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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY
The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East Grinstead and its
environs. The town has a long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for the time
being to the hands of our generation. It should be our concern that such contributions as we in turn
make are worthy of the past and a fining bequest to the future.
The Society arranges regular talks, discussions and visits. It produces a Bulletin of articles of local
interest and a Newsletter thrice yearly. Its 1969 report on the High Street conservation area was well
received as a basis for future policy. It is very active in monitoring all planning applications and
making representations to the authorities on planning issues. It has held six exhibitions, planted
trees, restored the churchyard railings, produced surveys of trees, seats and playground equipment
and presented seats in memory of leading former members to Sackville College and the High Street.
It has published a book of reminiscences, three sets of postcards reproducing old photographs and
two town trails (one of them also in French) and, with the Town Council, established the now
independent Town Museum.
The Society is registered as a charity (no.257870) and with the Civic Trust and is a member of the
Federation of Sussex Amenity Societies. A copy of its constitution is available on request.
The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to represent public opinion;
the larger the membership the greater the influence. The subscription is £10 p.a., renewable on I
January every year (except by those joining on or after 1 October). Persons wishing only to receive
the Bulletin can do so at a special rate of £5 per calendar year, payable in advance to the Editor
(address on cover).
PRESIDENT M. J. LEPPARD, M.A.
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY

No. 73 (Spring 2001)

L01 1110114".1 A
This issue exemplifies three of our Society's important functions in interpreting our town to
this generation so that, the better it is understood and appreciated, the stronger its identity will be
both now and in time to come and thus the more it will be cherished. First, our promoting projects
which would otherwise not take place, such as the recent tree-ring dating survey (p.4). . Secondly,
publishing research throwing new light on its historical background, in this case administrative
boundaries by which we were once defined (J)p.5-10). Thirdly, recording reminiscences before it is
too late, this time of a unique celebration here fifty years ago (pp.11-15). None of this would be
possible without the co-operation of many people to whom our thanks are due, especially the owners
and occupants of the properties surveyed and those who kindly wrote their memories down at our
request. If as a result it becomes possible to date more buildings, to inspire more research and to
evoke more memories then the value of these undertakings will be all the greater.
COVER PICTURE:
East Grinstead High Street flag-bedecked to celebrate the Festival of Britain
in 1951, drawn by Ronald Searle and published in Punch on 18 July. Another illustration from the
same source appears on p.15. [There has been no response to our attempts to ascertain what
permission, if any, was needed to reproduce these pictures, so we have assumed there can be no
objection to our doing so with full acknowledgement and without profiting financially thereby.]
TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO: Bulletin 19 (May 1976) marked some important steps forward in
Our fifth annual exhibition was to take the form of a week's
the Society's life and work.
preliminary opening of the Town Museum which we had agreed to set up at the Town Council's
A street name bank had been drawn up so that the authorities could give locally
invitation.
meaningful names to new roads [of which to date five have been used].
An article by Mr P. D.
Wood on the origins and early history of the borough was the most important piece of original
research we had yet published.
Our founder-President, the distinguished archaeologist Mr Ivan
Margary, was honoured in an obituary.
Some other historical articles and reminiscences were
complemented by the usual planning notes and news and a photograph of the goods station site
between the removal of the railway infrastructure and the start of work on the inner relief road.
AS WE SAW OURSELVES (6): 'It has been a very Dreary Day for the fair, Wet & Cold,
Grinstead People chuse sad Days for their Fairs The Winter Fair it Rains all Day long' - John Hoath,
letter to William Hall, 21 April 1815 (West Sussex Record Office Add MS 39,854, f.26)
AS OTHERS SAW US (14): 'It is a parish which, with one only exception, causes me more
anxiety than any other in the Diocese' - Bishop of Chichester, letter to the Rev. T. P. Hutton, 16
February 1847 (W.S.R.O. Ep. 1/48/7, bundle 1)
EAST GRINSTEAD'S FIRSTS (3): 'The Great Debate on education, heralded by the Prime
Minister's Ruskin College speech, got off to a cracking good start last week in - of all places - East
Grinstead' - Times Educational Supplement, 17 December 1976, where a public meeting at Sackville
School promptly called by local county councillor Kenneth Ball receives a somewhat disenchanted
report taking up 27 column inches.
E. W. YOUNG'S PAGEANT OF EAST GRINSTEAD HIGH STREET [Bulletin 71, p.61: 'The
dialogues are always lively, sometimes humorous, and the reader is thus able to imbibe local history
without effort, and with a pleasure often denied to students of more severely written tomes. It all
makes pleasant reading.' - 'South Seaxe', Sussex County Magazine, vol.10 (1936), p.150
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THE SOCIETY'S DENDROCHRONOLOGY PROJECT

Editor

Using half of the legacy of the late Mrs Doreen Yarwood and donations from Rentokil and the
Town Council our Society engaged Mr Dan Miles of the Oxford Dendrocbronology Laboratory to
undertake a tree-ring dating survey of selected buildings in the High Street.

It was thought

important to obtain some scientifically verified dates to set against those already derived from
typological considerations, with the aim of learning not only more about the properties studied but
also what light such information could throw on the development of the town. The project was coordinated by Mr P. J. Gray of the Wealden Buildings Study Group assisted by Mrs K. S. Coutin and
Mrs L. A. Sansom.
What follows is an interim summary of the results obtained. Accounts of the structural and
documentary history of the buildings are reserved for later publication, as is interpretation of the
results. It is also hoped that in due course funds may permit similar dating of other properties.
Old Stone House, 4 Judges Terrace: Felling dates of winter 1640-41 have been produced from
several rafters. Allowing a year or so for seasoning, the building is likely to have been completed
by 1645.
Clarendon House, 3 Judges Terrace: Several samples achieved some dates but none a precise
felling date. They suggested an earliest felling date of 1435 but more likely 10 or 15 years later for
the original building and of about 1561-66 for the flooring-in of the open hall. The original ball
house was thus built about 1455, the open hall floored and the chimneys constructed in the mid1560s. [The windows and gables, from which no samples were taken, were probably added when
Old Stone House was built.]
1-2 Judges Terrace: Two samples produced a felling date of 1448. A sample from the wall plate
in the area of alterations did not give a precise felling date but suggested a range 1441-73.
Construction was therefore at about the same time as Clarendon House but we cannot say which was
first. The alterations at the Clarendon House end could have been up to 20 years later.
4 High Street: The front principal bay post gave a felling date of winter 1451-52 and the rear wall
plate a range 1441-73. There were no results for the insertion of the floor to the open hall but the
main beam to the attic floor dated to winter 1629-30.
7-9-11 High Street: Several timbers in 7-9 gave a felling date of winter 1450-51.
Some joists in
11 gave identical dates and must have been re-used from the altered part of the original building.
One gave a range that could imply a date 15 or 20 years later. Construction of the original building
would have been completed by about 1455. The single sample from 11, taken with structural
indications, suggests alterations to make it a crosswing took place by about 1470-75.
34-40 High Street: For 3640 precise felling dates of winter 1351-52 and spring 1352 have been
found, together with ranges from two other samples consistent with them. No timbers suitable for
dating were found in 34, the end-on portion. The building had thus been completed by 1355.
Tudor House, 22-24 High Street, and Wilmington House, western portion, 48 High Street: Too
few rings and lack of sapwood prevented dating.
46 High Street: Lack of comparable matching samples has prevented dating so far.
Amherst House, 66 High Street remains to be tested.
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EAST GRINSTEAD HUNDRED IN 1579

M. J. Leppard

The estates recorded in the hundred of East Grinstead in Domesday Book have been discussed
and mapped by Mr P. D. Wood in Bulletin 58 (Spring 1996), supplemented by me in Bulletin 59
(Autumn 1996). 1 discussed the tithings which made up the Hundred in Bulletin 68 (Autumn 1999)
and carried the discussion further in Bulletin 70 (Spring 2000). I have since obtained, through the
kindness of Mr C. H. C. Whittick, a photocopy of the survey of the boundaries of the hundreds in the
Duchy of Lancaster produced in 1579.' The text for the borough of East Grinstead has been printed
(summarised, edited and misdated to 1559), by Hills. 2 That for East Grinstead hundred is printed
here verbatim, discussed and tentatively mapped. An earlier version, produced in 1563, is known
to exist but I have not seen it. Part of it, reaching from the Bower to Forest Row bridge, has been
printed and discussed by Mr J. Stapleton. 3
I commented briefly on his article in Bulletin 44
In the light of closer study of the 1579 version I would revise some of my
(Autumn 1988).
comments then and disagree with some of Mr Stapleton's conclusions, but any discussion must wait
until I have seen the 1563 version.
After listing the jurors who drew it up and recording that the hundred consists of four
'Burroughs' (tithings), Ashurst, Brambletye, Imberhorne and Shalstrow, the document states:
Our said Hundred doth bound as followeth (Viz') First from the Woodgate of Ashurst Wood
of the East part and so leading along thro' the Land of Wilde by a Ride and so to the Bridge of
iforest Row and so thro' the Gates and Closes of William Bryan In 0 Drewrie John Plaw
&Iohn Humfry and so forth thro' the Lands of Iohn Plaw and so through the Mead of William
Bryan and so through the Lands of Roger Hatcher and so forth along the Brook of the North
side of Lewen's Mead and so leading along the Brook to a Little Gosell that cometh down by
Line's House and so along the same Gosell to Forrest Pale at the End of the Nallers Gill and
leading along thro' the Nallers Gill to the Garden Place and so leading to Witchcross in the
iforest of Ashdown and so from the South to the West part leading from Witchcross along the
Highway to Plaw Hatch Gate and so forth along the same wy to Cochham and so as the Way
lieth to Gosell Brook and from Gosell Brook thro' the BiFch Lands lying to Lands of Id
Mascall of the South side an [sic] so through the South Sid of the Lands of Will' Place and
so against the Lands of Richard Infield and to a parcell of Land called the Shells and so forth
to a Whapple way leading to Banckes gate and so thro' Jenkins Mead to a Brook called Stone
Brook and so from the Stone Brook leading to the Way that leadeth from Grinsted to Turners
Hill and so from that way and the Lands of Iohn Bish the Elder and so forth to the Whapple
way leading from Grinsted to Crawly Down and so from the Way leading through a ifield of
Hatchers to the land of Gulledge and from the West to the North part & so from the Gulledge
Land leading along a Whapple Way to the Reedens and through the Reedens to the Wood of
Imberhorn and so from the Wood of Imberhorn to ifell Bridge Heath and from the North to
the West part and so from ifell Bridge along the Queens Common belonging to the Burrough
of Eastgrinsted and Highway to a House now Laurence Browns and so on the Backside of W
Stones house to a House called Trendles; the which House standeth at the West End of the
Burrough of Eastgrinsted and so forth from Trendles compassing the South Side of the
Burrough up again to the House of Thos Duffield at the East End of the said Burrough and so
forth the Lane called Love Lane thro' a Piece of Land called the Parsons Field and so forth
against the Land called Askplat and through the Farely to the Land called Hachland and so
'The Bounders of the Hundreds of the Dutchy of Lancaster within the Rape of Pevensey, 1579 (East Sussex Record
Office, ASH 117 IA), reproduced here by kind permission of the Record Office
2
W. H. Hills, The history of Ezist Grinstead (1906), pp. 10f
'A lost wood gate of Ashurst Wood', Ashurst Wooa 1086-1986 (N.D.), p.23

forth into a piece of Land called Moorhall and so from Moorhall as the Gill runneth to
Lullingdone ford and so from Lullingdon ford along as the Brook leadeth to a Piece of
Ground of Thomas Lullingdone called the Reedens and up into the Highway and so forth
Along the Highway over to the Bower and so forth thro' the Bower leading by a Piece of
Ground called Capps ffield and so down by the Barrs to the Old Way and so as the Brook

leadeth to Pooks Hole and so from Pooks hole thro' the Land of Tho' Ellis to the Woodgate.
In attempting to map these bounds I have assumed that the parish and county boundaries were
as on modem maps; though there may have been slight variations, nothing in the text seems to
require different lines.
I have not ventured outside them because the section dealing with the
Many of the places mentioned
borough states that both it and the hundred are within the parish.
cannot be precisely located (including the starting point), so this must be an interim map pending
further study of other sources. What follows is not exhaustive commentary or discussion but
explanation of some uncommon terms and the considerations that led me to draw the boundary where
I did, followed by some observations on the implications of my conclusions.
The first clearly identifiable point is Forest Row bridge [1 on the map]. Thanks to Mr C. J.
Hobbs's work in Bulletin 62 (Autumn 1997) listing and mapping the manor of Maresfield's holdings
at Forest Row and their tenants in 1546 and later, enough of the closes and lands itemised after the
bridge can be identified to make the boundary there reasonably certain. I have drawn it along the
Medway, which formed their northern edge, though the wording through the gates, closes and lands
perhaps implies that the hundred boundary bisected all these properties latitudinally. Lewen's
Mead is readily identifiable with Newlands alias Levens Mead, named in a lease of 1 782 4 in which it
is defined by bounds which clearly locate it between the Medway, Hartfleld Road and the parish
boundary.
Line's Farm is still with us [2]. GoseIl is an East Sussex and Kent dialect word definable as
a small watercourse in some sort of depression' and gill is a regular word for a steep and narrow
valley. I have not found the name Nallers Gill in any other document but there is no reason to
doubt that it is the one that forms the parish boundary here.
Wych Cross [3], Plaw Hatch [4] and Cookhams [5] and the road linking them are all still with
us. A whapple way is another dialect term, defined as a bridle way through fields or woods, where
horses can go but not carts 6. Birch Lands is our Birch Farm, and the lands of Richard Infield must
be that family's long-time home Gravetye. The Shells [6] can be identified from an inquest taken
in 1587, where it appears as Shelves alias Midwaye alias John at the Midwaye 7
It is curious that
the Medway is never so named in the 1579 document.)
.

(

The Bish family were long-time owners of Fen Place. The whapple ways to Crawley Down
and to the Reedens must be the footpath from Hill Place to Burleigh and the ancient track from
Hophurst to East Grinstead via Gullege and Imberhome. Reedens, variously spelt, is a very
common local name for land that has been cleared ('rid'). This particular instance is not otherwise
recorded but it can be located with reasonable certainty since, from its place in the list, the wood of
Imberhome must be the Birches of modem times. From thatpoint, via the bridge at Felbridge [7]
and then roughly parallel to the A22, the boundary of the hundred is also that of the manor of
imberhorne as mapped by Mr Wood in Bulletin 28.
The common was under the jurisdiction of the
East Sussex Record Office, SAS/F 410
Sussex Notes and Queries, vol.4 (1932-33), pp.223, 252€
6
W.D.Parish, A dictionary of the Sussex dialect, augmented by Helena Hall (1957)
Sussex Record Society, vol. 33 (1927), no. 235

7
borough. The 1579 document gives the bounds of both, after those of the hundred. The bounds
of the borough have also been mapped by Mr Wood and are similarly drawn here.
Laurence Brown's house was still his in 1597I8, identifiable as the westernmost one on the
north side of the High Street, and William Stone's house and Trendles must be roughly opposite, on
the western side of London Road. Thomas Duffield's house was Rowses, in the angle of Church
Lane (Love Lane) and the High Street and occupied by his family from at least 1523' ° . The
Parsons Field is the Playfield (now the car park for the arts centre).
Askplat is obviously Ashplats Wood and the Farelye is Fairlight Farm [8]. Hachland is not
otherwise recorded but Moorhall is still found, as Moorhawes, although now only on the Surrey side
of the border. Lullingdon ford [9] is where the lane to Lullenden crosses the Kent Water as it
approaches Old Surrey Hall. The Reedens is today's Readings Wood [10]. I have assumed that
the hundred boundary, like that of the parish, runs on its eastern side but arguably it should be along
the western edge since the boundary is generally defined by reference to places outside it.
From there to the Bower [11], also still with us, is straightforward but after that the lack of
any other references to Capps Field, the Barrs, the Old Way, Pook's Hole and the Woodgate make
the route highly conjectural, though to reach Forest Row bridge it has got to come out eventually by
Wall Hill Farm. I have therefore thought best to follow the footpath down to the track from
Owletts past Thornhill to Cansiron Lane and then by the path to Wall Hill Farm, clearly part of one of
the many parallel ancient north-south routes hereabouts that can be traced beyond our borders in both
directions. The land of Wilde is the Wald, Weald or Wild that gave name to Wall Hill, Ashurst or
Grinstead Wild, etc., discussed at length by me in Bulletin 65 (Autumn 1998) and by Mr A. G.
Dyson in Bulletin 67 (Spring 1999).
Unfortunately the jurors did not go on to give the bounds of the tithings, unlike their
For Rushmonden four tithings are
counterparts in Hartfield and Rushmonden hundreds.
enumerated, Maresfield, Rotthingham, Rottingham Fletching and Nutley.
The latter is said to be
within the parishes of Maresfield, West Hoathly and East Grinstead and its northern boundary to be
the highway recognised as our southern boundary by our jurors'. It therefore includes the area of
the parish marked N on the map. There are no particulars of the tithings of other hundreds which
also had portions in East Grinstead but mapping our hundred reveals them: Wardley (W on the
map), Greenhurst in Loxfield (L) and Sheffield (S). L is also, of course, the ecclesiastical hamlet in
the deanery of South Mailing. S corresponds quite closely to the 'Hamlets belonging to the
hundred of Loxfield dorset' shown diagrammatically on Budgen' s 1724 map of Sussex, suggesting
that he may have got the eastern boundary of our hundred right even if misallocating what lay beyond
it. With these tithings now mapped, however provisionally, it should be possible for study of them
to move forward significantly.
It is noticeable that our hundred boundary passes through the middle of the yards and lands of
several farms - Wall Hill, Tilkhurst, Gullege, Estcots, Fairlight and the Bower, most of them names
There is probably good historical reason for this first recorded well before the 16th century.
The fact that the present-day Fairlight is traversed puts a
another subject for further research.
possible question mark against Mr Wood's identification of the Domesday estate with Old Fairlight.
8

In Marren (ed.), Wealden buildings (1990), p.173
Buckhurst terrier (Sussex Record Society, vol. 39 (1933), p.57)
'° Will of Henry Duffield, 28 March 1523 (P.C.C. Bodfelde f. 11)— Mr L.E.W.Coie, personal communication
See D.Rawlings, 'The view of frankpledge and all that in the hundred of Rushmonden', Danehil parish historical
society magazine, vol. 5, no.5 (Nov. 1995), especially p.10.
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NOTE:
Mr Whittick states 'The document quoted is an 18th
century transcript, and although the original must have been in the
public records, probably as part of the Duchy's archive, when it
was done, extensive researches (by me) at the Public Record
Office have failed to locate it. It is significantly not the same
date as Twynho's survey of the Duchy of Lancaster manors
(DL42/1 12), of which we have a film (XA 65)'.

Other transcripts are known: Among the Burrell MSS in the
British Library (Add. 5681 f. 588), also 18th century (and copied
in the 19th by Sir Henry Ellis [his MS vol. on East Grinstead,
pp. 157f; W.H.Hills papers, West Sussex Record Office]), and by
the Rev. W. Budgen in the 20th century 'from a large folio copy at
Compton Place', Eastbourne (his notebook 118, Sussex
Archaeological Society library). M. J. L.
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THE FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN PAGEANT OF EAST GRINSTEAD 1951
At 8.30 every evening from Monday 2 to Saturday 7 July 1951 the main event in local celebrations of
the Festival of Britain took place in the grounds of East Court, a pageant of the history of East Grinstead,
written by Mrs Ursula King Ridley of West Hoathly. The episodes were: 1 The Normans come to East
Grinstead, presented by Forest Row; 2 Edward I visits the town in 1299, by East Grinstead; 3 Queen
Elizabeth Woodville escapes from the turmoil of the court, 1468, by Feibridge Women's Institute; 4 Sussex
martyrs, 1556, by West Hoathly; 5 A parliamentary election, 1640, by West Hoathly; 6 Highwaymen on
East Grinstead Common, 1770, by Lake View Drama Club, Feibridge; Finale.
To mark the fiftieth anniversary of the pageant, five of those who took part have specially written their
recollections for this Bulletin. In alphabetical order, with their contributions identified by their initials, they
are Mrs E. Florence Charlesworth (E.F.C.), Mr Reg. G. Houghton (R.G.H.), Mrs Molly Mumford, née Cheal
(M.M.), Mr Brian Roberts (B.R.) and Mr Peter L. Steer (P.L.S.).
Background
In 19511 was 20 years old, working at Boots the chemists (where Robert Dyas is now) as an
assistant on the stationery and book department. Born and brought up through the war years in the
town, leaving school at 14 and working first at Edwin Tooth's bookshop. Our lives were rather dull
and confined in comparison with today's young people. Twice-weekly visits to the Radio Centre
cinema, youth clubs, dancing at 'socials' with our parents and regular church attendance were our
social outlets. The summer carnival was looked forward to as the highlight of our year. The
Festival of Britain was looked forward to with great anticipation. I had already arranged to spend a
MM
week's holiday with my friend Lydia in London to see all that was being talked about.
Involvement
Boots' manager and chemist Mr F. H. Blundell, a member of East Grinstead council, asked
various girls if we would be interested in taking part in the pageant. His wife, Mollie, was helping
to produce an episode with East Grinstead Dramatic Society members. Lydia and I were the only
girls brave enough to attend a meeting in the Small Parish Hall one spring evening. There the
producer, Carmen Mime, explained the historical details and introduced the players with speaking
parts. They needed people for crowd scenes to welcome King Edward Ito the town. Lydia and I
were detailed as the wives of local Burgesses to be presented with our 'husbands' to the king. We
had to provide our own costumes and were given advice on what to make. Both Lydia and I were
keen dressmakers, so this presented no problems. The mediaeval dress was very simple to achieve
with second-hand curtain material, etc. I managed a long skirt and undersleeves of wine colour and
a pale blue tunic to wear on top. With a braided cord sash and net wimple for our hair we felt quite
elegant. We sewed leather soles to dark socks to wear instead of modern shoes and passed the test
MM
when we presented ourselves at the first dress rehearsal.
I have never been particularly interested in acting, etc., although unfortunately for me my
He was a leading light in the East Grinstead Dramatic and
father, Leslie Steer, was devoted to it.
The result was that, much against my better
Operatic Societies, as was my mother, Edith.
judgement, I was regularly pressed into service to tread the boards when illness or terror prevented
one of the chosen amateurs from appearing, usually at the Whitehall (bombed and destroyed in the
war). My father was producer of episode 2 and everything was going to plan. The lead, Edward
I, was to be played by a local semi-pro actor who was 'resting' at the time. Ten days before the
event he disappeared, having, I've been told, gone bankrupt and/or run off with the next-door
neighbour's wife or something like that. Dad said to me, 'Son, I need you!' You couldn't say No
to my father in those days. So I got the job of Edward I.
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I was 21 and an apprentice at the Rolls Royce department of Caffyns of Dyke Road, Brighton,
and had just rebuilt a 1938 T.A. M.G. which I had bought in bits with the proceeds of my model
railway, which I sold (much to my regret). The part was learnt as I drove up and down to Brighton
with the script attached to the dashboard on a clipboard.
P.L.S.
As a founder-member of the rather misleadingly titled Lake View Drama and Social Club we were really only a concert party with leanings towards pantomime - I remember we were flattered
to receive an invitation to act one of the episodes, depicting the activity of a highwayman on East
Grinstead Common (now North End) who robbed a travelling parson. As customs men were
involved this required quite a few of our members to be on horseback and, as only one of us could
ride at that time, the club leader, Mrs Charlesworth, organised an intensive course of lessons with a
local riding school, run at that time by Betty and Margaret Thomas [later Mrs K. Housman and Mrs
P. Weller]. The horses used in the performance were provided by Mrs McCann from Cowden. B.R.
The club was most honoured.
Learning the script was no problem but - having to ride
horses!
Ali!
However, we arranged with Margaret Thomas to give several members a few
lessons on how, at least, to sit on a horse! E.F.C.
Rehearsals

Each group rehearsed at first in its own locality, only coming together at East Court for final
rehearsals. Even so, to avoid long waits we were given separate times for attendance.
We were
very lucky with the weather. It was fine and sunny all through rehearsals and performances. I
well remember sitting under a tree at East Court on a fine warm evening trying to swot for an exam
while waiting to rehearse. Rehearsals were great fun. Most of us highwaymen and excise
officers had had lessons to avoid disgracing ourselves by falling off in the arena. R.G.H.
Rehearsals began and I was presented with an enormous horse. No-one had told me that the
king's entrance mounted on a horse was of vital importance!
I'm not strong on animals of any sort
and the horse wasn't strong on me either, so serious problems seemed to be on the horizon.
I
circumvented this problem with a large box of sugar-lumps, offered before and after each
performance, which I must say proved to be a good solution. Having thus 'tamed' the horse, the
next thing was to get it to recognise me with beard, crown and olde-woride clothes and realise that
some performances were with floodlights. This caused some difficulties but, as my father said, 'I
always knew you could do it'. (That's also what he said when I decided school wasn't doing me
any good, the Headmaster agreed, and so I left at 16. He didn't have much conviction even then!)
P.L.S.
The drama club members with speaking parts must have had many rehearsals. I remember
only a final one at East Court one Sunday afternoon when for the first time we heard the players and
were directed into action. It was very interesting to meet all the people taking part in the other
episodes and see it all gradually coming together.
MM
Rehearsals all week during daylight went fairly well, until dress rehearsal. Our episode was
last and by this time it was dark, with floodlights. One highwayman's horse took exception to the
sudden appearance of floodlights and kept moving back and forth however hard the rider tried to
check him. Suddenly a very loud command from Peter Smith the pageant-master (a big theatrical
from London), 'Keep that horse still!'. The answer from the rider (Tony Jones) rather shocked the
entire cast when he suggested in no uncertain terms that Mr Smith himself tried to keep the horse
still. The club did its best not to giggle. E.E.C.
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I remember our entrance very well. I was told by a friend in the audience that the effect of
our band of highwaymen looming into the arena lights from the darkness of the central entrance was
quite dramatic. We moved forward to meet the smugglers and after some business we turned and
made our exit, leaving our leader, played by Tony Jones, to continue his dialogue with the smugglers.
And this is where things went wrong at our first dress rehearsal. Tony's horse refused to stay
behind. In spite of all its rider's efforts it insisted upon following us off. Finally the producer's
voice was heard rather acidly reminding Tony that he was supposed to be on stage. As I remember
it, a loud and exasperated voice replied, 'You know and I know but this damned horse doesn't'.
R.G.H.
The problem was eventually solved by swapping horses around.
Production
The pageant was produced by a professional man of the theatre, Peter Smith. As a young
lad at the time I was very taken with the splendid new Sunbeam motor cycle that he used on his
journeys to East Grinstead. The sad fact is that he was killed on it not many weeks after the
performances. B.R.
During the show each episode was given a separate dispersal point, only coming backstage
just before its entrance. This avoided overcrowding and confusion behind the scenes and reduced
R.G.H.
the possibility of off-stage actors being seen by the audience.
Part of the magic of the event for the performers was the setting in the grounds of East Court.
The experience was enhanced by a complete week of glorious weather and the atmosphere was set by
well-chosen music. Even today I can recall the movement of Handel's water music which was the
cue to mount our horses in preparation for our entrance. Many years later I read Mrs Ridley's The
story of a forest village [West Hoathly] and recognised her style - a series of time-sequenced
tableaux rather than a continuous history. For the purposes of the pageant she linked the episodes
with dialogue between a mounted mediaeval herald and a modem-day gardener, speaking his lines
B.R.
with his foot firmly planted on an upturned wheelbarrow.
Performance
Lydia and I would rush home to St John's Road where I lived with my parents, have a hasty
Because of the limited dressing-room space at East Court
meal and change into our costumes.
We walked down Cranston Road and up Blackwell
many players arrived already in costume.
Hollow to enter East Court by the top gates. The public came in at the bottom entrance to keep us
apart until our entrance on the stage. This was set in front of the long yew-hedge walk to the lake.
All the players waited on the sloping field which is now the garden of remembrance. A large
refreshment tent at the bottom of the field was very popular with the cast as many had come straight
from work or out of town by train, bus or car.
There was a great buzz of excitement and anticipation on the first night as we were assembled
For the first time we got a chance to admire the hired
in our groups ready to take the stage.
costumes of the principal players and show off our own efforts.
The weather was perfect and at
8.30 the sun setting and sky gradually darkening added greatly to the scene. The mature trees and
distant lake made a dramatic backcloth too.
The opening music, 'Fanfare for the common man', sent a shiver through me. I enjoyed all
the well-chosen music of each episode. It helped the waiting players to calm down and think about
their parts. The whole evening was a great success, and so it continued all week. M.M.
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Against all the odds the whole event went smoothly. The horse looked forward to his sugarlumps and I looked forward to not falling off.
P.L.S.
My part was a travelling parson whose purse was stolen by a highwayman. That part was
taken by David Baldwin as he was the only one of us who could ride and so was able to approach
from the distance at a fine gallop. My own slow appearance was meant to be accompanied by
singing a hymn but as I couldn't sing (and still can't) this was done by proxy, with the aid of a
microphone, by Tony Jones. B.R.
One item I think everyone remembers. One of the highwaymen [Daniel Baldwin] pretended
to be drunk on horseback in order to approach an unsuspecting victim without arousing suspicion.
The writer of the article in Punch [see below] wrote 'He must have convinced even the horse'.
I also remember the fmale.
After the last item the jester from an earlier episode led the
whole cast, hand in hand, circling the arena, spiralling to the centre and reversing out again, dancing
to the tune 'Sellinger' s round'. I can still hum that tune. When the last dancer vanished into the
darkness backstage a trumpeter high in the scenery sounded a long high sad note and as the sound
faded so did the arena lights. R.G.H
After each performance we walked to the High Street to catch the last bus home to Felbridge,
still in costume, much to the amusement of the bus crew and passengers.
B.R.
Review

On the last evening we ventured into the crowd after taking part in our episode. A rumour
went around of 'the press from London' being there, and we had to see if it was so. Actually it was
Ronald Searle making sketches for an article in Punch. He made a quick cartoon of the mayor and
king from our scene, which are among the illustrations to an amusing piece by Basil Boothroyd
published on 18 July. MM
On the whole we were pleased with our performance, especially when Basil Boothroyd
delighted us with his words, 'An actor in episode 6 required to depict drunkenness in the saddle must
have convinced even the horse'.
The entire pageant was a great success, due in most part to Mrs
Ridley, who scripted everything and presented episodes 4 and 5.
Everyone involved had a
wonderful time. E.F.C.
I have recently written to Ronald Searle to ask if he would autograph his caricature of me
sitting on the throne. He has done so and I have presented it to the Town Museum. Otherwise
my only other memory is of wanting to get it over as fast as possible - the highlight and only light of
my acting career! P.L.S.
Personal postscripts

Of course Lydia and I were 'chatted up' by various young men. I believe there were several
couples who met that week. We were mostly in a group but one young man., Tony Muniford,
playing the part of the mayor of East Grinstead, seemed to be hanging around. We began talking
about the music and the fact that we both worked in bookshops. He was quite well known in the
drama and youth clubs then for his acting abilities. He was very easy to talk to, so it was no
surprise when he asked me out on Sunday 8 July, the first time and the start of a very happy
courtship, engagement and marriage three years later.
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The other happy and personal family memory of
that special week was meeting my Canadian uncle Charles
for the first time. My mother's only brother had last been
seen by his family over thirty years before. He was born
in East Grinstead but emigrated as a young man to
Vancouver. He brought his English-born wife Loreen for
a reunion with his sisters and mother for her eightieth
birthday. They arrived in time to see the pageant and
were thrilled with the performance and very impressed by
the production.

L.

July 2001 will be the fiftieth anniversary of a
special event in East Grinstead's history. For me it will
also be a very happy reminder of the time which led to the
best years of my life, a successful and long marriage of
over forty years, which sadly ended when Tony died in
1995. MM
RIGHT: Characters from the pageant, sketched by Ronald
Searle. At the bottom Peter Steer as the mayor.
If readers would like to send supplementary memories of the
pageant or of other local celebrations of the festival to be
considered for a future issue, they will be gratefully received.
ED.

GONE: June last year saw the demolition of the last
surviving part of the East Grinstead Union Workhouse of
1859, a tall narrow grey building gable-end on to the street,
part of the Mid Sussex Timber Company's premises in
Railway Approach.

REPLACED:
Last November saw the unveiling of a
plaque at the Queen Victoria Hospital in memory of Nurse
Dorothy Parsons, killed in November 1940 by the first
bomb to fall here. An earlier memorial disappeared
during building work but thanks to campaigning by Mrs
Mary Francis, a former employee, the new one was created.
NEW NAMES: For the retirement flats currently under
construction in St James's Road the developers, McCarthy
& Stone, suggested Stenning Court, after the timberyard
formerly behind the site. Other suggestions were
Millennium Court, by Mr M. J. Leppard (since planning
consent was obtained in 2000), and St James's Court, by
Miss June Mills. The last was adopted, since a new
development under half a mile away had already been
named The Stennings. (St James's House already stands
round the corner in London Road, however.) No-one
thought of Waldegrave House, which stood there first.

;1
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Editor

Klaus Marx, AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF THE LEWES AND EAST GRINSTEAD
RAILWAY (Oxford Publishing Co., 2000, £35) is a comprehensive account of its subject, from the
first moves in 1876 to the establishment of the Bluebell Railway Preservation Society in 1959.
Railway archives, newspapers, enthusiasts' records and the memories of workers on and users of the
line are all laid under contribution, complemented by large numbers of photographs, each of which is
fully and informatively captioned. Equally detailed attention is given to schemes, legislation and
litigation, to construction and operation, to rolling stock and other equipment, to timetables, to staff
and to incidents. In addition each station, including Ardingly but excluding East Grinstead, Lewes
and Haywards Heath, has a chapter to itself. It is written and arranged in such a way that those who
are not interested in, say, the minutiae of committee meetings or locomotive types can jump those
parts and concentrate on what appeals to them, whether nostalgia, human interest or just the pictures.
Plenty of attention is paid to the people who ran the line and their stories, and one is occasionally
jolted by the unexpected. It was not until 1920, for example, that eight-hour shifts became official;
previously they had usually been of 12 hours and in 1887 one crew once worked a 96 hour 50 minute
week. Station staff were both numerous and busy but they could cultivate the gardens in between
times. It is a tribute to the care taken by author and publisher that I found only one slight slip: on
p.60 our Thomas Cramp appears as 'Mr Crump'. The price may deter many, unfortunately, but
library copies are sure to be well handled and it is hard to see that the book will ever be redundant.

'

DIRECTORIES IN WEST SUSSEX, no. 12 in the county council's mini-guides to sources, is as
attractively and helpfully produced as its predecessors, itemised under whole county and then
particular towns.
This means that villages are not specified but must be sought by intelligent
consultation of nearby towns as well as county volumes. More seriously, entries for some towns
neglect mention in other town's volumes, e.g. Burgess Hill and Haywards Heath in Pike's 1886 book
for the East Grinstead constituency. The alternative, however, would have been either a larger
work than the series embraces or cramped and repetitive presentation, so a fair compromise has been
reached. (2, Public Library)
A new edition of the official MID SUSSEX GUIDE appeared in May 2000, a handsome and much
enlarged (from 52 pages to 64) revision of the 1998 edition [reviewed Bulletin 64], now including
colour photographs of all the councillors. Most of the town and village entries have been rewritten,
in our case making much use of the town guide. Our Society is mentioned, the only one of its kind
so honoured, and we are also the only place for which anything is said about bus services, but the
Town Museum has been dropped. Once again it is issued free, an unwise decision when local
government fmances are under so many pressures. (Public Library and Town Council)
Frankie & Peter Garrett, THE STORY OF FOREST ROW LIFEBOAT CHOIR (2000) is a labour
of love in aid of an important charity, the R.N.L.I., and a well deserved tribute to a local institution
founded in 1946 but probably still unique. There are nine illustrations, four in colour, and a
readable account of the choir's origins, progress and achievements, including the two lifeboats
purchased from the funds it raised. It would have benefited from more meticulous proof-reading
and £4 might seem a lot of money for a 24-page booklet, but it is hardly too much as a contribution to
such a good cause. (Town Museum and bookshops).
The Town Museum has published a revised edition of its INFORMATION LEAFLET no. 1: THE
POPULATION OF EAST GRINSTEAD (20 n.p. to callers, 40 by post).
Recent notes and articles in periodicals will be detailed in Bulletin 74 (Autumn 2001). The closing
date for contributions will be 31 July.

