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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY
The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East Grinstead and its
environs. The town has a long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for the time
being to the hands of our generation. It should be our concern that such contributions as we in turn
make are worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future.
The Society arranges regular talks, discussions and visits. It produces a Bulletin of articles of local
interest and a Newsletter thrice yearly. Its 1969 report on the High Street conservation area was well
received as a basis for future policy. It is very active in monitoring all planning applications and
making representations to the authorities on planning issues. It has held six exhibitions, planted
trees, restored the churchyard railings and financed tree-ring dating of some buildings in the High
Street. It has also produced surveys of trees, seats and playground equipment, provided a plaque by
the mass grave of victims of enemy action in Mount Noddy cemetery and presented seats in memory
It has published a book of
of leading former members to Sackville College and the High Street.
reminiscences, three sets of postcards reproducing old photographs and two town trails (one of them
also in French) and, with the Town Council, established the now independent Town Museum.
The Society is registered as a charity (no.257870) and with the Civic Trust and is a member of the
Federation of Sussex Amenity Societies. A copy of its constitution is available on request.
The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to represent public opinion;
the larger the membership the greater the influence. The subscription is £10 p.a., renewable on 1
January every year (except by those joining on or after 1 October). Persons wishing only to receive
the Bulletin can do so at a special rate of £5 per calendar year, payable in advance to the Editor
(address on cover).
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY

No. 79 (Spring 2003)

EDITORIAL
We welcome in this number a new contributor, Ranger Marrable of Ashdown Forest, whose
article on pp.4f is not only interesting in its own right but also casts light on one of the running
concerns of recent issues, the early stages of settlement hereabouts. Mr Marrable warns that it is 'a
précis of a 300 page book and therefore leaves out all the detail and much of the evidence!' Other
articles continue the exploration of that concern and of another equally prominent recent theme, the
buildings tested in our dendrochronological survey. There are reminiscences of a prominent figure
in the town's 20th century history and an item inspired by the 50th anniversary in June of the death of
Hilaire Belloc. As usual we also aim to review or notice all new publications of local interest,
which in part depends on members keeping the editor informed of what is being produced.
TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO
Bulletin 24 (May 1978) reported our plans to mark our tenth anniversary with tree-planting on
King George's Field and an exhibition of our 'achievements, activities and aspirations for East
Grinstead' in the summer. It also recorded our packed 'progress report' meeting on the inner relief
road and our fights to preserve the Queens Road cemetery chapels and the brick pavements in the
High Street. Anniversary articles were an account of our origins and a review of our local history
work to date. There was also a young person's guide to local history in East Grinstead, some more
memories of an air raid warden and the usual smaller items.
COVER PICTURE: The Large Parish Hall, drawn by its architect, John D. Clarke, F.R.I.B.A., of
Eastbourne (reduced from the original in the Town Mueum). Erected in 1929 at a cost of over
£4000 and accommodating 350 persons, it measured 50' by 34'/2 ', including lobby and paybox, stage,
two dressing rooms alongside, and a classroom and kitchen behind. The architect described it as
'light, cheery and ever exhilarating'. The Small Hall was added in 1933.
LAST BULLETIN COVER (Halsford Park House by 'Bobef, 1966): Our Chairman Miss Cole has
kindly provided the accompanying
drawing of the house by the
same artist in the same year,
published by Avon Galleries in
both postcard and greetings card
forms. She writes 'I
remember that Mr J. Peters, the
husband of the matron at
Haisford Park, worked with the
artist for this firm. He was
supplied with a polaroid camera
to take photographs which the
artist would then work up for
printing. I know one summer
he went round to many hotels
and pubs trying to get them to
buy them to sell.'
APPEAL: Mr J. Ross, Overview and Scrutiny Officer, Mid Sussex District Council, is seeking
information on and examples of the work of the architect Harold George Turner (1885-1961).

A NEW VISION OF THE WILD WOOD

Chris Marrable

Reprinted, with permission, from Ashdown Forest News, no. 44 (Spring 2003)

Frans Vera is a Dutch ecologist who noticed that when a huge polder was neglected, it didn't
become wooded as traditional thinking would predict but remained as short turf, with a very gradual

appearance of spiny shrubs. This observation gave him the impetus to carry out a major literature
review for his Ph.D. thesis, questioning the received wisdom that glades which appeared in a closed
woodland would inevitably revert to woodland (the widely accepted and intuitive 'gap-phase'
theory). Looking again at ancient and modem texts persuaded him to formulate a whole new model
of the 'Wildwood' (the climax woodland which would predominate if the influence of man is
removed). His conclusion is that the ancient wildwood consisted of trees, either singly or in copses,
surrounded by some sort of extensive savannah, with areas of scrub.
The three vegetation types would have been cyclical, with a complete cycle lasting several
hundred years, on the following basis: the savannah (or heathiand, if you apply the model to
Ashdown Forest) would have been maintained by grazing wild herbivores, preventing tree
establishment. Spiny or unpalatable scrub would have developed on parts of the savannah that were
lightly grazed. Protected within the scrub, trees would have been able to grow. The trees would
have grown to maturity and formed areas of woodland and then died owing to old age or disease.
The open spaces created would have been grazed back to savannah (or heathiand). This view is
very different from the more commonly accepted idea that the Wildwood was an endless expanse of
trees.
Vera's 'evidence' includes information from the pollen record, observations from existing
woodlands and, interestingly for us, etymology. ('Forest' and 'Weald' are words derived from Old
French and Old German terms for land where livestock was grazed and there was food for bees; they
have no connection with woodland.)
Like so many new ideas, the new vision all seems so obvious and helps explain a few
anomalies: where were the wild grazing animals in the unbroken expanse of trees and, more
importantly, where were the heathiand-dependent species living if there was no heathiand? Apply
the new model to our Forest and three more puzzles can be addressed: 1 If there is a homogeneous
covering of woodland, why build the ancient roads on the ridges? 2 If there is a homogeneous
cover of woodland, why are all the flint traces of ancient occupation found, not spread about the area,
but just below the ridges? If the landscape was open savannah with scattered trees, these locations
would offer shelter from prevailing weather but good views of wild or domestic animals and potential
enemies. 3 The Normans established the Forest as a hunting area; how on earth do you hunt deer
through woodland?
But before you get too seduced with this new vision, address this question: The Weald was
for a long period the centre of the British iron industry. Where were all the trees for charcoal
production?
Vera's model is attractive and has sent shock waves through the ecological world, creating
evangelistic supporters and reactionary critics, but the truth is probably a compromise between old
and new theories. The so-called wildwood would have been a diverse landscape, with the
vegetation being dependent not only on herbivore grazing pressure but also on topography. As far
as the Forest is concerned, it is likely that the tops of the ridges would have been devoid of trees
owing to the thin, acid soils, exposure to the weather and grazing wild animals. The valley bottoms
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would have been heavily wooded, owing to deeper alluvial soils, wet ground and weather protection.
The hill slopes would have been somewhere between the two.
Frans Vera's vision may be more or less correct (we can never know the truth about the
wildwood) but it does have an interesting corollary in respect of Forest management. When we aim
for a mixed landscape of woodland and heathiand, we are not recreating a landscape that existed
owing to the Commoners of one hundred years ago, or even one that was created in mediaeval times
by iron workers, but we are reproducing the landscape that prevailed in the ancient wildwood itself.
WHALESBEECH, WHALESBERGH AND WHALESHATCH

M.J. Leppard

In Bulletin 77 (Autumn 2002) I discussed the history and interpretations of the place-names
Whalesbeech (TQ 395345, now under Weir Wood reservoir) and Whalesbergh (TQ 417346, in the
grounds of Kidbrook). By an oversight I failed to mention Whaleshatch, like Whalesbergh part of
the manor of Maresfield, mapped by Mr C.J. Hobbs in Bulletin 62 (Autumn 1997), an unidentified
small part of a large area either side of Hartfield Road, bounded by present-day Chapel Lane, the
Medway, Post Horn Lane and the Forest pale (p. 11, parcels 26 & 27; centred on TQ 432347).
The name Whaleshatch has not been recorded before 15461, so one cannot tell if it as old as
Whalesbeech and Whalesbergh, and therefore tied up with their origins, or a later example of meiosis,
the naming of new features from an established one nearby (like the various Moat Houses etc. that
have existed in Moat Road). Since hatch must refer to a Forest gate, it must be an alternative name
for either Plawes Gate, at the end of Chapel Lane, or Postern Gate, at the end of Post Horn Lane.
Returning to the first element of all three names, Whale or Wale, I also overlooked the late
Joseph Pettitt's suggestion: 'a sole example of A[nglo] Saxon naming a holy site as of a foreigner Welch 0 . Unfortunately this interpretation cannot be sustained.
Subsequently the similarity came to mind between these names and Whalesborne, the
Hundred which covered the Brighton area. The Place-Name Society gives Welesmere as its first
known form, in 1086, then Whalesbon(e) from 1248, and Wallesbon from 1262, deriving it from the
stream later known as Wellsbourne, 'Hwl's stream' .4 This prompted speculation that there could
be not merely a nominal but also an historical connection between our places and the coastal area.
Invited to comment, Prof. R.A. Coates says he knows of no certified instances of Hwel (the
Old English word for whale) as a personal name, as suggested by the Place-Name Society, though
there are parallels with other animal-names. He notes that the spellings distinctly suggest whale's
bone for the Brighton names, possibly driven by real finds on the coast. He also points out that in
both places the y forms are earlier than the forms: Waslebie 1086, Whalesbeech 1628;
Walesberwe mid-13th century, Whalesbergh 1327; Welesmere 1086, Whalesbon(e) 1248. 6
Potentially there are clues here to the pre-Conquest history of a sizeable area of our ancient
parish., and perhaps of the manor of Maresfield also, but progress must depend on finding further
early forms of the names, determining the true signification of the first element, and parallel work on
their historical and geographical context - quite a tall order!
REFERENCES EGSB = East Grinstead Society Bulletin PNSX = A. Mawer & F.M. Stenton, The Place-names of

Sussex (1930) 'Manor of Maresfield rental, EGSB 62, p.12) 2 See EGSB 71, pp. 8-16 'Autograph annotation in his
6
5 PNSX, pp. 290, 329f. and EGSB 77, p.10
Personal
copy of PNSx, p .330 (in my possession) 4 FNSx, p. 290
communication, 13 Feb. 2003

HACKENDEN AND THE HAMLET OF EAST GRINSTEAD - AGAIN

M.J. Leppard

This article develops my earlier discussion in the following articles in recent Bulletins:
68 (Autumn 1999), pp.10-13 'Hundreds, Tithings, and a Hamlet too'
70 (Spring 2000), p.5 'Hundreds, Tithings, Hamlet: addenda'
73 (Spring 2001), pp.5-10 'East Grinstead Hundred in 1579', including map pp.8f.
74 (Autumn 2001), pp.8-10 'East Grinstead Hundred, 1579 and 1564'
75 (Winter 2001-02), pp.7-13 'The Hamlet of East Grinstead: origins, access and area'
76 (Spring 2002), pp.4-7 'The Hamlet of East Grinstead: addenda'
In this contribution references to them are given in the text as four digits in square brackets, first two Bulletin
number, second two page number. All other references are given in endnotes in the usual form.
During discussion at a recent session of my local history evening class of the map evidence
for the conclusions reached in those articles one of the members, Mr N. Beale, remarked 'All roads
lead to Hackenden', referring not merely to those already mapped, the two from the south via Mount
Noddy and Blackwell Hollow respectively and the one from the north over the county border [map
7511], but also the modern line of Hackenden Lane. Considering this observation further, I thought
it more likely that that section of the lane was equally ancient than that the two routes from the south
should have terminated in right-angled turns to form a short west-east track with Hackenden about a
third of the way along. The question then arose, where did this track begin and where did it lead?
With the aid of the 1873 6" Ordnance Survey map extract opposite and the outline map drawn by Mr
David Gould to accompany it, answers can be attempted.
Working westwards, the right-angled turn from Hackenden Lane into Durkins Road, where
the railway bridge now is, has been dictated by the steep and swampy-bottomed valley to its north.
The next right-angle is harder to account for, but if the following short length of modern road (as far
as the original line of Lingfield Road, represented now by Wellington Town Road) is projected, it
continues as the footpath shown on the 1873 map running diagonally across two fields to London
Road. This path, extinguished between the wars after house-building had reduced its significance,
would not have had to be so clearly defined before the Common was enclosed and would, I suggest,
have linked, directly or by a branch, with the path shown running on between 'Lingfleld' and 'Lodge'
as far as the curious double-bend in Chapmans Lane. This path survives as a short track into
Newlands Crescent, which continues its line as far as London Road.
Our west-east route past Hackenden can thus be linked with the undoubtedly ancient ridgeway
from Hophurst and Imberhorne. What happened at its eastern end, however, where there are no
clues on the map, can only be conjecture, but it is not, I think, unreasonable to suggest projection on
the same line, across the present-day sites of the hospital and Stone Quarry estate to join Holtye Road
at its junction with Sandhawes Hill. We thus have an alternative route from Chapmans Lane to
Holtye Road to that via Mount Noddy tentatively proposed by I.D. Margary' and also marked on Mr
Gould's map. My route not only accounts for several now unconnected paths and tracks, it also has
the advantage of following high ground, like all early routes, whereas Margary's crosses the boggy
ground near the bottom of Blackwell Hollow and the boundary of the cemetery [7605].
A further consideration is the need to correct my rash assertion that no finds from prehistoric
times are known from our Hamlet [7508]. Work on compiling for the Town Museum a database of
finds has already revealed a greater number of them in or very near the Hamlet than elsewhere in the
town (as opposed to the whole ancient parish). The Museum holds two flint scrapers found in the
garden of no.3 Oakfleld Way and on the footpath by the hospital, i.e. both at Hackenden on the line
of the west-east track discussed above. A little further east there is a vague reference to 'remains of
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early implements found in the Stone Quarry area'.' A little further east again, and on the posited
continuation of that route, Mr R.E.S. Miller found flint flakes (possibly implying occupation?) and a
triangular arrowhead in the garden of 208 Holtye Road From a little way south of there the
Museum has borrowed for temporary exhibition a fine flint arrowhead found in a garden in Fulmar
Drive. In addition it also holds a flint spearhead from the garden of 17 Estcots Drive and a flint
point ('probably fake') from the garden of 20 Maple Drive.
.4

How significant these finds are for the history of our Hamlet and the tracks within it must
depend on the Museum's success in achieving comprehensive coverage of the whole East Grinstead
area (which in turn depends on public co-operation) and on mapping and discussion of the results.
Finally, whatever may have been true in prehistoric times, some support for my contention
that Hackenden, at least, pre-dates the Norman conquest, despite my having found no earlier evidence
of the Hamlet than Sir Roger de Leukenore's holding of the archbishop in 1279 and 85 [75121, is
given by Dr P.F. Brandon's conclusion that the large freeholds in the archbishop's rental of c.1273
are likely to have been cleared early, before c. 1200.'
East Grinstead Observer, July 1923 (Mr D. Gould, personal communication) 2 Sussex Notes & Queries, vol.1 1 (19463 Mr Miller, personal communication, 12 Oct. 2002
47), p.80
East Grinstead Observer, 28 Sept. 1972
'Medieval clearances in the East Sussex Weald', Institute of British Geographers, Transactions and Papers (1969), no.48.

(I am grateftil to Mrs K.S. Coutin for drawing my attention to this article.)

BULLETIN 77 (Autumn 2002): CORRIGENDA
WELLINGTON TOWN (pp.8f.): The fact that the clerk of the meeting house came from White
House Farm in the parish of Lingfield led me to conclude too hastily that the congregation converged
In fact the farm is at the foot of Baidwins Hill. so Wellington Town would
from some distance.
have provided his nearest place of worship. The name of Wellington Town Road can now be taken
back to 1910, when it is found in Dixon's East Grinstead directory. In the 1891 census and on the
1899 25" O.S. map it is part of Green Hedges Lane. Presumably the housing developments
following the slicing of the land in half by the railway in 1884 led to the separate names we still use,
Green Hedges Avenue one side and Wellington Town Road the other.
EDWARD GARDNER'S POEMS (pp. 12-14): To have sailed to the 'South Antarctic' Gardner
would have had to take his ship to the South Pole! 'South Atlantic' is what should have been
printed.
The 'AS OTHERS SAW US' item (p.3) was erroneously numbered 17 instead of 18.

AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY of the proposed hockey pitch site at the Sports Club at Saint
Hill by Archaeology South East last year (project 1314) found no features or artefacts of
AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCH by the West Sussex county
archaeological interest.
archaeologist earlier this year on the builders' excavations behind 54-56 High Street was not carried
out because, by some mix-up, the archaeologists arrived after the site had begun to be filled in.
AS OTHERS SAW US (19): 'It may be fair to say that East Grinstead is one of the most
The town attracts less attention than its near neighbours
undervalued jewels in the Sussex crown.
such as Horsham and Crawley and yet East Grinstead easily has as much to offer as these other
places.' - Peter Newman in Sussex Life (Nov. 2002), p.11 0.

THE SOCIETY'S DENDROCHRONOLOGY PROJECT
So far we have printed an interim summary of the findings of this project (Bulletin 73, Spring
2001) and more detailed studies of two of the properties surveyed: 7-9-11 High Street (Bulletins 75,
Winter 2001-02, 76, Spring 2002, and 77, Autumn 2002) and 1-2 Judges Terrace (77).
There
follows a more detailed study of 4 High Street from the initial notes for and final report on the project
and as gathered from documentary sources. Inevitably, for reasons which will become apparent, it
includes much incidental information on no.2, rebuilt in brick in the 19th century.

4 HIGH STREET
STRUCTURAL HISTORY, prepared for the survey by the late Peter Gray
4 High Street was constructed as an open hail house. Owing to the narrowness of the plot (2
rods or 33 feet), which was determined when the town was founded in the 13th century, it was not
possible to construct a usual building with floored bays at both ends. In this case a two-bay open
hail with one floored end-bay was built. The Wealden style of construction used was similar to that
employed on the rather larger plot available for Clarendon House except that only the single floored
bay could be jellied (known as a halJWealden). In this respect it is similar to several other
buildings on the south side of the High Street and on town sites elsewhere in the South East.
NOTE: There is a more detailed structural account by R.T. Mason, published in 1939, based on the
now discredited assumption that town houses were identical in design to their rural counterparts and
so erroneously concluding that no.4 originally extended across the site of no.2. Though superseded
by Mr Gray's interpretation, its factual information may still stand, including photograph, plan and
cross-section of the moulding of the king-post, whose cap is a mirror-image of its base.' Ed.
DENDROCHRONOLOGICAL

D.H. Miles and M.J. Worthington

Primary phase: arch brace 1432, principal post felling date Winter 145 1-52.
Inserted attic
floor over hail: rafters (re-set) 1452, axial beam felling date Winter 1629-30. The date of the axial
beam for the attic floor indicates when the accommodation of the upper floors was improved.
DOCUMENTARY

M.J. Leppard

The earliest record of this property is in the survey of 1564 when it was one of several owned
by John Payne. With no.2 next door it accounted for two burgages and two portlands and its tenant
was Thomas Underhill2, who appears in borough court rolls as a butcher in 1576, 77 and 78. In the
inquest on John Payne, held on 21 March 1580, Thomas Underhill is the late tenant and the name of
the property is given, citing a deed of 1572, Gaynesfords. 4 As I have argued before, when trying to
account for the burst of new building here in the mid-15th century,' this preserves the name of a
family which previously owned the building and was probably responsible for the present structure.
The Gaynesfords held the manors of Crowhurst (Surrey) by 1418 and Ford (Dormans Land) by 1430,
built Old Surrey Hall c.1462, and have 15th century tombs in Crowhurst church. As substantial
local landowners they might well have wanted a nearby town house commensurate with their status.
A second Thomas Underhill appears as a butcher in the next borough court rolls to survive,

for 1598 and 996, but we cannot tell if he was still at no.4. We do know, however, from the
surviving 17th century rentals 7, that by c. 1645 when (working westwards) we reach no.6, which had
accounted for one burgage and no portlands in 1564, it is given as two burgages and two portlands
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held by John Burnopp and 'the rest of the tenants', followed by one burgage with no portlands held
by Edward Cripps. Unless the entries are out of order, this seems to mean that, whereas in 1564
no.6 had been held as one unit and nos 4 and 2 as another, now 6 and 4 are one unit and 2 the other.
The borough court rolls for 1638 and 39 record John Burnop as the searcher and sealer of leather 8 ,
which implies that he had some relevant professional expertise. By 1662, the date of the next
rental, Henry Postlethwait has no.6, Mr Richard Aifrey no.4 and William Butching no.2, with
Thomas Mathew of the Chequer [27-31 High Street] holding the two portlands. The 1669 rental
gives Richard Alfrey and William Butching ('Budgin') at the same places, and in 1670 the hearth tax
lists four hearths for Mr Richard Aifrey and two for William Butching. 9 In the rental covering 1678
—83, known only from partial reprinting by Hills 10, Robert Wickersham holds one burgage (no.4) and
Thomas Wood the other (no.2), with no mention of the portlands at this point. In Hills's even less
complete manuscript version of this rental, however, one of the entries not in the printed text is John
Mathew for two portlands, a cottage and posts." These must be the two missing portlands,
previously held by Thomas Mathew. John Mathew was presented for an unauthorised brick-kiln on
the Common in 167912 and is recorded as a mercer of East Grinstead between 1681 and 1705 13
Thomas Wood appears in Quarter Sessions records in 1677 as an alehouse keeper 14, almost certainly
a sideline to his main occupation, whatever that may have been. We have no idea what Robert
Wickersham did.
.

There is then a century of silence, for no relevant borough records survive and there are no
deeds for this property until 1785, a lease for a year by the Duke of Dorset to Thomas Walley
Partington of a dozen High Street properties including three messuages containing two burgages with
all portlands etc. called Gaynesfords, 2 acres, late occupied by Henry Johnson, gent., Thomas
Lenham, Edmund Chapman and John Mathew and since by Stephen Sawyer, John Knight and
William Murdoch, formerly the estate of Leonard Gale of Crabbet.' 5 We do not know when the
property was acquired from Leonard Gale but we do know that he voted in the borough election in
170216, was elected as one of our M.P.s in 1710 and died in 1750 17 . With no firm dates for the
earlier occupants there is a danger of confusing namesakes, but Thomas Lenham or Luiham, an East
Grinstead carpenter who in 1704 signed an undertaking to build a barn at West Hoathly' 8 , is in the
same date-range as John Mathew, whose association with this property has already been dealt with.
Stephen Sawyer is recorded as a mercer in 176519 and draper in 176820.
In the same year, 1785, the land tax lists Thomas Haseigrove and Christopher Middleton in
the right places, apparently at nos 4 and 2 respectively, tenants of Lord Sackville at rentals of 3.5s.
and £4.6s.8d. respectively. 2' In the 1790 church rate book Thomas Hazeigrove, Christopher
Middleton and Mrs Hayward appear here. 22 The rental of the Duke of Dorset's burgageholds for
1791-92 records Thomas Haslegrove at £6.1 Os. and Christopher Middleton at £7.23
In 1794
Thomas Hazelgrove is listed as a tailor and Christopher Middleton as a cabinet maker. 24
The
former is first recorded as a tailor in 177725 and the latter is given as a painter and decorator in
179926. On 2 July 1810, following the laying of the foundation stone of Zion Chapel, the Rev. J.
Kirby preached 'in the rooms of a good old Man Mr Christopher Middleton'. 27
In the 1811 draft census return Stephen Scott, a butcher, occupies one house here, one family
consisting of four males and three females. 28 In the light of the documents cited in the next
paragraph it looks as if no.2 was unoccupied, since the next entry is followed by what is clearly the
Rose [now Rose & Crown]. In the 1803 militia list Stephen Scott, butcher, is unmarried and in the
17-30 age-group. 29
In the 1827 Dorset Settlement Act a messuage and burgage, messuage behind the same,
portlands, garden and land, and a messuage, burgage, portland, garden and land, all called
Gaynsford's and formerly belonging to Leonard Gale, are, respectively, late Christopher Middleton

11
and Samuel Sutton, now George Shepherd (annual rent £9) and Samuel Carter (f10), and late Henry
Hazeigrove, after Stephen Scott, now Edward Elphick (E9). 0 (The 'messuage behind', held by
Sutton and Carter, must be the house now known as Hampton Cottage, which probably accounts for
the apparent references earlier to three persons at nos 2-4 and deserves consideration in its own right
on another occasion.) Nothing has been ascertained about George Shepherd but in the 1825
valuation for the church rate Edward Elphick is listed at £5. 12s.6d. for a house, shop and use of
slaughterhouse. 3 '
In directories from 1823 to 39 he and [Jesse] Avery are butchers and
brickmakers in a partnership found at this site in 1841 in the schedule to the tithe map.
Aged 71 he
is still at no.4 in the 1851 census, with his wife, two children and one grandchild.
His birthplace is
recorded as Pevensey.
In the 1861 census no.4 is occupied by Thomas Steer, born in Lingfield, unmarried and aged
30, a master butcher employing two lads. With him live a cousin as house-keeper, a servant girl, a
journeyman butcher, a butcher's boy and a boarder. Ten years later he is still there. In 1856 he
had been one of 88 parishioners who signed a memorial to the charity commissioners requesting an
improvement in the standards of the Free Grammar School. 32
In the 1881 census it is not clear which entry relates to this property but in 1891 Albert Ellis, a
36-year old butcher born at Hawkhurst, is here. In 1894 he was one of the traders who objected to a
wall and fence being erected on the High Street slope before their shops, apparently because they
would no longer be able to bring carts up to their doors. 33 In 1901 Frederick Charles Walford, a 28year old butcher born in Lewes, is recorded at this address, as also in directories from 1899 to 1909.
The entry for 4 High Street is blank in the 1916 directory. The next, for 1923, lists 'Mrs Lawson',
presumably the resident proprietrix of the business advertised at this address, Flomarie's dainty teas.
The tea room continued until at least 1953.
The building was listed grade II in 1946, by which date the residential accommodation above
the shop, accessed from the rear, had been named The Burgher's House, disregarding the fact that
historically the terms used in this town (and, I believe, in the whole country) were burgageholders or
burgesses. Burghers began at Calais.
C.K.S. = Centre for Kentish Studies, Maidstone E.G. = East Grinstead
E.G.SB. = E.G.
REFERENCES:
Society Bulletin E.S.RO. = East Sussex Record Office, Lewes Hills = W.H. Hills, History of E.G. P.R.O. = Public
S.A. C. = Sussex Archaeological Collections S.R.S. = Sussex Record Society W.S.RO. = West
Record Office
Sussex Record Office, Chichester
4 S.R.S., vol.3, p.
2 P.R.O. DL30/126/1876
S.A.C., vol.80, pp.8f.,10,14,27 2 SAC., vol.106, p.50
129
7
6
P.R.O. DL30/126/1877
C.K.S. U269 E180 8 E.S.RO. SAS RF/19
E.G.S,B. 74, p.6 and source references there
10 Hills, pp.40f. " Hills MSS (W.S.R.O.) 12 as note 7 13 Deeds of the Bull, Edenbridge
9 P.RO. E179/191/410
16 C.K.S. 0/57 17 Hills, pp.47f. u E.S.R.O. SAS
14
E.S.R.O. QR/E/193/49 15 E.S.R.O. Dc La Wan MSS 336
21
20
19
S.R.S., vol.77, p.89 22 W.S.R.O. PAR 348/4/9
S.R.S., vol.83, p.206
S.R.S., vol.26, p.371
SM 182.
25
24
S.R.S., vol.25, p.164
26 Palmer's rhyming directory of East
Universal British Directory
C.K.S. U269 A100
29 Pevensey Rape,
Grinstead 27 Sunday School register of Zion Chapel, 1810-26 28 W.S.R.O. PAR 348/26/2/6
30
Duke of Dorset
An Act for vesting certain real estates . . .late
Northern Division (P.B.N. Publications, 1988, p.25)
32 D.F. Neville, 'Educational and social conflict in East
31 W.S.R.O. PAR 348/30/1
in Trustees, schedule
Grinstead in the 18th and 19th centuries' (unpublished dissertation, 1978, appendix J; copy in public library)
E. G.Observer, 15 Dec.
...

I am indebted to the tabulations and transcriptions of Mr P.D. Wood and Mr D. Gould for much of the census
and directory information used in this article, to Mr L.E.W. Cole for the reference at note 13 and to Mr D.S.
Rawlings for that at note 14.
For membership and subscription details andfor availability of earlier issues of the Bulletin
(including index numbers) seepage 2.
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P.D. Wood

Some time ago I acquired an interesting book which I had never previously heard of, nor have
seen since anywhere else. It is called Sussex, painted by Wilfrid Ball, published by A. & C. Black
in a familiar series in 1906. Ball's water colours of Sussex are well known and are usually found
by themselves in a thin volume. This book has an extensive text describing the geography, history
and character of Sussex. No author is named but the forcefulness of the style and the strength of
the opinions leave no doubt whatever that the author was Hilaire Belloc.
Belloc is little regarded today as an historian and is undeservedly neglected as a writer.
This book, however, is years ahead of its time in its approach to county topography and, though I
have not seen it listed in any bibliography, deserves a high place in any list of Sussex books.
There is nothing about East Grinstead. For Belloc Sussex ended at Ashdown Forest: all to
the north of it, East Grinstead, Crawley and their nearby villages, belonged, for him, to Surrey,
geographically and spiritually: damned as part of the Great Wen. He was, as someone said of
Cobbett, a man of strong and ill-considered views. All the same, if you see this book, buy it.
The anonymous reviewer of the 1902 edition in Sussex Archaeological Collections, vol. 52
(1909) confirms the authorship. 'The letterpress, by Mr. Hilaire Belloc, presents some delightful
of Sussex
reading and some astonishing history. No modern author is more possessed by the spirit
or better able to express it in words, while the magnificent audacity with which Mr. Belloc states his
facts must be a perpetual cause of admiration to more cautious historians.' Ed.
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DR GOLDING-BIRD RECALLED

Editor

Mr Desmond's recollection, in his reminiscences in Bulletin 77 (Autumn 2002), of the Rev.
Dr Golding Golding-Bird, Vicar of East Grinstead 1925-54, has prompted other memories of a wellknown character, printed below. Contributors, in chronological order, are identified by their
initials: J.M. Mr John Mumford (from his privately produced memoir Up the Twitten (2001),
reprinted with permission), E.C.E. Mr E.C. Entecott (personal communication, 3 Dec. 2002);
M.J.L. Mr M.J. Leppard.
But first an outline of his career, derived principally from the Clergy List for 1913.
An
exhibitioner of Hertford College, Oxford, he was ordained deacon in 1893 and priest in 1894 by the
Bishop of London, serving his title at St Mary's, Kilburn, from 1893 to 96. He then became curate
of St Peter's, Belsize Park, 1896-1904, curate-in-charge of St Paul's, Mill Hill, 1904-05, and vicar of
St Peter's, Great Windmill Street, 1905-25 (where, he told us, the flower-girls of Piccadilly Circus
formed part of his flock). By the time he came here he had been awarded a doctorate in divinity by
his university and was a Fellow of the Royal Geographical, Royal Historical and Zoological
Societies. He was believed to have been appointed to East Grinstead on the strength of the dynamic
ministry of his younger brother, Cyril Henry Golding-Bird (who later became a bishop), while
temporarily in charge of the parish in 1908. Within eighteen months of his retirement, to Brockham
Green in Surrey, Dr Golding Golding-Bird died there on 10 March 1956.
It was inevitable that from time to time through school or my very devout grandmother I
J.M.
should find myself in the awesome presence of the Reverend Dr Golding-Bird.
Had I been asked to describe God, I would have based my picture on him.
He was, or
He had the bushiest pair of iron-grey eyebrows imaginable
seemed to me to be, immensely tall.
He would invade the classrooms of the school I attended, fire
with piercing blue eyes beneath.
questions indiscriminately at the cowering and bemused pupils, and leave without stopping for
answers. In fact it was almost impossible to answer him as no one could understand what he
said. He may have had some speech impediment - I don't know - but what emerged was a totally
unintelligible high-speed gabble delivered with great ferocity and much waggling of those eyebrows.
To the poor mites in the junior school it was awesome, and if he did not actually claim to be God he
gave the impression that He jolly well took notice of what he said.
Occasionally, as I grew older, my grandmother managed to persuade me to accompany her to
mattins and my parents to let me go. I enjoyed these services and still love the beautiful old parish
church. In due course Dr Golding-Bird would ascend into the pulpit and deliver twenty minutes or
so of sermon in his customary high-speed gabble before the collection and further hymns and prayers
delivered us into the world outside.
E.C.E.: Dr Golding-Bird was so familiar with the services that we often thought that he tended to
gabble a bit, to their detriment.
We used to meet him often in the Twitten at the end of Chequer Road where we lived, and as
children he gave us a little of his time. My first memory of him was on that fateful day now known
as Battle of Britain Day. My mother and sister and I had been trying all day to get to the shops that
Saturday, and each time we set out the sirens would sound again and we would retreat. One
attempt co-incided with meeting Dr Golding-Bird, and he offered encouragement, telling us to hold
mother's hand and whisk her to the shops. He seemed to think we could fly her over the railings in
Cantelupe Road. As a more prosaic schoolboy I thought his knowledge of the theory of flight
somewhat suspect.
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He was immensely proud of his trees in the area now occupied by the vicarage car park. I
cannot think what he might have said about such desecration but I believe it would have been very
He was not too happy with having a brick air raid shelter on his property
much to the point.
So far as I know, nobody ever used it, at least not for its designated
adjacent to the twitten.
purpose. (My father built the one that was on King George's Field. I doubt that was used either.)
Later in the war, after the soldiers left their observation post at the water tower on the
Playfield, my father was still doing fire-watching at the school. One night he saw someone
moving, he told us, and wandered over to investigate, only to find the reverend doctor carrying off
sheets of corrugated iron left behind by the military.
Dad had done a few jobs for the vicar and was asked to quote for a fence in his grounds. On
being told that materials for a fence were in very short supply, Dr Golding-Bird said, 'That is O.K.
I have a big pile of sheets over here'. At this father said, 'I could not possibly do a job like that'.
'Why ever not?' 'Well', said dad, 'I don't want to get prosecuted for handling stolen property.'
Deflation of stout party. No doubt they came to some amicable arrangement. Of course
this story must be treated as hearsay at this late stage, but at the time we all had a good laugh about it.
Father told a good tale, and no doubt it got embroidered a bit on the way.
Eventually the vicar got his own back. My mother's cousin, sister of the Page ladies, lived
in Bedfordshire and brought her latest child to East Grinstead and asked my parents to be godparents.
On the day the vicar asked her if it was her first child. 'No', she said, 'it is my thirteenth.' Dr
Golding-Bird turned to my father immediately and asked, 'Are you, sir, the proud father?' He most
definitely had a sense of humour.
One of our founding
Dr Golding-Bird's sense of humour was often commented on.
M.J.L.
committee-members, Mrs K. Ingwersen, told me he once met a member of the congregation carrying
a copper warming-pan to be mended. 'Ah, Miss So-and-So', he said, 'I never knew you played an
instrument.'
Mr G. Wickenden has told me that his
On at least one occasion, though, he was bested.
aunt Miss Miller, who always wore slacks in the days when ladies wore frocks or skirts, was standing
in her shop doorway when Dr Golding-Bird came by in his cassock. 'Good morning, Mr Miller'
said he. 'Good morning', she replied, 'Mrs Golding-Bird.'
Dr Golding-Bird still 'invaded' the classrooms at the council school in my childhood in the
1940s, perhaps as one of the managers, possibly because the church was still the ground landlord. I
don't know if the visits were arbitrary or arranged, nor whether our teachers resented the interruption
or welcomed the chance to stand back for a few minutes. But I do remember two things he used to
say. One was that 'salvation' means 'safety', so a safety-pin is a salvation-pin. The other was
that a saint is someone who has been separated, so when we got home we could lift our teacup from
its saucer and tell our parents we had made a saint of it. Looking back with a professional eye, I
can see that he knew something about getting children to remember what they were taught, even if
we weren't necessarily much the wiser about the christian doctrine involved.
Similarly, after years of talking to pupils about their career aspirations, I can see how
absolutely right was his response when, answering his enquiry what I was going to be, I (by then
about 14) replied 'a journalist'. 'Then write something for the parish magazine', he said: so I did at his suggestion a paragraph praising the work of the church flower-arrangers, my first appearance in
print. Such encouragement (or bluff-calling) is the best first test of the rightness of one's choice.
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By then he was in his early eighties, indeed inclined to gabble the services, and there was a
general wish that he would retire, though as far as I know no-one would ever have had either the bad
manners or the nerve to suggest it to his face or in his presence. I regret having been unable to
know him in his prime, but perhaps he was one of the influences on my decision, after his retirement,
to apply to Oxford and to read Theology.
RECENT PUBLICATIONS

reviewed by the Editor

EAST GRINS TEAD MUSEUM COMPASS No. 10 (Spring 2003) contains articles on 'rough music',
local weather lore, a further instalment of dialect vocabulary, notes on the artist Miss Yglesias, brief
reviews of recent publications of local interest, and various short notes. No. 11 (Summer 2003) is a
comprehensive index of personal names, place-names and matters in all issues to date. [l each at
Museum, by post £1.20 for one; more than one post-free]
The latest 'handouts' from the FELBRIDGE & DISTRICT HISTORY GROUP include one on the
Beef and Faggot charity, from which residents in nearby parts of East Grinstead were eligible to
benefit (March 2003). The Group has explained that the item reprinted from our Bulletin 73 in its
Feibridge Fifties Review was part of a fuller set of reminiscences already in its keeping before being
submitted by its author for our Bulletin.
THE ASHURST WOOD HISTORIANS have produced a large full-colour VILLAGE MAP poster
at a scale of about 12V? mile, bordered by captioned sketches of twenty buildings or other features,
several (uncaptioned) of local wildlife, and a few paragraphs of historical information.
THE WEALDEN IRON RESEARCH GROUP'S NEWSLETTER 37 (Spring 2003) contains a
detailed note by Mr Brian Herbert on how Ann Barcley's iron graveslab in our parish church was
produced, following inspection when it was relocated.
Mr Michael Poffley has brought out a second edition of his SOME NOTES ON THE ORGANS OF
THE PARISH CHURCH OF EAST GRINSTEAD (2003) incorporating additional information
gleaned since its first appearance in 1998 [reviewed Bulletin 651 and some excellent coloured
reconstructions of the decorative scheme of the 1887 instrument.
The TORONTO STAR of 1 September 2002 had an illustrated article 'She's a Pig - and proud of it'
by George Gamester on Mrs Ann Wilding, who as a child was the only civilian to be one of
Archibald Mclndoe's Guinea Pigs at our hospital, and also Mr Norm Mdllolni, one of the servicemen
he treated. (I am grateful to our Chairman for informing me of this.)
The TIMES of 9 May 2003 included a feature on East Grinstead and the property market here 'Don't
mock the Tudor' by Damian Barr with eight attractive colour photographs by James Corbett. Most
of the considerable number of factual errors were corrected in the following week's East Grinstead
Courier. At least the house prices were accurate.
The COURIER itself is now running a well-illustrated regular Nostalgia page, with articles by local
history groups or historians and a brief account of a local 'building with a history' by Mr M.J.
Leppard.
Mr David Gould's latest books, THE CROYDON, OXTED AND EAST GRINSTEAD RAILWAY
and FRANCIS FRITHS AROUND EAST GRINSTEAD, reviewed overleaf, are obtainable at the
Town Museum, which also stocks Mr Gould's other books of local photographs.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

reviewed by P.D. Wood

David Gould, THE CROYDON, OXTED AND EAST GRINS TEAD RAIL WAY (Oakwood Press,
2003, £13.95). David Gould, AROUND EAST GRINSTEAD (Frith Book Co., 2003, £9.99)
RAILWAY HISTORY is an odd discipline.

It is a subject which comes within almost

everyone's personal experience and comprehension, yet those responsible for both production and
consumption are generally enthusiasts, and occasionally fanatics. David Gould's excellent study of
The author is a keen enthusiast and a most
our London line reflects this dichotomy very well.
He has drawn a meticulous portrait of a line which, as he himself
capable researcher and writer.
remarks, has a rather ill-defined personality for such an exercise.
As a moderate enthusiast, with memories of the
All classes of consumer are catered for.
line going back before the war, I found interest mainly in the first four chapters, dealing with early
history, a description of the line, and a chronological account of its development. There is good
stuff in the chapters on incidents, strikes and disputes, passengers and railwaymen, and the
illustrations are a delight throughout - splendid photographs, carefully captioned, and a generous
provision of maps.
The fanatic is also well catered for. Train working details, locomotives and coaching stock
are minutely described, with specialist chapters on signalling, headcodes and such technical matters.
This makes the book valuable for reference (a good index, by the way) but the general reader will
need to do some judicious skipping.
I am quite incompetent to pronounce on the book's factual accuracy, but the bibliography is
impressive, a huge amount of research has been done and, knowing David Gould, I should be
surprised if there's much wrong with it. A good buy, whether you love the line or hate it.
THE DEMAND for books of old East Grinstead photographs is clearly bottomless, and this
it is not, however, an
latest offering has just arrived on an already fairly well filled shelf
It is not a
indistinguishable clone; it differs from its predecessors in an important respect.
compilation by our own David Gould, although he has provided an introduction and his usual
distinguished captions and his name appears on the cover. It has been put together by the Frith
Book Co. entirely from the famous Frith collection and contains some interesting publicity material
concerning that collection. As a result the contents consist almost entirely of the Frith speciality There are a few general views but little of that variety that characterised earlier
street scenes.
The casual reader-viewer, especially one with no personal memories of the old days,
volumes.
could perhaps find monotonous long successions of shots of the High Street and London Road from a
limited number of viewpoints. On the other hand, this very repetition enables the student to study
closely and in fine detail the progress of urban development, much aided by the meticulous dating
and caption writing. To that extent, this is something of a specialist's book, at least as regards the
first half. The later sections devoted to the villages and notable buildings are more varied and
contain a surprising number of unfamiliar pictures.
There are indeed
Due credit is given in the text to the high standard of the photography.
many excellent compositions; the use of ortho film and the lack of deep filters produces blank skies
and concentrates attention on the buildings and people. Some of the busy street scenes contain a
mass of period detail that would take pages to describe in words.
So, not one of our best collections, but having much to interest us all the same.

