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THE EAST G

INSTEAD SOC IETY

The Society was founded in April 1968 to protect and improve the
amenities of East Grinstead and its environs.
The town has 'a long
history and a unique architectural heritage, and represents a trust
placed for the time being in the hands of our generation.
It should
be our concern to ensure that such contributions as we in our turn
make are worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future.
The strength of such a society lies in the extent to which it can be
seen to represent public opinion: the larger its membership the
greater its influence will be.
The Society arranges regular meetings for talks, discussions and
films and produces a Bulletin of its news and articles of local interest three times a year.
In May 1969 it produced a special report
on the High Street conservation area which has been well received as
the basis for formulating future policy.
It has also been very act
lye in making representations to the local authorities on planning
matters, influencing, for example, the treatment of the site in front
of Sackville College
MEMBERSHIP
The subscription is 10 shillings a year (additional members in
the same family 5 shillings) to be renewed on 1 January every year,
except by those joining at or after the A.G.M. in the previous year.
If subscriptions have not been received by 31 January reminders will
be sent.
If they have still not been received by 28 February a
final reminder will be sent in May instead of the Bulletin.
If
there is still no response membership will be cancelled.
Subscriptions should be sent to the Treasurer, Barclays Bank, East GrinsteadA copy of the Society's constitution is available on request.
PRESIDENT

Mr I.D.MARGARY, M.A.,F.S.A.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Mr P.D.WOOD, 29 High Street, East Grinstead.
Chairman
Vice-Chairman Mr B.C.THOMPSON, Nenthorne East, Ashurst Wood.
Mr B.CASTLETON, Barclays Bank, East Grinstead.
Treasurer
Mr
& Mrs S.W.RUDEL, Peredur Home School, E.Grinstead.
Secretaries
Councillor E.RUSHMAN; Mrs M.L.DEMPSTER; Mrs W.INGWERSEN; Mr S.F.
KNOWLES, B.A.; Mr M.J.LEPPARD, M.A.; Mr S.PAGE Mr K.PETERS; Mr S.
THAIR
PUBLICATIONS
Matter for the Bulletin should be sent to Mr M.J.Leppard, 150A,
London Road, East Grinstead, the hon. editor.
Unsigned contributions are the joint work of the editor and officers.
Opinions expressed in signed articles are not necessarily
those of anyone but their authors.
Back numbers of the Bulletins and Report on the High Street may
be obtained from the editor (address above), as available, one shilling
each plus postage.
Unwanted copies may be sent to him for re-sale.
CORRESPONDENCE
Applications for membership, subscriptions and notice of change
of address should be sent to the Treasurer.
Suggestions for the
Society's activities and all other correspondence should be sent to
the Secretaries (address above), from whom may be obtained details of
the Society's current programme and a brochure describing its objects
and containing an application form for membership especially suitable
for passing on to friends.
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EDITORIAL
As a. result of the appeal in our last issue for reactions, of
which we print a selection (p.1 + ) as far as space permits, we acknowledge with thanks several suggestions (which the Committee has considered) and make some changes in the Bulletin; for it appears that members do not like cutting it up, nor (rather surprisingly) pictures of
old East Grinstead or competitions. No comments were received on Mr
Page's article on the shopping precinct, though it aroused much interest at the Council's exhibition in October, but other points in our
The Readers' Page could provide valulast issue have been taken up.
able continuity from one issue to another, if members will keep writing. We thank the Rev.N.E.Jones for facilitating the article on Moat
Church and those who sent material we have no room for this time.
OUR NEXT ISSUE (May) will include reminiscences of the Fairs in the
High Street and an article on the local studies undertaken nowadays in
our schools, with hints on how we (individually or as a body) could
Conhelp their young people understand and appreciate their town.
tributions should please be in the Editor's hands by 2 April.
MEET INGS
'the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, Thursday 1 October, the Chairman stated
Mr P.Bareham,
that he wished to resign that office in October 1971.
a landscape architect and part-time lecturer at Brighton College of
Art, showed slides illustrating 'The Urban Landscape'.
An OPEN MEETING on Wednesday 1+ November was held jointly with the Soil
Mrs Angus
Association, who put on an exhibiticn 'One Square Mile'.
Maude of the Council for the Protection of Rural England showed slides
of north Oxfordshire and its 'development' and in well-informed, hardhitting dialogue with questioners showed up many of the paradoxes of
all our attitudes to progress, planning and conservation.
A film T he
River Must Live gave a superficial view of water pollution problems
Over 160 attended, keeping discussion going till
and their solution.
well after 10 p.m.
A collection raised £20 for expenses and a donation to the C..P.R.EO, which has no Sussex Branch.
(The Editor apologises for not describing this as a Society meeting in our last issue,
a stupid misunderstanding on his part.)
The CO MM ITTEE met on 3 September and 12 November to consider members'
Mr Leppard was
:ggestions and subjects mentioned in these pages.
asked to investigate further the possibility of Society publications,
possibly printing reminiscences of East Grinstéad before 1911+ (mostly
from our Bulletins) with contemporary illustrations.
The great difficulty must always be cost.
Members' ideas would be welcome.
FOLLOWING THINGS UP. Books recommended by Mr Bareham: G.Cullen Townscap; R.Worskett The Character of Towns; J.Brookes Room Outside; B.
Addresses: C.P.R.E., 1+
Colvin Land and Landscape (re-issue 1970).
Hobart Place, London S.W.1; S.A., Walnut Tree Manor, Haughley, Stowmarket, Suffolk.
MEMBERSHIP
In our last issue 160, the Treasurer's count of paid-up members,
was altered after printing to the number on the Secretaries' lists,
235. This discrepancy led the Committee to define lapsed membership
(see p.2) and shows the importance of keeping subscriptions up-to-date
Subscriptions for 1971 should
if we are to be as strong as wished.
have been paid on 1 January (unless you joined on or after 1 October
If those still due reach the Treasurer (Barclays Bank) by 31
1970).
January unnecessary postage will be avoided.
At the end of 1970 membership was about 210 paid-up members.
PLANN ING
CHURCH HALL, BUS SHELTERS, GATWICK: see p 6.
INNER RELIEF ROAD: see p.10.
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READERS' PAGE
1. As a member I certainly have been stimulated to think more about
D.B.F.
the town.
2. I think the Society should keep itself in the public eye by "feedC.J.E.
ing" the local press more with its views.
(Good idead, but who will take on the task? ED.)
3. Mooching round the churchyard I thought there was not much wrong
To complete a reasonable seclusion it might be well
with the trees.
to plant a screen against the vicarage and perhaps continue the row of
The
pollard limes behind the gunsrriiths and along to the west corner.
hacks of the shops are not sordid. A higher screen is not needed by
Church Lane: the road is sunk and the buildings are pleasant enough.
The tarmac was laid thinly on top of the old paving bricks and is now
wearing through. Perhaps one day (our) agitation might get it reThe "lych-gate" will last for centuries unless someone blows
moved.
The Berlin Wall is already weathering down a bit but the init up.
scrition panel will only go into green streaks.
Let us scream
against any more municipalisation and try to save the stones laid flat
Because a mar) h€Jped build St. Margaret's why should
around Neale.
his handsome memorial pave a footway to J.M.Neale (who would have conIf it be asked 'Who cares?' many will andemned such uses himself)?
swer, the godless included, that they pass that way for a little
R.H.W. -'
The dead are quieter company than most.
peace.
I think the Society should gather reminiscences anecdotes, etc.
from members with a view to producing a booklet.
cf.p.3)
A.S.

Lf.

5. It would be a great loss if members, exasperatedby some inaudibility, were to let Mr Bareham's admiraole talk (1 Oct.) slip from their
It is said that an artist iiust learn to see before he learns
minds.
So, before he can form an opinion, must a Society member
to paint.
be trained in eye and mind: here was an excellent education.
Anon.
6. Could some knowledgeable person work out a talk on the people behind the local names of roads, districts, etc?
G.M.S.
7. Here are two of Old Payne's sayings to his wife:
This blessed morn is Christmas Eve.'
'Arise, Tamar.1 arise.
'Fire, Tamar'.
Fire'
'Where?' says she, jumping out of bed.
'In everybody's home but ours.'
R.W.C.

'BOW BELLS' MILESTONES
The Bow Bells milestone in the High Street near the Open Hearth
Cafe was entirely bogus.
It suddenly appeared a few years ago and it
was I who drew the attention of the Clerk to the U.D.C. to it and he
got the person responsible to remove it.
It was only made of plaster
or cement suitably painted on the wall of the shop.
The duplicated Mile 35 near Wych Cross is genuine and we know the
reason for it. When the turnpike road was altered, somewhere about
1800, to ease the hills for the coaching traffic, It lengthened the
road by about half a mile.
The milestones from Godstone southwards
were therefore moved northward until Ashdown Forest was reached when
they seem to have tired of this after Mile 34 and inserted an odd 35
of a different design (a shell) just north of Wych Cross, leaving the
rest unchanged.
Gardner, Yeakell and Gream's map of Sussex, 1795,
shows the old positions.
I.D .MARGARY
Why and when were the iron milestones called "Bow Bells"? The
decorative little mouldings have no resniblance to bells.
I feel
sure that the Church of St Mary le Bow was never used as a measuring
point from London.
I suggest this is a nickname, started by some ignorant person, and it might be as well to correct it, picturesque as
it may sound.
C .H.WEBSTEF(

5.

OLD HOLLYBLTSH FARM (5 & 6 Standen Cottages)
by R.H.Wood
Curiosity aroused during the Society's visit to Standen in June
In the complex of domestic buildings is emprovided a small sequel.
At a
bedded an older structure with its S. end and E. front free.
Brickwork,
glance one can see the feet of mediaeval rafters.
'eather-tIling and adjacent buildings mask externally what remains of
Miss Beale
original framing and, probably, wattle and daub ranels.
most willingly agreed to further examination and Mr and Mrs Noad, who
live in Dart of it, gave the writer complete freedom.
(Mr
It Is a typical mediaeval yeoman's house, built about 1+50.
P.D.Wood believes the name Standen prorerly belongs to the old steadMiss Beale
ing further suth, where a map of 1776 shows a house.
says that near an existing cattle lodge the foundations of a dwelling
are yet traceable and a spring, its sole water supply, issues in the
She herself remembers there a very small and low pitched cotcopse.
It was demolished about 1896
tage inhabited by an enormous family.
The site may be one of quite
and the name adapted for the mansion.
Hollybush, meanwhile, seems to have had its indeearly occupation.)
pendent existence for some 500 years, its name first noticed on the
Over-simDlifying the general picture one may
map mentioned above.
say that in the 14th and 15th centuries a high proportion of older,
humbler buildings disanpeared.
Others, more like that discussed now,
ook their place and were, in turn, modified and improved In the 16th
arid 17th centuries.
There follows a simple ground plan of the building.
Above it
anpears the outline of the roof as seen from the E.
A glimpse of the
internal crown post roof framing is added.
This Is a diagram, not a
properly measured drawing.
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The plan follows the mediaeval pattern: (1) a central hail open
(2) 'solar' or private accommodation adjoining the 'upto the roof
rer' end of the hall: (3) 'service' or 'lower' rooms at the opposite
end, se"arated from the hail, by (1+) a cross passage with an outside
Here there is no proof which end is which: they
door at each end.
are tentatively named on no more authority than that later inserted
We have no
rh 1 rnevs. like this or-, usii;2_17 vent In at the low end.
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surviving moulded cross-beam such as would identify the upper end.
Such distinction of ends was laboriously sustained, even in such modest
Usually at the upper end was a parlour with a soldwellings as this.
ar ehamber above., at the lower twin ground-floor rooms with another
above, perhaps extending over the cross-passage.
These wooden box-frame structures grouped themselves naturally into 'bays'.
At Hollybush the mediaeval roof timbers are intact from A
to C and, partly, from C to D The original wall plate continues to
E, so we are sure of three bays: and the re-use of smoke-stained timbers in D E F when rebuilt in the 17th century bespeaks a fourth.
The hall had a floor hearth and doubtless a smoke vent above.
Smoke stain and soot elsewhere suggest that the upper chambers were not
completely partitioned from the hall, whence smoke drifted through them
to the open-ended gablets marked G.
One remembers Chaucer's describing a widow's house: 'Ful sooty was hir bour and eek hir halle'.
He
had been dead about 50 years when Hollybush was built.
There is evidence that the hail was probably floored over in the
rnid-16th century.
The sooting of some wattle and daub partitioning in
the roof suggests that bay A B was then made a 'smoke bay'.
A lath
and plaster fireplace may have been built in it and the rest of it de-_
voted to containing and leading away smoke from the rest of the house.
This was extravagant of space.
Comparative degrees of sooting indicate that this use was later confined to its E. half.
The rebuilding of
the reconversion of A
place together in the
ways or stairs cannot

D E F, the insertion of the brick chimney and
B to livin g accommodation may well have taken
first half of the 17th century.
Earlier laddernow be reliably located.

NEWS

AND

VIEWS

CHURCHYARD AND CHURCH HALL.
St Swithun's F.C.C. hopes to erect a Hall
adjoining the Church in the N.W. corner of the Churchyard linked to the
N.(W.) door and with external access.
It would be a plain flat-topped
rectangle of brick and artificial stone with a plinth and four narrow
high rectangular windows each side, modern-ecclesiastical and inoffensive in effect. While uncertain how far it is needed and regretting
its siting in the Churchyard we feel that the N.W. corner is the least
obtrusive site and that we should not oppose it.
As the Church is a
Grade I listed building the plans have to go to the Department of the
Environment.
The outcome will not be known for some weeks.
BUS SHELTERS. We have asked the Council to keep the bus shelters on
Vie south side of the High Sreet as inconspicuous as possible.
We
cannot object to them in principle.
GATWICK. Wc hope members will follow developments in the national and
local press which can keep them better informed than we can hope to do,
TOWN GUIDE.
At the time of our report in September 1969 that Mr N.J.
Leppard had been commissioned by the U.D.C.'s Town Guide Sub-Committee
to produce an entirely new text his draft was in their hands.
He and
they did not meet to discuss it till September 1970.
The final draft,
accepted in November, is now with the publishers and should appear in
April.
STREET FURNITURE.
Our May 1969 Report on the High Street Conservation
Area stated: 'The buildings in the area are the main points of interest
but If the street furniture is not well designed and the traffic signs
not kept to a minimum the visual appreciation of these buildings will
As a result a small clear up took place.
be spoilt.'
But now there
are signs of disorder re-asserting itself.
A garish advertisement for
freezers stands on the path at the end of Judges Terrace.
On a bare
steel pole on the raised pavement a notice with very large letters indicates the public lavatories in Cantelupe Road. Who is responsible?

7.
EAST GRINSTEAD REMINISCENCES

by Mrs M.L.Dempster
My father Dr P.E.Wallis, began' his career as a doctor in Est
Grinstead in 177, lodging in a damp room In company with swarms of
After some
lice over the gateway of the now lovely Sckville House.
years he bought the row of houses called Judges Terrace (it would be
interesting to know what he paid for them) and himself resided in Old
My broStone House, to which he brought my mother when he married.
We were told that in the days of
ther, sister and I were born there.
Judge Jefferies executions took place In front of our house and that
one man was hanged from a window and his ghost was said to haunt the
To our disappointment we never saw him, but sometimes unachouse.
countable knockings at night were attributed to him.
There were no licensing hours in those days and we used to watch
with terrified fascination the drunks reeling out from the Shic In the
evenings, many of whom fell down an the pavement and lay in the gutter
or on the paths.
The town was lit with rather dim gas lamps and we loved watching
the lamplighter going round with a taper at the end of a pole. Horse
drawn water carts sprayed the streets to keep the dust down, more freiuently when cars appeared. There were no cars when we were small,
-'only carriages, carts, etc.
My father went his rounds in a high dog
cart.
There were posts in front of Judges Terrace and along the botIn
tom of the High Street shop slope to which horses could be tied.
the early days of cars there was an annual test to see which could get
the farthest up Kidds Hill, none of course ever being able to reach
the top. We used to go to watch our father. We saw the men running
behind to put boards under the back wheels when they stopped, as the
brakes wouldn't hold them. White labels were stuck In the banks to
mark the distance each achieved.
Today it would be impossible for children to play hopscotch and
marbles as they did on the pavements or bowl their hoops along the
roads. When we were old enough for roller skates our regular trip
was along Ship Street, round Portland Road and home via the High
Street.
In the spring droves of sheep were herded through the town on
their way to lowland pastures, some as far away as Rye.
They returned before winter set In.
Their shepherds were very picturesque
in their linen smocks, red neck scarves and large-brimmed straw hats
and carrying long crooks.
On market days cattle were driven through
the streets to the market and terrified pedestrians ran to cover In
shops as bullocks careered along the pavements.
OnSaturdays in the High Street there was always a man with a
barrel organ with a monkey in a little red cap sitting on top, a
great favourite with children.
Not quite so popular was a man with a
large bear attached to.a pole, which waddled along on Its hind legs.
'German' bands were constant visitors to the twn and it amused us to
see how they held collecting bags tied to long poles to the upstairs
wi ndpws.
There was a great deal of real poverty in the town.
I remember
watching children on their way to school with worn-out biots flapping
on their feet, their little legs red and swollen with the cold and
their clothes in rags.
My mother joined a band of ladies who called.
themselves District Visitors, each having one road under her care.
They did a great deal towards getting clothes for the families.

Every evening from 5 p.m. rows of them
Tramps were prolific.
could be seen outside the Workhouse (now St Leonard"s) waiting to get
in for the night.
I remember the mill in Windmill Lane and also the maypole on, I
think, Lingfield Road playing field and the excitement on one occasion
of being allowed to hold a ribbon and dance around.
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One event which is vivid in my memory is. the fire at the Vicarage
(27 February 1908), as we were taken out of our beds to watch the
flames from an attic windcw. There was a scandal because there was
not sufficient pressure of - water in the firemen's hose and the house
was burnt right down. My unfortunate father was at that time chairman of the Gas and Water Company and for weeks after the fire he received anonymous postcards with very clever drawings on them of a donkey drawing a *art with a barrel of water on it and a signpost saying
He suspected that the sender was Mr Hastic
'To the Vicarage Fire'.
who at that time was busy planning his own water tower, which now
stands near Moat Pond.
In the old days children could buy a lot of sweets for a penny,
and pink-covered paper Books for the Balms, as well as china crnaments and animals which hapless mothers were given for Christmas and
birthday presents.
The shops I remember best were: Mr Lambert's, for books, in Middle Row, a long dark shop smelling violently of oil in winter from the
lamps used for heating; Dixons in the High Street; Tooths in the
High Street, stationery and books, also rather dark; Mr Maplesden's
little printing works, now swallowed up by Lloyds Bank-,Mr Brinkhurst, saddler, in London Road, with its glorious smell of leather;
Mr Payne, hairdresser (now a launderette) at the corner of Portland
Road; Mrs. Roberts' shoe shop, with a large golden boot hanging outside: Bradleys in London Road, tcrs and china ornaments, now a shoe
shop and the Forge which was opposite our house and from which the
ding done of the horseshoes on th anvil resounded, starting at 6 a.m.
- much to the discomfort of visitrs in our spare bedroom which faced
that way.
The shops in London Road on ti-Te east side stopped at the Literary
From
and Scientific Institute, which wa where Mcllroys is now.
there on there was nothing but trees up to the Placeland Estate, just
On the west side were Wilsons, Whitley Hughes'
short of the railway.
office, Curtis the baker and Dixons the chemists.

LOCAL HISTORY NOTES AND NEWS
HILL FORT AT GARDEN HILL, COLEMANS HATCH. Although it is not within
our area we pass on for those who expressed interest in the reference
in our last issue the Inspector of Ancient Monuments' description.
It is 'a camp of about ten acres in woodland, on a spur, with land
The level side has bi-vallate defences
falling away on three sides.
with outermost ditch showing up as a crop mark in the field adjoining
the wood. The other sides have a bank on the edge of the natural
On part of the N.
scarp with traces of a ditch in places outside.
Parts
side the scarp appears to be 6' high with 1' counter scarp.
On the N.E. side there is an unof the S. side may be bi-vallate.
Small
even patch of-. ground with defences apparently destroyed.
trial excavations on this side revealed Wealden Iron Age pottery
mixed with Samlan and a fragment of Roman flue tile. Foundations of
a 15" wide Roman wall were traceable for about LfO'.
The defences
are best preserved at the N. end of the E. side where banks are 2-3'
It seems possible that a comprehensive excavation may be in
high.'
preparation. We look forward to a full report.
JOHN MASON NEALE: CAMBRIDGE APOSTLE a definitive biography of the
famous Warden of Sackville College h846-66), is being published in
The author, the Rev.Dr A.G.
March by the Citadel Press at 75s.
Lough, is well known for his The Influence of J.M.Neale (1962), the
At last we shall have something to resubject of his Ph.D thesis.
place Mrs Towle's uncritical Memoir (1906).
MESOLITHIC FLINTS FOUND AT STONE ROCKS, the work of our predecessors
over 5000 years ago, are noticed in the November issue of Sussex
Notes and Queries (Sussex Archaeological Society, Barbican House,
The S.A.S.'-s interesting first Newsletter appeared in SeptLewes).
ember.
P.D.WOOD and M.J.LEPPARD

MOAT CHURCH

9.,

by R.H.Wood and M.J.Leppard

1970-71 marks the centenary of East Grinstead's Congregationalist
An Independent cause founded in 1662 with at least 20 adherChurch.
Dissenters of other
énts died out around the end of the century.
srts kept going until the foundation of Zion Chapel in 1811 re-introduced the Congregationalist polity into East Grinstead - but it had
affinities with Methodism in its theology and the Church of England in
In 1855 its former preaching station at
its use of the Prayer Book,
Ashurst Wood was re-opened for Congregationalist worship by the Rev.
Benjamin Slight who had recently retired here from Tunbridge Wells.
Once it was established he turned to the needs of East Grinstead, then
Evening
beginning to grow, thanks to the building of the railway.
services were held in the Temperance Hall and negotiations begun with
Edward Steer who was developing Moat Road.
Writing in 1916 the Rev.J.T.Maxwell remarks that in 1868 a long
wooden workshop stood near the corner. Beyond it, nearer the road,
was a damp hollow, often filled with slime-covered water, and beyond
that a small beer house (the White Lion). The building was ready by
The
April 1870 and Mr Maxwell began his ministry on 1 January 1871.
Church was formally constituted in April 1872.
The church, built by Steer, stands S.W./N.E. (but in this article
Not surpriswe use the liturgical compass points for convenience).
ingly it has a liberal supply of buttresses, an extra large one being
The School Hall, four years
added at the 'S.W.' angle in 1914.
younger, and modernised 1962, follcwed the same mild gothic style.
In 1905 vestries and fither rooms were added in pleasant Edwardian manThe manse, built next door in Moat Road in 1878, was sold in
ner,

1927.

A square tower stands in the TN.W.' angle its plain rectangular
stone spire, nriginally exposed, clad since 1991 with cedar shingles.
It once housed a bell, now long silent and perhaps absent.
In plan the Church is aisled, without a central passage.
An
apse was evidently designed to project centrally frm the 'E.' end,.
but it is now masked by extensions and only a glimpse in a cupboard
suggests the design and proves one of its three windows. The 1873
O.S. map shows what may have been a quick addition squaring off the
building at the 'S.E.' angle, maybe the "tiny vestry" where a Bible
class was held till 1905
The aisles are, in a sense, arcaded.
The pillars are iron stanchions continuing in pine (used for all the structural timberwork),
each such portion carrying a rather elegant little pilaster with carved capital and base.
The rather flatly curved braces do not quite
meet below the moulded arcade plate.
The cross ties in the aisle
roofs are braced downwards to stone corbels.
The clerestory is
framed in square wooden lights.
Each roof truss is a tie beam with
large curved braces and a king post with struts and collar above.
Diagonal pine boarding provides interior lining.
An undated watercolour shows a pipe organ (probably that installAt the
ed in 1884) in the apse, together with a high central pulpit.
jubi1ee, 1920-21, developing liturgical sensibility filled the apse
with oak choir seats behind a dignified communicn table and erected a
In
new pulpit to its 'N.' and organ to Its 'S.', all memorial gifts.
1937 the organ was replaced by a new console with its works in place
of most of the seats in the raked gallery still covering the 'W.' end.
Despite the problem of traffic noc[se (first complained of in
It
nourished Dr John Marsh, late Principal of Mansfield College, Oxford,
and Dr Erik Routley, the well-known hymnologist and musician, some of
It may well claim to have the
whose tunes bear local place names.
best equipped complex of church buildings in the town. And so well
established is it that at least one local person always calls It "St
Moat's".

1923) the Church continues its unspectacular faithful service.
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THE INNER RELIEF ROAD: A PROGRESS REPORT
The meeting between the County Highways officers, the Ratepayers
Association, the Chamber of Trade, local Councillors and ourselves was
A well-prepared and very lucid
briefly reported in the local press.
exposition of five possible schemes was given by Mr Palmer, the enginThe meeting was virtually unanimous
eer responsible for the study.
in preferring scheme 2, which provides for a two-lane, single-carriageway road deep in the railway cutting between Lewes Road and the Clock
At the
Tower with free-flow junctions (not roundabouts) at each end.
Clock Tower the Relief Road would pass under the A22 and continue, oneA oneway, through the goods yard to a junction with Station Road.
way triangular system is thus provided from the Clock Tower to Station
Road, up Station Road to London Road at the Fire Station, and down London Road to the Clock Tower again.
Northbound through traffic from Lewes Road would take the cutting
road, pass under London Road at the Clock Tower, along the new road to
the Station, up Station Road and left into the A22 again at the Fire
Southbound traffic would come straight down London Road to
Station.
the Clock Tower, left into the cutting and out into Lewes Road.
Advantages of the scheme are:
1. Low cost (approximately £73 0 , 000 );
2. Virtually no acquisition of prtvate property;
3. Virtually no other traffic on rads people need to cross'
L. A gyratory one-way system big enough to contain a large volume of
traffic;
5. A ready made access spur to a future bypass to the west;
6. Relief for the bad Moat Rbad junction;
7. No dislocation of bus services;
8. Accordance with the Town CentrE. Devel'pment Plan and any future
pedestrian precinct in the High Str?et.
Disadvantages;
1. Lingfe1d Road junction is not relieved; additional work will be
needed here;
2. London Road north of the Fire Station is not relieved: widening
might one day be necessary;
3. New access to the Railway Station may be require;
Lf. Care will be needed in designing the London Road/Station Road/Park
Road junction.
Lack of space prevents detailed examination of the other four
schemes, but the following points were made:
1. St Margaret's Loop is too sharply curved to give adequate forward
visibility;
2. Any scheme tantamount to an expensive mini-bypass may prejudice the
main Bypass now being considered;
3. Ministerial approval has been given for spending about £650,000;
schemes costing over £1 million stand little chance of acceptance.
P .D .WOOD
THE PRODUCTION OF THIS BULLETIN.
If the Bulletin sometimes reaches
you later than expected, please remember that delays cannot always be
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