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The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the
amenities of East Grinstead and its environs. The town has a
long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for
the time being to the hands of our generation. It should be
our concern that such contributions as we in turn make are worthy of the past and. a fitting bequest to the future.
The Society arranges regular talks, discussions, films and.
visits.
It produces a bi-annual Bulletin of articles of local
In 1969 it produced
interest and a more frequent Newsletter.
a report on the High Street Conservation Area which was well
received as the basis for future policy. It is also very active
in making representations to the local authorities on planning
matters. With the re-organisation of local government its importance as a watchdog has increased.
It has held six exhibitions, published a bock of reminiscences, a town trail and
three sets of postcards reproducing old photograpIs of the town,
restored the cITurctyard railings, planted trees on King George's
Field, presented a seat to Sackville College and established a
Town Museum in conjunction with the Town Council.
The Society is registered as a charity.
It is registered
with the Civic Trust, a member of the Sussex Federation of Amenity Societies and affiliated to the Sussex Archaeological Society. A copy of its Constitution is available on request.
The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which
it can be seen to represent public opinion; the larger its membership the greater its influence.
The subscription is £2 a
year (additional members in the same family 50 new, pence, persons
in full-time education 25 new pence) to be renewed every year on
1 January, except by those joining on or after 1 October.
Subscriptions should be sent to the Treasurer, 29 Hurst Farm Road,
East Grinstead.
PRESIDENT

R.T.RENTON, M.P.

EXECUTIVE CONNITTEF, 1983-4
Chairn.ari.
C.E.HARTLAND, A.A.Dip., F.R.I.B.A., M.R.T.P.I.
Vice-Chairman J.H.GALEY, B.Sc., M.Phil.
Hon.. Treasurer E.PE. RCE
Hon.Secretary Miss G.V.F.ENNENS (also Membership Secretary)
B.W.D]VALL; M.J O LEPPARD, M.A. (Press Correspondent, Editor);
Mrs B.NICHELL (outings); Mrs D.REES (Programme); Miss R.M.
WILIA'ITS, M.A.; Mrs D O YARWOOD.
Matter for the Bulletin and requests for publications should be
sent to Mr Leppard, 20 St George's Court, subscriptions to Mr
Pearce, 29 Hurst Farm Road., changes of address, queries about
membership and general correspondence to Miss Enunens, 2 Benchfield Close.
The Chairman's address is Weir Water, Stone Hill,
Mrs Mich-ell's 50 Lancaster Drive and Mrs Rees's 25 Hurst Farm
Road. All addresses are in East Grinstead.
Permission to reproduce anything from the Bulletin must be
sought from the Editor. Unsigned contributions are the work
of the Editor or officers.
Opinions in signed articles are
not necessarily those of anyone but their authors.
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY
EDITORIAL

Probably no Bulletin has been so topical. in its contents
as this issue: special articles inspired by the opening of our
new library and the centenary of our surviving railway and reLess topical
views of several new works of local interest.
articles have perforce had to be held over for lack of space to
our next number, including a full account of E.A.Cooper's 'Pioneer' bus service and further reminiscences of Mr Brian DesFurther contributions are, nevertheless, always welmond.
come. The editor apologises for delays in producing this issue and hopes the next will appear reasonably on time.
COVER PICTURE: Whitehall Parade from the Society's second toirn
trail, reviewed on PP-15f. below.
ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA
Bulletin 34 (Spring 1983), p.5: ALFREY Ursula: for 1 79' read
1 80 1
p. 6 BLL'NI' F.S.: for 1 73' read 1 173 1
;

.

Bulletin 35 (Autumn 1983), p.7, heading: for 'Rogers' read
'Rodgers'; p.9, paragraph 2, line 9: for 'chaldlers' read
'chandlers'; p.10, paragraph 3, line 5: for 11893' read
1 1793'; p.11, paragraph 1, line 2: for 'for' read 'from'.
Bulletin 18 (Jan. 1976), p.12: COLLEOTED VIEWS
The following additions have come to light:
3A c.1908 Photographic View Album of East Grinstead
Published by J.Bradley, 9 & 11 London Road; Photographed and printed by Valentine & Sons Ltd, Dundee.
(PC)
17 photographs
This copy given to its owner August 1908
7 c.1925 The Snapshot Album of East Grinstead
'Vest Pocket Souvenir'; 12 views in sepia gravure;
(TM)
Photochrom Co. Ltd, London & Tunbridge Wells
Same pictures as item 6 with one addition (but perhaps item 6 has lost one photograph?)
GOLDEN BOOTS (Bulletins 25, p.14; 28, p.10; 29, p.8): Worthing Museum has acquired and displayed the golden boot and a
number of objects and documents from the Pulborough shop (now
closed) noted in our Bulletin 29.
QUERY: Mr J.S.Hodgkinson, 20 Spinney Close, Crawley Down, asks
when and why his ancestor Edward Stephens Hayward, Postmaster
at East Grinstead from 1875, left the town and also whether any
other of his descendants are alive today.
I SAY, I SAY, I SAY

D.Gould

In what way did the death of King Edward particularly concern East Grinstead?
Why, the royal cipher of E.R. became G.R.INSTEAD.
(The Chiel (W.H.Hills), East Grinstead Observer, 28 May 1925)
East Grinstead News in Focus for 27-28 April contained a thorough article on East Grinstead's civic coat or arms by our mew,ber Miss R.M.Willatts in its heraldic and local governmental
context. The Town Museum is investigating reproducing it as a
leaflet for sale,

19th. 1804.
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1'EOMAS WALKER, LIBRARIAN..

member who orders a book not above L,C. 18. muft take
it at half-price, if at the Auction it will not fetch more. If the flrft
price Ihould be more than if. is. he muft take it at two-thirds of the
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NO member to keep ano&avo work longer than a fortnight for
each volume, under the penalty of paying is. 6d. a week for fuch
Work, till the expiration of 8 weeks, and then to pay the original
priceasbefore.
Ill. NO member to keep a quarto work, longer than afortnight for
each volume, under the penalty of paying 2s.a week for such works till
the exjirationofs weeks, and then to . py the original price asbefore.
IV. NO member to keep t he Annals of Agriculture, a Review, or
any other work of the site of a pamphlet, longer than a week, under
the penalty of 6d. a week, till the fine amounts to the original price s
when if required, the Librarian may order another Copy.
v. MEMBERS negle&ing to return books on the Auction-Day,
muft pay their original price, with the forfeits, it any incurr'd.
VI. ANY member defirous ofrorde
a book, muft signify the
fame by a notice s in writing to the Librarian. The member who order*
will haveit fentto him flrft, it will then be circulated according to
priorityp of ap lication to the Librarian; and every member who receives abook,istoreturnit to the Librarian, And not to deliver it
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o member to keep a novel or any work under the size of an
otavo, (no matter how many volumes it may consist of,)
longer than a fortnight, under the penalty of paying Is. a week for fuch
work, till the expiration of8 weeks, and then
I including forfeits, to
pay the original price of it. Another copy may then be ordered by
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5
LIBRARIES IN EAST GRINSTEAD

R.H.Adderley and M.J.Leppard

Before local authorities provided public libraries and before comr:ercial circulating libraries reached country districts
the book club was the usual way for people outside large towns
to get a range of reading of their choice at little cost.
Each member was allowed to order books to a given amount, the
books were C4 -rcula-ted in a regular order and at the end. of 12
months each rember could. buy any book he had ordered at a given
discount, after which the remaining books were auctioned among
W.H.Hills, who exthe members and a fresh stock procured.
plains all this in his section on iccal literary and scientific
institutions, knew that such a club existed in East Grinstead
at least as far back as 1811 (i) but the rules reproduced opposite (recently presented to the Town. Museum) suggest that the
club was already well established by 1804.
Thomas Walker, the librarian, was Curate of East Grinstead
The name M.Adams was pasted over his (presumably
1789-1805.
By 1809 the
in 1805) but of him nothing seenis to be known.
club's annual ball at the Dorset Arms seems to have been the
That the club did
highlight of the town's social life (2).
not come to an end in 1841 as Hills states (3) is proved by
Thomas Cramp's mentioning its ball at the Crown in his diary on
19 October 1842 ('a scene of vanity') and 7 October 1846 (4,5).
Shortly after committing himself to teetotalism in 1837 Cramp
had surprised the Chairman, John Magens, Esq., at the club's
A.G.M. at the Dorset Arms by declining the customary glass of
wine when the books were brought in for sale after dinner, but
Mr Hastie, the Vice-Chairman, came to his rescue (6). Charles
Nairn Hastie, a local solicitor, was handsomely honoured in
1841 for having managed the club's affairs gratuitously from
1811 (s).
It seems that the circulating library established in the
back room of Henry Nicholas (3), a tailor and newsagent at the
Leeds Building Society site, must have been a commercial one
with customers a little lower down the social scale than the
book club's.
The first explicit reference to such a library,
however, is in 1872 when Mrs M.A.Lambert, a stationer in the
High Street (almost certainly 6-7-8 Middle Row) is advertised
as agent for Mudie's library (7).
Meanwhile, on 16 October 1843 Mr Henry Vincent, lecturing
at Zion Chapel on 'Education. and Temperance', had urged the
young men to found a Mechanics' Institution (8), a concept by
then 20 years old.
Two rooms at Mr Paul's (a plumber's, next
to the Swan) were accordingly hired on 9 November, a preliminary meeting was held at the Hermitage (Mr W.Pearless) on. 14 November and at a public meeting on 17 November a provisional
committee was formed and 50 members enrolled (3,5).
Subscriptions for a library began on 15 January 1844; £11 was announced before the meeting separated.
On 22 May Thomas Cramp, who
seems to have been its secretary and, with Fearless, its chief
promoter, went to London to buy books and on 11 June 'the library commenced'
(5,6).
Hills chronicles the progress and decline of this institution and its two short-lived successors (9);
our concern here
is only with their libraries - libraries which brought good
reading matter to those whose social status, limited financial
resources or religious and moral scruples kept them from the
book club or the circulating library. They were not necessarily 'mechanics' (skilled workmen), for many others below gentry
status prized these opportunities for self-improvement, but
they were almost certainly not of lower social class.
(Cf the
membership of the modern Workers' Educational Association.)

The next such body for which we have any library information, the Mechanics' Institution founded on 28 March 1853, was
clearly run for rather than by its nominal beneficiaries; the
patrons (according to its first annual report) were gentry,
Lord Colchester and Mr Magens, the president a magistrate, C.
Tooke, the treasurer a solicitor, W.Pearless, and the committee
a solicitor, A.Hastie, two clergymen, J.N.Harward and J.M.
Neale, and two doctors, J.H.Rogers and J.whyte (io).
Thomas
Cramp seems to have been secretary (6).
One notes the recurrence of names prominent in the earlier ventures; evidently
their enthusiasm for mental improvement was not easily beaten.
In the first year they recorded £87 income, 122 members, 358
volumes in the library and 15 lectures (io), by 1855 there were
150 members and nearly 1100 books (ii) and there were 700 books
when the old Court House in London Road, where it met, was destroyed by fire on 31 March 1858. The institution did not
come to an end, however, until 26 September 1861 (12).
On 10 March 1862 a successor, the East Grinstead Literary
Association-and Circulating Library, came into existence in the
rebuilt Court House with 1211 members and a good library.
It
lasted until 2 April 1869 (12, 13).
Why nothing further was then attempted until January 1881
when Mr F.Tooth and Mr C.F.W.Stannard founded the Mutual Improvement Society is hard to understand, and why it was another
year before Mr E.A.Arnold and others, realising the need. for
and desirability of a library, collected enough money to start
one, especially at a time when the town seems to have been
steadily growing and improving generally.
So as not to create
another society the two bodies amalgamated on 13 October 1882
as the East Grinstead Literary and Scientific Institute.
In
October 1888 they moved into the new Victoria Jubilee Institute
building in London Road (9), illustrated, on. the cover of our
Bulletin 32. The library was downstairs on the right, administered by William Harding the photographer, who had been chosen
from a large number of applicants as caretaker in 1887 (14) and
who was undertaking his librarian's duties until a few weeks of
his death in May 1922 aged 84 (15).
He also acted as the Institute's assistant secretary and proprietor of its public coffee bar (16). He was succeeded by Mr and Mrs W.R.Bright, who
received no salary but made a living from the shop.
The commercial circulating libraries were continuing to
provide light reading.
By 1923 the Mudie's agency had passed
to Miss E.Batstone,stationer, 10 Railway Approach (17).
When
Boots opened their shop on the opposite corner of King Street
from the Institute in 1929 it included a branch of their library, closed with all their others in 1966 owing to a slump
blamed on television, paperbacks and public libraries.
The
Chain Library at 79A London Road, a branch. of another national.
firm, operated from the 1930s to the 1950s.
Meanwhile from 1919 county councils had been empowered to
operate library services.
Fo1iozing a meeting in April 19211
between the Rev.W.E.Sealy of Fonthill School and Col.Mitchell,
secretary of the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust, the Carnegie
Trustees offered a grant to start a scheme and East Sussex
County Council adopted the Public Libraries Act. The Chamber
of Commerce, through Dr Caning and Mr Shelley Lawson of the
Midland Bank, called a public meeting in conjunction with the
Literary and Scientific Institute to consider the matter and
raise funds. As a result East Grinstead Urban. District Council became the first in the county to apply for a local library
service under the scheme. A branch was accordingly opened in
an extension to the Institute on 15 December 1926, at first
only on certain evenings, with Miss Harris as voluntary librar-

7
ian, but in 1928 Mr Bright took over these duties until the
building was demolished in 1938 and both Institute and library
Mr W.
moved to the former Cottage Hospital in Queens Road.
Branson was then appointed librarian, followed by Mr J.T.Ord in
Mrs Sherlock, Mrs Weriham, Mrs Watts, Mrs Arnold and Mrs
1948.
Until April
Dixon 'gave ungrudging help' during this period.
1948 the Institute provided the accommodation free of charge.
(18)
Such provision was, of course, limited and there were many
requests for a more comprehensive service; in 1944 the U.D.C.
set up a sub-committee to report or. improving the facilities,
This
no doubt with post-war reconstruction in mind (19).
would have required levying a differential library rate or. the
But as
town, however, which the county was reluctant to do.
soon as the law was changed the county began negotiating to buy
Southwick House, London Road, available very cheaply at £800
though not an ideal building because adapted and not quite cenAs one of 16 district libraries in places with populattral.
ions of 3,000-10,000 it was opened on 23 June 1950 by Mr J.N.
Carter of Windmill Lane, Chairman of East Sussex Education ComMr J. Roberts, Chairman of the County Library Commitmittee.
tee, presided and Miss Harris, by then 86, took out the first
The ground floor, over 3,000 square feet, held 15,000
book.
books in a lending Library, a children's library and study
(2,000 books), a reference library and a reading room, considerably above the average provision for a population of 10,000.
(Upstairs were police flats.)
Opening times were 10-7 Monday
and Friday, 10-6 other weekdays, and any East Sussex resident
(18)
over 9 could borrow books free of charge.
Miss Durham was the first salaried librarian in charge,
followed by Mrs M,Wi1son (1951-Dec.1957), Mr J.G.Still (Dec.
1957-Dec.196 1 ), Miss M.V.Mitcheli (Dec.1961-1963), Miss C.J.
Ellis(1963-67), Miss A.Lloyd (1967-July 1970) and Mr R.H.Adderley (July 1970-Dec.1983) (20).
During that time extra space
was created by internal re-arrangements, opening hours were extended, readers from other counties were allowed to join, stock
was increased to 40,000 and local centres were opened at Sunnyside, Stone Quarry Estate and Ashurst Wood. Transfer to West
Sussex in 1974 brought computerised cataloguing and issue systems and the abolition of the local library committee.
In
1983 there were over 14,000 members and the equivalent of ten
full-time staff.
During this time also the town's population doubled and
once again the inadequacy of the facilities was recognised.
In May 1982 building started in West Street (at a contract
price of £617,336), on 12 December 1983 the old library closed
and in January 1984 the new library opened with many new or improved features and extended stock and opening times (21).
REFERENCES (E.G.O. = East Grinstead Observer): (i) W.H.Hills,
The History of East Grinstead (1906), p.255.
(2) Attree's To(3)
pography of Brighton and Picture of the Roads, p.55.
Hills, p.256.
(4) Hills, p.153.
(5) T.Cramp's original diary.
(6) E..Grinstead Times, 1 July 1887, quoted in E.G.O. Dec.
1956.
(7) Hayward's E.Grinstead Almanack.
(8) Sussex Adver(9) Hills, pp.257f.
tiser, 24 Oct.1843 (T.Cramp's scrapbook).
(10) T.Cramp in E.G.O., 10 Nov.1888 (his scrapbook).
(ii)
(12) Hills, p.257.
Kelly's Directory, 1855.
(13) Kelly's
Directory, 1862.
(i/-i) First annual report (W.H.Hills scrapbook).
(15) E.G.0., 18 May 1922.
(16) Kelly's Directories,
(17)
E.Grinstead
Civic
League
& Enquiry Bureau's Di1915-22 .
(19)
E.G.O., 8 July
(18)
E.G.O.,
23
June
rectory.
1950.
(20)
Mr
D.Gould
from
local
newspapers.
(21) Publicity
1944.
Other material from personal memories.
leaflet.

NEW BOOKS ON LOCAL RAIL-WAYS

Reviewed by P.D.Wood

D.Gould, Tunbridge Wells to Three Bridges (Oakwocd Press, 1983,
£3.90)
Our member David Gould has produced another of his excellent branch line studies, this time about East Grinstead's first
Like his others, it is a
railway and its later extension.
most thorough and comprehensive job, with good photographs and
maps well above the average in detail and clarity.
Engineering and operating history is dealt with in great
detail.
There is little social history: the series does not
set out to cover this aspect, but what little Mr Gould does
provide is fascinating, particularly the account of the temperance outings, and one could wish for more.
It is unfortunate that the author was not able to consult
the papers of the East Grinstead Railway Company, at present in
private hands in the town. No important revisions would have
been necessary but extra light would have been thrown on a few
puzzles such as the dates of construction of Rowfant and Grange
Road stations and Imberhorne siding, and the papers shed much
light on personal relationships, especially with the landowners
concerned.
It is much to. be hoped that this important coi1ectiort will eventually be housed in a public archive.
Nevertheless we now have a valuable study of a railway episode of great importance to the town, though of minor significance to railways in general, and Mr Gould has again earned our
gratitude.
V.Mitchell & K.Smith, Branch Lines to East Grinstead (Middleton
Press, 1984, £5.95)
This latest addition to the endless stream of books on local railways is the work of the well-known and experienced
team, Vie Mitchell and Keith Smith, and is well up to the high
standard of their previous books.
It is a picture book rather than an historical account of
our four branch lines, full of excellently reproduced photcgraphs and strong on nostalgia.
For all that, there is a lot
of information in the extended captions, and there are some
particularly valuable reproductions from early O.S. maps.
The photographs are well chosen and cover the whole period
from opening to closure and the present day. Tickets, time
tables, advertisements and extracts from rule books are scattered through the pages, and the sharp-eyed, occasionally quirky, captions are entertaining as well as instructive.
There
is a splendid account of an inebriated Major causing consternation to the staff of the L.B.S.C.R. in 1884 which is worth the
price of the book by itself.
Altogether a good buy.
The Sussex Genealogist and Local Historian is compiling a list
of Sussex diarists which it is intended to publish as a catalogue in its own right.
Vol.5, no-3 (Dec.1983) includes details of 7 of East Grinstead interest and vol.5, no.4 (March
1984) extra details of one of them and a further 3.
The latter number reprints Mr M.J.Leppard's article 'The Oxford Movement and East Grinstead' from St Swithun's parish magazine.
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EAST
GRINSTEAD'S
RAILWAY
1884 -1284
D.Gould

1

Perhaps the most remarkable feature of East Grinstead's
railway is that, although not the first to have been built to
Elsewhere
the town, it has survived for one hundred years.
the oldest lines have tended to stay open and the more recently
built, which often took less favourable routes, have closed.
But in East Grinstead's case it was the earlier (1855) route
which was sacrificed and the more direct 1884 Uric, 30 miles
from London as opposed to 36, which is sti]] with us.
Most of the Croydon, Oxted and East Grinstead Railway was
built on the abandoned fornatior' of the earlier Surrey and Sussex Junction Railway; only from Hurst Green junction to East
Between Selsdon juncGrinstead were the works entirely new.
tion and Crowhurst junction (the site of which may be seen two
miles south of Hurst Green) the line was jointly owned and engineered by the London, Brighton and South Coast and the South
Eastern Railways; south of Crowhurst junction it was wholly
The resident engineers were George Lopes
Brighton property.
and A.Steinheauser, and Joseph. Firbank was the contractor.
In December 1881 the East Grinstead parish magazine noted
that the work was now being pushed forward as the contractor
gained possession of the remaining plots of land needed for the
The new station at East Grinstead (photograph above)
works.
was opened in August 1882 for the line to Lewes which would
make end on connection with the London lire.
The present station is on the site of the low level part of the 1882 station,
of which only the platforms and the south signal cabin remain.
The station car park and public footbridge mark the site of the
high level, built for the now defunct Three Bridges - Groombridge line, which crossed at right angles.
In May 1883 tenders were invited for the construction of
station offices, stationmasters' residences, platform roofs and
foot bridges at Lingfield arid Dorniaris.
These were most attractively built to a style also used on the later line through
Edenhridge Town, opened in 1888.
At East Grinstead a. loop line (photograph overleaf) from
St Margaret's junction, half a mile north of the ton, to the
high level station also formed part of the works and it was on
this than an accident happened or 2 October 1883.
Says the
East 2ussex News:

'On Tuesday evening a somewhat serious accident occurred
on the loop line portion of the new East Grinstead, Oxted
and Croydon line toa workmen's train of an engine and two
trucks, containing about thirty men returning to the town
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on leaving work in the afternocn.
It is thought the driver of the engine was unable to see a Company's truck
whici' stood on the line, in consequence of many of the men
being unable to sit down from the crowded state of the
truck, which was being pushed in front of the engine instead of beirg drawn.
The contractor's trucks being lover thr the one or the line, the buffers of the latter
went crashing into the end amongst the passengers, causing
severe injuries to three or four.' (1)
By February 1884 the line was ready for its Board. of Trade
inspection, without which no new railway works could be opened
for public use.
On 18 February Major-General C.S.Hutchinson
(railway inspecting officers for the Board were always recruit ed from Royal Engineers) made his first inspection, travelling
by special train from Croydon with several L.B.S.C.R. officers.
'The train arrived at East Grinstead about noon and everything
was pronounced to be in good working order.? (2)
On 26 February a further, final inspection was made by Hutchinson and
railway officers, this time travelling from Victoria to Brighton
via East Grinstead.
'Tuesday's trip by the new line occupied
nearly two hours, including stoppages at all stations, and was
safely accomplished amidst brilliant sunshine that would have
(3)
done no discredit to the month of May.?
The MajorGeneral asserted that the line had been exceedingly well finished and so there was no barrier to its being opened to the
public. The Sussex Advertiser prophesied that the lire 'will
prove an inceptive to building enterprise, as it passes through
a picturesque tract of country, while the frequent stations
along the route will act as an attraction to business men who
prefer to live as far from the City as possible, and yet be
(Li)
within comparatively easy reach of it.'
The line was opened on Monday 10 March, without any ceremony.
By the 1880s it was no longer fashionable to have the
impressive opening ceremonies of the mid-Victorian period with
music, huge parties of invited guests and the inevitable 'cold
collation'.
The 'local and temporary service of passenger
trains' was not likely to encourage a spate of tuildir.g,for
there were only four each way between London Bridge and East
Grinstead, in all cases continuing to or from Brighton
There
were also four South Eastern trains each way between London
Bridge and Oxted; from August three of these were extended to
or from Edenbridge, running over the Crowhurst spur.
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and Guide to East
In 1885 W.R.Pepper produced his His
Grin.st€ad ard its Environs and included, an itinerary of the new
line. Let us follow it as it leaves Lingfield by a southbound
train:
'We pass more hops, glide through more cuttings, and after
a short ride reach'. "Dorman's". ... The village itself is
evidently of lllOdern date and has nothing in particular
calling for notice
'Another short trip by rail brings us to the town of East
Grinstead.
There is nothing to particularise in the
journey, except that we pass over the finest iron-constructed viaduct on the line, which is scarcely noticeable
from our carriage.
The principal portion of ground over
which it passes was originally a pond - Cook's Pond., as it
was then called - though now it is cli') and the reclaimed
(In
land will probably be brought under cultivation.'
fact the pond was restored by about 1890 and still look.as lovely as ever.)
The viaduct (photograph below) is a majestic structure and
locks solid and strong; to Pepper, however, it seemed just the
opposite: 'This viaduct is so light a structure that tothe
unprofessional eye it seems utterly unfit to bear the enormous
weight of passing trains; yet, we are informed, it is one of
the safest pieces of road or the whole length of railway'.

Several hop gardens in the vicinity were to be seen, then:
'passing under a line of rails that runs between Tunbridge
Wells and Three Bridges, we enter the Low Level Station, and
here again is another marked improvement in the building of the
stations'.
F.McDermott's description of Cook's Pond viaduct, in Life
of Joseph Firbanik , (1887), was somewhat more authoritative: 'a
magnificent wrought-iron lattice girder viaduct of five spans,
each 125 feet in width, with a brick arch: of 12 feet span at
each abutment, and with an extra elliptical arch: of 30 feet
span at the southern extremity. The height of this viaduct
from the surface of the ground to rail level is 65 feet, and a
very fine view of the surroundirg country is obtained from its
parapets.'
South of Lingfield the only additional works were the laying of a 120 yard siding on the up side of the line immediately
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north of Cook's Pond viaduct for bringing in materials for the
construction of Bellaggio Estate in 1887. Later renamed Dormans Park siding it continued in use until the 1950s;
its formation is still visible.
The initial passenger service of four trains daily was not
improved until October 1885 when a train was rim each way over
the St Margaret's loop to and from East Grinstead and London.
The 10.30 a.m. Brighton to East Grinstead was extended to London Bridge, replacing the 10.22 from East Grinstead.
From
June 1886 a new 6.45 a.m. Victoria to East Grinstead and Tunbridge Wells started, plus a new 8.40 a.m. East Grinstead to
Victoria; there were now six trains each way daily. From January 1887 the 5 p.m. Victoria to Lingfield was extended to
East Grinstead and Lewes and the 5.10 p.m. Brighton to East
Grinstead was extended to Victoria. Yet another train in each
direction was put on in June 1890 and there were also seven
South Eastern trains each way between Oxted and London Bridge.
To the annoyance of the East Grinstead season. ticket holders the 5.3 p.m. from Victoria was from July 1891 shunted at
Oxted to be overtaken by the 5.26 London Bridge to Tunbridge
Wells; in consequence the 5.3 took 1+ hours to reach East
Grinstead.
This arrangement lasted till 19 2 3.
Every summer season from 1892 a fast train left Victoria
and London Bridge at 11.30 a.m. for Seaford via Oxted, East
Grinstead, Haywards Heath and Lewes, returning from Seaford at
This interesting train ran for several years, though
3,5.
from 1.901 the return train went by Redhill instead of Oxted.
Nevertheless the East Grinstead Urban District Council was
dissatisfied and in 1895 held a meeting about the poor train
service. (5)
The first up train, was too early for most businessmen but, as the second was rather too late, the first perforce had to be used.
The trains were slower, and W.V.K.Stenfling felt that a 30-mile trip ought to be done in less than 1+
hours; when the Prince of Wales came down the journey was 40
minutes. When sending his goods to London via Oxted Mr Stenfling had declined to pay for the six mile shorter distance than
via Three Bridges and the rates had been reduced. Traffic was
'ten times' what it was in 1887 but the service was 'not improved'. He suggested petitioning the South Eastern to run its
trains from Crowhurst junction to East Grinstead, though one
could hardly have seen the Brighton agreeing to that. However, over the years a gradual increase was made in the number
of trains, including some to and from Oxted with London connections.
A late train., the 10.5 p.m. from Victoria, ran on
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 1902.
For most of the railway's life there have been two main
arguments. East Grinstead's view was that the town could not
possibly prosper unless the service were iirproved; the railway's contention was there was no justification for an improved
service which could not possibly pay.
On balance, the service
was probably adequate for a town of about 7000 inhabitants.
In 1921 Oxted tunnel needed repairs and the line between
Oxted and Woldingham was closed in off-peak hours. Trains
from East Grinstead terminated at Oxted except in. the peak period and on Saturdays. Passengers had to travel via Three
Bridges i.mtii normal service was resumed on 1 December 1921.
In June 1,022 a fast train was at last put on: the 9.15 a.m.,
which, calling only at Dormans and Lingfield, reached London
Bridge in 52 minutes - the best time in 19841
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From 1923 ownership of the line was transferred from the
L.B.S.C.P. to the Southern Railway and gradually its pleasant
sage green livery replaced the umber of the former company.
Several new trains were introduced in 1925 and in September of
that year, after much correspondence, the Southern gave up its
ownership of the station end of Railway Approach, which it had
The S.P. also
badly neglected to maintain, to the U.D.C. (6)
had to pay the Council £500 for the privilege of being rid of
the responsibility for maintenance.
Nowadays, when cheap day tickets by train to any destination are taken for granted, one forgets that in the early days
such tickets were issued only by a small number of trains and
on certain days of the week. As usual, the railway argued
that there was no justification for extending their scope; the
present system is the result of a long hard-fought battle.
Return fares from London Bridge to East Grinstead in 1884 were:
Sunday
first class 10/-, second class 7/4, third. class 4/9.
By 1950,
cheap tickets were 9/-, 5/- and 3/_ respectively.
after nationalisation, cheap third class returns for 4/3 were
offered but only on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays by the
12.8 or 1.48 up trains.
There have never been any serious accidents on the line,
though derailments have occurred, blockages due to fallen trees
or landslips, and countless engine failures.
One Sunday in
September 1951 a steam pipe burst in the cab of the locomotive
working the 8.36 a..m. London Bridge to East Grinstead between
Dornians and East Grinstead. Driver Alfred Johnson was covered
with soot and scalding water but had the presence of mind to
apply the brake before jumping from the engine with his fireman. The train pulled up at Cook's Pond viaduct where it
stayed for 1-hours until an engine came to rescue it.
The
(7)
men were treated for burns at Queen Victoria Hospital.
The 1958 service of 21 up and 23 down trains was reckoned
by British Railways to be a good. one based on steam operation
Passenger bookings
for a town of about 14,000 inhabitants.
However, following a
had increased by 60% since 1953. (8)
spate of complaints about the 7.42 a.m. up and 5.38 p.m. down
trains - these services being grossly overcrowded, unpunctual
and with poorly heated stock - the management conceded that all
was not well and diesel trains were promised just as soon as
they could be built. Many of the letters of complaint that
filled the columns of the East Grinstead Observer rather exaggerated the problem and E.Pointing wrote with delicious irony:
'The unenlightened masses who have the misfortune to reside
outside East Grinstead do not regard our town as the hub of the
British Railways transport system' (17 Jan. 1958).
Even Patrick Moore (who then lived at East Grinstead) could not resist
remarking facetiously 'Going from the earth to the moon by
spaceship is, if possible, even more difficult that going from
East Grinstead to London by British Railways' (14 Feb. 1958).
But when the diesel trains were introduced they too were
found to be somewhat lacking and in July 1964 Cr David Nye remarked 'We have not yet seen an improvement in time and effici.ency with the use of diesels - we might just as well have the
steam locomotives back'.
The other point of view was expressed by A.D.Wood of Dornians Land who said he did not want
fast trains as they would bring crowds of people into the district.
'I would rather have slowish trains and continue to
live in the country.'
The St Margaret's loop was closed on 2 January 1967 and
for a time there was a threat to use the cutting as a rubbish
tip.
Fortunately this did riot come about and the wilderness
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remains. East Grinstead high level station was also closed on
the same date and fears, re-inforced by the peeling paint and
general decrepitude of the 1882 station building, were exBut in
pressed that the Oxted line would be the next to go.
The first stage
fact there were plans to renew the station.
was to erect a new footbridge between the platforms in 1970 and
block off unofficial access via the disused high level for Garden Wood Estate residents, who would now have a 30 minute walk
to the station.
In October 1970 the U.D.C. agreed to the provision of a public footbridge from the estate to the town and
station; it was completed in 197 2 .
In June 1971 B.R. submitted plans of its new station to the Council for approval.
It
was a prefabricated structure of which Cr Kenneth Ball said 'It
is a diabolical design which makes our public conveniences at
Norton House car park look like the Taj Mahal.' (9)
However,
it was approved because of fears that the opportunity of a new
station might not arise again for several years.
Demolition of the station building began on 6 November
1 971, the contract having been awarded to James Longley & Co.
of Crawley. An American, Robert Freeman, purchased several
parts of the old structure for preservation in California: 18
cast-iron pillars, 40' of carved valancing, 11 gas lamps, 8
nanieboards, and coloured glass from the fanlight over the waiting room door.
(io)
The new station, functional and unlovely - apart from the
canopy ceiling of polished cedar - was completed in July 197 2 .
It had cost £40,000. Since then there have been no major
changes; the diesel trains of 1957 and 1962 still slog on,
some fortunate peak-hour travellers still enjoy the comfort of
locomotive-hauled corridor stock, and the railway attains its
centenary with many more and quicker train services than when
it began life on 10 March 1884.
REFERENCES (E.G.o. = East Grinstead Observer): (1) E.Sussex
News, 5 Oct.l883; (2) ibid. 22 Feb.l88L1.;
(3) Horsharn Advertiser, 1 Mar.1884; (4) Sussex Advertiser, 27 Feb.188;
(5)
E.G.O., 22 June 1895; (6) ibid. 10 Sept.1925; (7) ibid. 14
Sept.1951; (8) From transcript of talk by B.R.Divisional Manager in 1958, 'The railways of East Grinstead - past, present
and future'; (9) E.G.0., 17 June 1971; (10) E.Grinstead Courier, 4 Nov.1971.
R.Penn, Portrait of Ashdown Forest (Hale, 1984, £8.95) is a
full and sympathetic survey of every aspect of the Forest and
its surroundings by an author already known for his River Medway in the same series. The effect is of tours with a companion eager to share his knowledge but never so relentlessly
as to become a bore. The grammar and the history wobble occasionally; there is no bibliography and few acknowledgements
of sources: but Mr Penn has obviously prepared for his task
very conscientiously, particularly in interviewing people and
in reading historical articles, including the most recent. The
landscape and human histories are fully surveyed, with special
attention to wildlife and ironworking, and there is due consideration of the present and future. The book complements Garth
Christian's less wide-ranging and rather more specialised Ashdown Forest of 1967.
(p.19 the first turnpike to East Grinstead was in 1717 not 1724, the inhabitants were burgesses not
burghers; p.33 an unsustainable etymology of Forest Row; p.80
misinformed pronunciation of West loathly; pp.136,141 no railway from East Grinstead to Ashurst.)
M.J.L.
Wealden Iron, 2nd series, no-3 (1983) contains information on
methods of producing incised lettering on cast iron, a matter
touched on in our Bulletin 33 (Autumn 1982), p.7.

THE SOCIETY'S SECOND TOWN TRAIL
To mark its fifteenth anniversary in
1983 this Society has produced a second
As before the text is by Mr
town trail.
P.D.Wood; the drawings are by Mrs D.YarThe trail is on
wood and Mr D.G.Joyce.
sale at the Town Museum, the parish church
and some shops, as is trail no. 1 (reviewed
Copies may be
in Bulletin 21, May 1977).
ordered by post at 35 n.p. (55 n.p. the
pair) from Mr M.J.Leppard, 20 St George's
Court, East Grinstead.

Too much traffic, one plate-glass shop window after another, a mere shopping street with streets of mean houses beTown trail no.
hind is the general impression of London Road.
Above eye-level the
2 disabuses this ill-considered concept.
street displays a fascinating variety of windows and roofs, divers bricks, hung tiles and drainpipes.
Forget the idea that
only the old is worth looking at and interesting; in the area
covered here, London Road from the High Street to the relief
road and the area to the west, there is hardly a building more
The trail's strength
than a century old yet interest abounds.
is to indicate this with a fine balanced commentary of inforEast Grinstead is not Anymation and critical appreciation.
town: it is unique, a living entity that has grown, adapted
and been renewed.
We are led through the changes and encouraged. to be critical.
The juxtaposition of Victorian and modern, harmonious and clashing, humble and pretentious, gives a
vibrant vitality to the street.
Who, whilst shopping, has
noticed the carefully finished brickwork roundels of the post
office disgorging their drainpipes or ever contemplated that
this ornate public edifice replaced an insanitary sewage-ridden
open space?
But a town is not just a collection of public buildings
and shops; it is a place where people live.
The trail brings
it to life; never again can one look with indifference. A
variety of housing is discussed.
The rows of solidly built
19th century artisans' dwellings in Queens Road and Railway Approach cannot now be dismissed for their ordinariness by the
inhabitants, nuw.crically superior, of modern peripheral housing
estates.
Such houses, built for the common man, are too easily doomed as 'ripe' for replacement by office blocks.
The
Copyhold Estate would hardly appear on a list of attractions
published by the English Tourist Board; most townsfolk have
never deviated into this excellent example of inter-war housHow much could be learnt
ing: the trail fortunately does.
from it and. applied by the architects and planners of modern
The choice of bricks harmonising with
housing developments.
the Wealden landscape, the use of space, the variety on fronts
and rooflines are in pleasing and marked contrast with some
other more recent developments on the trail's route where monotonously pierced flat facades are surmounted. by roofs whose
pitch and tiles are alien to the Sussex vernacular and even to
Britain.
The trail appropriately
As people live, so they die.
leads throngh the old cemetery disused for over half a century.
Though but a bowshot from the supermarkets, the paths through
its controlled wilderness are under-trodden and the whole secluded glen of romantic neglect is largely unknown, yet it is
such a delightful, place in which to be quiet and contemplative.
How easy it is to miss gems and never penetrate interestThe trail rectifies
ing corners during daily use of the town.
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this with its pithytext encouraging
critical observance
of carefully selected features.
The
East Grinstead Society is to be congratulated, or its
latest publication.
The greater achievement will be if
it fosters awareness, appreciation
and pride amongst
all the town's population.
Trail no.2 is
a gift: for readability, usability
and. enlightenment it compares favourably with those of many another ton.
Attractively printed iri brovn or cream paper the
provocative text is enlivened by fine line drawings and a jolly
pictorial map.
The format is the same as for trail no.1 (the
High Street), a folded sheet of tough paper which well withstands handling in use.
It costs a mere 20 n..p., but is worth
much more. Everyone in the town should have a copy: and at
this price all can afford to enjoy it.
R.M.WLLLATTS
Forest Row, vol.1, no.1 (Jan 0 1984), ed. E.C.Byford, is a very
welcome first attempt at publishing something on the history of
Forest Row which it is to be hoped will run to many issues.
Its 24 pages contain an article on Forest Row Brass Band (from
1895, its earlier history being unknown), reminiscences of Frederick Hunnisett, an abbreviated paraphrase of W.R.Pepper's
sunmiary of J 0 M 0 Neale's Gill's Lap, an article on the businesses
of Isaac Waters and H. & E. Waters, two photographs, the first
edition of the 6" O.S. map of Forest Row (which unfortunately
has not reproduced well and has accidentally been misdated by a
century) and reproductions of some old advertisements.
Sources are noted and acknowledgements made so it will be as
valuable to future researchers as it is interesting to those
(75 n.p. at Museum or, postage
who know the village today.
extra, from Mr Byford, Broadstone, Park Road, Forest Row)
Historian, vol.5, no.8 (Dec.1983) and vol.6,
The Sussex Farr..
no.1 (March 198 11) contains three short articles or. the Rev.Anthony Huggett (1585-16 117) who ministered at East Grinstead,
1608-11, also acquiring the manors of Stonrocks and Hackenden.
The latter number also contains an article by Mr M.J.Leppard on
the curious needlework memorial to members of the Alfrey family
in our paish church.
A 'Neighbourhood MapT of Horsham, East Grinstead, Haywards.
Heath and Crawley produced by the Ordnance Survey (95 n.p.) on
a scale of just over 6" to the mile serves all the purposes of
street maps (indexed) with a wealth of additional detail not
found. on commercial publications.
It is 'revised for significant changes 1983'; some less significant features are out of

date.
The Sussex Industrial Archaeology Society's Newsletter 42 (April 1984) lists three ice houses at Forest Row.

