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THE EAST GRIN STEAD SOCIETY
The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East
Grinstead and its environs. The town has a long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for the time being to the hands of our generation.
It should be our concern that such contributions as we in turn make are
worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future.
The Society arranges regular talks, discussions, films and visits. It produces a bi-annual Bulletin of articles of local interest and a more frequent
Newsletter. In 1969 it produced a report on the High Street Conservation Area
which was well received as the basis for future policy. It is also very active
in making representations to the local authorities on planning matters. With the
re-organisation of local government its importance as a watchdog has increased.
It has held six exhibitions, published a book of reminiscences, a town trail and
three sets of postcards reproducing old photographs of the town, restored the
churchyard railings, planted trees on King George's Field, presented a seat
to Sackville College and established a Town Museum in conjunction with the Town
Council.
The Society is registered as a charity. It is registered with the Civic Trust,
a member of the Sussex Federation of Amenity Societies and Local History Societies and affiliated to the Sussex Archaeological Society. A copy of its Constitution is available on request.
The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to
represent public opinion; the larger its membership the greater its influence.
The subscription is £2 a year (additional members in the same family 50 new
pence, persons in full-time education 25 new pence) to be renewed every year
on 1 January, except by those joining on or after 1 October. Subscriptions,
preferably by banker's order, should be sent to the Treasurer, Barclays Bank,
East Grinstead.
PRESIDENT

G.JOHNSON SMITH, M.P.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 1981-2
Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Hon.Treasurer
Hon. Secretary

C.E.HARTLAND, A.A.Dip., F.R.I.B.A., M.R.T.P.I.
J.H..GALEY
H.J.LILLY, A.I.B., A.C.I.S.
Miss G.V.F.EMMENS (also Programme Secretary)

B.W.DIVALL; M.J.LEPPARD, M.A. (Press Correspondent, Editor of Publications); Mrs B.MICHELL: D.T.MILLEN, B.A.; E.PEARCE; P.D.WOOD,
F.R.I.C.S.; Mrs D.YARWOOD.
All official correspondence should be sent to the appropriate officer, do Barclays Bank, East Grinstead. Subscriptions should be sent to the Treasurer,
changes of address and queries about subscriptions to the Membership Secretary, matter for the Bulletin or Newsletter and requests for publications to
Mr Leppard, all other correspondence to the Secretary.
Permission to reproduce anything from the bulletin must be sought from the
Editor. Unsigned contributions are the work of the Editor or officers. Opinions
in signed articles are not necessarily those of anyone but their authors.
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY

No.32 Spring 1982

EDITORIAL
A casual reader making first acquaintance with our Bulletin might conclude
from this number that a good deal of loving attention was being devoted to insignificant details: a purely functional building (for example) whose days were
numbered, an inevitably changing street scene of no great merit, quaint and almost chance survivals from a side-line of a long lost local industry. Superficially this is true: but beneath lie two valuable qualities which the East Grinstead Society exists to foster. One is a real care for the place where one lives,
that does not take for granted the ordinary, everyday, necessary A
c oncomitants of
its life. The second is an eye to perceive what others pass by without noticing or
thinking about. The more these qualities can be developed by ma-e people the
more our town (and every other) will be and will continue to be a place worth
living in because people care about it as more to them than just the place where
they happen for the time being to be living or working.
COVER PICTURE: See the article on pp. 8-11, especially the last paragraph of p.10.
NEXT BULLETIN: Bulletin 33, to appear in the autumn, will, we hope, include
among other things some reminiscences of the local musical scene supplementing
the town bands article in this issue and an account of the late Mr Margary' s
collection of local view cards. Further contributions will be very welcome: to
Mr M.J.Leppard, please, by 23 July.
BULLETIN 31 (Autumn 1981):
PUZZLE: The correct answer was 'Because it contains so many 'Pains' (see
Bulletin 4 (Sept.1970), p.15). Once again no answers were received and so we
reluctantly conclude that such puzzles are not popular and therefore not worth
continuing.
CORRIGENDA: p.15 We apologise for the loss of a whole line of the original
text, making a meaningless last sentence to the first paragraph. It should have
read: 'Few Sessions Rolls for Elizabethan or Jacobean Sussex survive, the earliest for 1594, so any new information for those reigns is valuable. Unfortunately Professor Cockburn's companion volume for the reign of James I (1977) contains hardly any reference to Quarter Sessions at all.' In the last sentence of
paragraph three 'nearless' is a misprint for 'nearness'.
BULLETIN 29 (Autumn 1980):
CORRIGENDA: p.3 'Further Information' , line 9: for pp.54ff. read pp. 51-53.
p.lO, line 9: 'baptisms' should be 'burials'.
NEW PUBLICATIONS
SUSSEX BIBLIOGRAPHY 1980 has just appeared and will be as useful as its predecessors (East Sussex libraries £1, by post £1.20).
ASHDOWN FOREST: An attractively produced and illustrated full-colour map and
guide can be wholeheartedly recommended (Axiom publishing £1, in local bookshops).
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THE FOWLE FAMILY
OFCLOCKMAKERS
by M.J.Leppard
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In 1769 Thomas Fowle, clocksmith of Uckfield, settled in East Grinstead
(1) and established a family business that lasted into living memory. He was
born into an established clockmaking family (2) at Uckfield 2 Nov. 1746, married Ann Osborn at East Grinstead in 1771 and died here 2 Oct.1808. He was also a silversmith (3), selling buckles, spoons and rings as well as watches and
clocks (4).
The business passed to his elder sonk, 1772-1844, occupying by 1839 (5),
and probably long before, the shop in Middle Row (our no. 10) where it remained to the end. He was responsible for commissioning the church clock in 1813
(6) and was appointed its keeper (7), a task believed to have passed to his
successors. His younger brother Thomas, 1776-1807, may be identical
(suggests Mr E.J.Tyler) with one of this name who worked in Hastings in the
early 19th century.
The business next passed to John Fowle, 1818-1874, the second son of
Richard's second marriage. Some of his repair cards survive in an old watch
at the Priest House Museum, West Hoathly. The 1851 census records his employing two men. His advertisement of 1871 (8) is reproduced above.
From him the business passed, still under his name, to John William
Fowle, apparently his son. An 1885 advertisement with detailed prices was reproduced in our Bulletin 10 (Sept.1972), p.8. The business seems to have
closed at about the start of the first world war; it is not listed in Dixon's 1916
Almanack and Directory and in Cullen's 1928 Directory John W.Fowle is a private resident in Portland Road. Some of his descendants still live in the town.
It has not yet proved possible to fit into the genealogy Michael Fowle of
East Grinstead, one of whose clocks was sold in our auction room in April 1978.
Additional complications are the clock by Thomas Fowle of East Grinstead dated
1737, recorded by Steer (9), and a long case clock by Thomas Fowle apparently
too early for a man whose career began in 1769 (10).
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: 1 am grateful to Mr E.J.Tyler for several genealogical,
census and other particulars; other genealogical details I have derived from our
parish registers, monumental inscriptions and magazines.
REFERENCES: (1) Settlement acknowledgement, Sussex Family Historian, vol.3,
no.4 (March 1978), p.109. (2) e.g. Sussex Record Society, vol.28 (1922),p.71.
(3) Universal British Directory. (4) Palmer's Directory. (5) Robson's
Directory. (6) Parish Magazine, July 1891. (7) Church Rebuilding Order Book
(W-Sussex Record Office PAR 348/4/3). (8) Tully's Almanack. (9) Bulletin
10 (Sept.1972), p.9. (10) E.J.Tyler, citing Cezinsky and Webster, English
Domestic Clocks, p.105.
ADDITIONAL NOTE: This article corrects and supplements information on the
Fowles already published in Bulletins 10, pp-8f.; 11, p.14; 13, p.4. As always,
any further information that readers can supply will be gratefully received,
whether on the Fowles or on other local clockmakers.
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IRON SLABS IN ST SWITHUN 'S CHURCH, EAST GRINSTEAD
Miss R.M.Wjllatts
As the mother church of a large part of Ashdown Forest it is fitting that
St Swithun's, East Grinstead, should preserve a number of relics of the iron
industry of the Weald in the form of cast-iron firebacks and graveslabs. There
are four slabs and part of a Jacobean fireback, none in its original place. That
they endure, despite the destruction of the church in 1785 and other vicissitudes,
is creditable.
The technique of casting iron was first practised in England at Newbridge
on Ashdown Forest about 1497 and for the next two centuries was used extensively for casting naval guns. By the 1540s a profitable sideline in firebacks
had been introduced, of which many examples may be seen in Hastings Museum
and Anne of Cleeves House, Lewes. From firebacks to graveslabs was a small
step and, indeed, the two have been interchangeable, as the St Swithun's examples show.
The 58" x 24" slab to 'Anne Barcley sometyme wyfe vnto Henry Barcley
doctor of lawe' is dated 1570 and now lies before the chancel screen. It is the
oldest dated iron graveslab in England, although the serene nameless large slab
at Rotherfield is probably older and the one at Burwash to Jhone Colins is probably about 1536. It has its lcnger axis sideways, like the early firebacks, instead of the more conventional tomb shape. Two diagonal lines across its whole
width between the three lines of lettering are its only decoration.
The second slab is to 'Francis Haselden late wyfe vnto John Haselden
dafter vnto Hvmfry (C)ovrt ... 1616'. This narrow longitudinal slab (18" x 53")
lies now near the lectern. It has had its lower corners sawn off, thus making
it in the shape of many early firebacks. The centre of the slab shows heat distortion.
Both these slabs have typical relief lettering formed by pressing letters
into the sand of the casting moulds. Anne Barcley's is in sans serif letters 2"
high with many letters cojoined whereas Francis Haselden's letters have serifs
and are li-" high. (For their history see the additional notes below.)
On the west wall of the north aisle is part of a fireback with the royal coat
of arms and the letter I for James. Below is an example of an early 18th century type of graveslab similar to ones at Hartfield (1702) and West Hoathly (17-4).
Each is plain, measures 21" x 59" and has its inscription incised. More elaborate incised lettering occurs in three other slabs, at Mayfield (1708) and
Chiddingstone (two, 1714). The East Grinstead example is to Thomas Wickersham
who died in 1713 aged 78. (For its history see the additional notes below.)
The most interesting slab (29" x 48") is on the north wall of the church,
a fireback made in the form of a graveslab dated 1591, found in an old house,
Hurst-an-Clays, and 'returned' to the church (whence it had never come) because of its sepulchral nature. It is to Ane Forstr, daughter of Thomas
Gaynesford of Crowhurst in Surrey, only 6 miles north of East Grinstead.
This slab has a large inscription bloc', 25*" x 16k", formed from the imprint in the sand-casting mould of a single carved wooden block, not from individual letters, the shape of each example of T and S being slightly different.
The top left hand corner of the block shows that the pattern shifted in the sand

N.
mould as each letter has a double registration. The lower part of the slab
is much distorted by heat, revealing its use as a fireback. The "ack of a
moulding on the lower edge when the other three sides have a rope moulding
as on many early firebacks indicated that it was always intended to be a fireback.
Moulding decoration on graveslabs is on all four sides. Besides the
inscription there is a decoration of vines on fillets. The wavy vine, repeating
every 4", is found in different arrangements on other 'Anne Forster' firebacks
(at Anne of Cleves (3), Ardingly church (also 'returned' after its discovery in
an old house), and still in situ in the Old Six Bells at Billingshurst) besides on
other firebacks. All these have rope mouldings on three edges. Rope moulclings, though common on contemporary firebacks, do not occur on any Wealden graveslab except that to Anne Forster. The vine motif is thought to have
been introduced into Sussex from her homeland by Anne of Cleves; it is found
only there and in Sussex. A tomb inscription on a domestic article may appear
odd today but when most people were illiterate that was irrelevant. The inscription was mere decoration. After effort taken to carve the large inscription it was expedient if it could be used several times.
Besides these six extant firebacks others are known to have existed.
The original iron graveslab to Anne Forster is in the chancel at Crowhurst,
part under the altar. It has rope moulding on all four sides as well as a
different vine motif. A crude attempt has been made to depict Anne. She is
shown in her shroud or winding sheet but looks like a hank of wool. Of her
seven children shown kneeling within two shields only four are apparent. No
attempt was made to reproduce these unsuccessful effigial representations on
the subsequent firebacks.
Thus St Swithun's has an iron graveslab (1713), a graveslab adapted to
use as a fireback (1616), one once used as a doorstep (1570), a fireback cast
to look like a graveslab (1591) and part of a fireback. We should be grateful
that they have survived, have been returned and are preserved for us to see,
not lost as many were during 19th century church 'restorations'.
Other examples of wealden iron graveslabs may be seen in the churches
at West Hoathly, Mayfield, Wadhurst, Frant, Cowden, Salehurst and Streat,
amongst others.
Unfortunately iron graveslabs are very difficult to photograph but a
rubbing of the vine motif on the fillets of our Ane Forstr fireback is reproduced below.
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IRON SLABS IN ST SWITHUN'S, ADDITIONAL NOTES

by M.J.Leppard

Thanks to old parish magazines and pre-war church guide books it is
possible to add some details of the history of the slabs discussed by Miss
Wiflatts in her article.
Francis Haselden's was recorded, in the south aisle, by Sir William
Burrell before the fall of the tower in 1785. In 1908, however, it was discovered in use as a hearthstone after the vicarage fire and replaced in the church the
same year. The parish registers record Francis Haselden's burial, 26 August
1616, and details of many other members of her family. Their home, Haly on
the slab (often misread as 'Hal ye'), is now known as Hurley Farm, 2 miles
south west of the town.
Anne Barcley' s is not recorded by Burrell and unfortunately the surviving
registers of burials do not start until 1575. It is first mentioned in the October
1875 parish magazine when the vicar appealed (apparently in vain) for information about the person named on it. It was put in the church in 1881 at the care
and expense of W.V.K.Stenning (as an adjoining stone informs us), having been
discovered 'a few years since' (presumably in 1875) 'in a garden near this
church'. In reality, the guides add, it had served, upside-down, as the scullery
doorstep at the vicarage. Nothing has yet been discovered about Anne Barcley
and no-one of her name is known in the town so there must be some doubt
whether she was buried here at all.
Thomas Wickers ham 's was unearthed from 18" down in the churchyard
on 18 November 1931. No doubt it was intended to stand in the churchyard,
hence the lack of mention by Burrell. This Thomas Wickersham seems from
various references to have been a fairly substantial person, one of the earliest
of a number of Wickershams in the parish. He served as churchwarden 1683-86
and was buried 15 May 1714 (sic). The error in the year on the slab may perhaps best be accounted for by its having been made some time later than his
death.
Nothing has yet been discovered about the Jacobean fireback.
LOCAL REFERENCES IN SUSSEX ARCHAEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS (cont'd)
vol.57 (1915) pp.163ff. Lavertye, Brambletye, etc. and early local landholders
pp.1781. 13th century mills at Lavertye
vol.58 (1916) p.171 Early local landholders
vol.59 (1917) p.131 Anne Forster graveslabs (cf. pp. 5-7 of this Bulletin)
vol.60 (1918)
vol.61 (1919) p.115 Curate of East Grinstead, 1563
vol.62 ( 19 20) p.75 Atte Solere of E. G. party to dispute, 1307.
pp.175,181,183 Austin and Pearless families of E.G. and manor of
Cowfold
P.205 Alard (possibly same as early Rector of E.G.),c.1198.
vol.63 (1921) pp.129,133,143 Bull family of E.G.
p.217 Obituary of J.C.Stenning of E.G.
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LEFT:
plate 1
for article opposite

BEDLAMS BANK
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This is not another name for one of our well-known clearing banks, however appropriate it may seem. It is an old name for the site of the Whitehall
and it has had a long and turbulent history.
In 1564 the site was partially occupied by three cottages, no doubt timberframed and similar to many which survive today. They were then occupied by
Richard Homewood, William Assheton and Thomas a Kente, at a total annual rent
of 7d. No trace of them remains and we have no pictures.
In 1747, when we first hear of the name Bedlams Bank, the site was owned
by the landowner Sir Thomas Webster, who leased it to the parish in that year for
the erection of a workhouse. This is the building in plate 1, c.1841 (opposite,
below), just to the right of the church tower. It was a large building and needed to be, for the next 100 years were to see pauperism at levels never known before or since. In 1861, when the worst was over, it was closed and its inmates
removed to what became St Leonard's. There were 47 of them, plus the master
and his family. Today we have no special accommodation for paupers, for the
first time in some 250 years.
The paupers were second class citizens. They were forced to work; in
1832 eight young persons who refused to work were delivered to the magistrates
and sent to the house of correction. They were 'not to go into the Town without
leave from the Governors'. At least they were no longer whipped at the cart's
tail.
To the left of the workhouse in plate 1 is a row of three cottages, the Rock
Gardens, apparently built in the late 18th or early 19th century. On the map of
1841 opposite the workhouse site is numbered 2a and the cottages la. The area
is edged with a heavy black line.
When the paupers had moved down Railway Approach (then Glen Vue Road)
the vestry innocently sold the freehold of the workhouse site, unaware that it was
only a leaseholder of the Webster family. A famous lawsuit followed, briefly
reported in Hills' History of East Grinstead (pp. 230-2), in which the vestry was
victorious. The result was greeted with the usual celebrations, the town band
played, effigies were burnt and a good time was had by all, except of course the
paupers, incarcerated in St Leonard's. The site was eventually bought by a Mr
Pink who shortly erected on it a carpet warehouse and shop, seen in plate 2, c.
1866 (below).

RIGHT:
plate 2

Aw

In 1883 the warehouse was
bought by George Bridgeland who
converted and enlarged it to form
the Grosvenor Hall (plate 3, right,
c.1910). It was opened on 11 February 1884 and was subsequently
used for most of the purposes of a
public hall, including a roller skating rink. Some older inhabitants
may still remember the roll and
rumble of the skaters on a Saturday
afternoon.
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In 1910 the hail was
acquired by Letheby and Christopher, the Ascot caterers, and became the Whitehall Theatre and Restaurant. Very shortly afterwards a cinema was installed.
One of their promotional booklets, undated but probably c.1910, gives a long description and several photographs, one of which was reproduced in this Society's
book of Reminiscences. At this time election results were announced from the
adjoining cottage
gardens and
plate 4 (left)
shows one
such occasion,
1910.
By the early
1920s it had
become just
The Whitehall,
much as we
remember it
in the prewar years
(plate 5, below,
1934), up to
1936. In that
year Letheby and Christopher, having built the Radio Centre cinema, proceeded to
acquire the Rock Garden Cottages and to rebuild the Whitehall completely.
F.Edward Jones designed both this and the Radio Centre. It comprised a large
restaurant, three shops, a ballroom, a reception room and the cinema.

This period
is illustrated in
our cover picture
Very
(1936).
shortly afterwards
the old Literary and
Scientific Institute
was demolished
and replaced by
the corner shop,
now Mcliroys.
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Plate 6 (left,
1914) illustrates the
darkest day in the
town's history. At
5 o'clock on 9 July a
German bomber dropped
its bombs on the town
and machine-gunned
the streets. One bomb
hit the Whitehall cinema
P and entirely destroyed
it. It was crowded,
with many children in
the audience; 108
•
people died and 235
were injured The
handsome Victorian
shops just up the hill
I
were also destroyed.
Almost exactly a year later, on 12 July 1944, a flying bomb was attacked by
a fighter at 7.30 in the morning and fell on the ruined site. Few people
were about and mercifully only three were killed and 48 injured but there
was now a clean sweep from Rices Hill to the Whitehall (plate 7,below,1946).

By 1952 the long, slightly curving, parade of shops was completed
which now fills the gap. While it is not some of the world's great architecture, the care with which it was built and the unity which it imposes on
the London Road, deserve our approval. Its slightly stodgy neo-Georgian
style sets off the Whitehall's Art Deco facade and the two sit amicably side
by side, contemplating the chaotic array of elevations on the opposite side
of the road. Whatever we may think of the street, it is recognisably East
Grinstead and not anywhere else, and that, today, is something to be thankful for.
TOWN BANDS ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: Printed annual accounts, programmes,
etc.; photographs; references in early parish magazines directories,
guides and newspaper cuttings; memories of Mr C.E.K.Nutt; W.Albery,
'Old Sussex Amateur Bands' in Sussex County Magazine, vol.18 (1944),
pp. 3191.; W.H.Hills, The History of East Grinstead (1906), pp. 70 , 171 , 232 .
Further information of any kind from readers will be very welcome, especially any indication of the whereabouts of the minute books.

EAST GRINSTEAD'S
TOWN BANDS
by M . J. Leppard

1
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EAST 91-911631MAD L'T Razz
CONSISTING Or, 20 INSTRUMENTALISTS,
Are prepared to accept Engageisnsa every description where
their services may be required, in TSe or small numbers.
BANDMASTER: H. POCOCK.

SEORTA.a: MR. F. COOPER,.

To whom all Applications are requested to be made.

In connection with the temporary exhibition at the Museum throughout
April, May and June this article is an attempt (the first ever) to sketch what
has so far been gathered on the history of our town bands. (Acknowledgements p.11).
The local volunteers formed in 1860 to counter a possible invasion by
Napoleon III soon set up a band, under their officers but also undertaking the
usual civilian band engagements. in 1875, when the bandmaster was a Mr
Snelling, they played 'See the conquering hero comes' as Mr Tooth, the
victor in a contest for churchwarden, was drawn through the streets in triumph.
In 1880 a new, independent Town Band was brought forth, as advertised
above (1885). It gave occasional evening concerts, presumably in the High
Street. The Rifle Volunteer Corps reformed its drum and fife band in 1883.
In about 1890 the tow amalgamated as the East Grinstead Volunteer
and Town Band. Mr G .E.Turner, who had just retired as bandmaster of the
Second Manchester Regiment, was appointed bqndmaster in 1895 in succession
to Mr Grainger at a salary of £55. In that year Saturday evening performances totalled 32 and raised £19/14/5-d, a large increase on 1894. In 1896
29 of them brought in £22/4/8d. Its prospectus for that year offered a band
of twelve performers and upwards at the shortest notice for garden parties,
tennis tournaments, cricket matches, flower shows, etc. At this time its
president was Dr C .H.Gatty of Felbridge who in 1887 had withdrawn from that
post with the Town Band over its role in celebrating the result of the Workhouse case (p.9, above). The Museum has a photograph of the band with
Dr Gatty (who died in 1903) at his home and also the piano score of the Felbridge March dedicated to him by Edward Hunt, a local music teacher.
I

'The scene on a Saturday evening', says our 1909 guide, when the welltrained Volunteer and Town Bank is discoursing sweet music in the High
Street, and the thoroughfares are crowded with visitors from surrounding
villages, is one of great animation.' By then the band was winning many
prizes in championships and some contests were held in the town. In 1916,
when the war had put paid to almost all the men's games clubs, the band
continued, with Mr Charles Baker as temporary master, now styled the East
Grinstead Volunteer and Prize Town Band. In recognition of the merger of
the Volunteers in the Territorial Army it soon changed again to the East Grinstead Military and Town Band.
Mr T.A.Adams of the Three Crowns was the salaried bandmaster
until 1927 when Mr Baker took over, succeeded in 1933 by Mr Ken Nutt who
had been secretary, succeeding in that post Mr A.E.Taylor who had served
from at least 1895 to 1927 and in turn succeeded by Mr Charles Vickery.
When its members were dispersed by the war the band was suspended.
In c.1950 a fresh start was made, under Mr A.W.Bryant and then Mr
Hollands. The band was finally wound up in 1959.
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GARLAND
ROAD BUS
GARAGE
by D.Gould

(LEFT:
preserved
bus RT 4497
outside the
garage, 26
May 1981)
With the closure of East Grinstead's last remaining bus garage on 31
December 1981 a long era of locally provided bus services comes to an end.
The purpose of this article is not to detail those many different services
but rather to consider the garage itself as a structure which has been a familiar part of the East Grinstead scene for over 55 years.
Before the garage was built, the site in Garland Road was a market
garden known as Beck's Gardens. East Surrey Traction Company, who
wished to erect a bus garage in East Grinstead, considered sites in Felbridge and London Road before finally deciding to purchase land in Garland
Road. in January 1925 Mr Beck asked £450 for a plot of land 80' x 37' but
it seems likely that East Surrey paid rather less than that. What is clear,
however, is that East Surrey bought the land, constructed the garage and
paid for its cost all out of its own pocket. Most other East Surrey garages
were jointly paid for by the London General Omnibus Company, with which
East Surrey was closely associated, but East Grinstead was outside the
joint operating area.
Shortly before the opening a petrol tank exploded. This incident is
remembered by retired local busmen to this day.
As opened on 1 October 1925 the structure was quite small. It
accommodated eight vehicles and replaced the stabling facilities at the
Crown which had been in use since 3 June 1922 for the out-stationing of
five buses. The original brick-built structure later became the central
portion when the garage took on its final form.
Soon the accommodation became inadequate, extra vehicles being
required for the ever expanding services, and in April 1927 plans for extension were completed, the work being carried out in the months that followed.
Offices, an inspection pit and underground petrol tanks were provided and
four additional buses could now be housed. It is believed that the new bay
was the present left-hand one with its typical East Surrey weatherboarded
gable.
A third section, presumably the right-hand portion, also with a
weatherboarded gable, was begun in Spring 1931 and completed during the
summer. The office buildings were enlarged and a second inspection pit
was added. At some stage the entry to the original central portion was
bricked in and windows added. Henceforth entry to the garage was only

through the left-hand and right-hand gabled sections and it required
tricky manoeuvring of buses to stack them in the central part.
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The next development was to raise the roof of the left-hand bay in
order to accommodate covered-top double-deck buses. Lifting jacks were
used, with a stop watch and hand signalling so that no damage should occur.
Clearly it was an extremely delicate operation. The right-hand bay was
not altered and right until the end there remained notices warning ' covered
top buses must not enter here' just as though there were still open top
buses in circulation. in practice the right-hand bay was restricted to
single-deck buses while the middle and left-hand sections could take
double-deck vehicles.
Ownership of the garage passed to London General Country Services
in January 1932 and to London Transport from 1 July 1933. London Country
Bus Services Ltd took over on 1 January 1970 and soon, as part of its policy,
erected screens to enclose the maintenance area so that the men could
work in greater comfort. Other changes, apart from the appearance of
new signs, were the erection at the back of the garage of a new billiards
room and a canteen which even included a television set.
Capacity of the garage in later years, with much larger vehicles in
use, was about 18 buses: five stacked in the right-hand bay, five in the
centre and eight in the left-hand part (including four in the maintenance
area). As the total allocation was around 22 or 23 this explains why there
were usually four or five buses to be seen standing in the road outside on a
Sunday when no services were operated.
Garage offices were ranged along the right-hand wall and included a
duty-roster room, paying-in office and enquiry office for the attention of
which members of the public were enjoined to press a button. Engineers'
store rooms were located at the back of the garage, and outside there were
a fuel pump, oil store and tyre storeshed. A noteworthy feature of the
Park Road elevation was the brickwork over each corner window with the
courses laid vertically, a most unusual feature. Garland Road bus garage
may not have been the most elegant building in East Grinstead but it certainly
had character.
(This survey has been compiled chiefly from references in 'Bell Street' (i.e.
R.J.Durrant, J.T.King and G. J. Robbins) , East Surrey (1974), conversations with retired busmen, including George Creasey, who kindly showed
me round the garage shortly before its closure, and personal observations.)
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Back numbers of most Bulletins are available at prices ranging from 10 to 30
n.p. depending on scarcity, postage extra. For out-of-print numbers names
can be put on a waiting list. They may be ordered at the Museum, at the
Society's meetings or (by post) from the Editor, do Barclays Bank, East
Grinstead. A set of back numbers can be seen at the public library and most
issues also at the Museum. There are similar arrangements for seeing and
ordering the Society's other publications, all of which are on sale at the
Museum so long as they are in print.
Unwanted back numbers of the Society's Bulletins and Newsletters are always
welcomed for resale (even damaged or defective ones, for they can be cannibalised').

