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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY
The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East Grinstead and its
environs. The town has a long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for the time
being to the hands of our generation. It should be our concern that such contributions as we in turn
make are worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future.
The Society arranges regular talks, discussions and visits. It produces a Bulletin of articles of local
interest and a Newsletter thrice yearly. Its 1969 report on the High Street conservation area was well
received as a basis for future policy. It is very active in monitoring all planning applications and
making representations to the authorities on planning issues. It has held six exhibitions, planted
trees, restored the churchyard railings and financed tree-ring dating of some buildings in the High
Street. It has also produced surveys of trees, seats and playground equipment and presented seats in
memory of leading former members to Sackville College and the High Street.
It has published a
book of reminiscences, three sets of postcards reproducing old photographs and two town trails (one
of them also in French) and, with the Town Council, established the now independent Town
Museum.
The Society is registered as a charity (no.257870) and with the Civic Trust and is a member of the
Federation of Sussex Amenity Societies. A copy of its constitution is available on request.
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY

No. 74 (Autumn 2001)

EDITORIAL
A large part of this Bulletin is devoted to reviews of recent publications, for more than the
usual number of books contributing substantially to better knowledge, understanding and
appreciation of our ancient parish and its history has appeared this year. In both publicising and
evaluating them we can promote those ends further, for they are aims shared by our Society. At the
same time various periodicals continue to carry items of local interest that deserve to be noticed as
part of the same process. An approximately equal proportion of this issue is given over to
following up subjects tackled in earlier numbers, for periodicals can report work in progress as it
develops in the light of new information, new questions or new ideas, a valuable role denied to
books.
COVER PICTURE:
The western end of East Grinstead High Street drawn by E. F. Skinner, a
local resident, in 1893 and published by the High Street stationer Frederick Tooth (from a copy in the
Town Museum, 71% actual size). On the right the brand-new Constitutional Club, opened on 30
March that year, on the left nos 7-11 High Street, not yet tile-hung but already looking more
Victorian than mediaeval, recently one of the subjects of our dendrochronological survey. It is also
one of the buildings whose structure was studied by the late Mr Peter Gray, an obituary of whom
appears overleaf.
TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO: Bulletin 20 (November 1976) saw the Society's work still
expanding and diversifying and plans well under way for celebrating the Queen's silver jubilee in the
following year. We had contributed to the Civic Trust's survey of wasteland, we were keeping an
eye on the building of the relief road, we had sponsored a public meeting on the county structure plan
and we had set up a tree survey working party and a street furniture sub-committee. We had also
successfully opened the Town Museum, our name-bank had been drawn upon and an ISSN had been
awarded to the Bulletin. A planning inspector's decision against office development at 74-76 High
Street showed how thinking had changed since our foundation eight years before. The site of the
Constitutional Club mentioned above was discussed by Mr P. D. Wood and, in the light of the data in
the prospectus issued to architects competing to design it, conclusions were drawn about the wearing
down of the street by centuries of traffic (since invalidated by the discovery that the road was
deliberately lowered in 1828). W. H. Hills's manuscripts, recently bequeathed to the Sussex
Archaeological Society by Mr I. D. Margary, were summarily listed.
AS WE SAW OURSELVES (7): 'The last ten years have witnessed astonishing progress at East
Grinstead, and to many the improvements effected in so short a time seem hardly credible. It has
now become a modern town as a result of its excellent social services, the introduction of electric
light by the Urban District Council, the erection of a large number of up-to-date shops, its perfect
housing schemes and efficient drainage system - yet, with it all, the town's characteristic old-world
charm has not been impaired. Of East Grinstead it can be said that here is a town with all the
attributes of a modern suburb and none of the disadvantages.' - East Grinstead official guide of the
Urban District Council and Chamber of Commerce, c. 1933, p.1 1
AS OTHERS SAW US (15): 'It might be debated whether East Grinstead or Haywards Heath is
the capital of Stockbrokerland. ... East Grinstead is undoubtedly more beautiful and interesting as
a town, but it is now perhaps rather too close to the new expansions at Crawley to be relied on to
maintain this superiority for any length of time. ... The Judges House at East Grinstead is lovely to
see, and so are many other old houses in the wide High Street.' - Sheila Kaye-Smith [1887-1956],
Weald of Kent and Sussex (1953), p.91.
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PETER JACK GRAY

(1933 - 2001)

M. J. Leppard

The death on 13 September of Peter Gray is a loss to many people and places all round southeast Surrey, not least to East Grinstead and our Society.
On moving to these parts, Peter became closely involved in the Lingfield area, first by
observantly walking its paths, leading to service on its parish council and helping to set up the
Lingfield and District Amenity Society, and very soon in that time to studying the timber-framed
buildings of the locality. As a surveyor by profession he could understand better than most what
their original builders were trying to do and soon became an authority on their interpretation whose
expertise was sought by conservation officers, local history groups and students from further afield.
Through the Surrey Archaeological Society and the Wealden Buildings Study Group in particular he
was able to lead and co-ordinate comprehensive work on framed buildings. He was always anxious
to progress from simply dating structures and features and classifying them, to interpreting their use
and its changes over time and their context in their communities and landscape. He was always
questioning, and anyone who heard him lecture or joined him on a conducted tour will remember that
he would always ask one what one could see and invite one to account for the features observed.
Discussion with him left one keen to follow up points raised but not resolved.
Not surprisingly, he was soon attracted to the wealth of material for study in our High Street
and the differences between our urban buildings and the countryside houses studied by the pioneers a
generation before. He was thus easily drawn into working with our Society, guiding members
round Lingfield in 1974 and leading several of our town trail walks, lecturing on old buildings in
Tandridge District in 1976 and the history of Lingfield in 1978, and contributing articles on Orchard
Cottage to Bulletin 28 (with a sketch in the next issue) and the buildings in Judges Terrace in Bulletin
56. Most recently he took the lead in setting up our dendrochronology project and enthusiastically
discussed its findings at the presentation of the results.
His writings are his enduring legacy, for he knew the importance of committing to permanent
record what had been discovered or suggested. For the parishes in the Tandridge District there are
readable, thorough, authoritative and well-illustrated booklets. There is his important contribution
to understanding the development of mediaeval East Grinstead in the book Wealden Buildings.
When he knew that his days were numbered he dedicated his time to completing his inventory of
historic buildings in Surrey and had the satisfaction of completing it a few days before his death.
Peter was a patient and a kindly man, whose influence and the esteem and affection in which
he was held were testified to by the numbers who filled Dormans Land church for his funeral.
Some words read then, from a poem by A. Price Hughes, may well stay with us:
Complete those dear unfinished tasks of mine,
And Iperchance may therein comfort you.
We will do our best, dear Peter: and the article opposite is a first step towards doing so by
one who learnt much from you and was greatly stimulated by you.

BE AWARE: Contrary to what is often stated, not least by our Society, 'East Grinstead cannot
claim to have more open-hall houses than other towns. Battle, with a terrace of 15th century
houses, similar to Tewkesbury, and even Nayland in Suffolk, which has 73 pre- l7th century houses,
all take precedence.' - Mrs K. S. Coutin, East Grinstead Museum Compass, no.6 (Autumn 2001).

WHAT WAS GOING ON HERE THEN?

M. J. Leppard

The results of our dendrochronological survey, summarised in Bulletin 73, required no drastic
revision of the dates already attributed to the buildings studied but did throw up one surprise, that
four of them were put up at around 1450-55: Clarendon House, 1-2 Judges Terrace, 4 High Street
and 7-9 High Street. What, one has to ask, was happening at around that time to account for this
burst of activity? The question is not necessarily any the less critical from the fact that the first two
were built on virgin sites' while the others were re-builds. It becomes more critical when we
consider that 42-44 High Street, a jettied building, is attributed to the mid- 15th century or later and
the lost 30-32 to c.1480. Less precise 15th century dates have been assigned to the hail houses
numbered 46 and 86-88, the 'Wealden' nos 22-24, the cottage 9 Middle Row 2 and the lost building
on the West Street/London Road corner 3
.

It has already been shown that Middle Row had been completed by c.1435, with a
consequential shift of the market area to the western end of the street, which then became the
fashionable part4. East Grinstead, it was concluded, 'was clearly a prosperous town in the 15th
century but a town where the prosperity is evident in the manifestations of personal wealth',
particularly the 'Wealden' buildings, 'rather than the "official" figures'.' Those figures 6, derived
from the ministers' accounts in the Public Record Office, demonstrate a decline in the town's
corporate wealth; between the periods 1392-1453 and 1457-65, although rents show a slight
increase, the profits of courts and the tolls of markets and fairs were roughly halved and the common
fine (payment for the privilege of holding courts) was cut by two thirds, possibly in recognition of
this reduced income. This is not a catastrophic drop in the 1450s, however, but auditors' or
accountants' belated recognition of changes in the town's economy.
The people who put up new burgage houses in the 15th century were therefore clearly not
doing so with the profits of business transacted in the town but with income derived from outside it,
and their purpose in doing so is unlikely to have been to engage in trade within it, in contrast with the
builders of shops and other 'cottages'. For many of the latter we have names and dates, including,
in the 15th century, William Nayland in 1425, John Coleman in 1435, William Essex in 1478 and
William Cowper after 1485 .7 These people were burgage-holders intending their new buildings for
commercial uses. 8
Unfortunately we have no names and dates for the builders of the burgage houses dated by
our survey, but it is possible to make some plausible suggestions.
Clarendon House, first documented in 1548 as an inn, the George, one of the properties of the
Fraternity of St Katherine, was (to judge from its name, position and function) almost certainly built
by the Fraternity as an inn and its own prestigious headquarters. 9 Funding for its construction
would have come from the members, chiefly the wealthiest, and perhaps from the rent income from
the fraternity's other properties.
P.J.Gray, '1-2 Judges Terrace and Clarendon House', East Grinstead Society Bulletin 56 (Spring 1995), pp. 11If
all these dates as given in our Society's East Grinstead Town Trail
P. Wood and P.Gray, 'East Grinstead: a borough and its buildings' in Marren (ed.), Wealden buildings (1990), p. 177
' Wood and Gray, pp. 174, 182
Wood and Gray, pp. 182f., 181
6
tabulated, Wood and Gray, p.175
see Wood and Gray, pp. 176f for details
see M.J.Leppard, 'Cottages in the borough of East Grinstead', E.G.S. Bulletin 56, pp. 8-10
see M.J.Leppard, 'A brotherhood hall?', E.G.S. Bulletin 53, pp.5f. and M.J.Leppard, A history of East Grinstead
(2001), p.27 for evidence and arguments
2

For 4 High Street a clue is provided by its name in 1572, Gaynesfords' °, clearly preserving
that of a previous owner. The Gaynesford family held the manor of Crowhurst (Surrey) by 1418
when they acquired Crowhurst Place. held Ford Manor (Dormans Land) by 1430 and built Old
Surrey Hall c.1462, and their 15th century tombs are in Crowhurst church." As substantial local
landowners they might well have wanted a house commensurate with their status in the nearest town.
There is certainly evidence for such town houses here in the following centuries. 12
Although we cannot connect them with any specific burgage, the family of William Neyland
whose building of a shop in 1425 has already been mentioned, seems to be a good illustration of
considerable personal wealth in the town and indicates possible sources for it. Descendants of the
atte Nelonde family (of Neylands Farm at the western end of Weir Wood reservoir) recorded here in
the subsidy rolls of 1296 and 1327' s, they had risen to prominence in the borough by 1388 when
William Nelond was one of our M.P.s 14. John Nelond, attorney for Henry Fitz John at East
Grinstead Assizes in 1400' s, is probably the same as John Nelond who made his will on 6 April 1437
(proved 20 July). He bequeathed his household goods in East Grinstead and Clerkenwell to his
wife Margaret. He left 100 shillings, two leaden vessels and 200 squared stones within the yard of
his quarry to build and roof a new south porch at our parish church and ten marks to the sub-prior of
Lewes Priory (to which the church belonged) to build a new choir at the church. He also made
bequests to the hospitals of St James and St Nicholas in Lewes and desired to be buried in Lewes
Priory near the tomb of his brother Thomas. 16 This brother, Thomas Nelond, was prior of Lewes
1414-32 and buried there; his magnificent monumental brass is (inexplicably) in Cowfold church.' 7
Clearly there was a family residing in the town that could have afforded to build one of our fine 15th
century houses and in so doing assert its status as much as by financing prominent new construction
at the church. The practice of the law, ownership of a quarry and a position requiring a house in
London as well as a home here all suggest possible sources of wealth, to which eminence in the
church is also testimony.
There is one other bur-gage for which there is information relevant to this study, even though
what we see now is not a stylish mid-15th century house but an unheated structure of c.1500, once
extending across part of the site of Dorset House and possibly built as shops, our no. 66 High Street,
the western part of Amherst House 18 . In the 17th century it was known as Gedges' 9 or Gedgers20 ,
like Gaynesfords named after a previous owner, who in this case is precisely identifiable, John
Gegge, citizen and vintner of London. In his will, dated 16 December 1467 and proved 20 January
146821, he leaves to his wife Matilda all his lands, tenements, rents, revenues and incomes in the
town and parish of East Grinstead, for which he had expended £10. This looks like investment,
perhaps in connection with importing French wine via Seaford or Lewes, whose main road to London
reached its half way point here. It could be worth including no. 68 in any future
dendrochrono logical survey in case we can then connect the existing structure directly with John
Gegge.
'° Inquest on John Payne, 1580 (Sussex Record Society, voi3, pp.129-31), location identified from comparison with
1564 survey (Sussex Archaeological Collections, vol.106, pp.50, 52)
" A.B.Hayward and S.Hazell,A history of Lingfield(1933), pp. 14,43,51, 54
12
M.J.Leppard, A history of East Grinstead, p39
Sussex Record Society, vol.10, pp.34,40, 196
" Sussex Archaeological Collections, vol. 31, p.107
' Patent rolls, Henry IV, 1401-05, pp.94f.
16
Sussex Record Society, vol. 42, pp.223, 225,230 and vol. 43, pp. 139, 145, 151
" Sussex Archaeological Collections, vol. 77, pp. 49, 152
1
s
as note 2
East Sussex Record Office, SAS/FB 543 (1637) and 557 (1683)
20
ibid, FB 544 (1644 cited in mortgage of 1648) and 552 (1669)
21
P.C.C. PROB. 11/5, q.21. 1 am grateful to Mr A.G.Dyson for this information.

7
As further explanation of how it could have became possible for people to finance fine new
building here in the mid 15th century Mrs K. S. Coutin has pointed out22 that in Normandy there was
much timber-framed building after the end of the Hundred Years' War in 1453. Certainly that war
enriched people in this country with plunder and ransoms from France, though in the early and more
successful part, and rich English merchants lent money to the government to finance it. 23 Whether
John Gegge or any of his now nameless local contemporaries were among those merchants, we
cannot tell: but there is now a clear case for further investigation of the investment of London
money here (better evidenced in the 16th and 17th centuries) and of the nature of the trade carried on
in mediaeval East Grinstead.
It is hoped to follow up the dendrochronology results further with articles in future issues of the Bulletin on the
structural and documentary history of the buildings studied. We apologise for failing to record in the last
issue an acknowledgement of the financial contribution to the project of Mr B. Harrison of Slaugham, the
owner of one of the buildings involved.
======= — == ADDENDA

AND CORRIGENDA ==—===—===

References to earlier Bulletins: first two digits Bulletin number, second two digits page number.

CELLARS IN EAST GRINSTEAD HIGH STREET [5209-12, 5303, 5403, 5512, 5911, 6111]
With reference to the High Street buildings whose cellars were accessed by steps down from the
street and their ground floors by steps up, it is of interest that a similar feature is found in late 1 9th/
early 20th century properties in Cambridge Road, Hastings, and also in Copenhagen. In both places
this permits shops or offices on both levels, equally accessible from the street.
Possibly, therefore,
our buildings in this category (which evidently also included the predecessor of Dorset House),
whether shops or not, required public, access on two levels. If their cellars had been intended only
for storage, a ramp or chute would have sufficed and there would not have been so great a need, if
any, for street-level external lighting.
GOLDEN BOOTS [6113 for earlier references, 6220, 6408, 6508] We are grateful to Col. G. F.
Edwards for obtaining from Mr P. M. Bromley of Russell & Bromley the following explanation of
the disappearance of the golden boot from their premises here.
It 'has unfortunately suffered
severely and has rotted internally. It was made from pine timber, and was jointed in sections, and
the weather appears to have been getting into the joints and we had to take it down for reasons of
We are considering if it is possible or practical to renovate it, or some alternative, and we
safety.
do hope to have a golden boot outside our shop in East Grinstead sometime in the near future.'
At Gads Hill, Maidstone there is a shop called Golden Boot, established in 1790.
At Potsdam in
Germany there is a fine example of the original Wellington-type top-boot at 100 Charlottenstrasse
and an equally fine golden glove on the corner of Brandenburgstrasse.
At Roskilde in Denmark
zn
there is a large full-length red wooden boot in the museum and a similar one hanging in the street
outside 15 Algade.
FINAL STRESS [5107f., 5204-09,5309f, 5410, 5912, 6104] A reference to 'Coodham otherwise
Cowden' in Worth parish records in 1741 (Sussex Record Society, vol. 83, p.348) seems explicable
only if the writer heard the name pronounced the same way as Cooden in Sussex is pronounced
today. Since it is a single instance, too much cannot be made of it, but it may aid those who regard
final stress in local place-names as a 19th century phenomenon.
22
23

personal communication, 17 September 2001

G.M.Trevelyan, English social history (2 d ed., 1964), pp. 16. 26, 33
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EAST GRINSTEAD HUNDRED, 1579 AND 1564

M. J. Leppard

In Bulletin 73 I transcribed, mapped and discussed a survey of the boundaries of the hundred
of East Grinstead in 1579, acknowledging that the text survives only in 18th century transcriptions
and that I was aware of an earlier survey which I had not then seen. Mr C. H. C. Whittick has now
kindly enabled me to see that versinn ton i

It is undated but part of a document that also includes a survey of the borough of East
Grinstead in 1564 (epitomised and discussed by Mr P. D. Wood in 19682) and may reasonably be
presumed to be of the same date. Although there are differences of phraseology and of some
landmarks, they are not sufficiently important to justify transcribing the complete text, since the
boundary and the starting point are the same in both. Instead, the major variations will be noted
and commented on, followed by discussion of other points of interest in the two records.
Comprehension will be enhanced by having the text and map in Bulletin 73 at hand for reference.
The similarities, including the personal names mentioned, are close enough to suggest that the 1579
document is based on that of 1564 (or a common original), with only those alterations that seemed
necessary or advisable at the time. - The 1564 text also has more authentic versions of place-names
than the sometimes garbled ones found in the 18th century transcriptions of 1579.
After Feibridge and the Common the 1564 jurors make no mention of the houses of Laurence
Brown and William Stone, which were perhaps included in 1579 for the sake of greater precision.
It is less easy to suggest why, after leaving the town. 'the lande callid Escott' [Estcots] is mentioned
in 1564 but not 79 and 'the Farely' [Fairlight] in 1579 but not 64.
Place-names worth noting as preferable forms are (in text order, 1579 forms in parentheses)
Naylors Gill (Nallers Gill), presumably a personal name; Wiggecrosse (Witchcross), the regular
mediaeval form; Miliplace (William Place), clearly correct; the Sheilvys (Shells); Haullands
(Hachiand), Hollands in 1568; Cuppers Felde (Capps Field), ? = Coopers, as pronounced locally';
the Beers (the Barrs), not otherwise known or explicable: and 'the olde were' (Old Ware), ? weir.
Place-names worth noting as equally valid alternative forms, potentially significant for their
origin and development, are Asherste wode (Ashurst Wood), Weilde (Wilde), Lyens (Line's), Benkes
Gate (Banckes gate), Riddens (Reedens), Trendills (Trend les), the p[ar]sonagefelde (the Parsons
Field), Askplott (Askplat), Louingdons Forde (Lullingdon ford), Ryddens (Reedens) and Pokys hole
(Pooks Hole).
The 1564 text is followed by some important notes, which are here transcribed in full.
M[emoran]d[um] that one hamlett of the hundreth of horsted lieth in the Southwest parte of
this Boundary And one hamlett of the hundred of Denhill Sheffilde lieth in the Southyste of
the same.
The parisshe wthin the said hundred is Grenstede
Manors whin the said parisshe are these: Imberhorne - Sr Rich Sackvile knight
Sheluestroode - Sr Edw Gage knight
Welde - Iohnes Lidds gent
Brambletye - James picas gent
After the last entry it is stated in Latin that he holds the manor as of the Honour of Aquila,
parcel of the duchy of Lancaster in Sussex, half knight's fee. Then follows the name Moreton in
parentheses.

Commens & Wastegroundes whin the said hundr'
Imprimis One commen callid Forestrowegrene
Item one other Commen callid Asherstewode
The first note refers to those detached portions of other hundreds, Warlege and Sheffield,
noted and mapped (as W and S) in my previous article and discussed in earlier Bulletins5 .
It is
interesting that the word hamlet is applied to them, hitherto noted only for our detached portion of
Loxfield.
It is a mystery, however, why that hamlet and the portion of Nutley within our parish
(similarly noted, mapped and discussed) are not mentioned here.
Locating the first two in the
southwest and southeast of the parish respectively is, presumably, sheer carelessness.
The four manors enumerated are, of course, the four tithings, discussed in the same earlier
Imberhorne, Shoveistrode, Ashurst (Welde) and
articles but still not able to be mapped:
Calling them manors strengthens my long-standing suspicion that the tithings of
Brambletye.
Imberhorne, Shovelstrode and Brambletye corresponded to the manors of those names and Mr
Dyson's argument that Grinstead Weald (Ashurst) embraced all the rest of the parish. 'As yet,
however, not enough work has been done to substantiate those probabilities.
Those named as lords of these manors are well documented and all figure in Hills' History of
East Grinstead. John (here in abbreviated Latin form) Lidds is usually referred to as John Leedes.
'Moreton' at the end is probably for Mortain, to whom William the Conqueror gave the rape of
Pevensey, which was later known also as the honour of Aquila. Why this word of explanation was
included we cannot tell, but perhaps it was thought necessary to clarify it.
The people named in the text as land-holders are the same in both 1564 and 1579, which led
Mr Whittick to suspect that the later document is not a true up-dating, in the light of 16th century
mortality7. It is certainly true that property documents often continued to give names of former
occupants long after their deaths but on the other hand only fifteen years separate these texts and both
surnames and forenames are common ones here at the time. Unfortunately our parish register has
no burials before 1575, so there is no way of checking.
The jurors, however, are not identical in the two documents. For the record, those in 1564
are Thomas Duffelde, William Redley, John Drewe, John Luxford*, John Plawe, Henry Payne,
Edward Payne*, Richard Haselden*, John Dungate*, Walter Arnolde, Thomas Crippes* and Thomas
Chayne. Those marked with an asterisk, or namesakes, also served in 1579, when they were joined
by John Drewe of Stone (possibly the same John Drewe as in 1564), Edward Stone, John Paine,
Stephen Fawkner, Richard Sperling, John Allinge, Edmund Roffie and Edward Cole.
Heading the 1564 list indicates that Thomas Duffelde is the juror of highest social standing.
He is probably the same as the one named in the text and who was aged 74 when he gave evidence to
a special commission of enquiry into the former Brambletye chapel in 15678 and whose burial the
parish register records on 23 January 1579.
In total eight of the twelve 1564 jurors bear the same
names as deponents at the 1567 enquiry and are probably the same people, since only established
men of substance with good local knowledge would be called upon for such responsible tasks.
With their ages in parentheses, the others are John Drewe of Stone (53), John Luxford (52), Henry
Payne (50), Edward Payne (36), John Dungate (45), Walter Arnolde (45) and Thomas Chayne (77).
Two with names in the 1564 text also gave evidence in 1567: Thomas Lullingdone (44) and Thomas
Ellis (38).
There are other documents in which we can find the same names as some of these jurors and
some of those named in the text but, bearing in mind the caution about common names above, it
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would be unwise to pursue them here.
Two additional comments may be made, however, on the mapping in the previous article.
First, it is clear that much of the hundred boundary follows roads and paths, more so than the parish
boundary. Taken with the evidently greater extent of the hundred in Domesday Book, that raises
the questions whether, when the bounds were adjusted, they were deliberately made more easy to
walk, and why the parish boundary, presumably defined after 1086, differs from that of the hundred.
Secondly, I apologise for failing, by an oversight, to indicate that the area labelled C is the Common.
Public Record Office, DL 42/112, if. 224f.
P.D.WOOd, 'The topography of East Grinstead borough', Sussex Archaeological Collections, vol. 106 (1968), pp.49-62
Rental of Shovelstrode manor (Gage MSS, in Rev. W. Budgen's notebook F 10, Barbican House, Lewes)
p as in look, e.g. by Arthur 'Rip' Cooper of Ashurst Wood (1911-90)
M.J.Leppard, 'Hundreds and tithings and ahamlet too', E.G.S.Bullelln 68 (Autumn 1999), pp.10-13); M.J.Leppard,
'1 Iundreds, tithings, hamlet: addenda', E.G. S.Bulleiin 70 (Spring 2000), p.5.
6
See M.J.Leppard, 'The origins of Ashurst Wood', E.G.S.Bulletin 65 (Autumn 1998), pp. 4-8; A.G.Dyson, 'Grinstead
Weald', E.G.S.Bulletin 67 (Spring 1999), pp4-6
Personal communication, 10 June 2001
8
Sussex Record Society, vol. 36, pp. 183-86
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THE WALLHATCH,
FOREST ROW
M. J. Leppard
Right: as drawn by Tina Reekie
and used for publicity purposes.

Information for these notes
from R. P. Odell, The parish
of Forest Row, 1836-1962
(1963), directories and advertisements.
Earlier this year the Wallhatch was demolished.
It had been built as the village's first
vicarage on a site given in 1881 by Mr H. R. Freshfield of Kidbrooke Park.
In 1921 the church
authorities sold it for 0100 (and built a more modest vicarage opposite) and it became a private
house named Walihatch. Private owners identified are T. S. Whitfield, Esq. in 1923, Commander
R. B. Davies in 1928 and Captain Richard Bell, V.C. in 1935. It seems that it was after the second
world war that it was converted into an hotel, owned and run by the late Mr Fred Kennard. At first,
Re most local hotels, it had permanent residents as well as temporary visitors but it developed from
that to a residential home for the elderly, latterly run by the second generation of Kennards, Peter and
Christel. The name Wallhatch was a revival from 1636, in which year (but never before or alter) it
appears as an alternative name for Forest Row, as explained in Bulletin 68 (Autumn 1999), p. 7.
OUR STREET NAME BANK Current talk of large new housing development prompts me to add
three further suggestions to our bank of suitable names for new roads, mentioned on p. 3 above, those
Members of Parliament for East Grinstead who were benefactors to the town.
Thomas Cure
(served 1572) secured for us in that year the seal of arms with five feathers.
John Conyers (16951708) obtained in 1703 a grant of a cattle market on the first Wednesday of every month.
Sir
Thomas Dyke of Waldron (1688-95) left a rent charge of £5 to pay someone named by the burgageholders to teach ten poor children to read and write.
M. J. L.
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS
M. J. Leppard,A HISTORYOF EAST GRINSTEAD (Phillimore, 2001, £19.99)
Reviewed by A. G. Dyson
This is a book that has been long awaited, and which will not disappoint.
It offers the
most detailed, comprehensive and authoritative account of East Grinstead's history ever produced,
and the first of any significance since 1906. As well as the town, it embraces Forest Row,
Ashurst Wood and the parish at large, while the narrative, appropriately for a work sponsored by
the town's Millennium Committee, extends right up to the year 2000. Behind it lie Michael
Leppard's many years of research and writing (not least in this Bulletin) and lecturing, but also the
work of that other prodigious and wide-ranging researcher into the town's history, Patrick Wood,
whose own substantial contribution to the understanding of its history is acknowledged in the
book's dedication and elsewhere. For all its modest length, the scope is impressive; strong on
institutions, especially educational and religious ones, and giving sport and entertainment more
attention than they often receive. There is something here for everybody, regardless of his or
her level of interest in history in the abstract; an invaluable and dependable reference source,
written in a straightforward, no-nonsense style, and enabling basic (and not so basic) facts to be
swiftly checked with the aid of separate indexes of persons and places. On top of all that, the
book is well illustrated with much unfamiliar material, and is very attractively produced.
This is the more impressive as the book has clearly not been without its presentational
problems. In his introduction the author is at some pains to justify the choice of a chronological
treatment, in contrast with the thematic arrangement of W H Hills's book of 1906. A period-byperiod approach is hardly out of place in a history, of course, but, like the alternative scheme, has
its drawbacks as well as its virtues. Certain recurrent major topics, such as education and
religion, could equally well, perhaps better in some respects, be treated as Hills treated them.
Even so, the excellent indexes handsomely compensate by readily pinpointing and collating
The most obvious effect of the chronological approach,
related material at different periods.
though, is the disparity in the coverage of different periods.
The book's twenty-one chapters
fall into three roughly equal sections of some 60 pages each: from the earliest times to the 18th
century (where the first 20 pages take us briskly to the end of the 15th century); from the 19th
century to 1918: and from 1918 to date.
In part, this is an inevitable consequence of the much smaller quantity and lesser
accessibility of early records, but also of the greatly increased size and significance of the town in
modern times. An instructive comparison can be made with Peter Gwynne's A history of
Crawley, brought out by the same publisher in 1990 and a close parallel in more ways than one.
Gwynne's proportions for the equivalent periods are 90 (60 for the period up to the end of the
15th century): 30: 40. At first sight medieval Crawley is getting a much better deal, but in fact
each book is simply adjusting itself to the logistics of its subject matter within an overall length
prescribed by the publisher. Despite (more likely because of) the superimposition of the New
Town after the last war, there is much less in the way of development to be recounted at modern
Crawley than at modern East Grinstead: for better or worse, the one sprang, virtually fullyfledged, from the heads of Whitehall ministries; the other has undergone a much more natural and
gradual evolution.
All the same, the early sections seem unduly laconic, and some topics here could have
been pursued a little more fully, or been better illustrated. Ivan Margary's crude sketch plans of
local prehistoric trackways (Figures 2 and 3) should have been redrawn to the high standard set by
Had the trackway routes been superimposed on a
David Gould's artwork in Figures 4 and 5.
modern outline map, a much clearer idea could have been gained of how the most important of
them, the one from Crawley Down to Holtye, approached the future site of the town from the

12
west. Most of its course between Imberhorne Farm and Moat Road, for instance, is preserved
by Chapmans Lane, now largely hidden away and forgotten behind the houses in Crossways
Avenue. Perhaps a little more space too should have been found for the four highly distinctive
sunken ways or 'chines' leading into the town, such as Blackwell Hollow and Hermitage Lane,
whose great age is shown by the depth to which they have worn into the bedrock. These, after
all, are no out-of-the-way or ambivalent written documents, but solid physical evidence that can
be seen every day of the week, despite the severe damage inflicted on some of them in recent
years by nature and the county council. Mr Leppard tacitly accepts Margary's explanation of
them as shortcuts between older routes, but it is not easy to see these cavernous defiles as casual
afterthoughts, nor the circumstances in which the need for shortcuts might first have been
perceived. Where did Hermitage Lane lead? For that matter, what was the destination of the
'conjectural southern continuation of London road' shown in Figure 9 as passing through and due
south of the site of Constitutional Buildings?
Communications emerge as a major theme throughout the town's history, and their
importance is well brought out elsewhere in the book. From before the borough's foundation to
the introduction of the railways and well beyond (including not least Gatwick Airport in recent
decades) much of the area's fortunes have depended on them. Owing its early importance to its
location halfway along one of the few roads from the capital to the south coast, the town's relative
decline from its 17th-century highpoint was largely due to the emergence of Brighton and
improvements in the route between it and London in the following century. Despite the earlier
turnpiking of the London to Lewes road, the new route drew away a significant amount of traffic
from the town, to the benefit of Cuckfield and its hostelries. The decline was only reversed with
the arrival of the railways from the mid-l9th century and the subsequent growth of the town away
from the High Street and along London Road towards the station. This was a crucial
development in the town's history, perhaps the most important of all, and one epitomised,
incidentally, by our Society's two separate Town Trails.
Then there are the many themes with potential for further investigation whose
identification the author rightly sees as one of the purposes of the book but which could not
possibly be adequately covered by it. Only one instance can be given here: the note of surprise
that the parish apparently saw little fighting or disturbance during the Civil War. This was good
news indeed, for when hostilities did break out the actual fighting was often the least of the
problem. Much worse and longer-term were the subsequent animosities aroused by the
sequestration, re-letting or sale of royalist property, which upset everyone except the beneficiaries
- who were upset in their turn when the process was reversed after the Restoration. Why was
East Grinstead fortunate enough to avoid these upheavals? Many of the answers are hinted at
here: the town's lack of strategic or military potential; the predominantly royalist sympathies of
local landowners, above all the Sackvilles: and perhaps most of all by the fact that, at any rate in
1676 when statistics are first available, nonconformists of all kinds accounted for less than 5% of
the population Any uprising hereabouts on behalf of Parliament and Puritanism would plainly
have been futile.
At the end of 'The parish in the eighteenth century' a well-placed note advises that an
increasing amount of information henceforth permits an ever more detailed picture of the town's
progress and the problems that resulted. Anyone who reads the book straight through (which is
surely how it is meant to be read) will certainly be aware of a marked change in the character of
the book from the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries. With the increased availability of
material comes an inevitable shortening of focus as history is gradually transformed into chronicle
under the weight of detail. The somewhat constant pace of this later part of the book is varied
by the intervention of national events in the shape of the two world wars, as indeed the story was
interrupted in actuality. The splendid set-piece treatment of the Second World War provides a
fascinating and gripping account of that weird and surreal period of the town's history when (to
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mention nothing worse) pedestrians in Railway Approach could be machine-gunned from the air,
and the congregation at a children's service at Forest Row at the height of the Battle of Britain
were forced by the noise to abandon their devotions and, instead, lay on their backs in the
churchyard to observe the dogfights overhead.
The illustrations include much that is unfamiliar and striking.
Figure 1 makes a point
not made nearly often or forcefully enough in featuring a view of East Grinstead from Ashdown
Forest, with town and church conspicuous on their ridge and the North Downs in the background:
an excellent demonstration of the town's elevated, High Wealden setting. (It is surprising from
how many places in the parish - and even well outside it - the parish church is visible.) St
Swithun's appears as a heap of ruins in a drawing of 1785, following the collapse of its tower
(Figure 26). Archibald Mclndoe accompanies a chorus of 'Guinea Pigs' at the piano (Figure
71), while Figure 78 reveals Louis Osman's monstrously utopian scheme for a post-war 'East
Court Estate' that would have put paid to its parkland and most of Ashplatts Woods at a stroke,
had it been put into effect: a Paradise mercifully Lost. The poster reproduced as Figure 77,
advertising a concert given at the Parish Hall in October 1945 by German PoWs in aid of
'Childrens Home Yarburgh,' is of rare interest and charm. The text tells us that the hail was full
for the occasion, but by then the war was safely won. One would like to know more of the
locals' initial attitude to these unwanted and unwilling guests, and how it changed with the
fortunes of war. The reluctant-looking 'Norman Conquerors' arriving at Brambletye in time for
the 1951 Pageant of East Grinstead on Figure 82 must surely have some claim on our sympathy
too. (An article in Bulletin 73 has since thrown much light on this reluctance!).
Few errors have been detected by this reviewer, though the table of census statistics on
p.61 suffers grievously from a sideways displacement of its headings which (among other
surprises) represents the male population as consistently twice as numerous as the female
throughout the period 1801 to 1841, an error for which the author is unlikely to be responsible.
Beside this, other lapses are trifling, such as the reference on p 144 to Dutton Homestall's
incorporation of a '1 6th-century [Cheshire] building named Dutton,' an odd way of referring to a
former manor house clearly identified by Pevsner & Nairn as Dutton Hall; or the sentence about
evacuation on p.155 which interrupts an account of the shooting down of flying bombs, and has
apparently strayed from the following page. The death of Harold Macmillan (in 1986) could
safely have been added to his entry in the index of persons.
Finally, two omissions which, though unavoidable here, badly need to be remedied
elsewhere. One of them is freely admitted in the introduction: biographical detail. On the
evidence of his treatment of J. M. Neale, one of the most striking passages in the entire book, Mr
Leppard would make a good fist at this too. Neale is of course a difficult act to follow, but
numerous names recommend themselves in the present book and include such makers of modern
East Grinstead as the Crawfurd family, Steer, Stenning, Hastie, Rice, Gatty, Mclndoe and Wagg.
As the author himself says, 'They deserve a book in their own right.'
Just so: and the same
also applies to topography, a deficiency not owned up to.
Numerous relatively remote or
vanished places are referred to in passing with little explanation. One such is the town's Rocks
Chapel (p.76), which may well stump even the reasonably knowledgeable. In fact, the index of
places pins it down to Old Road, just as it identifies many of the more out-of-the-way locations,
but there is surely a need for a gazetteer-like treatment of the town which could draw on the
growing number of books of photographs and postcards, as well as material in this Bulletin, which
is not as widely disseminated as it might be.
The author needs to be actively encouraged in these directions.
He may claim (in his
Postscript) that his task as a schoolmaster was fulfilled when his pupils could manage without
him, but his more seasoned students in the field of East Grinstead history, indebted to him as they
are for the present book, must not let him think that they can do without him yet.
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David Gould, EAST GRINSTEAD AND ITS ENVIRONS
Publishing Ltd, 2001, £10.99)

('Images of England' series, Tempus
Reviewed by P. D. Wood

My life in Scotland has developed an agreeable little routine: every couple of years or so a
new book of photographs of old East Grinstead plumps onto my doormat with a note from our Editor
I am always glad to oblige, but it is getting increasingly difficult to find
requesting a review.
As with the two previous volumes, certain things have to be said, and
anything new to say.
All three have been collected and edited by David Gould and taken largely though not
repeated.
entirely from the splendid photo archive in the Town Museum. It necessarily follows that this new
collection, like the others, is well chosen, intelligently arranged and brilliantly captioned. It is these
qualities that set the series apart from the run-of-the-mill nostalgia that burdens the bookshop shelves,
and the last one above all. We are terribly lucky to have David Gould.
This third volume breaks new ground, not so much in taking in the Environs as well as East
Grinstead, as in taking the daily life of the place as its theme rather than the visible landscape. 'An
insight into the daily life of the people' the blurb calls it, and for once the blurb gets it right. The
book thus gives us a partial view, and Mr Gould is the first to point out in his introduction that it is
designed as a companion to the other two rather than stand on its own, though it is quite capable of
doing so.
To anyone born in the town between the wars, this collection is full of memories, happy and
grim, and it certainly makes one aware, a little uncomfortably, of the passage of large breadths of
time. Everyone will have his own preferences - am I the only one to find formal groups of
schoolchildren, fire brigades and hockey teams redundant? - but I welcome the aerial photographs,
the inter-war brochures of new housing estates, with their echoes of Betjeman, and the individual
portraits, apart from that one of me, sitting at my office desk, apparently fast asleep. The picture is
debited to the East Grinstead Observer, but for the life of me I can't remember for what purpose it
was taken. I can only think it was blackmail.
Never mind, David. Keep them coming.
This book (and the new History of East Grinstead reviewed above) are on sale at the Town Museum, together
with the earlier collections, Britain in old photographs: East Grinstead (5)and Britain in old photographs:
around East Grinstead (7.50), which bookshops no longer have in stock.
EAST GRINS TE14D, PROMENADE DANS LA VILLE (The East Grinstead Society, 2001, £1)
Reviewed by Mrs K S. Goutin

Members may be pleased to know that our first Town Trail is now available in French. We
hope this will be appreciated by our visitors from overseas. At least it may help us when we
struggle to find the word for beam or jetty!
We are especially indebted to Mr J.-P. Corbasson, who kindly found time to provide the
There are few, if any, people better qualified to do so.
translation.
Mr Corbasson, who is bilingual, is familiar with East Grinstead and its mediaeval houses. He has an extensive knowledge
of the history of Normandy in particular, and has given much help to members of the Vernacular
Architecture Group who are studying buildings there and in Brittany. A weeks' visit to
Champagne, based on Troyes (one of the great mediaeval trading centres, where the use of Troy
weight was established) was organised by him and the regional archaeologists.
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At the time of writing the West loathly Local History Group and friends are looking forward
to meeting Mr Corbasson during the forthcoming visit to Rouen and the Pays d'Auge and to
welcoming him here next time he comes to England.
Norma Pilbeam and Ian Nelson, MID SUSSEX POOR LA WRECORDS, 1601-1835 (Sussex Record
Society, vol. 83, 2001, £25)
Reviewed by M .1. Leppard
The poor who are the subject of this volume are those whose particulars have survived in
settlement examinations and certificates, removal orders, bastardy examinations, bonds and orders,
warrants of various kinds and apprenticeship indentures and bonds in the records of twenty three
parishes, including East Grinstead, or of Quarter Sessions. The focus is on the people and how the
relevant laws were applied to them, not on administration, expenditure or other aspects of the
problem of the poor. Family, social and parish historians will all find grist for their mills in the
5000 plus documents summarised and calendered here, including the incidental references to travels
and careers. Parishes (far more than the selected 23) and people (not only the poor) seem to be
indexed comprehensively (though Hannah Pobgee has been missed) but comparatively few minor
place-names are indexed despite the claim that they will be found under their parishes.
In East
Grinstead Dean Farm and Wardleigh are omitted, for example.
Subject headings are few and
Under 'inns, taverns and brewhouses', for instance, one reference to the
incompletely indexed.
Swan at Forest Row has been missed and the Green Dragon at East Grinstead has been omitted.
Researchers must therefore be wary of relying on the index alone but even so they are saved days of
reading through original documents in record offices. They should also be aware, however, that
similar material may be found in other categories of records in the parishes covered, for example
settlement acknowledgements in the Horsted Keynes vestry book (listed in Sussex Genealogist and
Local Historian, vol.1, no.4 (March 1980), p.13). Nevertheless the compilers and the society have
produced a work of inexhaustible value and not a little interest.
John Farrant, SUSSEX DEPICTED: VIEWS AND DESCRIPTIONS, 1600-1800 (Sussex Record
Society, vol. 85, 2001, £25)
Reviewed by M. J. Leppard
In 1951 the Sussex Record Society marked its jubilee by issuing Sussex views from the
Burrell collection, 1776-91, which reproduced 191 works by James Lambert senior and junior and S.
H. Grimm, briefly titled, annotated and where possible dated, together with a short introduction.
For its centenary the Society has now issued, in a larger format, 220 works by 41 artists, each with a
200-word caption, often based on new research. The first 76 pages are devoted to fully referenced
essays by the editor on the study and publication of Sussex topography, antiquities and views by
writers, map-makers and artists from 1585 to 1835, incorporating a mass of research and analysis.
The next 62 pages print unpublished documents relating to the publication of maps and views in the
period, the work of collectors and the tours of antiquaries. Then come 16 reproductions in full
colour and 204 in monochrome followed by a bibliography, an historical account of the Sussex
Record Society and an index. Anyone who knows John Farrant and his work knows his longstanding interest in these themes, his assiduity in research and the breadth and depth of his learning,
of which this tour de force is the climax (though not, one hopes, the conclusion). Several people
assisted with their expertise in various ways, all duly acknowledged, but the chief credit for this
substantial contribution to knowledge, understanding and appreciation of Sussex must be his for
seeing it through and to the Record Society for commissioning him to undertake it and for having it
so beautifully produced.

W.
Of particular local interest to us hereabouts are the views of the ruined church, Kidbrooke
Park, Saint Hill and the Hermitage, while in the jubilee volume (re-issued at the same time, £17.50)
will be found the church, Brambletye and Frampost.
In further celebration of its centenary the Sussex Record Society is planning, with our Town Museum, an
event at East Court on 1 December to make its work known to a wider public. Details in the Newsletter
accompanying this issue of the Bulletin and, nearer the time, in the local press.

EAST GRINSTEAD MUSEUM COMPASS No.3 (Autumn 2000) contains a report of a flint from
the Old Stone Age/New Stone Age boundary period, found near Stone Rocks, a discussion of the
article on Dry Hill by the late Mr Gray in Compass 1, an article on the dating of clay pipes in relation
to some local finds, another instalment of local dialect vocabulary (buster - dunikin) and a list of the
Surrey material in the Town Museum's reference library. No.4 (Spring 2001) has articles on local
Bronze Age finds, two collections of locally found clay pipes, the catchment area for our markets and
fairs and the word twitten, followed by more dialect vocabulary (Ee up - ellenge) and a list of Sussex
periodicals in the Museum's library. No.5 (Summer 2001) includes an article on the area within
which East Grinstead recruited and placed apprentices in the period 1680-1760, a dialect poem about
West Hoathly church spire, more dialect vocabulary (-er - lazy wind) and a list of the general books
on Sussex in the Museum's library. No.6 (Autumn 2001) has an article on East Grinstead's public
transport hinterland, more dialect vocabulary (i - peaky), a list of books on Sussex parishes and
villages in the Museum's library and full reviews of several recent publications of local interest. It
seems to have established itself as a vehicle and resource for local historical research and
information, complementing our Bulletin. [E1 at Museum, by post £ 1.20]
THE WEALDEN IRON RESEARCH GROUP has published a comprehensive index to all issues
of its bulletin WE4LDEN IRON from the first in 1969 to no.20 in its second series (2000). No.21
(2001) records finds of bloomery slag near Felbridge and fieldwork at the furnace site at Mill Place in
East Grinstead. The Group's Newsletter 32 (Autumn 2000) includes a report of an Iron Age
bloomery found at Tablehurst. No.33 (Spring 2001) has a progress report on fieldwalking at Forest
Row in search of the Domesday Book ironworks and a note of the emigration to America in 1607 of
Drew Pigasse of Brambletye.
THE SUSSEX INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY SOCIETY NEWSLETTERS 108 (Oct. 2000)
and 111 (July 2001) contain articles on the current state of surviving structures and track on the
former railway lines around East Grinstead, a useful bench mark for future researchers.
SUSSEX FAMILYHISTORIAN, vol.14, no.5 (March 2001) includes an article on the Pattenden and
Simmonds families of East Grinstead in the 19th and 20th centuries. No. 6 (June 2001) has an
article on Edwards families at Forest Row in the 19th century.
LOCUS FOCUS (the forum of the Sussex Place-Names Net), vol.4, no.1 (Spring & Summer 2000)
reprinted, with permission, the article on Saint Hill from our Bulletin 70.
A new edition of the FOREST ROW OFFICIAL GUIDE (Local Authority Publishing Co. Ltd,
2000, No. 3309/03/FR/F, gratis) is now available in the village, more handsomely produced than its
predecessors and with several good photographs by local residents. There is a clear street map and
a list of village organisations with contact names and numbers. Useful general information follows
a brief introduction to the places of interest. The decision not to charge for it could be questioned.
[For earlier issues see 1509, 1916, 4503, 4717.] An undated new FOREST ROW VISITOR M4F
(Sussex Country Tourist Information, N.D., free) has excellent full-colour area and street maps,
liberally marked with symbols for all fratures of interest and importance

