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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY
The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East
Grinstead and its environs.
The town has a long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for the time being to our generation.
It should
be our concern that such contributions as we in turn make are worthy of the
past and a fitting bequest to the future.
It produces a
The Society arranges regular talks, discussions and visits.
Bulletin of articles of local interest and a Newsletter thrice-yearly. Its
1969 report on the High Street conservation area was well received as a basis
for future policy. It is very active in monitoring all planning applications
It has
and making representations to the authorities on planning issues.
held six exhibitions, published a book of reminiscences, three sets of postcards reproducing old photographs and two town trails, planted trees, restored
the churchyard railings, produced surveys of trees, seats and playground
equipment, presented seats in memory of leading former members to Sackville
College and the High Street, put up a plaque commemorating a bombing tragedy
and guide-maps to the High Street and, with the Town Council, established the
now independent Town Museum.
The Society is registered as a charity (no.257870) and with the Civic Trust
A copy of its
and is a member of the Federation of Sussex Amenity Societies.
constitution is available on request.
The strength of such a society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to
represent public opinion; the larger membership the greater influence.
The
subscription is £10 p.a., renewable on 1 January every year (except by those
joining on or after 1 October).
Persons wishing only to receive the Bulletin
can do so at a special rate of £5 per calendar year, payable in advance to the
Editor (address on cover).
PRESIDENT
OFFICERS, 1 998-99
CHAIRMAN Mrs L.A.SANSOM
VICE-CHAIRMAN I.HUDSON
TREASURER B. F .MITCHELL
SECRETARY J.W.BRIDLE
EDITOR OF BULLETIN M.J.LKPPARD, M.A.
Contributions for the Bulletin to the Editor (address on cover), through whom
permission must be sought to reproduce any contents.
Unsigned contributions
are the work of the Editor or officers.
Opinions in signed articles are not
necessarily anyone's but their authors'.
PAST CHAIRMEN
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P.D.IOD, F.R.I.C.S.
1972-74 B.C.THOMPSON, B.Sc., C.Eng.
1974-78 M.J.LEPPARD, M.A.
1978-86 C.E.HARTLAND, A.A.Dip., F.R.I.B.A., M.R.T.P.I.
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1988 (part) M.J.LEPPARD, M.A.
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all issues still in print (52) £20 post free to members and subscribers, £30
post free to all others.
Names can be put on a waiting list for out-of-print
issues.
Unwanted back numbers (even damaged or defective ones) are always
welcome for re-sale.
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCTETY

No.68 (Autumn 1999)

EDITOR IA!,
Once again we are privileged to publish some important new
work, Mr Hobbs's article on the parents of our Domesday settleOtherwise everything is in some sense a developments (pp.4-6).
ment of something we have printed before. But it is one of the
strengths of our Bulletin that we can from time to time add to,
correct, modify or extend what has already appeared, so building
up a more complete, more rounded and more valuable picture than
Tt also
could have been managed by the original writer alone.
means, as this number amply demonstrates, that there is a place
for contributions, however slight in themselves, from a variety of
informants, not all of whom would consider themselves historians
or researchers.
COVER PICTURE: The railway viaduct, drawn by the late Mrs Doreen
Yarwood for our second town trail in 1983 and printed here in triSince a full obituary appears
bute to her work for our Society.
in the Newsletter accompanying this Bulletin it may suffice here
to record the articles she wrote and illustrated for these pages:
Barton St Mary (Bulletins 43 & 47), Dorset House (45), Wall paintings (47), Hammerwood and Ashdown House (48) and Lighting in the
Mrs Yarwood also contributed a review of Wealden
home (51).
Buildings and a note on 'picadil' (48).
Bulletin 15 (Sept. 1974) recorded memberTWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO:
ship at 307 and the compiling of a register of members' expertise
Following
and interests as an aid to decision-making and action.
the local history exhibition of 1972 people had started offering
items for a town museum before the Society had begun to consider
about 1200 people had visited the
undertaking such a project.
In prospect
1974 exhibition on old local crafts and occupations.
were another exhibition, a town trail and a new town guide.
AS OTHERS SAW US (12): 'East Grinstead: here our expectations
were small, knowing this to be a small place with a very little
We put up at the 'Crown' Hotel, the proprietor
"neighbourhood".
shewing much kind interest in our meeting and giving us the free
East Grinstead
use of a very large and handsome room for it.
astonished us by filling the room with one of the most attentive,
sympathetic, audiences I have ever addressed; the Vicar taking
One feels it a pleasure to speak to such people, and
the lead.
they not only listened well but gave generously and without any
We shall always love East Grinstead. ' - Miss Robinson,
fuss.
'The Soldier's Friend', A Thousand Miles in an Invalid's Coach
(1889), quoted in East Grinstead parish magazine, Dec. 1889.
Miss Robinson, who could travel only by road and spoke sitting
propped up by cushions, had spent 27 years in temperance work
£32.8s.9d. was
among soldiers and sailors and their families.
collected from her audience here on 10 Sept. 1889, chiefly ladies,
[Summarised from October and Detowards a hostel in Portsmouth.
cember parish magazines]
Non-members who would like a copy of the obituary of Mrs Yarwood may obtain a
Newsletter from the Bulletin editor (address on cover) for 50 n.p., post free.
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THE PARENTS OF SOME EAST GRINSTEAD MANORS

C. J. Hobbs

Several of the Domesday manors of East Grinstead were settled
from lands in the south of Lewes rape.
This article is an attempt to give a brief summary of the parent lands and how they
might have trekked to East Grinstead.
The map in the Phillimore edition of Domesday Book gives a
dot for the location of the manors.
It could hardly have done
otherwise as the exact extent can be found only after much research.
Upon carrying this out it was found that all the manors
below had common lands in or adjacent to North Chailey.
From the downs to the Chailey commons is about 8 miles.
From there to East Grinstead is much the same.
The Chailey commons would be used as an assembly point for the annual drof from
the downs to the Wealden forests.
Saxon animals were much smaller than the modern counterparts and closer to wild animals. The
journey from the assembly point to East Grinstead in a single day
would be well within their capabilities.
On the south east of Sheffield bridge was Rotherfield, a holding of Lewes Priory's manor of Balneath.
Recent research into
the priory by Cohn and Judith Brent of Lewes shows how frequently
it had holdings next to a bridge.
This adds to the likelihood of
a bridge or ford here from early times.
WOOTTON

This manor was given to the archbishop of Canterbury by Caedwahla, king of Nercia, in 687.
By the time of Domesday it had
acquired Burleigh on the borders of East Grinstead which had previously been part of the manor of South Malhing.
A 1713 map in the East Sussex Record Office shows a strip of
land 2 miles long and containing 546 acres running from East Chiltington into Chailey.
Another three pieces totalling 207 acres
ran along the eastern boundary of Lindfield parish up to the River
Ouse 600 yards east of Freshfield bridge.
Another map of the manor, compiled in 1828, shows another 30 acres round the Hooke in
Chailey and 53 acres of common in North Chailey.
The fact that it was not given any downland or the fertile
lands under the northern scarp may indicate that these had already
been taken by earlier-established estates.
ALL INGTON

This manor owned ilaselden before the exchange of Lewes which
moved that part of East Grinstead which was previously in Lewes
rape to Pevensey.
It occupied most of the parish of St John's (Without), once
part of the Lewes parish of St John sub Castro.
192 acres were
tenanted and the remainder, in the southern part, demesne land.
In 1828 the lord of the manor, the Earl of Liverpool, commissioned
William Figg of Lewes to produce a book of maps of the manor.
This book shows a further 960 acres running in various blocks from

the north of J3arcombe through the east of Chailey to just north of
the main road running through Newick.
This latter piece at least was common land until
It would have acted as an assembly point for
times.
its drive north.
From there it would be but a short
across Chailey North Common to the road from Lewes to
stead.

early modern
the manor on
journey
East Grin-

WARN I NGORE

This manor was taxed for Brockhurst.
The demesne lands occupied a detached part of Chailey and a little of St John's (TithThe former ran from the Weald south over the summit of the
out).
downs.
It was transferred to East Chiltington in 1934.
The tenants ranged through Newick, South Chailey and Chailey Green to
Chailey North Common south of Wapsborne.
Unusually for these manors it had brook lands to the west of
what is now the Anchor Inn by the River Ouse in Barcombe.
Brook
lands were highly prized until early this century, when artificial
fertilisers came into regular use.
The brooks flooded in the
winter, warming the ground and bringing down silt to fertilise the
soil, producing good early grazing for cattle.
DITCHIJING

This was the great early Saxon royal estate of the area.
From it many areas were colonised and granted away.
Even after
Fairlight and the un-named two hides less a virgate (now thought
to be T,avertye) were transferred to Pevensey rape its lands still
ran along the road from Ditchling to Copthorne Common.
It too had lands in North Chailey extending from the Hooke
and Byneham to North Chailey Common above the crossroads.
HAMSEY

This manor was responsible for the settlement of Horsted
Keynes and the East Grinstead manor of Warlege.
It alone of the
manors in this article did not have lands in Chailey North Common.
However, the parish of Hamsey extended north up to Beverne bridge
on the main road from Lewes to Chailey.
From there to Irorsted
Keynes, just to the north of Sheffield bridge, was only a few
miles.
BEVENDEAN

Unfortunately no records exist for this manor, the parent of
Standen, at the East Sussex Record Office in Lewes.
BALMER

This manor did not have any lands in East Grinstead but did
at Birch Grove in Horsteci Keynes.
It is included in this article
to support the theory that Chailey North Common was the staging
post for the downland manors' drive to summer pastures and autumn
woods in East Grinstead.

At the time of Domesday Balmer was a manor on the downiand
dip slope just north of Falmer.
At some stage it declined to
just a single farm and the manor was incorporated in Falmer.
It
had common lands on the borders of East Chiltington and Chailey
culminating in 18 acres abutting Chailey North Common.
Finally, the parent manors mentioned above comprised many separate
parcels of land.
But their East Grinstead subsidiaries wer always in discrete blocks, as though allocated. This must indicate
from early times the organising presence of a superior body, most
probably the afore-mentioned royal estate of Ditchling.

NOTES: A diagrammatic map of our settlements and their parents
will be found in Bulletin 61 (Spring 1997), p. 9 .
Dr A.E.Wilson
suggested that the villa regis of Ditchling might have formed the
centre of a 'unit' consisting of our parents manors (Sussex ArchED.
aeological Collections, vol.83 (1942-43), p.67).
ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA

Bulletin 40 (1986), p.21: Wakeham Thos: for 3707 read 3708.
Bulletin 63 (Winter 1997-98), p.14: Turley In: for 5505 read
5506.
Bulletin 66 (Winter 1998-99), p.3: 'ILLUSTRATIONS' second line:
for indexed read illustrated.
Bulletin 67 (Spring 1999), p.3:
'AS OTHERS SAW US': for (7) read
(11); penultimate paragraph: for Batstone read Bastone.
In subsequent items references to earlier Bulletins are given as a
four-digit number, the first two digits for the Bulletin, the second two for the page. f. = and the following one.
WILLIAM REYNOLDS PEPPER [3805f.,3907f.,4903]: Mr Gould reports
that in the 1881 census Wm R.Pepper appears as head of a household
at 2 Moat Terrace, aged 58, artist and portrait painter, born at
Brighton, together with his wife Amelia, 51, and daughter Rose A.,
7, scholar, both born in Worth.
Lilian Pepper, 14, born in
Worth, a visitor at Moat Cottage, Moat Road, the home of Mrs Sarah
Ann Steer, seems to be another daughter.
It looks as if the Peppers and the Steers might have been related, for it was from Mrs
Steer's Moat Cottage that Pepper wrote in 1886 [39081.
In the
1891 census, now claiming to be 60 and describing himself as artist and journalist, Pepper is living with his wife at no.14 North
End.
All this information seems to confirm the identification
with W.R.Pepper of the King's Head, Pound Hill (then in Worth parish) from 1867 to 75 and gives new leads for tracing more facts on
this interesting but still elusive character.
If either Rose or
Lilian is Mrs Allsworth née Pepper she would have been about 60 or
67 when she presented the drawings to the church tower museum,
which is entirely credible.
News of any of his portraits will be
particularly welcome.
THE MANOR OF MARESFIELD:
Bulletin 62 (Autumn 1997) contained Mr
Hobbs's article on the Forest Row parts of the this manor.
His
articles on the Maresfield and Nutley parts have appeared in Hindsight, the Uckfield & District Preservation Society's journal.
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DOMESDAY BOOK AND EARLY SETTLEMENTS: ADDENDA

Editor

The notes which follow should be read in connection with the following articles in recent Bulletins, each of which is cited in the text by a four-digit
number in square brackets, the first two for the Bulletin number, the second
Other numbers in square brackets are references for
two for the page number.
footnotes.
P.D.Wood, 'East Grinstead in the Domesday Survey', 58, pp.3-23; Editor, 'East
Grinstead in Domesday Book', 59, pp.4-8; M.J.Leppard, 'Domesday Book and the
origins of settlement in East Grinstead', 61, pp.5-10; Editor, 'The placename Warlege', 64, p. 4 & 65, p.8; M.J.Leppard, 'The origins of Ashurst Wood',
65, pp.4-7; M.J.Leppard, 'A lost place-name repatriated (?)', 65, p.9; A.G.
Dyson, 'Grinstead Weald', 67, pp. 4-6 .
WILDETONE and WEALD

In a recent article [1] Mrs Pam Combes has argued that Wildetone, the D.B. parent of Sperchedene, cannot be T'illingdon, as
suggested by Prof. Coates [5907] on the ground that outliers are
recorded only when in a different rape from the manorial centre.
Since Sperchedene is written with a small s it may not, she suggests have been a specific location: and Wildetone was probably
an otherwise unrecorded sub-manor of a greater manor in Lewes
She connects its name with the lost name Wildene in Hartrape.
field hundred and suggest both derive from wilde in the sense of
wilderness and became obsolete when regular settlement meant the
land was no longer so perceived.
Thus, by a different route, she seems to have reached much
the same conclusion as ]r Dyson on Grinstead Weald and the Wald/
Wild/Wall- names and name-forms associated with it [6706].
The
proposed identification of Sperchedene with Wall Hill Farm
There is scope for further work
[5906f.] strengthens her case.
here, especially on the Hartfield side.
WALLHATCH and THE WALD

Today Waihatch denotes a retirement home in Forest Row, a revival of a name found only once in the past, and then not till
1635 when a wine licence was issued to Edward and James Woodman
Nevertheless the name
'in Forrest Roe alias Waihatch' [2].
clearly consists of Wald, as in Wall Hill, and Hatch, a gate of
Ashdown Forest, as in Coleinans Hatch, and suggests that the Wald
was considered to stretch as far south as the bounds of the Forest
long before the 17th century and probably before Forest Row village began to form in the 14th century.
ASIIDOWN and ASHIJRST

Is it more than co-incidence that Ashdown Forest and the tithing etc. of Ashurst take their names from the same tree, a tree
that one might think neither sufficiently common nor sufficiently
uncommon hereabouts to be an obvious candidate for naming two extensive tracts of land.
MIDDLE PARKDEN and SPERCHEDENE

Commenting on my suggestion that the name Middle Parkden,

part of the manor of Ashurst Wold in c.1560, might be a corruption
of Sperchedene and related to Upper Spartenden [6506] Prof. Coates
writes: 'There are plenty of analogues for alternatively presence
and absence of s before a consonant initially, and I would have
few qualms about equating these names if the topography and tenurial history are right' [3].
HEGHTESGEWINDE

and HASTINGS WOOD

Pliege (Plaw), Heghtesgewinde and Buntesgraue (Birchgrove)
are included in a list of properties given to Lewes Priory in c.
1140 and in 1288 Heghtesgewinde was in the manor of Imberhorne;
it thus lay in either East Grinstead or Nest }Ioathly, reasonably
near Plaw[hatch] and Birchgrove [6107].
Hastings Wood, alongside
and within our boundary with West loathly, is a name traceable
back to at least 1843 [4].
Invited to comment, Prof. Coates
writes:
IT can see absolutely no bar to its being a folk-etymological alteration of something like Heghtesgewinde, which I would
expect to develop in Sussex vernacular to /(h)eitsin/ or /(h)aitsin/; it practically cries out to be associated with Hastings.
But the name can't _be connected with Hastings, I think - it looks
like Old English heah'u 'height' (though in that case I don't understand the -es, seeMingly indicating wrong (non-feminine) gender, but possibly a response to the indeclinability of the word in
He compares
O.E.) + gewind 'something winding (stream or path)'.
Midewinde, an old name of the Ouse. [5]
LEFSI

Someone named Lefsi held Imberhorne before c.1100; he, or a
namesake, was associated with Haselden in or before c.1120: and
the name is also found elsewhere in Sussex in the 11th century
[6106f.].
For the sake of completeness, and in the hope that one
day someone will be able to throw more light on our man, two more
references to the name are noted here.
Lefsyeferling is the name
of 14 acres in the tithing of Framfield in 1285 [6].
Lefsiescroft, recorded somewhere in Sussex in the 13th century, is noted
by the English Place-Name Society [7].
Unfortunately it is now
impossible to establish when and where an in what context because
the Society's relevant papers perished in the blitz: but perhaps
someone will find the source document one day.
BRAMBLETYE

and CILAILEY

A map of 1651, recently presented to the East Sussex Record
Office, shows part of Sir Henry Compton's manor of Brambletye lying south of Chailey Common [8].
At first sight this might be
taken as an intermediate point between Brambletye and its parent
but research in the records of the court of Star Chamber in the
Public Record Office by Mr C.H.C.Whittick shows that Compton
claimed and enclosed land on the common, some of the locals destroyed the hedges and fences, dogs were loosed and shots were
fired [9].
The mapping was obviously intended to bolster Compton's claim to the lands, as was his administering them as part of
Brambletye.
YEALDMJLS

and LITTLE SHOVELSTRODE

I have argued that the home of the 13th/14th century at/de

Hyld-/Ild-/Jeidhalle family was the 16th century Yealdalls, i.e.
our Little Shoveistrode Hall, a name suggested by Prof. Coates to
mean 'guildhall', brought here from elsewhere as a family name
Two recent discoveries seem to confirm these claims.
[6505].
lir L.E.W.Cole of Hawkhurst draws attention to an entry under
the tithing of Shoveistrode in the court roll for East Grinstead
hundred of 23 September 1502: 'The highway towards the land lately Yeldhallis is defective, by fault of the scouring of the ditch
The family name is confirmed by the listof Henry Duffild'[lO].
ing in the 1524-25 subsidy roll under East Grinstead hundred of
William Yealdall, assessed on annual wages of £2 [11], apparently
in humbler circumstances than his land-holding forebears.
NARLEGE

Mr A.G.Dyson draws attention to a quitclaim [relinquishment]
by Richard Alfray in 1478 of a toft and meadow called Wardelysmede
A toft was a homestead, so this must
containing 3½ acres [12].
be the site of the capital messuage of the Domesday Book Warlege
The Alfrays had Gullege, so we must look out[5806,6404,6508].
side that estate to find this field but we lack later references
that could pinpoint the site.
1$ *1
Pers. comm. = personal communication; S.A.C. = Sussex Archaeological Collections; S.R.S. = Sussex Record Society
[1] 'Wildetone and Wildene in Domesday Book - settlements in the wilderness?',
Locus Focus (forum of the Sussex Place-Names Net), vol.3, no.1 (Spring 1999),
[2] S.A.C., vol.36 (1888), p.247
pp.17f.
[3] pers. comm., 12 Dec. 1998
[4] Map with auction particulars of Mill Place, Dean's and Birch Farms and
Giffard's Lands (photocopy in my possession)
[5] pers. comm., 19 Jan. 1999
[6] Custumals of Sussex manors of the archbishops of Canterbury, S.R.S., vol.
57 (1958), p.70 ; in S.A.C., vol.68 (1927), p. 271 the name is less accurately
transcribed from the same document as Lefsye fort
[7] A.Mawer & F.M.Stenton,
Place-Names of Sussex, part 2 (1930), p.564
[8] S.R.S., vol.66 (1962), p. 7
[9] Mr C.J.Hobbs, pers. comm., 24 May 1999
[10] In Essex County Record Office, Chelmsford
[11] S.R.S., vol.56 (1956), p.135
[12] Calendar of Ancient Deeds, vi, C4436

AFRICA AND THE SOUTH EAST OF ENGLAND: Mr J. Green, 11 Turret
Court, East Grinstead (314736), one of the co-ordinators of this
research project linking local and international history, would be
grateful for any relevant information, e.g. civil servants, missionaries, soldiers, notable emigrants in either direction, graves,
memorials, house-names.
ILLUSTRATIONS:
Once again the Bulletin lacks pictures illustrating articles or of interest in their own right.
To some extent
this is due to the nature of the material; it is also due to a
shortage of pictures that will reproduce satisfactorily.
The editor is always pleased to hear of anything that might be suitable.

A new OFFICIAL STREET PLAN with attractive colouring and miniguide text has come out (50 n.p.; shops, Town Council, Museum).
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HUNDREDS AND TIMINGS AND A HAMLET TOO

N.J.Leppard

East Grinstead hundred and parish are co-extensive wrote M.A.
Lower, the Sussex historian, in 1870 [1].
All subsequent writers
seem to have accepted this claim, whatever the historical period
being considered, most recently 1'fr Dyson in the article in our
last issue in which he explained the system of hundreds and tithings and discussed Grinstead Weald [2].
In fact, however, it was
not always so.
What follows is not a detailed, definitive account of that
complexity and any changes it may have undergone; I have not done
enough work for that and it is unlikely that enough evidence surInstead I attempt to invives for it to be completely possible.
dicate some of the places in each of the four tithings in East
Grinstead hundred and those areas of the parish which prove to
As with my study of the tithhave been parts of other hundreds.
ing of .Ashurst [3] 1 have particularly (and somewhat riskily) relied on the toponymic surnames in the 1285 and 87 hundred rolls
141 and in the 1296, 1327 and 1332 subsidies [5].
Names are also
given under tithings in the 1539 muster roll [6] and 1703 list of
defaulters [7] but not in the subsidies of 1524 [8], 1621 and 1628
Those sources are of little help for the present purpose,
[9].
however, unless residences can be established from other information.
At this stage, therefore, mapping is out of the question,
though it might be possible if the 1563 and 1579 surveys of the
Duchy of Lancaster in the Public Record Office were transcribed
and collated with other evidence.
That such collation is necessary can be seen from the extract from 1579 (misdated to 1559) given by Hills [10].
My aim here is simply to set out preliminary
provisional findings as a guide for subsequent study and a reminder that to cover the parish of East Grinstead one has to look at
other hundreds besides East Grinstead - a fact I wish I had been
aware of decades ago!
We do not know the extent of the parish in 1086 but we do
know that the settlements in East Grinstead hundred listed in
Domesday Book are within its boundaries as known later and also
include Burleigh, subsequently part of Worth parish [11].
We also know that the borough of East Grinstead was not part of the
hundred but in effect a hundred in itself.
Thanks to the work of
Jl Ir P.D.Wood its bounds are known and have been mapped [12].
What
tithing its site lay in before its foundation in the early 13th
century can as yet only be a matter of guesswork.
(It should be
noted that the term 'borough' was sometimes also used instead of
'tithing', and so sometimes was 'vill')
In my list of places in Ashurst tithing I probably too readily included Fairlight and Walesbergh, since persons of those names
are found elsewhere also.
Hazelden was definitely part of it,
however, and apparently Gotwick as well as the unidentified Royshedde, Rurnsted, Isecombe and Smokham.
Collation of the 1703
list with the church terrier of 1711 [13] suggests that Pauls
Farm, Ridge Hill and part of Worsteds were also in it, but the
possibility must be borne in mind that the people named might also
have held other properties in the parish of which we are unaware
and that those properties were the ones in the tithing.
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Brambletye tithing included Charlwood, Lovekines (Burnt House
Farm), Renfields (lost) and Sperchedene in the 13th and 14th centTn 1523 Henry Duffield beuries and apparently also the Bower.
queathed 'my tenement of Rowses lying in the borough of Brambiltie' to his son Thomas [14], i.e. the area now occupied by Church
John Chapman, RoLane, Sackville College and 73-81 High Street.
bert Finch and Edward Groombridge, among those listed under Brambletye in 1703, also appear in the deeds of the cottages in Church
Collation with the church terrier
Lane in 1703 or 1721 [15].
suggests that Boylies and Cuttens Hill were also in this tithing.
(Boylies was certainly in the manor of Brambletye but so far I
have not studied the manor and, although it is highly probable, it
does not necessarily follow that everywhere in the manor was also
in the tithing.)

In the case of Imberhorne, however, the manor seems to have
been entirely within the tithing and perhaps co-extensive with it.
Lewes Priory's title deeds [16] show how the properties it gained
here were administered as part of its manor of Imberhorne and comIn
plement the information in the hundred rolls and subsidies.
1316 the tithing was held by the prior [17], as it probably had
been long before and must have been up to the dissolution in 1538.
Among the places included in the 13th and 14th centuries were
Coombe, Courthouse [Farm], its neighbour Hill Place, Homewood,
Thanks to
Legsheath, 1conkshill, Plaw[hatch] and Stone [Farm].
later manorial records it would not be difficult to map the manor
and so form a good idea of the extent of this tithing.
In Shoveistrode tithing only Ildhall (Little Shovelstrode
Farm) is identifiable in the mediaeval subsidy rolls.
RUSIIMONDEN hundred embraced three areas of East Grinstead.

The tithing of Horsted Keynes included in the mediaeval subNardleigh is the Narlege of
sidies Wardleigh and Tilkhurst.
Domesday Book, originally an outlier of Hamsey as Horsted Keynes
was too, hence its inclusion in that tithing in the 13th and 14th
centuries, even though in Domesday it is entered under East Grinstead hundred [18].
In the 1662 hearth tax the borough of Wardley is a tiny tithing in the hundred of Danehill Horsted (the later name of Rushmonden) consisting of just three houses, two of
which are named: Gullage farm house and Tilkhurste [19]. (unfortunately hearth tax returns do not normally give addresses and
those for East Grinstead hundred have not survived.)
The Dallingridge family, who were substantial landholders
hereabouts, appear in the mediaeval subsidies in Pushmonden hundred under both Horsted Keynes and Maresfield & Nutley tithings.
The location of their eponymous home suggests it was in the latter
that it was included.
Another part of Pushmonden, the tithing of Sheffield (mostly
in Fletching, styled the Liberty of Leicester in 1296) included
11avertye, Pickstone and Tablehurst in the 13th and 14th centuries.
Finally, the
Loxfjeld Dorset),
our parish in its
were in it in the

hundred of LOXFIELD (later the half-hundred of
with its centre in Framfield, included part of
Estcots and liackenden
tithing of Greenhurst.
13th and 14th centuries and so possibly was
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Fairlight (or a part of it).
Meyland may also have been included
but the family of that name also had properties in several other
areas.
Framfield was originally part of the vast manor of South
Mailing, held by the archbishops of Canterbury, and its parish was
part of the deanery of South Mailing, a swathe of 13 Sussex parishes that came under the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the archbishop not the bishop of Chichester.
In addition to those parishes there were small enclaves within several others that were detached portions of the deanery, among them Hartfield, Withyham,
Worth and East Grinstead.
Such areas were technically styled
hamlets and their status 'peculiar'.
Their inhabitants were par ishioners of the parish within which they lived, worshipped at its
church and paid tithes to its rector but they elected their own
churchwarden and got their marriage licences and proved their
wills in the deanery court of South Mailing.
The marriage licence granted in 1632 to Dionisia Pollerd of
the hamlet of Estgrinsted, hundred of Loxfieid and deanery of
Southmalling [20] suggests that the ecclesiastical hamlet and the
tithing of East Grinstead Greenhurst (as it was called in the 1524
subsidy) were co-terminous.
This is supported by the fact that
John Egerton of East Grinstead, a joiner whose will was proved in
the deanery court in 1592 [21] was in 1590 the holder, with William Kidder, of the manor of Hackenden [22].
Having spelt out the
evidence for our peculiar elsewhere [23], I will not go into more
detail here but deal with some related points.
First, Richard Budgen's 1724 map of Sussex (the relevant part
of which is reproduced in the article cited and on the cover of
our Bulletin 12) shows a strip of 'Hamlets belonging to the hundred of Loxfield dorset' running all the way down the eastern side
of the parish and including Tablehurst and Lavertye.
This looks
like confusion of the hamlet with our portion of the tithing of
Sheffield in Rushmonden.
Secondly, an 1808 reference book gives East Court as a hamlet
in the parish of East Grinstead and hundred of Rushmonden [24].
Rushmonden appears to be an error for Loxfield Dorset but the location of the hamlet is confirmed; East Court was built on the
Estcots lands in 1769 and rationalised its name.
The statement
is repeated by M..A.Lower in 1831 with the additional information
The
that its population is included with East Grinstead's [25].
census enumerators certainly did not bother to identify the hamlet
in their original returns for 1811, 21 and 31 [26] and it may well
be that it had become a dead letter by then.
Whether the other
tithings in the parish were obsolete or re-organised by 1808 1
cannot say but the abolition by statute of all peculiars in 1846
accounts for the differences between Lower's 1831 and 1870 statements about East Grinstead hundred.
Last of all, the origin of Greenhurst and the hamlet must lie
in the ancient manor of South Mailing, which in Domesday Book conParts of the
sisted of 75 hides in the rape of Pevensey (2.1)
manor are itemised in detail but nothing can be argued to refer to
our portion.
The name of Hackenden, though, 'Hacca's swine pasture', first found in 1283 [27], is clearly ancient, a seasonal
outpost of a southern manor.
That manor can only have been South
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Nailing and it seems entirely reasonable to suppose that when
Domesday Book was compiled Hackenden was already named and settled
but silently included in the parental entry.
In the case of
The scope for further research is obvious.
Every paragraph calls
Estcots and Hackenden it is in progress.
All observations and information will be welfor development.
come for future publication.
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KINGSCOTE:
This name began as that of the house built for himself
in 1866 by Mr Josiah King.
Why such a recent and not specially
significant house should have given name to the station erected
nearby when the railway to Lewes opened in 1882 has long been puzzling.
Tickeridge and Mill Place are ancient names closer to
hand and seemingly more suitable.
However, in the 1881 census
Kingscote, the house, was occupied by the engineer for the line,
John Wolf Barry, who no doubt used it as his control centre for
the navvies housed in huts nearby.
The railway staff would thus
be likely to call the whole area Kingscote while they worked there
and so it would be the obvious name for the station.
[Information on King, Barry and the census from Mr V.K.Chew of London] Ed.
HOUSE-NAMING:
Deuteronomy 6.9 enjoins the writing of the summary
Our
of faith 'on the doorposts of your house and on your gates'.
19th century predecessors sometimes applied this in a new way.
Joseph Rice proclaimed his commitment to Methodism by naming his
home in Cantelupe Road Wesley House after its founder.
Edward
Steer expressed his stalwart Liberal politics by calling houses he
built in London Road (nos 178-84) Gladstone Villas after the party
leader and his own home in Green Hedges Avenue (no.45) Tlawarden
Any others?
after the Grand Old Man's country seat in Wales.

THE LINGFIELD ROAD AREA, c.1860-1900

Editor

With reference to his article under this heading in Bulletin
67 (Spring 1999) Mr Gould adds that Gordon Cottages (pp-10f.) were
earlier called Jordan Cottages. I apologise for accidentally omitting the name Wellington House from line 2 of paragraph 4 on p.
10 and for printing to n e on the south side' instead of 'three' on
line 6 of paragraph 7 on p.15.
Mr Albert Ileacham tells us that the isolated cottage in Durkins Field (p.11) consisted of two ground-floor and two firstThe entrance was
floor rooms and its water came from a well.
from Dormans Park Road via a secondary hedge and private path.
When the Meachams moved in nearby in November 1949 it was already
derelict.
The last known occupants were named Comber, two adults
and up to six children.
Mrs M.Barton (nee Comber) tells us that 23 & 25 Wellington
Town Road (p.15) were built in 1887.
Alfred Foster the builder had been made bankrupt in 1884 and
was declared bankrupt again in August 1892 following the failure
of Heads' Bank earlier that year.
Henry Osborne, also a builder,
was another victim of the failure.* This explains their brief
tenure of their grand new homes (p.14) and may also account for
some of the other short-stay residents in the area.
RIGHT: Contemporary report
of the storm damage to 53
Lingfield Road in 1884
[6712] from East Grinstead
parish magazine, Feb. 1884
* P.R.Jenkins, Country Bank
Failures: The East Grinstead Bank (1995), p.14;
deeds of 42 St James's Road
(kindly loaned for study by
Mr E.C.Dudman)

THE GREAT 87onMo.—The week ending January 26t1i will be
memorable for a long time for a succession of no less than seven severe
storms visiting the British Isles from the west and south west. On
Friday, 25th, there was in this neighbourhood a violent thunderstorm,
accompanied by driving showers of hail, while the next day, Saturday,
the barometer exhibited a depression such as has not been exhibited for
many years. In the Lingfield Road the gable end of a small house was
blown in by the force of the gale about 7 p.m. The bricks went
tirough the ceilings and fell on the staircase and two upper rooms. In
one of these two of the children of William Tester were sleeping ; the
cradle of the infant was untouched and fortunately a little girl sleeping
in a bed close by had risen from her disturbed rest and was but slightly
grazed by a falling brick; had she remained in her bed she must have
sustained serious or fatal injury. During such storms we may well
think of "those in peril on the sea" as we pray "for all in peril by
land or water."

Since contributing a piece on this subject to
Bulletin 65 (Autumn 1998) I have come across an article on 'Street
cleansing and refuse collection from the 16th to the 19th centuries (with special reference to Surrey)' by Marie de G. Eedle* that
provides valuable background and comparative information on both
regulation and practice.
It is interesting that at Guildford
after c.1720 'town dirt began to acquire value as manure and it
was no longer necessary to pay someone to take it away' and by
1756 its ownership was disputed between the mayor and the lord of
the manor whereas here as early as 1670 one of the burgesses was
fined a hefty 20s. for removing it.
PT. J.L.
* Surrey Archaeological Collections, vol.68 (1971), pp.161-81

WASTE DISPOSAL:

For availability of back-numbers see p.2
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Editor

EARLY CYCLE-MAKERS TN EAST GE INSTEAD

Since the appearance of Mr Gould's article in Bulletin 65
(autumn 1998) a good deal more information has been contributed.
Mr Tom Potter of Worthing remembers his father's speaking of
his father George as the maker of the first bicycle seen here.
In the 1851 census George, aged 3, and his brothers of 5, 7 and 13
It was probably
are the sons of Thomas Potter, a blacksmith.
George, by then about 75, who told Hills about it in 1923.
Mr
Warner,
Lane in
skilled

Gould has ascertained from Kelly's directories that Harry
cycle-maker, was at 2 Moat Road in 1899 but 2 Imberhorne
Prof. Brian Warner tells us that Harry was very
1903.
and invented and patented a ball-bearing race.

King's cycle shop probably closed in 1926, the year P.J.May
the estate agents was established at 2 London Road [East Grinstead
Observer, 6 April 19661.
Miss Angela Cole, daughH. J. PEARSON,.
ter of Pearson's employee
Dick Cole (1902-93), who came Cycle, Pram & Gramophone Specialist
from Hastings, tells us it
was Mrs Pearson's money that
High-class Repairs at Moderate Prices.
enabled her husband to buy
the business from Tommy TayShe owned pro- A Large Stock of Cycles, Gramophones, Prams
lor in 1921.
perty on the south coast and
and all Accessories.
In the
was quite wealthy.
You are invited to inspect our stock before making your purchase
1930s the work included repairing and rebuilding bicyCycles built to order on the premises from £5 lOs.
cles, selling radios, selling and recharging accumulaMott-- Acid t,s:
tors for them and selling and
75 141611 ST., EAST 6RINSTEIID
repairing gramophones.
On
Saturdays the shop was so
busy it seldom closed before 1( p.m. and often there were queues
of customers outside the doors
,-

Pearson's advertisement from the 1923 East Grinstead Civic
League and Enquiry Bureau directory is reproduced above.
Cycles
for hire are mentioned in Ford's advertisement in the same volume.
WALL HILL FIELD, the house illustrated on the cover of our last
issue, is now called Linden Lea.
We are grateful to the present
owner, Mrs P.Miller-Richards, and our Chairman for the following
information.
It was built in 1936 by Waters of Forest Row for
Miss Lucas, the daughter of Dr & Mrs Lucas of Bramblehurst on the
opposite side of the road.
During the war, it is said, copies of
Hansard were stored in it.
Miss Lucas's hope that it should become a childrens' home after her death was not fulfilled because
it was not big enough.
Nothing is known about Joan Bloxam but
she might have been responsible for the painting on the chimneybreast of the lime trees that account for the present name, a
sombre scene.
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Sr Catherine Louise, S.S.M., THE PLANTING OF THE LORD: The history of the Society of St Marc pret in England, Scotland and the
U.S.A., 1855-1995 (M.D., ?199) is an unpretentious account of the
origins in East Grinstead of one of the earliest Anglican religious orders and its spread to Ceylon and South Africa as well as
the countries in the title.
The author, the first of its members
to be ordained priest, is one of the American sisters, working in
New York.
The book does not seem American in tone or emphasis
(apart from altered spellings in quotations), indeed one of its
merits is the equal attention to all the houses, the first work to
deal with them all in one volume.
Another strength is its use of
all their records, published and unpublished, which by their nature are not easily accessible to outsiders.
A purist might object that there are too many lengthy quotations but they are so
graphic, especially on the realities of life for the poor, both
urban and rural, that any summary would have far less effect.
The story thus has a wider interest than the purely religious, and
it does not require any specialised knowledge.
There have been
problems with proof reading, especially of punctuation, and twelve
source references have been lost from p.132.
(95, from Convent)
John Caffyn (ed.), SUSSEX SCHOOLS IN THE 18th CENTURY (Sussex Record Society, vol.81, 1998) is just over 500 pages of all known information on schools, masters and mistresses and pupils in the
whole county throughout the century from all conceivable sources.
A vast amount of time and effort has clearly gone into not only
the research but also the meticulous organisation and cross referencing of the material.
Genealogists and social historians will
find it as valuable as local historians and specialists in the history of schooling.
East Grinstead material, hitherto mostly unfamiliar except to researchers, receives its fair share of attention.
(25)
R.F.Hunnisett, SUSSEX CORONERS' INQUESTS, 1603-88 (P.R.0., 1998,
£25) completes the trilogy whose earlier volumes (1485-1558 and
As before, met1558-1603) were reviewed in Bulletins 41 and 59.
iculous editing happily complements human interest and sidelights
on social history.
There are six East Grinstead inquests, embraIn no.358
cing murder, manslaughter, suicide and infanticide.
Holy Thursday is taken as Maundy Thursday, not Ascension Day.
Sibyl Martin, EAST GRINSTEAD MILLENNIUM WALKS (1999) gives clear
maps and written directions for ten walks, most with optional modifications, almost entirely within the boundaries of our civil parish yet all in open country.
Brief information on interesting
sights and warnings where necessary make it a helpful companion.
As expected, some of the bus information is already out of date.
The standard is well up to Miss Martin's previous books of walks
[reviewed Bulletins 41, 47 & 53] with some enticing colour photographs.
From his armchair your editor realised how much of his
native place he has never properly explored and, yet again, how
fortunate we are to live here.
(Town Museum and bookshops, £3)
The historical material from the programme for the Town Museum's
recent show OUR CHEQUERED PAST has been reprinted as a booklet, a
useful summary of the town's story and some topics (1 at Museum).

