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The Society was founded in April 1968 to protect and improve
the amenities of East Grinstead and its environs. The town has a
long history and a unique architectural heritage, and represents a
trust placed for the time being in the hands of our generation.
It
should be our concern to ensure that such contributions as we in our
turn make are worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future.
The strength of such a society lies in the extent to which it can be
seen to represent public opinion and the larger its membership the
greater its influence will be.
The Society arranges regular meetings for talks, discussions
and films and produces a twice-yearly bulletin of its news and of
articles of local interest,
it has already produced a special
report on the High Street conservation area which has been well received as a basis for the process of formulating future policy.
The Society has been very active in making representations to the
local Council on planning matters and may claim some credit for the
treatment of the site in front of Sackville College.
I"

The subscription is ten shillings a year; additional members
in the same family five shillings. If you are not already a member
please will you consider joining? Please use one of the forms below or write for further information to the Secretary, MissK.Spink,
110, Heathoote Drive, East Grinstead.
cuthere ---------------------------------------------------------------TO Mr B.Castleton,
Honorary Treasurer, East Grinstead Society,
Barclay's Bank,
East Grinstead.
I wish to become a member of the East Grinstead Society and enclose
the sum of ten shillings as my subscription for the current year.
(Please print name & address)
Signed
Name
Address
Date ..........................l9...
cuthere ---------------------------------------------------------------BANKER'S ORDER
To .............................,....................(Please fill in
here name & ad......
......
dress of your Bank)
Please place to the credit of THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY at Messrs
Barclays Bank, High Street, East Grinstead, on receipt of this order
and on the first of January each year the sum of
(State in words
the actual amount
you wish to pay.)
£

Signature
(across stamp)

......
2d.
Stamp 1
Address ...•.... ........ .. .. •.... ......

0



0090

When filled up this
form should be sent
to The Hon. Treasurer, Mr B.Castleton, Barclay's Bank, High Street,
East Grinstead, so that it may be paid in through the Society's bank.

-3

THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY Number 2: September 1969
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Chairman:

Mr P.D.WOOD, 29, High Street, East Grinstead.

Vice-Chairman: Mr BeC.THOMPSON Nenthorne East, Ashurst Wood.
Hon.Treasurer: Mr B.CASTLETON, Barclays Bank, High St, E.Grinstead.
Hon.Secretary: Miss K.SPINK, 110, Heathcote Drive, East Grinstead.
and Councillor E.RUSIK&N; Mrs P.COPSEY; Mrs M.L.DEMPSTER; Mrs W.
INGWSON; Mr I.D.MARGARY,M.A.,F.S.A.; Mr S.F.KNOWLES,B.A.; Mr M.J.
LEPP.ARD,M.A.; Mr S.PAGE.
Subscriptions and applications for membership should be sent to the
Treasurer, matter for the Bulletin to Mr Leppard (150A, London Road,
East Grinstead) and all other correspondence to the Secretary, including notice of change of address and suggestions for activities.
EDITORIAL
The cordial welcome given to our first issue in January, the
interest stimulated by our special report on the High Street in May,
our well-attended meetings and our representations to the authorities during the year suggest a flourishing Society whose "teething
troubles" are over and whose future is to be really influential and
useful to the whole local community. Details are given below of
new undertakings we can soon set ourselves. But to attempt them,
indeed to maintain effectively all we have already begun, demands an
increasing membership, truly representative of the townspeople and
their interests.
The front cover of this issue has been so designed that it can be detached and passed on to a non-member. Any member can invite a friend to any of our open meetings.
Is it too
much to hope by these means to double our membership by the end of
the year? That depends on you.
NEWS AND NOTES
1: ACTIVITIES
MEETINGS: On April 3 MrP.D.Wood and Mr M.J.Leppard in two brief
talks outlined the town's history, after which, with the aid of Mr
I.D.Margary, they answered questions and there was a general discusOn July 9 Mr and Mrs R.H.Wood led a
sion in which members joined.
conducted tour of Sackville College. Then, after a pleasant but
all too brief adjournment to the Corner House for coffee and a chance
to meet other members socially, Mr R.H. and Mr P.D.Wood conducted
parties along the High Street. Both meetings were fully attended
(in spite of the first having been inadvertently fixed for a holy
day) and both showed what we can do without looking outside our own
membership for speakers. We hope it will not be long before other
members' talents can be discovered and used.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, Thursday October 16, Small Parish Hall: apPlease come prepared to offer sugpropriate business and film.
gestions for activities for meetings and for changes in the town you
Criticism and discussion on
would like to see made or prevented).
all relevant subjects will be welcome. Full details will be sent to
all members later. Friends welcome to attend.
PUBLICATIONS: The S*ial Report on the High Street has been kindly
received by the press and the local planning authority. If enough
people can spare enough time it would be worthwhile to make similar
studies of other parts of our area. Any offers?
There are still a few copies left of the Catalogue of
East Grinstead Maps, 1597-1900, and the article 'The Topography of
East Grinstead Borough'.
5/6 each, post free, from the Chairman.
TREE SURVEY: We have not yet acted on this valuable suggestion.
Would anyone with the small technical knowledge needed care to underIf so, please contact the Chairman.
take this project?

2: PLANNING: REPRESENTATIONS
'KENNEDYS' (site in front of Sackville College). All praise to the
Council for its treatment of this site.
It has been called "temporary re-instatement", but it is so difficult to envisage any improvement (except, perhaps, turfing over the flower-bed) that we hope It
will be kept permanently as it is. But how many are aware that its
twin, the ROCKLANDS site on the opposite side of College Lane, is allocated on the Town Centre Plan to residential use? It is hardly
credible that anyone should seriously propose to build houses on this
little plot, 60' deep, between the A22 and a 20' precipice.
Let the
Council re-allocate it forthwith to public open space and preserve the
grass and the trees, the magnolia and the daffodils, not to mention
the sight lines for traffic emerging onto Lewes Road.

MIDLAND BANK (West end of Middle Row). Proposed illuminated panel on
west front successfully opposed.
(January)
ZION CHAPEL and MANSE adjoining. Urged that these handsome early
19th century buildings be preserved.
Successful in respect of
Chapel only.
(February)
LEWES ROAD/HIGHSTREETJCOLLEGE LANE junction.
ted alterations to traffic signs.
(June)

Successfully sugges-

PARISH HALLS.
Suggested proposed replacement by four-storey block
of flats be subject of public meeting.
(June)
BUS SHELTER in HIGH STREET outside Barclays Bank. Views of Society
(June)
sought by Surveyor.
: PLANNING NEWS
LISTED BUILDINGS. Webome news from Whitehall. For months the
Society has been pressing for revision of the lists of local buildings
of architectural and historic interest.
Now the lists have been comprehensively revised, several buildings upgraded and several new ones
The official lists have not yet been published but we underadded.
stand the Ministry has done all, and iiore than, it was askedto do.
(For an explanation of the system see Mr Wood's article on p.5flJ
'EAST GRINSTEAD -PLANNING A TOW1 CENTRE', an excellent leaflet published by the County Planning authority, highly recommended. Available (free) from Council Offices or Society's Chairman (s.a.e. please).
Proposed INNER RELIEF ROAD. Arrangements for land purchase are well
advanced and present plans suggest a start in 1971 or 72.
+: ME MB ERSHIP & OFFICERS
Total membership is now about 170, still a very small fraction of the
potential membership.
It would help the Society enormously (not
least by reducing the secretary's and treasurer's burdens and their
duplicating some of each other's work) to have an energetic membership and recruiting secretary.
In any event Miss Spink has asked to be
relieved of the Secretaryship, which has meant a good deal of work In
the early stages.
If we could also find a meetings secretary then
her three successors would find their tasks comparatively light. If
you can't volunteer yourself can you suggest people who might take on
these jobs at the A.G.M.?

5:

OTHER NEWS

PHOTOGRAPHIC SURVEY.
The East Grinstead Camera Club has offered to
do some photographic recording of the town.
The Committee decided
that the most valuable project would be a formal record of the whole
of the High Street frontages, producing prints from which measured
drawings could be made.
This may be too large an undertaking, but
individual members have volunteered to do emergency recording of
threatened buildings if needed.
We are grateful for their enterprise
and co-operation.

PROTECTION OF BUILDINGS OF HISTORIC & ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST by R.H.Wood
PRINCIPLES OF PROTECTION
The t reans of protecting buildings of architectural or historic inAny brief exosition of
terest are necessarily bassd upon statute.
the 1ai ill certainly be over-:inp1ified.
On that understanding
something of the kind is attempted here.

At present statutory resources are coming to deal less with indiThese revidual buildings and more with groups and street scenes.
sources are best considered under the three headings below.
PRE-1967 PROVISIONS AS NOW SURVIVING
The Minister has a duty to compile Statutory Lists of buildings,
The Lists
which are deposited with the local authorities concerned.
specify Grades I, of outstanding interest, and II, warranting every
The Supplementary List, Grade III, now
effort made to save them.
being reviewed, is not statutory.
The statutory listing of buildings has no direct legal effect: it
simply makes necessary the Planning Authority's consent to demolition,
alteration or
ceusion affo cing their architectural or historic
character.
BuilcThngs under (now obsolete) Building Preservation
Orders are deemed to be listed and so, as it were, carried for.ard,
into current procedure.
It was established in the Courts that a
B.P.O. might relate to a group of buildings and it is a legal question
whether such a group would be carried forward as a whole.
It will at once be seen how vital is the short period in which a
case is submitted to the Planning Authority and how needful is perpetual vigilance.
THE CIVIC AMENITIES ACT 1967
The object of Part I, which relates to Conservation Areas, is not,
specifically, preservation, but ensuring that development is controlled as shall be best for the Area as a whole.
It has been shown in
practice that new development can positively enhance character and appearance.
The provisions as to Ccnservation Areas are, briefly:
1. The Minister may direct that a certain area be designated.
The
Local Planning Authority is then to consult the County Planning Authority.
The designation is to be advertised.
2. In exercising powers under other acts special attention must be
paid by authorities to retaining or enhancing character or appearance.
3. When application is made for consent to development which either is
within the Conservation Area or affeôts its character or appearance
then (a) the Planning Authority is to advertise the proposals, (b)
details are to be open to inspection for 21 days, (c) the application
is not to be determined before the end of that period, (d) the Planning
Authority must take into account any representations made to it meanwhile.
-.
The Authority may make Tree Preservation Orders lasting 6 months.
In East Grinstead the Conservation Area has been fully defined and
finally designated.
The map is available for inspection at the U.D.
Council's Offices.
A plan of the Area is on P. 7 of this Bulletin.
THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1968
This Act gives the Local Planning Authority powers of enforcement
against unauthorised works to listed buildings and increases penalties.
The legal meaning of "building" is extended to incidental objects and
structures.
Saving conditions may be attached to consents to works
for the alteration or extension of listed buildings.
Applications for
consent to demolish or alter listed buildings must be advertised and

various bodies, including local amenity societies, must or may be consulted and their views considered.
It is a defence of unauthorised works that they were necessary for
safety or health, and less scrupulous owners may deliberately allow
buildings to decline into a dangerous condition.
(The writer Is not
competent to discuss what power, e.g. under housing law, an authority
might have to require such an owner to do needful repairs.)
Landowners may, under certain reasonable conditions, service a purchase notice upon the Planning Authority.
If such a notice be wellfounded it is unlikely that an Authority would have to incur a heavy
outlay of public money on buying out threatened buildings and adjacent
land.
It might prefer to allow alteration or demolition.
This is
just one of the cases in which the pressure of over-population favours
destruction.
If the people want preservation they may ultimately
have to pay for it at market prices.
(NOTE: It is hoped to publish a classified list of East Grinstead's
listed buildings in a future issue of this bulletin.
Ed.)

EPITAPH

-

"Dust in the air suspended
Marks the place where a story ended.
Dust inbreathed was a house,
The wall, the wainscot and the mouse ... " (T.S.ElIot)

The Edwardian red-brick house at the corner of Cantelupe Road
and Vicarage Walk, recently demolished, was as unremarkable a
residence as you could find in the town. Not many may know
that in the 1920s half of it was the house of W.H.Davles, the
poet and super-tramp (1871-19+O). After refctIng that the
author of The Lodging House Fire once lived in that semi-detached
villa it was difficult ever to regard either of them in quite the
same light again.
P.D.WOOD
CARING FOR THE PAST: II. WOODWORM
by M. Fry of the Rentokil Group
It is better to have had Death Watch Beetle than to have it,
though there is always a sort of cachet attached to the name because it
inevitably implies that you live in a really old house. This is
because it usually attacks oak, which towards the end of the 18th
century ceased to be a major building material.
Three wood-boring insects are specially liable to be found in old
property, all associated with serious damage. The Death Watch Beetle,
Xestpbiunì rufovillosum, only gains a hold if some form of timber decay
is in the wood. There need only be a minor type of fungus for the
Beetle to be present.
It makes a circular flight hole, " in diameter, and may live as a grub eating in the timbers for up to 10 years.
The ubiquitous Common Furniture Beetle, Aobium punctatum, flies
freely, unlike Death Watch, and will attack almost every variety of
timber. The wood-boring weevils, Euothrium confine and Pentarthrum
Huttoni, are particularly associated with timber in damp, ill-ventilated situations where fungal decay has begun. The flight holes of the
latter are somewhat oval, about 1/16" in diameter, the Furniture
Beetle's the same size but circular.
All three may be eradicated by insecticides, sprayed, injected or
superficially applied to all exposed wood surfaces. Normally a specialist firm should undertake this treatment, covering it with a guarantee.
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This drawing, about 100
years old,shows Cromwell House
as it was before It was damaged
by fire and restored in the
early years of this century.

4

Probably built in 199 by
Edward and Anna Payne, it was
later known as The Great House
and gave its name to Great House
Farm behind, and Great House
The farm buildings
Court.
survive In Dart near the garages
behind No. 86 High Street.
A comparison of the drawing
with the present elevation shows
how skilfully the damage was
restored.

GENERAL NOTES & NEWS
REDCLIFFE-MAUD REPORT. This report, issued in June, recommends the
division of Sussex into three unitary authorities, beneath which would
be a number of comparatively powerless local councils.
One of these
would serve the East Grinstead district.
East Grinstead would be in
the north west corner of an area consisting of the County Boroughs of
Eastbourne and Hastings, the Municipal Boroughs of Bexhill and Rye,
the Rural Districts of Battle, Hailsham and Uckfield (less Frant) and
the Urban District of East Grinstead,
Feibridge and Baidwins Hill
would stay in Surrey, where they would be joined by Worth and Crawley.
As our Society is largely concerned with representing local opinion to
the local governmental authorities we should all be asking whether the
interests of East Grinstead will be best served by this arrangement
(not to mention the arguments for or against the whole new system proposed).
Several questions have been raised. Will the seaside
towns dominate the new East Sussex authority? Do East Grinstead'
interests lie more with Ashdown Forest, the East Sussex countryside,
the Downs and the coastal resorts, or with Crawley, Harley, Gatwick
and either the Horsham district or the southern Surrey commuterlands?
Or have we more in common with Haywards Heath or Lewes? Should we
look more to Brighton, or Tunbridge Wells? In any of these groupings
would we be overshadowed or overlooked, losing more than we gain?
Will people feel more involved in local government, will suitable candidates for the new councils come forward? What changes will there
be in educational provision, housing policy, rates, etc.? For how
much do history and sentiment count?
TOWN GUIDE.

On the Society's behalf Mr M.J.Leppard passed on to the
rwn Clerk suggestions for the forthcoming revision of the official
guide to East Grinstead.
As a result he has now been entrusted with
The guide is exthe task of producing a completely revised text.
pected to appear at the end of this year or the binning of next.

It is good to see that the disused stretcher box
THE HIGH STREET.
has been removed, as suggested, and that smartening up of buildings
New paint can, however, emphasise more strongly the
continues.
One hopes, too,
jumble of notices on the walls of some buildings.
that there will not be such a passion for painting in pastel shades
that we lose the variety in texture and colouring of brick, stone, tiles,
wood and plaster which gives the street much of its charm.
FAREWELL. We were sorry that it was not possible to have a contribution at our Local History meeting, as hoped, from Mr Brian Desmond.
For +5
Now we hear that he and his wife are retiring to Wiltshire.
years he worked for the 'East Grinstead Observer', till 1966, when he
his regular "Townsman" column
took over Colemans Hatch Post Office.
did much to stimulate interest in the town's amenities and history.
His first editor was W.H.Hulls, the author of the still unreplaced
'History of East Grinstead' (1906), which it was always his hope to be
Now that task must be left for another.
able to revise and re-issue.
It is a pity that no correspondence has yet been received for publication nor any contributions for the text beyond those
The various notes are the joint work of the
the Committee asked for.
Chairman, Secretary and Editor. The authorship of all other contributions is acknowledged. Why not send in something for the next
issue? You have until December 19.
CONTRIBUTIONS.

LISTED BUILDINGS (See section 2 of Mr R.H.Wood's article on p.5).
It is of interest to note that at December 31 1968 there were 115,651
listed buildings in England and Wales, of which in England +200 were
On the supGrade I (Wales 151), and 106,816 Grade II (Wales )++8+).
plementary list there were 136,752 (England 131,280; Wales 51+72).

--

THE TOPOGRAPHY OF EAST GRINSTEAD BOROUGH
Under the above title there appeared in volume 106 of the Sussex
Archaeological Collections (1968), published early this year, an article by our Chairman, Mr P.D.Wood, which deserves to be brought to
the notice of a wider public, for it marks an important step in
understanding and recounting the history of the oldest part of our
town, the High Street and its immediate area.
For some four years
past a series of documents relating to the Borough, principally deeds
and rentals, had been tracked down, in Lewes, Maidstone and London,
but it was the discovery of a complete survey of the Borough, with
details of tenants, owners and rents of every property in it, made in
156that provided the framework to which all the rest could be related.
In his article Mr Wood prints a complete translation of this
survey (the original being in Latin), a map of the Borough in 161+ reconstructed from the information it gives, notes on the various sorts
of properties, roads, inns and named buildings and a summary of later
development, all, of course, with full references to the original
sources of information.
Since its publication the existence in the Public Record Office of
a number of mediaeval Ministers' Accounts giving details of the
Borough has come to light - overlooked before because of the manner in
which they are indexed.
Our information about the Borough before
1561+ is so scrappy that the transcription and study of these returns
is vital for a proper understanding of the town's early development.
Perhaps one of our members has the interest, the leisure and graD
enough of Latin (much easier in these records than classical Lat)
to undertake this task? Any volunteers?
M . J . LEP PARD

COMPET IT IONCOMPET IT IONCOMPET IT 10 NOOMPET IT IONCOMPET IT I ONCOMPET IT ION
COMPETITION'.
1. Give the modern names of each of the following:
a. Cemetery Road, b. Hollow Lane, c. Grinstead Lane, d. Brewhouse
Lane, e. Love Lane, f. Old Mill Lane.
(6)
2. Give the names of the following and say whereabouts in East Grinstead they once lived:
a. The author of 'The Autobiography of a Super-Tramp'.
b.
of Elgar's 'Enigma Variations'.
c. The author of 'Good King Wenceslas',
(6)

3. Whereabouts in East Grinstead can you find over a door a quotation
from a poet laureate? What is the quotation? Who wrote it?
(3)
. Whereabouts in East Grinstead can you see
a, A mouse at the top of a pole?
b, A mouse carved on a door?
C q A serpent entwined round a pole?

(3)

. Whereabouts in East Grinstead were
a. Budgens Barn, b. The Round Houses, c. The Old Black Mill?

(3)

Please send your answers (even if incomplete) to the editor at 10A,
London Road, East Grinstead to arrive before October 16.
Answers
and winner(s) will be announced at the Annual General Meeting on that
datG and published in our next issue.
The first correct set of
answers received, or if none correct then the highest marked, will
Editor's decision final.
win a 10/6 book token.
N.J. LEPPARD

