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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY
The Society exists to protect and improve the amenities of East
The town has a long history and a
Grinstead and its environs.
unique architectural heritage, and represents a trust placed for
It should be our
the time being in the hands of our generation.
concern to ensure that such contributions as we in our turn make are
The strength
worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future.
of such a society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to
represent public opinion and the larger its membership the greater
its influence will be.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Mr. P. D. WOOD, 29 High Street, East Grinstead.
Chairman
Vice-Chairman: Mr. B. C. THOMPSON, Nenthorne East, Ashurst Wood.
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. B. CASTLETON, Barclays Bank, High Street, East Grinstead.
Hon. Secretary: Miss K. SPINK, 110 Heathcote Drive, East Grinstead.
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Subscriptions should be sent to the Treasurer, matter for the Bulletin
to Mr. Leppard (150A London Road, East Grinstead), and all other
correspondence to the Secretary, including notice of change of address
and suggestions for the Society's activities.
NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS
SUBSCRIPTIONS for 1969 are now due, unless you joined on or after
October 10, 1968 (Annual General Meeting).
The subscription is
ten shillings; additional members in the same family five shillings.
It is a great help to the Society if subscriptions can be paid by
A form is provided below; please use it if you can.
Banker's Order.
All subscriptions should be sent to the Honorary Treasurer, Mr. B.
Castleton, Barclays Bank, High Street, East Grinstead.
cuthere -----------------------------------------------------------------------BANKER'S ORDER
To ...... ..... .................... ...........

....

. .. .... ..• .•.... ... ....•••.

(Please fill in
here name and
address of Bank)

Please place to the credit of THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY at Messrs.
Barclays Bank, High Street, East Grinstead, on receipt of this order,
and on the 1st Jan.. each year, the sum of
(State the actual
...... •...•.. •••. ..
amount you wish to
pay in words)
•.øø.••s••..•.

£

Signature ..................
(across stamp)

L........................
2d.

Address
. ..

S•

...........

•.

...... ••••• ........

This form, when filled up, should be sent to the Hon. Treasurer,
Mr. B. Castleton, Barclays Bank, High Street, East Grinstead, in
order that it may be paid in through the Society's Bankers.
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY Number 1: JANUARY 1969
EDITORIAL
This is, we hope, the first of a series of bulletins to keep
you, the members, informed of what your Society is doing and what it
Inevitably in a
hopes, with your support, to do in the future.
society such as ours decisions may have to be taken by the Executive
Committee at short notice and public meetings will have to be
But this Bulletin is thA
infrequent on account of limited funds.
means of communication between members and Committee. The 'News and
Notes' section will be a regular report of all activities;
correspondence and contributions for future issues will be welcomd
by the Editor. We hope to publish each time articles and features
of more general interest but still relevant to the Society's concerns.
NEWS

AND

NOTES

1: ACTIVITIES
After the well-attended inaugural meeting in April 1968 the first
ordinary meeting was held on May 16. The draft Constitution was
discussed and suggestions for future activities were put forward.
Two Civic Trust films were shown, 'Traffic in Towns' and 'Magdalen
Street Norwich'.
The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING was held on October 10. The Constitution
was formally approved and the well-known architect, Mr. We E. Godfrey,
described some of the problems and experiences of the 'Friends
of
At a meeting on November 21 Mr. Malcolm Reece, the County Deputy
Planning Officer, spoke on the place of &tst Grinstead in the South
East Planning Strategy.
There were several questions and comments
on the town's future development.
The Society was prominently represented at the 'Old East Grinstead'
Exhibition at the Public Library, by the kindness of Miss Ellis, the
Librarian.
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, APRIL 3rd, 1969, at 8 p.m.
in the Small Parish Hall, subject: LOCAL HISTORY.
The speakers will,
it is hoped, be Mr. P. D. Wood, our Chairman, whose study of the old
Borough of East Grinstead appears in the current number of the Sussex
Archaeol,gical Collections, Mr. M. J. Leppard, who has been
researching in the town's history for some years, and Mr. B. Desmond,
late chief reporter of the 'East Grinstead Observer'.
After each
has spcken for some 15 - 20 minutes questions on the town's history
will be invited.
Questions may also be sent in beforehand to the
Secretary.
2: PLANNING
'KENNEDY'S' (in front of Sackville College).
Immediately it learnt
that this house was to be demolished the Society urged the Council
to retain the large plane tree on the site, an important visual
amenity at the end of the High Street. We hear that the tree is to be
preserved, the site soiled and turfed, the footpath widened and the
walls tidied up.
Long-term treatment of the site has yet to be
decided but is in any event delayed by lack of funds.
New Houses in FAIRFIELD ROAD.
The Society has expressed dismay to
the Council at the poor appearance of these buildings and urged that
better designs be sought fo' future development in the town.
'SEVERALS' Maypole Road.
Some months) ago we asked the Council to
prr,vide some sort of screening round this 16th century house to
preserve what is left of its appearance.
Its future, however, still
appears to be in doubt and we, unfortunately, do not have the
financial resources to safeguard it.

Proposed INNER RELIEF ROAD on Town Map. The Society has supported
the Chamber of Trade's proposal that the intersection with London
Road be at the top of Lingfield Road and not at the Clock Tower,.
Next time you are in the town centre,
MULTI-STOREY CAR PARKS.
pause and imagine the tall block of a multi-storey car park on the
skyline. We are almost certainly going to need these horrid but
useful things. Where can they be put without unnecessarily damaging
the scene? We have asked the Council to be careful.
Prefabricated buildings on THE PLAYFIELD (end of Church Lane). W
have asked that these unsightly buildings be removed at the earliest
opportunity.
HALSFORD PARK. We have protested to the County Council against
the proposed erection of a new nurses! home on the corner of Gwynne
Alternative sites appear to be available
Gardens and London Road.
nearer the home, which will not spoil this very attractive open
(How many people know of its existence? Why not go and
space.
see it?)

3:

OTHER AMENITIES

SHOP WINDOW STICKERS. We have assured the Council of our full
support for any action it takes (following proposed legislation) to
control the proliferation and garishness of these advertisements.
TOWN GUIDE.
The Council is considering a revision of the official
guidebook.
Suggestions for the Society to pass on should be sent
to the Secretary.
MEMBERSHIP At
Total membership is now about 135.
It cannot be emphasised too
often or too strongly that the strength of the Society depends on
the number of its members. Use this Bulletin to interest others.
The Secretary will gladly supply descriptive application forms.

5:

SPECIAL OFFER

The following publications are available to members in aid of the
Society's funds, 5/6d. each, post free, from the Chairman or the
Secretary:
(1) A CATALOGUE OF MAPS OF EAST GRINSTEAD, 1597 - 1900. Foolscap,
duplicated, 36 pages and index.
(30 copies left).
(2)Offprints of an article in Sussex Archaeological Collections
vol. 106 (1968) entitled THE TOPOGRAPHY OF EAST GRINSTEAD BOROUGH.
It deals with the original foundation and development of the town,
with a transcription of a complete survey of 1564. (20 copies).
6: OUR COVER PICTURE
Our cover picture is taken from a souvenir booklet of 12 views of
the town and its neighbourhood produced for and sold by Messrs. C. & E.
Lambert of 6, 7 and 8 Middle Row and advertised by them (at a penny
a booklet) in the 1885 guide-book 'East Grinstead and Its Environs'.

IN MEMORIAM:

A RECONSTRUCTION
OF
Ncs. 30 & 32
HIGH STREET.
by R.H.WOOD.

This little drawing suggests the original appearance of the
north elevation.
It is necessary to imagine the oak timbers
weathered to silver-grey and the brick panels smoothly rendered and
patterned in ochre. The roof may well have looked much as it does
now. There was at first no chimney visible from the front.
A small fierce fire scarred the side of Broadleyts before the
front portion of nos. 30 and 32 was built in about 1 1+80.
The Royal
Ccmmission on Historical Monuments dated it, together with the back
part, circa 1500. The writer and a colleague have their own
reasons for belief that the back part may have been an open hail of
earlier date, but there is not space here for discussion.
As the shadow on the drawing shows, the first floor joists of
the four-roomed roadside portion were ttjettiedtt, i.e. protruded some
two feet beyond the ground-floor front, so that the upper floor
overhung the street to that extent.
The ends of the joists were
masked by a very noble moulded fascia beam. The position of the
original windows upstairs can be reasonably well inferred, and in so
fine a building the use of glass can with equal reason be assumed.
The two lower rooms would each have required light and in such a
house the mediaeval builder would certainly have sought to produce a
balanced elevation and placed the windows accordingly.
A central door would have collided with the central partition
dividing the rooms, and it is a fair conjecture (but only conjecture)
that one room may have been used for business purposes requiring
separate external access.
Given the need for two doors, appearances
would have demanded that they be either centrally placed or at the
Early door openings frequently continue to be used,
extremities.
t1]. served the chemist's
and the easterly one shown in the dvawin
shop, so evidence somewhat favours the arrangement shown.
On the eastern wall upstairs was mural painting.
A huge
crossbeam, 17" x 17 11 , moulded on both sides and grooved for panelling
Joistirig and joinery were heavy
below, divided the lower rooris.
It is all a memory
and handsome and mostly good for centuries more.
and soon will be quite forgotten, but for the moment It reminds us
that in the .later Middle Ages East Grinstead was no mean place.
(NOTE: Those who would like to read more about the town's
architectural history should see Mr. R. I. }'lason's pioneering article
in Sussex Archaeological Collections vol. 80 (1939) and his further
See also
studies in later volumes and in Sussex Notes and ueries.
ED.)
his privately published book 'Framed Buildings of the Weald'.

The corner of High Street
and London Road in 1840.
The large house stands where
Lloyds Bank is now, and was
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for centuries known as Wowers.
Note the Swan Inn in the left
background and the old "Round

77

Houses" at the far left.

The

'only surviving building in this

UK

view is Armstrong's wine shop.
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THE ORIGINS OF THE SOCIETY
by M.J.Leppard
It seems desirable to record briefly the events that led to the
Society's foundation, especia1ir because it exists in crder to
prevent the occurrence of such a situation again.
As far back as 1964 the Minister of Housing had disapproved of
a proposal to demolish and replace nos. 30 - 32 High Street, listed
In April
as of special architectural and historical interest.
1967 application was made again and, after a little hesitation, the
At once expressions
Urban District Council gave its permission.
of dismay appeared in the correspondence columns of the local press
and the case for demolition was challenged. The real outcry came,
however, when demolition began in January 1968, for then every
passer-by could see the quality of the building being destroyed and
the experts who followed its progress were able to reveal that it was
an even more valuable example of its kind than had been suspected.
It was obvious that the whole street lost something of its appearance
and something of its significance.
At least one petition was sent
to the Council and the London correspondent of Novosti assured us
that it couldn't happen in Russia.
More important, Mr. I. D. Margary, the distinguished local
antiquary, Mr. R. T. Mason, the expert on the town's architecture,
Mr. H. H. Wood and Mr. P. D. Wood formed themselves into a temporary
committee to take up the growing clamour for a local preservation
society and called a public meeting for Thursday, April 4 "to consider
the formation of such a society".
The speakers were Mr. R. T. Mason
on the buildings of the High Street, Mr. Ian Abbott of the Civic
Trust, who gave us a fresh and appreciative look at the town as we
see it today, and Miss B. deCardi of the Council for British
Archaeology on the problems of historic towns.
Over 150 people were
present and voted nem. con. that our Society be formed.
About 100
joined on the spot, having first elected a Committee to look after
the Society's affairs until the Annual General Meeting in the autumn.
And so we began.
Members may care to detach the paragraph below and pass it on to a
friend. We are working for the benefit of the whole community,
and to be effective we need an increased membership.
------------------------------------------------------------------------THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY
The Society was founded in April 1968 to protect and improve the
amenities of East Grinstead and its environs.
The town has a long
history and a unique architectural heritage, and represents a trust
placed for the time being in the hands of our generation.
It
should be our concern to ensure that such contributions as we in our
turn make are worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future.
The strength of such a society lies in the extent to which it can
be seen to represent public opinion and the larger its membership
the greater its influence will be.
Please join by using the
application form on the back of this notice.
The subscription is
ten shillings a year; additional members in the same family five
shillings.
The Society arranges regular meetings for talks, discussions and
films and produces a bulletin of its news and of articles of local
interest. It has already been particularly act tve in making
representations to the local Council on planning matters and may
claim some credit for the projected treatment of the site in front
of Saekville College.
Further information may be obtained from the Secretary, Miss K. Spink,
110 Heathcote Drive, East Grinstead.

CARING FOR THE PAST
by N. Fry of the Rentokil Group
The delight of living in a timber-framed house carries with it
responsibilities. For timber, like any other material, needs
caring for. Wood has two main enemies: woodworm and wood rot.
Altogether there are at least a dozen wood-boring insects
liable to be found in housing timbers, but In these old properties
woodworm is commonly confined to two species: the Death Watch
Beetle, Xestobium rufovillosum, and the Common Furniture Beetle,
Anpbium punctatum. The signs of their presence are generally all
too well known: the eaten-away wood, the beetle flight holes in the
wood, the fresh bore-dust and sometimes the dead beetles themselves,
when they are at work in exposed woodwork. But of course they
also inhabit and damage less readily accessible timbers, in joists
and beams below floors and the undersurfaces of floorboards, timber
built into walls, and rafters and tie-beams, as well as wall plates
Centuries of attack result in extensive damage.
in the roofs.
Wood rot is caused by fungi that attack the dead wood in
buildings. Fortunately the true Dry Rot Fungus, Merulius lacrymans,
mostly attacks softwoods: and oak, from which the majority of
timber-framed houses is built, is fairly resistant to this type of
rot. Wet rot, however, caused by the Cellar Fungus, Coniophora
cerebella, is all too common, particularly in timbers anywhere near
ground level, such as sole plates. Frequently wood rot decay is
not readily apparent. The exposed wood appears sound and looks
solid; below and behind, however, it is only too often damp and
eaten away by fungal decay, having lost much of its overall strength.
There is a number of word-rotting fungi found in buildings, some
of them peculiar to oak, but not on the whole common. Their
importance is, however, that the Death Watch Beetle only attacks
timber after some form of fungal decay has taken place.
Fortunately both problems can now be dealt with, and it is
recommended (particularly in old houses) that they should be checked
by a trained infestation surveyor.
He knows where to look, what
to look for and how any trouble can be put right. To be effective
treatment must be thorough: this will be briefly discussed in an
article on Woodworm in our next issue. Subsequent issues will
contain articles on Woodrot and on Damp.

TO Mr. B. Castleton,
Honorary Treasurer, East Grinstead Society,
Barelayts Bank,
East Grinstead.
I wish to become a member of the East Grinstead Society and enclose
the sum of ten shillings as my subscription for the current year.
Signed ... ..........
Name • • . . • . . . • . . . . .......... . . . .
Address ...•. •• • •.... .. ........ •. .. .......... ... .... . •.....• .......
•.•.....

Date •••. . ..

e..... •...•. ..
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