speculative)
recovery of the history of Ridgehill before the 16th century, though under a different name.
In the 13th and 14th centuries there are several occurrences of a place named Isecombe in the
tithing of Ashurst, a lost name interpreted by the English Place-Name Society as 'Isa's valley' 8 and
by Mrs Heather Warne, supported by Prof. R.A. Coates, as 'iron valley' 9. Hitherto no possible
location has been suggested, but 'iron valley' is very apt for Ridgehill, more than for any other part of
East Grinstead hundred, in view of its topography and the evidence of Roman ironworking there.
In the field named Chunderham Meadow in 1567, Sinderham Meadow in 1597/98 and Cinder Mead
in 1841 in the tithe award (between the house Ridge Hill and the ford on the Ordnance Survey map
extract in Bulletin 83) cattle had exposed 2-3 feet of bloomery cinder of early type at the ford and
three fragments of Roman pottery when investigated by Ernest Straker. Excavation revealed a slagheap 150 x 60 yards and a series of circular hearths.' ° The valley could be either that of the Medway
or that of its tributary parallel to the B2110 road. There may even be a connection between the
name of a field in that valley - Rayscombe in 1567, Raiscombe in 1597/98 and Raisecombe in 1615"
- and the name Isecombe, but, being unable to substantiate it, I refrain from asserting it.
To complete the picture, it remains to set out fully what is known about Isecombe, whether to
re-inforce the claims above or to provide a starting point for alternative suggestions for its location.

5
In 1287 the hundred court recorded, under the tithing of Ashurst, that the beadle distrained
upon the tenants of Isecumbe for withholding what was due and that Wiliam de Isecumbe incurred a
fine of 6d.' 2 In 1296 William de Isecumb' paid 6s.9 1/4d., the fifth highest sum in the whole
hundred, in the subsidy, for which he was one of the jurors and therefore not listed under one of the
tithings. 13
In 1326 [illegible] de Iscombe was one of the jurors into William de Holyndale's
intended chantry.' 4 The next year, when tithings are not indicated, William de Iscombe (probably
not the same one as before) paid 2s.6d. and Richard de Iscombe 2s. In 1332 William de Iscoumbe
paid 3s.1 d. in the tithing of Asherst and Richard de Iscoumbe, one of the taxors, is.
In 1302-03 William Maufe held Isecombe, from whom (unde) the tenants of Isecombe held
How this might relate to
the sixth part of a knight's fee 16 i.e 2 or 3 virgates or about 80 acres.
Ridgehill, which was i32'/ acres in 1557 and 135 in 1597/98, it is unprofitable to speculate.
Indeed there has been more than enough speculation already but at least enough pointers to the
probability of Ridgehill's having been in existence at the time of Domesday Book, as Mr Wood
suggested, silently recorded under some other estate elsewhere in the county.
,

REFERENCES: E.G. = East Grinstead; S.R.S. = Sussex Record Society
S. R. S. vol.39, p.54 2 See for example 'Cottages in the Borough' on p.6 below 3 Printed in S.R.S. vol.38 and
elsewhere
"Calendar of Patent Rolls, Philip & Mary, 1555-57, p.1139 5 Star Chamber case (S.R.S. vol.16, p.27)
6
Muster Roll (Public Record Office SP 2/5) Church terrier (W.H. Hills, History ofE.G. (1906), p.74) 7 Pencil list of
inhabitants of tithings in handwriting of RH. Wood in my possession (whereabouts of original unknown)
8 A. Mawer
& F.M. Stenton, The Place-Names ofSussex, part 2 (1930), p.328 9 E. G. Society Bulletin 62, p.1 7 '° E. Straker,
Wealden Iron (1931), pp.233-35 11 sources and details Bulletin 83, p.10 12 Rev. W. Budgen's notebook 110, Sussex
14 Inquest ad quod damnum, 19
Archaeological Society library, Barbican House, Lewes.
13 S.RS. vol.10, p.35
15
16
as note 12, pp.202, 313
Ed. II. no. 116
FeudalA ids, p.131

THE HIDE OF HEALDELEIA OR HALDELEY

M.J. Leppard

In another article in Bulletin 83 I agonised over what P.D. Wood in a recent communication
calls a 'tiresomely obscure' area of East Grinstead. '1 think', he says, 'the Hide of Haldeley was
probably like many places a scattered archipelago of little holdings - as someone notes of our
landscape [in the Scottish borders] "continuous but not contiguous" - lots of waste and rough
grazings between holdings which eventually, when cleared, became the odd one or two fields with
separate names and tenants.
Certainly much must have been woodland and waste in the 12th
century as the manorial duties strongly suggest.
Perhaps a hide could be very large overall but
contain only 120 acres of arable - Lavertye is an example of such a landscape.'
Mrs Heather Warne points out that, though Healdeleia was held of the manor of Ripe when
given to Lewes Priory in c. 1103-06, that was not necessarily so in 1066, for outliers were often redistributed after the conquest. it is not safe therefore to draw conclusions about Healdeleia from
anything known about Ripe, a caveat applicable to many other local estates and their alleged parents.
The Medway family lived here longer than stated (p.11 of the article); Margery and Thomas
atte Medeweye are recorded in 1378-79 (Feet of Fines, Sussex Record Society, vol.23, no.2482).

THE FELD (Bulletins 81 & 82): In Bulletin 82 I quoted 1403 for the earliest reference to Felcourt
in Lingfleld parish. I have since discovered an earlier feld-name there: in 1287 William de
Beauvais quitclaimed to the abbot of Hyde his land called Feldiond in Lingfield (Victoria County
History of Surrey, vol.4 (1912), p.304). The abbots were lords of the manor of Felcourt. M.J.L.

BUILDINGS: ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA
COTTAGES IN THE BOROUGH OF EAST GRINSTEAD

M.J. Leppard

In an article under this title in Bulletin 56 (Spring 1995, pp.8-10), dealing with the mediaeval
and 16th century documentation of cottages (buildings without the privileges of burgages), I tried to
account for their origins and their relationships to the burgages and to identify as many as possible.
The two cottages within the burgage Ryngars (our Amherst House) occupied by John Langridge in
the chantry records of 1548-49 I identified with nos 51-59 High Street, in front of the churchyard
(currently an Indian restaurant etc.), on the strength of their being owned in 1564 by Sir Richard
Sackville, whose family had acquired the local chantry properties almost as soon as they were
secularised and still possessed them in 1597/98. In doing so I obtusely ignored both the Sackvilles'
habit of frequently disposing of some properties and incorporating new acquisitions into their place in
the relevant manors or estates and also the fact that 5 1-59 High Street was three cottages in 1564.
Looking again at the documents, I have recently realised what had been staring me in the face
all the time: that the two cottages held by John Langridge in 1548-49 must be the two cottages in
front of the churchyard owned by John Langridge in 1564 and occupied by widow Harman, our nos
43-49 and 49A.'
'PRO. DL42/ 112 (Sussex Archaeological Collections, vol.106 (1968), p.52)

OLD STONE HOUSE (Bulletin 83): Mr P.D. Wood tells me that H.S. Eeles, G.M. Raikes and A.H.
Duveen listed at Old Stone House in the 1953 East Grinstead directory were not, as I thought, private
residents in three separate flats but partners in Cluttons, the surveyors, who occupied the building for a
while. 'Rumour has it', he adds, 'that they shared one desk, with three gun dogs under it.' M.J.L.
THE OLD ALMSHOUSES, London Road (Bulletin 82): I apologise to anyone who was unable
to locate the properties known in the 19th century as the Almshouses owing to my failure to give
their house-numbers, 152-66 London Road. In identifying them with the 'Howse or tenement at
Ware now turned into Almshowses' of 1615 I gave the impression of believing that the whole row
was referred to. In fact I think that no. 152, the only substantial building among them, and the only
one that looked as if it could be of late 16th or early 17th century date, was the original. The rest
seem to have been successive ad hoc additions northwards, probably (like many cottages beside roads
and commons) run up without authority and probably with no official status as almshouses. The
'keyhold' tenure could thus have been a tactical means of simultaneously legitimising what would
otherwise be unlawful encroachments that should be demolished and reducing somewhat the burden
The final building was a more formal-looking brick
on the ratepayers of housing the poor.
M.J.L.
structure, apparently of late 18th century or early 19th century date.
HERONTYE HOUSE AND KEEBLE HOUSE (Bulletins 70, p.16, 76, p.20): I am grateful to
Miss M. Merwood of Southern Testing Laboratories Ltd and Col. G.F. Edwards for clarifying that
Keeble House is a separate commercial building adjacent to Herontye House. It was named after
the late Donovan Keeble, who founded Southern Testing in 1967. He was also a director and one
of the founders of (and the K in) the consultants BMMK & Partners, who purchased Herontye House
in 1975. From that year to 1984 Southern Testing worked alongside BMMK in the ground-floor
servants' quarters and stone-built garages. Then planning permission was given for Keeble House.
Recently the old garage buildings have been refurbished as prestigious new offices and the field
technicians and field engineers have moved to Durkins Road. I am equally grateful to Mr S.R. Kerr
for the information that Temple Homes purchased Herontye House in 1999 for conversion to
apartments, as recorded (with inaccurate history) on their website. M.J.L.
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SACK VILLE HOUSE (Bulletins 82, p.8, 83, p.15):
Invited to comment on the connection between conversion to an inn and the corridors formed
behind the chimney, Dr Janet Pennington, an authority on inns and their structural history in western
Sussex, a subject on which she has lectured to our Society, writes
The 'new' corridor formation I am sure is connected with the gradual desire for greater
privacy that grew, and the difficulty of accessing inn chambers, and also providing doors with locks
for guests. I saw this at a small 17th century inn, the Half Moon, at Northchapel near Petworth,
where three interconnecting first floor chambers (i.e. you went through two bedrooms to reach the
third) had been made smaller on the same side so that a corridor had been formed and new doorways
made to each room. The fourth room appeared to have had no access whatsoever, and I could only
assume that an outside stair/ladder might have been used, and that it was a 'staff room.
The growth of privacy really accelerates during the 17th century, but a larger inn in a 'big'
town like East Grinstead would have been at the forefront of these new ideas, rather than a tiny
country inn at Northchapel which took a while to get there. And money/backing was of course part
of it all. Galleries appear for the same reason, usually at the rear of inns, as in some courtyard inns.

=

I was interested in the signpost dispute.
A similar one arose at
Midhurst with the post having been placed on someone else's piecee
of land - though this was probably a gallows-type sign right across
the road that needed two big posts to support the tie beam with the
j sign hanging from it. I believe a rental was agreed for the post. I
haven't come across the word 'stocke' for an inn sign post before.
For my thesis I analysed 75 innkeeping probate inventories in the
area I used (not including East (3rinstead) with a few connecting wills
and probate inventories. Inn sign posts were not regarded as
movable but a few were listed in error and the values are from 5s. to
£2 in the early 17th century.
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LEFT: Part of plan of first floor of Sackville House by the late Peter Gray
DENDROCHRONOLOGY
Our Society's dendrochronology project and the structural and documentary history of the buildings
tested have been the subjects of articles and notes in Bulletins 73-77 and 79-83.
Two years ago the Surrey Archaeological Society and the Domestic Buildings Research
Group initiated a project to date dendrocbronologically 'clusters' of timber-framed buildings across
the county. The Society's Bulletin 380 (Jan. 2005) reports some unexpected results from 42
buildings in the South Mole Valley cluster (Chariwood, Newdigate, Capel, Leigh and Ockley).
Whereas it has long been thought that the transition from open-halls with a fire in the middle of the
room to houses with chimneys took place fairly gently through the 16th century, it is now known to
have happened almost suddenly, mostly between 1538 and 1540. Dennis Turner is quoted as
pointing out that this is precisely the time historians think of as the end of the mediaeval period, when
the dissolution of the monasteries, 1535-40, led to a downflow of wealth from the crown to
landowners. If more buildings can be tested in East Grinstead, as we hope, it will be interesting to
see if this finding is repeated here, particularly in the town, or whether town and country differed in
this respect and, if so, how to account for it. It has already been shown that we fit an emerging
(Bulletin 75, p.1 6)
national pattern of rebuilding in towns around the year 1450.

THE HISTORY OF WICKENDEN'S IN THE HIGH STREET Geoff. and Margaret Wickenden
A sequel to the articles on the history of 7-9-11 High Street

in Bulletins 75, 76 and 77 and excavations at the rear in Bulletin 80

Alice Miller opened a sweet-shop in 1907 at 65 High Street, where the saloon bar of the Rose
and Crown now stands. (At that time the Rose, as it was then known, was a small square building
on the corner of Church Lane.) Her husband Maurice opened a blacksmith's in the yard between
Prior to this he was blacksmith for Gassons at 155-57 London Road (now the
no.65 and the Rose.
Builder Centre). Following the end of the First World War the three properties 61-65 High Street
came up at auction. Alice outbid the brewery by £5, thus purchasing all three for £105.
They had seven children. When their youngest daughter, Elsie, married Joseph Wickenden
in 1920, they took over the running of the shop. They opened the first sub post office in the High
Street. The brewery eventually 'made them an offer they couldn't refuse' and they moved into
Whilst at 63 they had the
(No.61 was tea-rooms.)
no.63, previously a gentleman's outfitters.
building re-roofed at NO cost; the builder did it just for the Horsham slabs!
Alice and Maurice purchased no. 11 High Street in 1923 and another of their daughters, Edith,
known as Edie, ran the shop, then selling pots and pans, and turned to sweet-selling. Thus the
family came to own two sweet-shops in the High Street.
Joseph, an accountant/book-keeper, enjoyed the post office work far more than the shop side
and so 1938 saw them sell the business at no.63 and move to a large sub post office in Raynes Park.
As is the way of things, at the last moment the sale of 63 fell through, they were committed to Raynes
Park, and so Cyril, their eldest son, left grammar school to run the shop. This resulted in his
father's receiving an angry letter from the education department, as parents of all children attending
grammar school signed to say their child would stay at school until at least 16. The sale eventually
went through later that year.
After the Second World War Edith was taken ill and Elsie and Joe came to look after her and
Joseph suffered from
After her death they purchased the business from her estate.
the shop.
So
1951
saw Cyril give up
'shop-keeper's legs' and was advised not to spend all day on his feet.
It soon became evident that
his job as a clerk on the railway and join his mother to run the shop.
the shop couldn't support two families - Cyril was by then married to Eileen (Peggy) and had a young
family - and also Joseph's legs were much improved. Cyril then opened a newsagent's at 31
Holtye Avenue, Stone Quarry Estate, in 1952.
1958 saw the youngest of Elsie and Joseph's four sons, Alan, a trainee manager at
Woolworth's, married to Janet and they took over at no. 11. Within eighteen months an opportunity
arose in north Devon, they were off, and Cyril took over at no. 11 with Peggy running the 'Quarry'
Cyril and Peggy's second son, Geoff., joined his father in 1968 and their
shop (sold in 1967).
Cyril retired in 1987 and Geoff and Margaret
youngest daughter, Margaret, joined them in 1981.
continue to run Wickenden's.
EDITOR'S NOTE: The deeds of the Rose and Crown, which I was allowed to see in 1963, show
that nos 61-67 (67 being the yard) were conveyed to Maurice Miller in 1919 and that he conveyed
them to the brewers, Nalder & Collyer, in 1931. Ind Coope took over in 1936 but rebuilding did
not occur until 1938. A note records the sale of 61-63 on 31 August 1943. Illustrated features on
Wickenden's business appeared in the East Grinstead Courier on 2 October 1992 and 1 March 2001.
Bulletin 30 has an illustrated history of the Rose and Crown based on the deeds and other sources.

E. A. MILLER,
RIGHT (to illustrate the article opposite)
Edith Miller's advertisement in the 1923
East Grinstead Civic League and Enquiry
Bureau's directory

GENERIIL HOUSEHOLD STORES,

An anecdote about Miss Miller and the
vicar, Dr Golding-Bird, is recounted in
Bulletin 79, p.14.

grooms, Bus, Tinware, Enamelware, Etc.

11 HIGH STREET, EAST GRINSTEAD.
44 -

LOWEST PRICES.

HIGHEST QUALITY.

Polishes and Packet Goods of every description.

MISCELLANEA
THE WEALDEN SETTLEMENT STUDY CIRCLE: In September 2002 several people who had
been independently researching aspects of late-Saxon and post-Conquest settlement of the Weald set
up the Wealden Settlement Study Circle, defined as 'an informal network of people undertaking
academically respectable research on the settlement of the Weald of Sussex, Surrey and Kent,
particularly in the Saxon and post-Conquest eras, membership of which is by recommendation and
invitation'. There are some fifteen members at present, studying various parts of the three counties.
Although the main interest of most is based on documentary research, allied to the study of the
landscape, relationships with prehistory on the one hand and modern developments on the other are
not ruled out. Meetings to discuss common interests, held twice or thrice a year in East Grinstead,
and personal communications have helped everyone widen and deepen their knowledge and
understanding of their own particular pursuits. The convenor is Mr M.J. Leppard, much of whose
work in this field has appeared in recent numbers of our Bulletin, including pp.4 and 5 of this issue.
NAMES FOR LATEST DEVELOPMENTS: Land at 164-72 Holtye Road, historically part of
Hoskins Farm (site of Turner Court), Smeeds Place, suggested by Mr Leppard to honour Charles
Smeed (1833-1916) who worked it 1873-1911 and other members of his family who ran other local
farms through the 19th century. Land at Sunset and Suva, London Road, Suva Court (see p.14,
below). Site of Highover and Southover, Fairfield Road Aspen Court (why?). Land opposite 39
Hermitage Road Bellaggio Place, modified from Mr Leppard's suggested Bellaggio Prospect,
because it has a view over Dormans Park, originally Bellaggio. Land at 47-6 1 Sackville Lane
Land at
Birch Tree Gardens.
Land formerly Neale House, Moat Road Meadow Court.
Coombe
Hall
Park.
Land
at
65
Crawley
Down
Road,
Feibridge
(in
East
Grinstead
Coombe Hall
parish) Leybourne Place (Why?). Land at Wealden House, Lewes Road, Ashbourne House and
Carlton House.
Land at 13 West Street (site of Zion Manse and then a hail for the chapel,
subsequently converted to offices) Chapter House, presumably because a site with ecclesiastical
connections but hardly Nonconformist terminology. Of the 24 most recent developments of flats
and houses across the district notified by Mid Sussex, 13 has been omitted from the numbering of the
nine that contain that many dwellings or more. Do local government policies now include one on
superstitions?
THIS BULLETIN is the slimmest we have published for ten years (except for no.72, an index of 12
sides). The editor pleads pressure of other literary work (to be disclosed later) and the shortage of
contributions from other people.
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LINGFIELD LODGE AND SUVA LODGE

M.J. Leppard

Lingfield Lodge, London Road, almost opposite Lingfield Road, is first recorded in the 1841
census, when it was the home of the Rev. Fitzherbert Fuller, aged 46, his wife Maria Ursula, 37, and
children (twins Robert Fitzherbert and Maria Ursula, 9, and Clara Agnes, 6), plus servants. In the
tithe award the area is 30 perches and the owners Earls De La Warr and Amherst, no doubt because
the site was once part of the common. The Rev. Robert Fitzherbert Fuller, perpetual curate of
Lingfield 1819-49, a benefice with no clergy house, was almost certainly the father of Fitzherbert
Fuller, which would account for the name and location of Lingfield Lodge and suggest that either he
or his son built it.
In the 1 861 census the occupant was
From 1851 to 58 Maria Fuller lived there as a widow.
William Kennard, a police superintendent. He (or at any rate someone with the same surname) had
In 1855, as an inspector, he had transferred
been the East Grinstead policeman in the mid-I 840s'
Dr John Whyte is recorded
from Lewes to Eastbourne. 2 He died in February 1877 aged 62.
here, after retiring from his High Street practice (Wilmington House to us), 4 from 1862 until his death
on 1 November 1885 aged 77. His widow, his second wife Agnes Keltie, lived on here until her
death aged 80 in 1904.
From 1905 to 07 Lingfield Lodge seems to have been empty but the Rev. Elijah Harrison
Littlewood was there from 1909 to 16. He had been vicar of Biggleswade from 1898 until retiring
in 1903.6 Mrs Littlewood was still there in 1918 and the Misses Littlewood from 1922 to 30.
His
By 1934 Sir Eyre Hutson,, K.C.M.G., born 25 August 1864, was at Lingfield Lodge.
career in the colonial service had included several spells in Fiji, from which he retired as Governor
He died in 1936 but his widow continued to live in the house.
and High Commissioner in 1929.
By 1950 it was derelict but on Lady Hutson's death in 1951 it was purchased by the East
Grinstead Housing Society Ltd, founded on 19 April that year, for conversion to a retirement home at
a time when such developments, as opposed to privately-owned homes run for profit, were still quite
new. Rebuilding took place over 1951-52, and on 16 June 1952 it was opened by the Rt Hon.
Harold Macmillan, who, as housing minister, was charged with solving the serious national shortage.
A new wing was built in 1958 and in 1997 the conservatory at the front got a new roof and windows.
It must not be concluded that Lady Hutson spent her last days in a derelict building.
By
1950 she had moved into one half of a house further down London Road on the opposite side built in
about 1907 when it was called Sliema and lived in by a Mrs Moore. Sliema is a town in Malta but I
know nothing about Mrs Moore or why the house was so named. It continued so named and
occupied until at least 1930 but seems to have been divided later in the decade into two, called Pax
and Harana respectively. By 1950 Lady Hutson was in the southern half, which she renamed Suva
Lodge, after the capital of Fiji. The other half was called Fencroft from at least 1953 to 63, then, by
1998, renamed Sunset (an echo of Empire in decline?), by which date Suva alone sufficed for Lady
Hutson's portion. In October 2004 the building was demolished, to be replaced by twelve flats, for
which Mid Sussex District Council has accepted my suggestion of Suva Court.
2 R.V. Kyrke, History
'Thomas Cramp's diary (present whereabouts uncertain) records his wife's death, 14 Feb. 1846
3
of East Sussex Police (published for limited circulation, 1969), p.65
Parish magazine March 1877 4 Edward Steer,
Reminiscences serialised in East Grinstead Observer, 1899 5 Their grave, D3 16, in Feibridge churchyard (Feibridge &
District History Group hand-out 'Stained glass of St John the divine, Felbridge' (July 2002), which also says they are
among those commemorated by the east window there) 6 The Clergy List (1913) 7 Who's Who (1933)

Other information from censuses and directories supplied by Mr David Gould and from records at the house
supplied by a resident, Miss Jean England, including photographs by Harold Connoid 20 May 1950 (42466,
for Lady Hutson of Suva Lodge) and Lingfield Lodge after conversion 6 June 1952 (44586). 1 thank both.
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS
Dorothy Hatswell, EAST GRINSTEAD - A HISTORY AND CELEBRATION (Frith Book
Company Ltd, 2004; £14.99, exclusively in Ottakar's Bookshops)
reviewed by P.D. Wood
It is curious that after a century with no published history of East Grinstead, suddenly two
come along at once, like London buses. Why would a publisher commission a second history,
covering much the same ground, so soon after Mr Leppard's excellent A History of East Grinstead?
As it happens, we know why: it is displayed with disarming frankness at both ends of East
Grinstead - a History and Celebration. The editorial purpose is to promote the Frith photographic
collection, which illustrates the book, and Oftakar's Bookshops, which sell it. We must not be
snooty about this: I have no personal experience of Ottakar's, but the Frith Collection is a noble
archive, and if this book makes it better known, good luck to it.
But what of the book itself?
Well, our two buses have different route numbers and
destinations. The one driven by Mr Leppard will carry those interested in serious history, who want
to learn and understand as well as be entertained on the journey. Mrs Hatswell's bus is designed to
carry a different, and one suspects a larger, group, those who prefer what are generally known as
Glimpses of the Past to interpretation and analysis, prefer short lively statements to sequences of
thought - those innocent of pedantry and unbothered by occasional factual inaccuracies. These
readers are probably in the majority, and this book will sell well. It deserves to - its range is wide,
its information copious, its illustrations striking, its length manageable and its appeal instant. The
Frith photographs maintain the Collection's reputation, but one would wish them better captioned.
We have long been spoilt in East Grinstead by the quite excellent caption-writing of earlier
publications, and we do miss a beat when we see the Ashurst Wood Maypole captioned as the Three
Crowns, or a fire-hydrant as a hitching-post, and read that Old Stone House in 1630 was the first use
of building-stone in the town. One could assemble a list of corrections, but what is the point?
This is not that kind of book: it will be bought by readers with an affection for the town and a
curiosity about its past. This is a desirable outcome. Who knows, some of them may become
local historians.
AND THE REST OF THE PACKAGE:
as the above and released at intervals after it.

Three smaller books commissioned at the same time
Reviewed by the Editor

EAST GRINSTEAD —AN ILLUSTRATED MISCELLANY and SO YOU THINK YOU KNOW? EAST GRINSTEAD (same publication and sale details, £5.99 and £3.99 respectively) are evidently
written in-house to a formula common to all the other places in the 'History and Celebration' series
but with some direct but inconspicuously acknowledged input from Mrs Hatswell. The first half of
the former is a series of snippets from her History, the second a set of similar snippets of general
historical facts, perilously close to useless knowledge. The questions in the first half of the second
booklet can be answered by reading the History, those in the second are another miscellany of
unrelated general historical facts. Answers to both sets are printed at the back. As with the
History, the photographs are the strongest point while the texts are not without error, for example
concerning our railway system. Anyone who has read the History is unlikely to learn more about
East Grinstead from them, but as appetisers before tackling the History they have a role.
WALK ROUND HISTORIC EAST GRINSTEAD
(same details, £5.99) allowed Mrs Hatswell a
freer hand, which she has deployed to good effect, a companionable text with walks thoughtfully
interconnected, so that none need be too demanding, and with admirably clear directions and map
(though it does not show public lavatories as claimed). To the by now familiar Frith photographs
are added pictorial and verbal illustrations that are not in the main History.
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OTHER PUBLICATIONS reviewed by the Editor
EAST GRINS TEAl) MUSEUM COMPASS 16 (Spring 2005) includes notes of recent fmds,
including those from the site of the new Museum, and the latest documents given to it, articles on
speech usages relating to Ashdown Forest and the town of East Grinstead and on the pronunciation of
West loathly, dialect vocabulary addenda, a further reminiscence of Nutley school, an illustrated
article on the relationships and attribution of some well-known mid-19th century pictures of East
Grinstead, and an account of the Spring term 1959 at Lingfield Secondary School.
COMPASS 17
(Summer 2005) includes articles on local vernacular pronunciation and 'Copthorne Yellow Bellies', a
contemporary newspaper account of a stowaway on the East Grinstead coach in 1788, memories of
World War Ii in Nutley and on Ashdown Forest and of the farm training scheme at Wilderwick in
1949-50, and a list of discussions of items in the Town Museum in our Bulletins up to 1989. [Each
£1 from Town Museum, by post £1.25 or six second class stamps for one, post-free for both]
THE FELBRIDGE AND DISTRICT HISTORY GROUP has produced hand-outs on
Imberhorne Farmhouse and Imberhorne Old Farmhouse [Imberhorne Farm Cottages] (both Sept.
2004).
Pending possible publication in a national journal, the latter is at present available only to
The former, more carefully worded and
members and so cannot yet be commented on here.
punctuated than some of its predecessors, makes good use of documents relating to its building,
1808-11, in the Centre for Kentish Studies at Maidstone, and of through investigation of the house
itself, followed by its story over the last two centuries. It is not realised that John Tulley, John
Turley and John Thurley, suppliers of bricks, are all the same person or that 'W.H. Barrow' (correctly
M.H. Barrow, a local solicitor) who paid some of the land tax in 1825 did so as steward of the manor,
The Bingham Family of Felbridge (Jan. 2005)
not as co-leaseholder with S.S. Slater as claimed.
includes, from a pocket book, details of prices of purchases from East Grinstead shops in the 1890s.
SUSSEX INDUSTRIAL HISTORY 34 (2004) has a gazetteer and chronology of West Sussex
brewers and breweries, including four in East Grinstead, of which the Sussex Brewery and the East
Grinstead Brewery (illustrated) are actually the same premises under different names.
SURREY HISTORY, vol.7, no.1 (2004) notes that the Surrey History Centre was able to confirm,
from its Broadwood archives, that the piano at Standen was supplied by that company.
THE DAILY MAIL'S 'WEEKEND' SUPPLEMENT for 19 June 2004 had an illustrated article,
'My first home: Astronomer Sir Patrick Moore, 81, tells Cohn Brennan about his first home',
Glencathara, Worsted Lane, East Grinstead.
THE EAST GRINSTEAD COURIER is now running a series of illustrated articles 'The streets
where we live' on the same lines as the hundred 'Buildings with a history' that ran from 2003 to
2005.
Brief illustrated journalism has included 'Present Perfect: Caroline Knight investigates the lure of a
Sussex town' in THE INDEX MAGAZINE (Mid Sussex and East Surrey) no.55 (February 2005)
and (unattributed) 'Secret Britain ... East Grinstead ... a town obsessed with sects' in the SUNDAY
TIMES MAGAZINE for 27 March 2005.
West Sussex County Council has published a revised version of its free Worth Way Walks leaflet
(August 2004) with one additional walk but still no indication of public transport access.

Whose Bulletin have you been reading?
Why not join the Society and be sure of your own copy? See p.2 for details.

