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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY
The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East Grinstead and its
environs. The town has a long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for the time
being to the hands of our generation. It should be our concern that such contributions as we in turn
make are worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future.
The Society arranges regular talks, discussions and visits. It produces a Bulletin of articles of local
interest and a Newsletter thrice yearly. Its 1969 report on the High Street conservation area was well
received as a basis for future policy. It is very active in monitoring all planning applications and
making representations to the authorities on planning issues. It has held six exhibitions, planted
trees, restored the churchyard railings and financed tree-ring dating of some buildings in the High
Street. It has also produced surveys of trees, seats and playground equipment, provided a plaque by
the mass grave of victims of enemy action in Mount Noddy cemetery and presented seats in memory
of leading former members to Sackville College and the High Street. It has published a book of
reminiscences, three sets of postcards reproducing old photographs and three town trails (one of them
also in French) and, with the Town Council, established the now independent Town Museum.
The Society is registered as a charity (no.257870) and with the Civic Trust and is a member of the
Federation of Sussex Amenity Societies. A copy of its constitution is available on request.
The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to represent public opinion;
the larger the membership the greater the influence. The subscription is £10 p.a., renewable on 1
January every year (except by those joining on or after 1 October). Persons wishing only to receive
the Bulletin can do so at a special rate of £5 per calendar year, payable in advance to the Editor
(address on cover).
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY

No. 80 (Autumn 2003)

EDITORIAL
Once again we welcome new contributors extending the range of subject matter covered while
observing our tradition of dealing reliably with matters of permanent interest and importance within
the boundaries of the ancient parish of East Grinstead. Mr P.W. Freeland comments on the article
on the wildwood in our last issue in the light of his research for an M.Sc. degree at Sussex University.
Mr M. Bastone reports on his archaeological investigations, the first ever carried out behind a
property on our High Street. The documentary history of another of the buildings tested in our
dendrochrono logical survey is given and there is another glimpse of the town at a time that older
readers can remember. Our Society's latest town trail is reviewed, along with other recent
publications, and the usual miscellany of short notes completes this number.
COVER ILLUSTRATIONS: Sketches by our committee member Dr C.J.V. Wheatley from our
third town trail, which he conceived and produced, reviewed on p.15 below.
TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO: Bulletin 25 (December 1978) reported a record membership, 406,
up 20% during the year and accounting for about 2% of the population. There were fourteen junior
members, all below the school-leaving age, who had mounted two small exhibitions, led by Mark
Berry, whose account of his one-man fight to save an open space at Eden Vale had won him a prize in
a national competition. He had also worked with Mr D. Kirk on producing a video-tape on four
local buildings. There had been no difficulty in raising from members' donations all the money
needed to mark our tenth anniversary with tree-planting on King George's Field but work had been
postponed until the swimming pool had been completed. Our anniversary exhibition of our
'achievements, activities and aspirations for East Grinstead' had been accompanied by 'incessant
unseasonable rain' and consequently failed to cover costs. The county structure plan, the recently
completed inner relief road, the cemetery chapels and asphalt replacing brick in the High Street
pavements continued to occupy our attention. The Town Council had limited our access to
planning applications and had asked for 'the true facts' [sic] about the Museum to be printed, having
taken offence at the highlighting of its insecure status in the previous Bulletin. The editor obliged at
length. Our proposals for additions to the town's listed buildings were printed, as was a list of the
nine areas in which tree preservation orders were in force. Other articles dealt with the Elephant's
Head coffee tavern in Queens Road and the recently created Forest Way linear country park.
BULLETIN 79 (Spring 2003): By the editor's carelessness, p.8 was printed in a revised version of
the original text but p.6 in an unrevised version. In consequence the endnotes did not correspond to
the correct points in the text. In paragraph 2, in the sentence beginning 'this path, extinguished ...',
the words 'in 1923 as useless and never used" should be substituted for 'between ... significance'
and subsequent endnote numbers amended accordingly. Under 'Cover Picture' on p.3 'ever
The editor apologises.
Readers are asked to amend
exhilarating' should be 'even exhilarating'.
their copies.
AS OTHERS SAW US (20): 'I am quite of your opinion.' East Grinstead is 'a Dreadful Place for
him [John Cranston] to set Down in.' - Mrs Green, John's mother-in-law, letter to Mrs Collier, 10
October 1763, four years after John had built East Court. (The Collier Letters, vol.2, p.361)
AS WE SAW OURSELVES (10): 'One of the oldest-fashioned places in the county', of 'quaint

and picturesque appearance' - J.C. Stenning, 1868 (Sussex Archaeological Collections, vol. 20, pp.
143, 132)
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Peter Freeland

FRANS VERA AND ASHDOWN FOREST

After reading the interesting article by Chris. Marrable 'A new vision of the wildwood' in The
Bulletin of the East Grinstead Society, no. 79 (Spring 2003) I would like to add comments about 1 the
theories of the Dutch ecologist Frans Vera and 2 the relevance of those theories to the ecology of
Ashdown Forest.
1 F.W.M. Vera's book Grazing and Forest History (2000) was regarded by some ecologists
as a landmark publication, mainly because the author proposed several novel, plausible ideas based
on knowledge and observation which challenged concepts that were widely held by ecologists and a
significant percentage of the adult population. One of his most fruitful ideas concerned the nature
of 'wildwood', primeval forest that developed naturally throughout the British Isles after the last ice
age ended, about 13,000 years ago, and persisted, without much modification by human influences,
until the Bronze Age (roughly 4000 years ago). Typically, this 'wildwood' has been envisaged as
dense, dark, high forest, more or less uniform in its composition, which covered the length and
breadth of the United Kingdom. One author has said that if you walked across it from coast to
coast, you would never escape the shade cast by the high tree canopy.
If this really was the true nature of the 'wildwood', Vera would like to know how it is that
animals which now live in pastures, heath and scrub managed to survive and evolve. His solution
lies in proposing a different model of 'wildwood'. He suggests the primeval forests were quite
open in places; in fact with numerous glades and lawns, much as you find in the New Forest today.
He claims that it was in such areas that the present occupants of open habitats originated, a view that
appeals to common sense and has gained many supporters.
2 Plants on Ashdown Forest undergo the following succession
Climax Communiy
Heather
(mostly
Calluna

overgrowth
Bracken

Scrub
(mostly gorses + broom)

7~~

o. Large Trees
(oak + other
/dUOUS trees +
pine)

N Small Trees
(silver birch, holly, hawthorn, hazel, willow etc.)

If we apply Vera's theory uncritically to these plants, it might be supposed that stands of
heather on the Forest are permanent, static units, which have stood for centuries, maintained mainly
by the grazing presence of herbivores on other plants which compete with heathers for space and
nutrients. Unfortunately there is little hard evidence to support such a view.
Today, after
From 1970 to 73 I studied nine such stands of heather on Ashdown Forest.
only thirty years, more than half of these stands are undergoing transition into areas dominated by
bracken or scrub. Current grazing pressures from herbivores appear insufficient to maintain
discrete areas of heather within the forest ecosystem. It is fire, rather than grazing pressure, which
acts as the principal selective force on the Forest, constantly changing the composition of the flora at
any defined location, yet preserving the overall appearance of the Forest, which probably looks today
much as it did in the 19th century. Fire, which is usually more damaging to other plants than it is to
heather stands. Regular burning, at 3 7 year intervals,
heather, helps to ensure the survival

of

-
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encourages the emergence of new heather plants, as heather seeds are stimulated into germination by
high temperatures. Heather seedlings tend to be among the first colonisers of burnt topsoil. This
means that, over relatively short periods of time, we can see changes in the position and size of
heather stands on Ashdown Forest, determined in part by the location and severity of forest fires.
Maybe fire, triggered by lightning, was also a major selective agent that operated in ancient
'wildwood', creating open spaces that could have taken as much as one hundred years to regenerate
to climax community. Perhaps the small, relatively mobile animals that lived in these open parts of
the primeval forest moved from one region of regeneration to another, depending on forest fires for
the creation of their habitats.
I have done what he did: I have
Thoughts of this nature bring me back to Frans Vera.
produced a theory, based on knowledge and observation, which many readers will find entirely
plausible, but I have failed to support it with any hard evidence. Scientific theories stand or fall on
the weight of evidence marshalled in their support. The jury is still out, deciding whether Vera's
contributions to ecology should be called 'profound insight', intelligent speculation' or 'unwarranted
assumption'.

WHALES- IN EAST GRINSTEAD

M.J. Leppard

In Bulletin 77 (Autumn 2002, p.10) I discussed the place-names W(h)alesbeech and
W(h)alesbergh. In Bulletin 79 (Spring 2003, p.5) 1 added Whaleshatch to the discussion, recorded
in a rental of the manor of Maresfield in 1546 and located by Mr C.J. Hobbs in an area between
Hartfleld Road and the Forest pale bounded by Chapel Lane and Post Horn Lane.' Since it must
have referred to one of the gates to the Forest, I suggested it had to correspond to either Plawes Gate
at the end of the former or Postern Gate at the end of the latter.
Mr Hobbs has now informed me of an earlier reference to it in the records of the manor of
Maresfield, as Wadehatche, held by John Plaw in 1454-55.
This enables me to propose a precise
identification and also an etymology that has nothing to do with W(h)alesbeech and W(h)alesbergh.
Wadehatche and Whaleshatch must be alternative forms of Waithatch, recorded only in 1636,
as an (unlikely) alternative name for Forest Row, and discussed by me in Bulletin 68 (Autumn 1999,
p.7). I argued that the first element must be Wald, as in Wall Hill, which is found as Waidhill in
1546. Since Wall Hill is also found as Walehill, in c. 1535 , Whaleshatch must be another version
of an original but unrecorded form Waldhatch, as must Wadehatch, and nothing to do with
W(h)alesbeech and W(h)alesbergh.
The fact that Wadehatche was held by John Plaw in 1454-55 compels us to identify it with
Plawes Gate, a name first recorded in 1658.6 If the reference to 'Forrest Roe alias Walhatch' in
1636 is not (as I suspect) an ill-informed aberration, then it must imply that the main access to Forest
Row from the south was via Plawes Gate and Chapel Lane rather than via Highgate and Lewes Road
as it has been since at least the turnpiking of the road from London as far as Highgate in 1723.
Whaleshatch., Wadehatch or Walihatch is thus the Forest gate to/from the Wald, Weald or
Wild, the untamed area, but W(h)alesbeech and W(h)alesbergh still await definitive interpretation.
' Bulletin 62, p. 12
REFERENCES (SAC. = Sussex Archaeological Collections; S.R.S. = Sussex Record Society):
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EXCAVATIONS AT 7-9-11 HIGH STRET, EAST GRINSTEAD, 2001-02

Martin Bastone

The aim of the excavation was to discover if any remains of earlier structures could be
uncovered in the rear garden of a mediaeval building in the High Street. Very little archaeological
work has been carried out within the heart of East Grinstead. The opportunity to carry out a limited
excavation in this area arose when the garden at the rear of Wickenden's sweet shop (no. 11) was
made available by Mr Geoff. Wickenden for the purpose.
Existing town plans seemed to indicate that several structures had been present at the rear of
the building (now 7-9-11 High Street) but their exact location and construction date were unknown.
There is written and oral evidence that the buildings were still present and in use in the Victorian
period. The main building on the plans was believed to have been still in use in the late 19th
century and seems to have been lived in and used as a workshop. It was hoped that an excavation
in the area might find its corner foundations. However, although building material was found, no
foundations were apparent. The main body of this building and another smaller structure are
believed to be in the gardens of nos 7 and 9. The bricks from a structure on the site may have been
used to build at least two of the walls that surround the gardens. All the bricks forming walls
appear to be post-1810 and are probably late Victorian.
Excavations on the site revealed evidence of usage from the mediaeval period to the present
day. However, material which could be definitely dated to the 17th century was not apparent. It
was noted that the whole of this garden (behind no. 11) had been covered with a new layer of soil
around 1900. Material post-dating the 17th century was abundant. This includes all the building
material which can be definitely dated and a wide variety of artefacts. The building material was
consistent with material known to be from the late- 18th and the 19th centuries for the most part, with
some later material also.
The only structure of any significance discovered was the well at the rear of the garden behind
no.7 but on part of the land belonging to no. 11. Its date was not established. The area
immediately surrounding the well was excavated to one metre in depth and a small brick standing
area was uncovered to the east of the well and adjoining it. This paved area contained material
which suggests that it is late- l8th century and appears to have been completely covered over around
1900. The orientation of the bricked area suggests that the route from no. 11 along the back wall to
the well was certainly in existence from the 18th century and possibly earlier. The wall of the well
may have been extended in height and also set back when the ground level was raised. This is
indicated by the bricks above ground which are out of alignment with the walls within the well.
Within the curtilage a concrete path
The well is located at the north-west end of the site.
which has come from the High Street leads to it, bounded on the east by a red brick garden wall and
by the back of the National Westminster Bank on the west. The mute is cut off by brambles, which
are there to prevent accidents and further dumping of waste material.
The date at which the well was dug is uncertain but is probably 18th century. The evidence
from the excavation around the well suggests that the bricks which were laid adjacent to the edge date
from sometime in the early 19th century, possibly as early as 1810. (The straight line of brick
running north-south stands back from the rim by 54 cm.) It is likely that these bricks were recycled
from elsewhere, as the line of bricks is not aligned to the well edge. However, a clay pipe and a
number of ceramic sherds found at the rear of the brick paving in the yellow sand/clay matrix suggest
that this brick standing area may have been in use at an earlier date (late 18th century). No material
earlier than the 18th century was found in the area of the well. Eventually the brick paved area was
covered with a build-up of white sand/clay material. This was heavily compacted, suggesting that

7
it was frequently walked on for a long time.
It is likely that the well was still in use until the late
19th century, when wells in East Grinstead were closed down owing to the typhoid concerns
prevalent around 1875.
The depth of the well could not be discovered owing to the large amount of waste material in
it, which has accumulated until it is now about three metres below the rim. A wall abuts the well
and forms the most easterly perimeter of the National Westminster Bank in London Road. A path
to the side of the bank allows access to the wall, which is five metres high. This wall is about one
metre from the well edge on the west side.
There would have been other, earlier, wells within the bounds of the rear of the building.
These are more likely to be nearer the house and still await discovery.
The most interesting find was a fragment of Saxo-Norman (9th-12th centuries) rim from a
trench, which was excavated within and along the western border of the garden of no. 11 near the
building. Unfortunately the context in which it was found also contained 18th century material.
Consequently it is likely that it was deposited there from another nearby location during back-filling
in the 18th century. Its condition would suggest that it had not been on the surface for long before
it was reburied. it is believed to be the oldest known pottery fragment found in East Grinstead
town centre. It is a red-grey fragment of rim from a domestic pot. It has a coarse surface texture
with gritty inclusions with charring on the internal surface.
A few other mediaeval pot fragments were found, dated by the Sussex Archaeological Society
to the 14th-i 6th centuries. Those which were clearly identifiable were
1 A grey/buff rim fragment.
It has a fine fabric with fine inclusions.
The rim has a
square even section. It is domestic ware, lSth/l6th century.
2 A red/pink base fragment. This has a thumbed 'pie-crust' foot typical of domestic ware
of the 14th/1 5th century.
3 A grey/red body fragment with a green/yellow glaze on the exterior surface and
incised/combed decoration applied over the exterior surface.
The fabric is of uniform
thickness and has fine inclusions.
The decoration is typical of finer quality decorative
tablewares in the 13th- 15th centuries.
Finds from the post-mediaeval period included 18th century clay pipe fragments, glass
bottles, pottery sherds, porcelain, a knife handle and various other objects. The 19th century finds
included clay pipe and various porcelain fragments, metals and slate. The bones were mostly cow
and sheep and one chicken bone. The 20th century material tended to be burnt, evidence of many
bonfires. This material included various porcelain fragments, metals and paper fragments.
This excavation has shown that no substantial structures ever occupied the land behind no. 11
and that it has at various times served as a garden and a workyard. Waste material has been
deposited in pits in this area at various times and in differing amounts, with the bulk of the 18th
century material buried in the pit nearest the building on the west side of the garden. Later pits
penetrated the 18th century pit and redistributed the 18th century material along with a small number
of mediaeval pottery sherds. The whole garden behind no. 11 was covered with a new layer of soil
in the late 19th or early 20th century. Since then it has remained a garden.
It is hoped that the material produced during this excavation will be of use to future
archaeologists working in the High Street. It will be deposited with East Grinstead Town Museum.

n.
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McDonough, Laura Gibbs), Sussex Archaeological Society, John Mills (West Sussex County Archaeologist),
Staff at Barbican House museum, Lewes.
This article complements the dendrochronology and structural and documentary histories of 7-9-11
High Street in Bulletins 75, 76 and 77. (For availability of back-numbers see p.2.)

4 HIGH STREET (Bulletin 79, Spring 2003, p.11):

ADDENDA

David Gould

Thomas Steer is still at the premises in Kelly's directory for 1874.
In the 1881 census,
although house-numbers were not in use, it is probably William Streatfield, a 26-year old butcher
born in Withyham., who is there.
Mrs Streatfield, butcher, is certainly there in Steer's East
Grinstead directory for 1886.
Frederick Charles Watford (not Walford, as printed) is there until
Dixon's East Grinstead directory for 1912. Robert Barker, butcher, is there in the edition for 1914
but in those for 1915 and 1916 there is a blank space.
TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO: The work of the East Grinstead Society 'all seems excellent value
for money' and 'the list of its activities is an impressive one'. - Sussex Life, Nov. 1978, quoted in
Bulletin 25 (Dec. 1978)
WHERE ARE THEY NOW? Mark Berry, leader of our junior members in 1978 (p.3), pursued his
and our interests, taking a degree in town planning. He still works in local government, living in
Forest Row with his wife and children, and is a leading member of the Ashdown Family Church.
RECENT PUBLICATIONS:
The November 2002 issue of SUSSEX LIFE contained an
illustrated article on East Grinstead today, 'Country Crossroads', by Peter Newman. The April
2003 number had an article on Sackville College by Rosie Ellis, 'Photographer Mike Hemsley goes
back to College'. A revised, tenth, edition of the official town guide has come out, in the
customary format (75 n.p.). For other recent publications see pp.15f below.
LOCAL REFERENCES IN SUSSEX ARCHAEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS

(continued from Bulletin 77)

Vol. 93 (1955) p.liii 14th century armorial seal found at E.G. [now in Town Museum]
72 Course of Roman road
94 (1956)
95 (1957) pp.56f. Coroner's case 1466
60ff. Trial of Thomas at Hoth 1533 [later of E.G.]
71 if. Broadleys and Tickerage [cf. pp.9-12 above]
96 (1958) p.lv polished axe of igneous rock from Forest Row to S.A.S. Museum
25 sanctuary claimed at E.G. Church 1412
97 (1959)
98 (1960) p.70 Robert Rednes M.P. for E.G. 1459, John Audley lands at E.G. 1455
99 (1961) pp.lxiif. Shovelstrode records
4,6 taxation, 1334, 1524/25
26, 28f., 32f. 18th century electioneering
29 Rowses

THE SOCIETY'S DENDROCIIRONOLOGY PROJECT
So far we have printed an interim summary of the findings of this project (Bulletin 73, Spring
2001) and more detailed studies of three of the properties surveyed: 7-9-11 High Street (Bulletins
75, Winter 2001-02, 76, Spring 2002, and 77, Autumn 2002), 1-2 Judges Terrace (77) and 4 High
Street (79, Spring 2003). There follows a more detailed study of 34-40 High Street from the initial
notes for and final report on the project and as gathered from documentary sources.

34-40 HIGH STREET (Broadleys' shop)
STRUCTURAL HISTORY, prepared for the survey by the late Peter Gray
34-40 High Street is not typical in layout to any other building in the town; it is larger,
occupying a 4 rod plot rather than the normal 2 rod of most of the other burgages. Since the 15th
century it has comprised two separate structures, the main range nos 36-40 and no. 34 a range end-on
to the Street of at least four bays over cellars cut into the natural rock. The main range is of four
bays with an aisled open hail with entrance bay and a floored bay at the eastern end. There is also
the cart way at the eastern end, integral with the structure, giving access to the rear. It is quite
possible that we had a courtyard arrangement of which the present building formed the front range:
certainly an exceptional building which was of considerable importance in the town at the time.
NOTE: There is an account by R.T. Mason, published in 1939. Though superseded by Mr Gray's
interpretation, its strictly factual information may still stand, including the photograph and plan.'
However, his identification of it as the building with a vaulted cellar mentioned in the Buckhurst
Terrier in 1598 and his speculation that it was the Brotherhood Hall of the pre-Reformation Fraternity
of St Katherine have been shown to be untenable in the light of later documentary research. 2 Ed.
DENDROCLIRONOLOGICAL

D.H. Miles and M.J. Worthington

The samples relate to the front range; no datable timber was found in the crosswing. Felling dates Winter 1351-52 and Spring 1352.
DOCUMENTARY

M.J. Leppard

The cellar behind no.34, although not a written document, can be taken as the first evidence
for the history of the property. It was recorded by J.C. Stenning in 1868 as 'an ancient vaulted
apartment, with a groined roof, the boss at the intersection of the ribs being a shield with the arms of
the family of Dalyngruge (a cross engrailed), who were of Bolebrook, in Hartfield'. 3 By August
1877 the vaulting was likely to be destroyed 4 and by October 1885 it had gone, 'to meet the
exigencies of an increasing business' 5. The chamber remains, however, reported by Mr Gray in
1992 as the rear section of the cellars under the whole building. 'The springing of the vaults can be
seen at the top of the virgin stone walls, some 6' above the existing floor. There is evidence for a
narrow 2' doorway in the south wall of the cellar. It is now bricked up.' 6 The natural inference is
that both the cellar and the buildings above were built for the Dallingridges, who acquired both
Bolebrook and the arms in 1272 and died out locally in 1469. Stenning surmised that they used the
property as a lodging when going to and from Bolebrook or hunting on Ashdown Forest. Since
Bolebrook is equally close to the Forest the latter use seems superfluous. If they lodged here at all
The cellars,
it would have been when the assizes or other business made a town house desirable.
In his 1992 report Mr Gray suggested that the cross-wing
however, point to a trading function.
with its fine first-floor room facing the street might have had some civic function.
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No name for the property is found before 1616. The earliest written record is in the survey
of 1564 where it accounts for two burgages, eleven portlands and two 'posts', owned by John Leedes
and occupied by John Wynsor. 7 John Leedes was a local landowner but we know nothing about
John Wynsor and so, with no certainty about what the 'posts' were, we can say nothing about the
then use of the building. However, the fact that in the same survey Richard Wynsor holds the
detached burgage and portland on the Common and the plat where the windmill used to stand could
suggest a family connection with the catering industry (as was certainly the case with the family of
his landlord, George Duffelde), especially in the light of what follows.
The next reference is much more informative, a legal agreement (later abrogated) by George
Turner of Lingfield gent. on 14 December 1616 to convey to Edward Drewe of East Grinstead gent.
for £800 the manor of Brockhurst and two burgages called the Lyon with 20 acres. 8 In his will,
dated 12 January 1619 and proved 17 March 1619, Drewe, a substantial and wealthy property owner
who ran the George [Clarendon House, Judges Terrace to us], bequeathed to Edward Lea for ten
years the Lion, 2 burgages and 2 portlands that he had purchased from George Turner gent. 9 The
grounds for identifying the Lion with 34-40 High Street will become apparent below.
A rental for c. 1645 naming Thomas Mathew as occupier is our next source.' ° He, or his
father or son of the same name, also held a cottage, roughly where 2 London Road now stands, and
two 'posts'. (Thomas Mathew senior and junior were both jurors at an inquest here in 1639.")
Our fragmentary parish register for the period records under 11 May 1647 or 49 the burial of a
Thomas Mathew described by a word given by the editor (but querying if it is the correct reading) as
brasier. 12 The original might, however, have read 'glasier'; others of the surname are found in both
occupations and Thomas's successor at 2 London Road, John Chennell, was a glazier." It does not
follow, however, that the tenant of 34-40 High Street pursued either of these trades; the information
in the paragraphs before and after this makes it far more likely he was an innkeeper.
In the next two rentals, for 1662 and 1669, widow Budgin is here. 14 Her occupation is not in
doubt, for on 2 May 1662 Giles Moore, the rector of Horsted Keynes, 'spent at Mistresse Budgeons
at the red lyon in meate & drinke 3' Ostler 6",while in East Grinstead on business 15. In the same
year and in 1671 Margaret 'Butchm'IBudgen appears in Quarter Sessions records as an alehousekeeper in East Grinstead. 16 In 1670 Widow 'Bridger' is taxed on five hearths. 17 Three years
later Widow 'Bugin' was reported to the Earl of Dorset for non-payment of rent.' 8 This may have
some connection with the fact that by the time of her death, recorded at the Court Baron on 1 October
1679, Margaret Butching held 1 burgage and portland called 'le King's head', leaving John and
William Budgin as her heirs. 19 From other records the King's Head can be shown to be our no.46
High Street, a more modest establishment, and the Budgens or Butchings a dynasty of innkeepers and
alehouse-keepers. Moore's evidence and the scale of the premises suggest the Red Lion must have
been an inn rather than an alehouse.
In 1679 John Plaw at the Red Lyon was presented for the sign post lately erected and a
horseblock in the street. 20. In the rental covering 1678 —83, known only from partial reprinting by
Hills21 , James Levett is there. He was an alehouse keeper in 167122, whereabouts we do not know.
As with so many High Street properties we then, for want of sources, enter a century-long
tunnel of ignorance, emerging in 1781 to find Robert Knight at the Red Lion. 23 After that, the innname has not been found; it may be assumed that it soon went out of business, like so many other
licensed premises in the town, a conclusion supported by the multiple occupation recorded in the
plentiful subsequent documents. It may be that one of the occupants was using the portlands rather
than living and/or working in the building.
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In the 1790 Church ratebook Elizabeth Clark, Richard Sawyer and Henry Bishop are the
occupants. 24 The rental of the Duke of Dorset's burgageholds for 1791-92 records Elizabeth Clarke
at £7.15s., Richard Sawyer at £4 and Mary Bishop at £3.25 In the 1811 draft census return Samuel
Stephens, a brazier, occupies the eastern part, with 3 males and 6 females in his family, and John
Haywood, plumber, the western, with 4 males and 2 females. 26 Stephens is first recorded in 1794, as
brazier and tinman.27 Pigot's directory of Sussex for 1823 lists him as ironmonger and brazier and
Elizabeth Heywood as plumber and painter. In the 1827 Dorset Settlement Act a messuage
and burgage, portlands, garden and land, and a messuage, burgage (in two tenements), portlands,
gardens and land, all formerly belonging to Leonard Gale, are, respectively, late Samuel Stephens,
William Isard and Richard Austen, now Samuel Stephens (annual rent £7.1 5s.) and late Elizabeth
Sawyer after John Heywood now John Heywood's executors (9)28
In 1841 in the tithe award Richard Cooper, ironmonger etc., occupies the eastern half and
Alfred French, painter and glazier, the western, clearly the same businesses as before but in new
hands. Ten years later the census records Cooper as aged 57, born in East Grinstead, living with his
wife, unmarried son George (a whitesmith) and two unmarried daughters. French is a 35-year old
Lewes-born plumber, with wife, four young children and a plumber brother Frederick, employing
two men. In the 1861 census Cooper is a 65-year old widower, styled a master ironmonger
employing four men and one boy and living with an unmarried daughter and a grand-daughter.
Next door Edward Steer, aged 40, a plumber and builder employing three men and two boys, lives
with his wife, their plumber and painter sons William and Edward, respectively a journeyman and an
assistant, four younger children, a teenage niece acting as nurse, a 60 year-old widow as another
nurse, and two young journeymen carpenters.
The younger Edward Steer, born in East Hoathly in 1845, rose to prominence in public life
and in his reminiscences of the town in his boyhood 29 left a vivid picture from which only what
relates to 34-40 High Street can be selected here.
'At the close of 1856 my father moved from the village of East Hoathly. This was not quite
my first acquaintance with the town, but it was then that I became a resident, arriving on the
furniture wagon in the early morning, cold and half asleep, and, with the carter, spending the
rest of the night on the floor, upon a bed removed from the load, the rest of the furniture being
left on the wagon in the High-street till day-break.
'The premises had been for a century or more occupied for the same business, my father's
immediate predecessor being a Mr. Alfred French and to whom my father served his
apprentice, living during that period with his father at Harewood's Farm.
'Mr Richard Cooper carried on a considerable business as an ironmonger and tinsmith,
employing several hands. One workman was the noted "Dick" Strip, who is now [1899] an
inmate of the Workhouse. Mr Cooper was assisted by his two sons, George and James (the
latter of whom succeeded him), and it was most amusing to me as a boy, living next door, to
hear the altercations between one or other of the Coopers and "Dick". He was often
discharged by one or another, but always returned to his employment, alleging that the other
On one occasion "Dick" was sent into the garden and told,
had told him to come again.
This he did by stripping off all the
amongst other things, to trim up the cabbage bed.
outside leaves, leaving only the white hearts of the cabbages.'
On census day 1871 James Cooper, ironmonger aged 57, was at nos 38-40 and Mary Steer,
decorator aged 30, wife [of William] at 34-36. Ten years later James Cooper is a 61-year old
widower employing three men in his ironmongery and William H. Steer, a 40-year old builder and
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ironmonger, is back home next door continuing the family business.
Ten years later only the ages
have changed but in the 1901 census Frederick Sacker, a 37-year old journeyman tailor born in
Switzerland, is living at 3 8-40, Mary Steer, a 60-year old widow [of William] at 36 on her own
means, and Tilden Smith, a 50-year old plumber born at Crowhurst, Sussex, is at 34.
T. Smith and sons, gas-fitters and painters, had taken over the Steers' business by the date of
the 1899 Kelly's directory, presumably soon after William H. Steer's untimely death after falling
under a train at Grange Road station in January 1895. His obituary records that he had taken over
the family business on his father's death in 1872 with his brother-in-law John Bingham but after a
while Bingham had moved to Headeom and the partnership had been dissolved. His achievements
had included building the Congregational Church at Camden Road, Tunbridge Wells, the porter's
lodge and schools at Lewes Workhouse, the porters' lodge and tramps' wards at Blechingley
Workhouse, and the Congregationalist manse at Mayfield. 3° The story of Tilden Smith and his
business, which closed in 1959-60, is told in Beryl Golding's No More Cast Iron (1987).
Edward Steer, meanwhile, had set up his own builders' business and in August 1896
successfully tendered to put in a new shop front for the new owner of 3 8-40, G.H. Broadley,
previously a clothing retailer in Bromley, for £107.lOs. 3 ' The business he founded here, trading as
Broadley Bros from the start, is now in the fourth generation of the family. 32
George Herbert
Broadley, who did not live over the shop, was appointed a managing trustee of the Wesleyan chapel
in 1900.
By 1930 Smith's business had removed to Sackville Lane and directories show Arthur Wood
and Sons' piano warehouse at 3 8-40 High Street in that year and 1934, Rhythm Agencies, musical
instrument dealers in 1938, and Lindridge & Son Ltd [also a music shop] in 1953.
Wood and
Lindridge both used the name The Rhythm for their business. By 1963 Broadleys had taken over
nos 38-40 and in 1965 they installed the present continuous shopfront, designed by Mr G.H. Ralph,
hand-made by local craftsmen in oak with wooden pegging to hold it together as in the ancient
timber-framing tradition, and fitted by W.H. Price Ltd. '
34-40 High Street was included in the original list of buildings of historic and architectural
interest in 1946, grade Ill (subsequently re-organised as II).
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I am indebted to the tabulations and transcriptions of Mr P.D. Wood and Mr D. Gould for much of the census
and directory information used in this article and to Mr D.S. Rawlings for the references at notes 16 and 22.
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OUR FIRST POLICEMEN AND POLICE HOUSE

M.J. Leppard

When the East Sussex police force was set up in 1840 it consisted of a chief constable, three
superintendents and 22 regular constables. The latter acted like sergeants over the 120 'local
constables', unpaid and not uniformed, with authority only within their own parishes where they
acted alongside the existing traditional parish constables who were elected annually. In the first
distribution list, dated 1 February 1841, P.C. no.2, James Flanagan, was allocated to East Grinstead in
the A or Uckfield division. His nearest colleagues were at Hartfield and West Hoathly. As yet
there were no station houses, so the constables had to live in lodgings.
In the 1841 census, taken on 9 June, Flanagan, aged 25, is apparently living on the Common.
In January 1842 he was promoted to the new rank of inspector, based at Cuckfield. In due course
he became a superintendent but in 1862 retired on health grounds, one of them the removal two years
previously of a tumour in the head that had been caused by a blow at Crowborough fair in 1841.
The lock-up appended to the Sessions House in the High Street, demolished in 1828 when the
road was lowered, had been replaced by another, whose location is unknown.
Because it had no
windows it was no longer allowed to be used when Flanagan arrived.
He therefore had to walk
prisoners 20 miles to Lewes after having first taken them to a magistrate. Often they had to put up
in public houses for the night.
On 10 August 1841 the first police stations were ordered to be built, houses with cells
attached, starting at Cuckfleld and Uckfleld.
East Grinstead's must have been put up soon after,
though we do not know when; it does not appear on the tithe map of 1841.
It still stands, no.90
High Street, a private house now called the Old Lock Up. The cell window is easily identifiable,
diamond-shaped and high up to rule out communication between the prisoner and anyone outside.
The next policeman of whom we know here was William Kennard, whose wife died on 14
February 1846.' As Inspector Kennard he was moved from Lewes to Eastbourne in 1855. By the
time of the 1861 census he was back in East Grinstead, as Superintendent Kennard, aged 46 and
living at Lingfield Lodge. He died in February 1877, aged 62.2
Meanwhile the 1851 census had recorded James Judges, a 32 year-old married man, born in
Yalding, Kent, but in the 'police station' on his own.
By the time Edward Steer came here in 1856 [see p.11 above] the 'lock up or cage, as it was
called [was] the residence of the only policeman the town had. P.C. Lily was his name and a nice
job he had with the boys, whose play in the High-street he seemed most anxious to prevent. P.C.
Lily, whose first name was James, gave evidence at the trial of Edward Martin of Sackville College
on a charge of assaulting Dr J.H. Rogers there on 5 July 1856.
'

3

In 1860 a modern police station was opened in West Street but the old-lock up remained a
police house for a while. In the census taken on 16 April 1861 P.C. Robert Renvill, a 21-year old
born in Bolney, was living there with his wife and 6-month old son. The boy had been born in
Lewes, so Renvill must have only recently been posted from there to East Grinstead.
Unpublished diary of Thomas Cramp in the possession of descendants in Horsham
Parish magazine, March 1877
Reminiscences serialised in the East Grinstead Observer, 1899 4 Surrey Gazette, 16 July 1856 (Rogers's first volume
of cuttings, Sackville College MSS, West Sussex Record Office) I am grateful for census information to Mrs D.F.
Neville (1841) and Mr D. Gould (Kennard, 1861). All other information not acknowledged in the text or footnotes I
owe to R.V. Kyrke, History of East Sussex Police, 1840-1967(1967), seen by the kindness of Mr P.A. Hunter.
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A 1946 VIGNETTE

M.J. Leppard

Under the title 'A 1932 Vignette' Mr David Gould contributed to Bulletin 55 (Autumn 1994)
the text of the message on a local postcard of that year together with explanatory comments.
When it came out I had recently bought two local postcards, evidently sent together in an
envelope, with what amounts to a short letter covering every square inch of their backs. The card's
are Frith's view of Tudor House and shops to its east (no. 70619) first produced in 1921, and
Photochrom's 'East Grinstead from Cinder Path, East Court', with a glimpse of the railway line to
Tunbridge Wells (no. 46056) probably first produced about a decade earlier than the Frith.
The
letter, however, is dated 21 February 1946, for suitable pictures were frequently reprinted.
The
sender seems to hail from London and the addressee apparently lives on another continent.
For its details of life in 1946 and for its Arcadian view of our town it seems worth printing in
full, unedited.
'Dearest Lois, Your welcome airletter received.
As you see I am here visiting my
son & his family who are quite settled down in this sweet little country market town.
This [picture] is typical of the place these old Elizabethan houses & all very old. We
go some lovely walks. The place abounds in paths over stiles through fields &
woods. We have walked every day somewhere new, since I came. Have been here
just on three weeks. I had a bad influenza cold just after New Year, went to the
Doctor had two bottles, was not ill enough to stay in bed, kept over my fire in my
living room,, cosy & warm Then Geo. & Sylvia suggested I come down & visit them.
I was glad to get away from the flat to this lovely country air. All the Spring flowers
are blooming now, primroses & snowdrops in the woods, soon their will be daffodils
& the lilac will soon be out on the trees, the buds are well formed. I am leaving here
tomorrow by bus to visit my brother at Netley Abbey, & his family. I leave here by
bus at 10 am, arriving at Portsmouth about 4 pm. I shall have travelled all along the
south coast from Brighton including such places as Bognor, Littlehampton,, Chichester.
I don't know if you have heard of this places. They are all South Coast towns,
where people go for summer holidays. Betty my sister-in-law is meeting me at
Portsmouth where we take the train for Netley Abbey, just a short run. How are the
plans getting on for your exit? Every time you write I think I am going to hear you
are on the way. As you must hear from the papers, we are in a muddle with our food
supplies. It won't do to get any worse, we are in a bad enough state. If we are to
be rationed for bread it will just be the limit. London & suburbs are the worst
served. Geo. & Sylvia do awfully well here. They have had lots of oranges,
lemons, grapefruit & bananas since I have been here, none in London. I hope you
will be able to stand it. No more for now; so all my love & best wishes for the
future, Yours ever Gwen,'
It would be interesting to know if George and Sylvia, Lois, Betty and Gwen can be identified.
It would also be interesting to know how easily Gwen's bus journey could be undertaken today,
though one wonders why she did not go all the way by train, either by Three Bridges and the Mid
Sussex line or even via Lewes and Brighton.
WE KNOW WHAT YOU MEAN: Longstanding local resident, after reading the recollections of
Dr Golding-Bird in Bulletin 79: 'Dr Golding-Bird's eyebrows always used to tickle me'.
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TOWN TRAIL 3, VICTORIAN HERITAGE (The East Grinstead Society, 2003, £1) P.D. Wood
TI-IE EASt' GRINSTEAI) SOCIETY

Town Trail 3

ictorian Heritage

East Grinstead's third town trail is an ambitious
production. It sets out to give us a comprehensive
survey of the town's Victorian buildings, a big task, and
succeeds remarkably well. In the process it lists
almost sixty items, covers 3 km of streets and occupies
at least two hours of the customer's time. This makes
it something of an enthusiast's choice
one's first
thought is that few tourists have the energy or the
attention span to cover so much ground, but the trail is
ingeniously designed to split in half at the top of Moat
Road and either half can be followed separately.
-

FF
---1.

~

9_1

I:k:lil::1T.:
,s.4wr

IV

.- --lt.'rr '•l.JI

C*

183

The coverage is wide: a great variety of items is
described, churches, railway architecture, breweries,
kerbstones, terra cotta decoration and many others.
This helps to avoid repetition, for the different
excellencies of Victorian building are not numerous and
tend to recur regularly in a provincial setting like ours.
We get pleasing glimpses of alleyways, back yards and
privies, notes on vanished buildings and some very good
vignette illustrations. Dr Wheatley is to be
congratulated on his solo achievement.

Inevitably, in dealing with so great a quantity of built environment, even at some length, there
must be some omissions. True working-class houses (as opposed to villas) are now rare, and a
word on West Street, Ship Street or Queens Road might have been worthwhile or maybe they have
vanished, or gone all bijou since I last saw them. Anyway, do buy the trail, pack a Mars bar and the
Elastoplast, and set out. You won't regret it.
-

HONOUR WHERE HONOUR IS DUE

M.J. Leppard

Dallaway House is the name chosen for the new building in the angle of Queens Road and
Dallaway Gardens. I suggested Godley House. Its predecessor, built some time after 1873, was
originally called Mead Villa, no doubt because the site was part of the former Swan Mead. In 1886
it was inhabited by Mrs Godley, whose late husband's builders' yard was alongside, where now
stands the Queens Hall.
He died in 1881 and must have built Mead Villa as well as several other
houses in Queens Road, West Street, etc.
To name it Godley House would have been a worthy
tribute to one of our leading local builders.
It would also have recalled Sidney Frank Godley,
V.C., commemorated by a plaque on the front of East Court. No link has been established between
his family and the builder's, but that need not have been an objection. The builders usually spelt
their name Godly, but the Godley spelling, also found occasionally for them, would have helped save
prospective and future residents from any suspicion of undue piety.
Mr N. Sherry has informed me that Godley House is the name of a block of flats in Bethnal
Green bearing a plaque in honour of our hero, who was caretaker of the nearby Cranbrook School.
The flats are part of the Digby Estate, opened in 1935 and named in honour of Charles Digby, the
builder of the slums that preceded them.
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OTHER RECENT PUBLICATIONS

reviewed by the Editor

THE FELBRIDCE & DISTRICT HISTORY GROUP has produced 'handouts' on Acacia
Cottage, just in Sussex (July 2003), and Imberhorne Farm, in Felbridge ecclesiastical parish but in
our civil parish (May 2003), to the usual standards of diligent research, writing-up and presentation.
The Imberhorne paper draws on a wide range of unpublished material, much of it unfamiliar to me,
and prints extensive extracts from such documents, saving future researchers a good deal of trouble.
It deserves a complementary article in a future Bulletin when sufficient work has been done.
Meanwhile, the following comments may not be out of order in aiding the Group's continuing
commitment to the estate, in fleidwalking as well as documentary research and in the interpretation of
the findings in displays at the farm and in further publications.
Work on Domesday Book in our Bulletins from no.5 8 onwards has made untenable the theory
that a half-hide listed under Sedlescombe may be Imberhorne. The suggestion that the Domesday
Felsmere was Imberhorne does not 'rest on' the age of the pond but would be strengthened by it.
To speak of a 'dramatic name change' is sensationalising and to derive Felsmere from Old Norse
flies in the face of historical knowledge and common sense. Feltbruge, which is (not may be)
Felbridge, and Feldiond are not continuations of Feismere but further instances of the element feld,
the open country. Imberhorne would have been a farm all along, not a 'possible farm' first
recorded in 1597-98. Field-names like Marl Pitt have nothing to do with ironworking but with the
excavation of marl to enrich the soil. Local clothiers' selling cloth in London implies a local
industry rather than an 'excess' of production here. If it could, as suggested, imply sheep-farming
at Imberhome, it could equally have no bearing on that farm at all. There is a risk that acreages
stated in various documents have been taken too literally; allowance must be made for estimates and
for the difference between the cultivated areas of fields and their full hedge-to-hedge extents.
Imberhorne cannot possibly have been, as stated, a messuage in the borough (i.e. town) of East
Grinstead in 1785, or at any other time. The road proposed in 1817 seems to have been an
upgrading of the ancient east-west track rather than something completely new. The railway siding
was private, not 'personal', and Mary Sackville was Countess Amherst, not 'of Amherst'. There is
no such thing as a ladyship of a manor; a female who inherits one is its lord.
The use of Frederick Redman's reminiscences in the East Grinstead Museum Society's
Newsletter 11 is not acknowledged in the bibliography (though permission was subsequently sought
to quote from it in the display at the farm). Suggestions made in the past that are quoted in the text
should be attributed to their sources, as a courtesy and to help readers judge their credibility.
EAST GRINSTEAD MUSEUM COMPASS No.12 (Autumn 2003) contains a report on hedgerowdating at Crawley Down, more on rough music, an article on local names for three plants, a further
installment of local dialect vocabulary, an account of stereoscopic photographs recently given to the
museum and two sides on recent publications covering the local area. (kl at Museum, £1.20 by post)
The Trustees of the Museum have produced a revised edition of Tony Hounsome's history of cinema
in East Grinstead, THREEPENNYWORTH OF DARK (2003, available only from the Museum, £2;
by post £2.35).
THE SUSSEX RECORD SOCIETY'S volume 87 (2003) is a catalogue of East Sussex
parliamentary deposited plans: schemes for railways, roads, public utilities etc. Among those for
East Grinstead are railways that never materialised and a 'bus station' (?garage) in Garland Road in
1937. A comprehensive introduction explains the nature of the documents and their uses for
historians.
For other recent publications see pp. 8 and 15 above.

